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BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCH... 

JOHN  LOFTUS  HOUSE 

Most   Excellent  Grand  First   Principal 

Born —  Belfountain,  Peel  County,  Ontario,  February  28th,  1889. 

Parents —        John  H.  House  —  Jennie  H.  McLeod. 

Married —       1915,  married  to  Enid  Lenore  Gardner,  Toronto,  Ontario. 

Children —     Jack,  son;  Vivian,  daughter. 

Religion —  Family,  Members  of  Parkdale  Presbyterian  Church, 
Toronto. 

Education —  He  received  his  early  education  in  Public  and  Continuation 
Schools. 

Business —  Moved  to  Toronto  in  1905.  Took  a  course  in  Building  Con- 
struction and  followed  in  that  field  until  1918;  later  became 
associated  with  one  of  the  large  Rubber  Companies,  in  the 
Engineering  Department,  until  1950,  then  accepted  a  posi- 
tion with  a  Wholesale  Sporting  Goods  Company  in  the 
Sales  Department  and  at  the  present  time  is  Sales  Manager 
of  a  Wholesale  Golf  Supply  Company  in  Toronto. 

Masonic  Record 

Initiated,  Passed  and  Raised  in  St.  Alban's  Lodge,  No.  541, 
A.F.  8  A.M.,  G.R.C.,  in  1915,  became  Worshipful  Master  in 
1924,  appointed  Grand  Junior  Deacon  in  1954. 

Exalted  in  Antiquity  Chapter  No.  91,  R.A.M.,  G.R.C.,  in 
1919,  became  a  Charter  Member  of  St.  Alban's  Chapter  No.  217, 
in  1920,  and  First  Principal  Z.  in  1925  and  1943,  made 
an  Honourary  Member  in  1951,  received  his  25  Year  Past  Prin- 
cipal's Jewel  in  1950,  was  Elected  Grand  Principal  Sojourner  in 
1930,  elected  to  the  Grand  Executive  Committee  1949-50,  was 
elected  Grand  J.  in  1951,  Grand  H.  in  1953  and  Grand  First 
Principal  Z.,  April  28th,  1955.  He  further  served  Grand  Chapter 
as  Chairman  of  Arrangements  for  the  Annual  Convocations  for 
the  years  1930,  1937,  1943,  1950.  Our  Grand  Z.  is  the  Repre- 
sentative of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  British  Columbia,  near  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Canada.  Some  time  ago  he  received  an  Honour- 
ary Membership  in  the  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  St.  Andrew  and 
St.  John  No.  4,  G.R.C.  He  has  served  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in 
the  Toronto  Districts,  Principals'  Association  and  was  elected 
President. 

He  is  a  member  of  Holy  Land  Conclave  No.  3,  Toronto,  Red 
Cross  of  Constantine  and  appendant  Orders. 

The  Masonic  activities  of  our  Grand  Z.  have  been  confined 
mainly  to  the  Craft  and  Capitular  degrees,  and  it  is  his  sincere 
desire,  during  his  term  of  office,  to  further  the  advancement  and 
interests  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  this  Jurisdiction,  and  asks  for 
the  co-operation  of  all  the  Companions. 

Other  activities: — John  L.  House  is  an  enthusiastic  golfer, 
being  a  Past  Director  and  member  of  Islington  Golf  and  Country 
Club,  Toronto,  and  a  member  of  the  Canadian  Senior  Golf  Asso- 
ciation. F.J.J. 


JOHN  LOFTUS  HOUSE 

TORONTO      -      ONTARIO 

Most  Excellent  Grand  Z. 

1955 


GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  CANADA 

PROCEEDINGS 

AN  ESPECIAL  CONVOCATION  OF  THE  GRAND  CHAPTER  OF 
ROYAL  ARCH  MASONS  OF  CANADA  WAS  HELD  IN  THE 
MASONIC  HALL,  KENORA,  ONTARIO,  ON  WEDNESDAY,  THE 
FIFTEENTH  DAY  OF  SEPTEMBER,  A.D.  1954,  A.  INV.  2484. 

PRESENT 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  John  A.  M.  Taylor Grand  Z.  )     r„„„j 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Alan  C.  R.  Durance as  Grand  H.  >    p™":^ 

Ex.  Comp.  John  Allan as  Grand  J.  )    ^ouncn 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Robert  R.  Douglas  Grand  Superintendent  District  No.  14 
Ex.  Comp.  R.  Clarke as  Grand  Treasurer 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Fred  J.  Johnson Grand  Scribe  E. 

Ex.  Comp.  C.  Howard as  Grand  Scribe  N. 

Ex.  Comp.  J.  G.  Brown as  Grand  Prin.  Soj. 

Ex.  Comp.  R.  H.  Larson as  Grand  D.  of  C. 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  H.  S.  Cade as  Grand  Organist 

Ex.  Comp.  Geo.  Noble as  Grand  Pursuivant 

Ex,  Comp.  A.  Barclay as  Grand  Outer  Guard 

and  others 

Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  at  8.45  p.m.  when  the 
Grand  First  Principal  announced  that  the  Especial  Convocation  had  been 
called  for  the  purpose  of  Dedicating  the  Chapter  Room  for  Golden  Chap- 
ter, No.  90,  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Kenora,  Ontario. 

The  Ceremony  being  concluded  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  First 
Principal  closed  Grand  Chapter  at  10.45  p.m. 


^^JJh^**~. 


Grand  Scribe  E. 
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GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  CANADA 

PROCEEDINGS 

AN  ESPECIAL  CONVOCATION  OF  THE  GRAND  CHAPTER  OF 
ROYAL  ARCH  MASONS  OF  CANADA  WAS  HELD  IN  THE 
MASONIC  TEMPLE,  NIAGARA  FALLS,  ONTARIO,  ON  FRIDAY, 
THE  NINETEENTH  DAY  OF  NOVEMBER,  A.D.  1954,  A.  INV. 
2484. 

PRESENT 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  John  A.  M.  Taylor Grand  Z.  )    CvanA 

R.  Ex.  Comp.John  L.  House Grand  H.  >  ^*  J?, 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Melville  S.  Gooderham Grand  J.  )  <-ounc11 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Joseph  H.  Hughes Grand  Superintendent 

V.  Ex.  Comp.  Rev.  David  M.  Kerr Ass't.  Grand  Chaplain 

Comp.  Rev.  Robert  Laidlaw  Rolls As  Ass't.  Grand  Chaplain 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  C.  Sheppard As  Grand  Treasurer 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Fred  J.  Johnson Grand  Scribe  E. 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  H.  S.  Biggs Grand  Scribe  N. 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  E.  E.  Dobson Ac  Grand  Prin.  goj. 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  S.  Perlman As  Grand  Sr.  Soj. 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  P.  S.  Conibear As  Grand  Jr.  Soj. 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  C.  Emmett As  Grand  Pursuivant 

V.  Ex.  Comp.  R.  Taylor Grand  D.  of  C. 

Comp.  W.  Wakefield Grand  Tyler 

Comp.  F.  Blanchard As  Grand  Organist 

and  the  following  assisting: 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  W.  H.  Carr  R.  Ex.  Comp.  C.  E.  Griffin 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  C.  S.  Leys  R.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  J.  Dickie 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  F.  C.  Ackert  R.  Ex.  Comp.  G.  E.  French 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  G.  E.  French  R.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  A.  Foster 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  G.  Frame  R.  Ex.  Comp.  R.  N.  McElhinney 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  E.  Girven  V.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  H.  Dicken 

V.  Ex.  Comp.  A.  A.  Kitchen  V.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  A.  Simmers 

V.  Ex.  Comp.  H.  Kestevan  V.  Ex.  Comp.  C.  Clayton 

V.  Ex.  Comp.  F.  Leuty  Ex.  Comp.  D.  J.  Marriott 

Ex.  Comp.  H.  Hopkinson  Ex.  Comp.  C.  House 

Ex.  Comp.  H.  Sayles  Ex.  Comp.  J.  R.  Dunbar 

Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  at  8.30  p.m.  when  the 
Grand  First  Principal  announced  that  the  Especial  Convocation  had  been 
called  for  the  purpose  of  Dedicating  the  Chapter  Room  for  Mount  Nebo 
Chapter  No.  76,  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Niagara  Falls,  Ontario. 

The  Ceremony  being  concluded  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  First 
Principal  closed  Grand  Chapter  at  10.05  p.m. 


5^^^^^. 


Grand  Scribe  E. 
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GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  CANADA 

PROCEEDINGS 

AN  ESPECIAL  CONVOCATION  OF  THE  GRAND  CHAPTER  OF 
ROYAL  ARCH  MASONS  OF  CANADA  WAS  HELD  IN  THE 
MASONIC  HALL,  ESSEX,  ONTARIO,  ON  FRIDAY,  THE  EIGH- 
TEENTH DAY  OF  FEBRUARY,  A.D.  1955,  A.  INV.  2485. 

PRESENT 

M.  Ex.  Como.  John  A.  M.  Taylor Grand  Z.)     n       A 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  B.  Henderson as  Grand  H.  >  rTran ., 

R.  Ex.  Comp.J.  E.  Girven as  Grand  J.j  Councii 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  R.  Charles  Brushett Grand  Sup't.  District  No.  1 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Rev.  C.  E.  Armstrong Grand  Chaplain 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Ed.  Brennan as  Grand  Treasurer 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Fred  J.  Johnson Grand  Scribe  E. 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  W.  N.  Moore as  Grand  Scribe  N. 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Reg.  Willett as  Grand  Principal  Soj. 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  Burnett  as  Grand  Senior  Soj. 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  G.  Bloomfield as  Grand  Junior  Soj. 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Chas.  Emmett as  Grand  D.  of  C. 

Ex.  Comp.  A.  Ransome as  Grand  Outer  Guard 

Ex.  Comp.  Don  Wilson as  Grand  Organist 

and  the  following  assisting: 

Ex.  Comp.  J.  Gardiner  Ex.  Comp.  C.  W.  Flett 

Ex.  Comp.  E.  Fencott  Ex.  Comp.  C.  Tofflemire 

Ex.  Comp.  F.  Ayerst  Ex.  Comp.  E.  Barchard 

Ex.  Comp.  J.  Gould  Ex.  Comp.  Ian  Scott 

Ex.  Comp.  Allan  Pye  Comp.  Rev.  John  H.  Whealen 

Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  at  8.30  p.m.  when  the 
Grand  First  Principal  announced  that  the  Especial  Convocation  had  been 
called  for  the  purpose  of  Dedicating  the  Chapter  Room  for  Prince  of 
Wales  Chapter  No.  71,  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Essex,  Ontario. 

The  Ceremony  being  concluded  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  First 
Principal  closed  Grand  Chapter  at  10.30  p.m. 

GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  CANADA 

PROCEEDINGS 

AN  ESPECIAL  CONVOCATION  OF  THE  GRAND  CHAPTER  OF 
ROYAL  ARCH  MASONS  OF  CANADA  WAS  HELD  IN  THE 
MASONIC  HALL,  CALEDONIA,  ONTARIO,  ON  WEDNESDAY, 
THE  THIRTIETH  DAY  OF  MARCH,  A.D.  1955,  A.  INV.  2485. 

PRESENT 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  John  A.  M.  Taylor Grand  Z.)     r^A 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  John  Lee as  Grand  H.  >  ^f^ 

E.  Ex.  Comp.  Reg.  Lewis as  Grand  J.  J   uounci1 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  James  C.  Leith    Grand  Supt.  District  No.  5 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Rev.  Carman  E.  Armstrong Grand  Chaplain 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Ernest  E.  Dobson as  Grand  Treasurer 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Fred  J.  Johnson Grand  Scribe  E. 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  H.  S.  Biggs Grand  Scribe  N. 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  S.  Permian as  Grand  Principal  Sojourner 

V.  Ex.  Comp.  S.  Sword as  Grand  Senior  Sojourner 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Clifford  Naylor as  Grand  Junior  Sojourner 

V.  Ex.  Comp.  Robert  H.  Taylor Grand  D.  of  C. 

V.  Ex.  Comp.  Z.  R.  Fulkerson Grand  Pursuivant 

Ex.  Comp.  H.  S.  Merrall as  Grand  Outer  Guard 
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and  the  following-  assisting: 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  T.  J.  Hicks  R.  Ex.  Comp.  C.  Pepper 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  F.  C.  Ackert  R.  Ex.  Comp.  C.  E.  Griffin 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  C.  W.  Emmett  R.  Ex.  Comp.  F.  Edg-ewood 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  A.  McGregor  R.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  L.  Churchill 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  W.  J.  Shaw  V.  Ex.  Comp.  S.  Valentine 

Ex.  Comp.  E.  T.  Spera  Ex.  Comp.  Clare  Howes 

Ex.  Comp.  J.  R.  Dunbar  Ex.  Comp.  F.  J.  Scott 

Ex.  Comp.  S.  H.  Dalman  Ex.  Comp.  D.  J.  Marriot 

Ex.  Comp.  G.  Myers  Ex.  Comp.  M.  K.  Thomas 

Ex.  Comp.  E.  Cross 
Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  at  8.45  p.m.,  when  the 
Grand  First  Principal  announced  that  the  Especial  Convocation  had  been 
called  for  the  purpose  of  Dedicating  the  Chapter  Room  for  Caledonia 
Chapter,  No.  236,  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada. 

The  Ceremony  being  concluded  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  First 
Principal  closed  Grand  Chapter  at  10.30  p.m. 

GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  CANADA 

PROCEEDINGS 

THE  NINETY-SEVENTH  ANNUAL  CONVOCATION  OF  THE  GRAND 
CHAPTER  OF  ROYAL  ARCH  MASONS  OF  CANADA,  HELD  IN 
THE  KING  EDWARD  HOTEL,  TORONTO,  ONTARIO,  ON  APRIL 
27th  AND  28th,  1955. 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  John  Alexander  Macdonald  Taylor Grand  Z. 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  John  Loftus  House Grand  H. 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Melville  S.  Gooderham Grand  J. 

PAST  GRAND  Z's 
M.  Ex.  Comps.  J.  M.  Burden,  R.  V.  Conover,  F.  W.  Dean,  C.  M.  Pitts,  A.  G. 
N.  Bradshaw. 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Rev.  Carman  E.  Armstrong Grand  Chaplain 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Fred  W.  Dean Grand  Treasurer 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Fred  J.  Johnson Grand  Scribe  E. 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  W.  J.  Neville as  Grand  Scribe  N. 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Roy  Anderson as  Grand  Principal  Soj. 

V.  Ex.  Comp.  A.  W.  Sandoz Grand  Senior  Soj. 

V.  Ex.  Comp.  H.  G.  Robb Grand  Junior  Soj. 

V.  Ex.  Comp.  Robt.  H.  Taylor Grand  Director  of  Ceremonies 

V.  Ex.  Comp.  Harold  Perkins Asst.  Grand  Director  of  Ceremonies 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  H.  Biggs as  Grand  Pursuivant 

Comp.  Walter  Wakefield Grand  Outer  Guard 

GRAND  SUPERINTENDENTS 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  R.  Charles  Brushett St.  Clair  District  No.  1 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Fred  Howard  Davis London  District  No.  2 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Clifford  Naylor Wilson  District  No.  3 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  William  Morris  Leonard Wellington  District  No.  4 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  James  Craig  Leith Hamilton  District  No.  5 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  John  F.  Adamson Huron  District  No.  6 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Joseph  Herbert  Hughes Niagara  District  No.  7 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Reginald  John  Lewis Toronto  East  District  No.  8 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Ernest  Edward  Dobson Toronto  West  District  No.  8A 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Cecil  John  Baxendale Georgian  District  No.  9 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Philip  Sydney  Conibear Ontario  District  No.  10 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Orval  Edgar  Kelly  Prince  Edward  District  No.  11 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  John  Harold  Kingstone St.  Lawrence  District  No.  12 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Colin  Brown  McDermid Ottawa  District  No.  13 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Robert  Royal  Douglas Algoma  District  No.  14 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  James  Talmack  Mitchell  New  Ontario  District  No.  15 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Kenneth  D.  MacKay Temiskaming  District  No.  16 
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GRAND  CHAPTER  OPENED 
A  Constitutional   number  of  Chapters  being   represented  by 
their  qualified  officers,   the  Ninety-Seventh  Annual   Convocation 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada  was  opened 
in  Ample  Form  at  ten  o'clock  a.m. 

DISTINGUISHED  GUESTS 

The  following  distinguished  guests  were  introduced  by  the 
Grand  Director  of  Ceremonies  V.  Ex.  Comp.  Robert  H.  Taylor. 
THE  GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  ROYAL  ARCH  MASONS  OF 

MANITOBA 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Wilfred  J.  McGregor,  Grand  Z. 
THE  GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  ROYAL  ARCH  MASONS  OF 

QUEBEC 

M.  Ex.  Comp,  Ralph  V.  Waller,  Grand  Z. 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Arthur  J.  Osgood,  P.G.Z.,  our  Grand  Repre- 
sentative near  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec 
SUPREME     GRAND     ROYAL      ARCH      CHAPTER     OF 

WESTERN  AUSTRALIA 

M.    Eminent    Comp.    Dr.    James    L.    Rossiter,    First    Grand 
Principal 
GRAND  ROYAL  ARCH  CHAPTER  OF  THE  STATE  OF 

ILLINOIS 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  William  H.  Stevens,  P.G.H.P.,  representing 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Ben  C.  Nead,  Grand  High  Priest 
GRAND  ROYAL  ARCH  CHAPTER  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Henry  F.  Smith,  Grand  H.P. 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Warren  E.  Kell,  Grand  Captain  of  the  Host 
GRAND      CHAPTER      ROYAL      ARCH      MASONS      OF 

MICHIGAN 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Penn  F.  Naylor,  Grand  H.P. 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Arthur  M.  Burke,  P.  Grand  H.P.,  our  Grand 
Representative  near  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Michigan 

M.   Ex.   Comp.    Roy   Andrus,   P.    Grand   H.P.,    and   Grand 
Secretary 
GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  NEW  HAMPSHIRE,  ROYAL  ARCH 

MASONS 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Horace  E.  Grant,  Grand  H.P. 
THE  GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  THE  STATE  OF  NEW  YORK, 

ROYAL  ARCH  MASONS 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Dr.  Wright  J.  Burley,  P.G.H.P.,  representing 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Laurence  R.  Atherton,  Grand  H.P. 

R.   Ex.   Comp.   Clifford   A.   McDonald,    our  Grand   Repre- 
sentative near  the  Grand  Chapter  of  New  York 
GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  ROYAL  ARCH  MASONS  OF  THE 

STATE  OF  OHIO 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  James  Gorham,  P.G.H.P.,  representing 
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M.  Ex.  Comp.  Stuart  E  Jones,  Grand  H.P.,  and  our  Grand 
Representative  near  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Ohio 
THE  GRAND  HOLY  ROYAL  ARCH  CHAPTER  OF  PENN- 
SYLVANIA 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Arthur  L.  Miller,  P.  Grand  H.P.,  our  Grand 

Representative  near  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania 

GRAND    CHAPTER     OF    ROYAL     ARCH     MASONS     IN 

VIRGINIA 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Walter  S.  Webh,  Grand  H.P. 
THE   GENERAL   GRAND   CHAPTER   OF   ROYAL    ARCH 

MASONS 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  William  F.  Clark,  P.G.H.P.,  representing 

M.   Ex.   Comp.   Tom   Quitman   Ellis,   General   Grand   High 
Priest,    and   our   Grand   Representative   near   the   Grand 
Chapter  of  Massachusetts 
GRAND  COUNCIL  OF  THE  ORDER  OF  HIGH  PRIEST- 
HOOD OF  ONTARIO 

M.  Ex.  Grand  President  and  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Dr.  George  E. 
French,  President 
THE  SOVEREIGN  GREAT  PRIORY  OF  CANADA  OF  THE 

UNITED  ORDERS  OF  THE  TEMPLE  AND  MALTA 

The  M.  Em.  Grand  Master  Frederic  G.  Mann,  Grand  Master 
THE  GRAND  COUNCIL  OF  ROYAL  8  SELECT  MASTERS 

OF  ONTARIO 

M.  111.  Comp.  R.  Ex.  Andrew  F.  Tannahill,  Grand  Master 
THE    GRAND    IMPERIAL    CONCLAVE    OF    THE    RED 

CROSS  OF  CONSTANTINE  OF  CANADA 

M.    111.    Grand    Sovereign    Andrew    F.    Tannahill,    G.C.C., 
Grand  Sov. 
SUPREME    COUNCIL    33°,   ANCIENT    AND    ACCEPTED 

SCOTTISH    RITE    OF    FREE    MASONRY    FOR    THE 

DOMINION  OF  CANADA 

Sovereign   Grand  Commander  and  M.   Ex.   Comp.   Clarence 
McL.  Pitts,  P.G.Z. 
THE     GRAND     LODGE     OF      ANCIENT      FREE      AND 

ACCEPTED      MASONS      OF      CANADA      IN      THE 

PROVINCE  OF  ONTARIO 

M.    Wor.    Bro.    and   Ex.    Comp.    Joseph    A.    Hearn,    Grand 
Master 

R.  Wor.  Bro.  and  Comp.  Ewart  G.  Dixon,  Grand  Secretary 

CIVIC  RECEPTION 
The  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z  directed  the  Grand  D.  of  C. 
to  retire  and  introduce  His  Worship,  the  Mayor  of  the  City  of 
Toronto.  Comp.  Nathan  Phillips.  The  Grand  Z  extended  a  very 
warm  and  cordial  welcome  to  the  Mayor  and  expressed  his  per- 
sonal pleasure  at  the  opportunity  of  greeting  one  who  had  served 
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well  in  civic  office  in  Craft  and  Capitular  Masonry. 

Replying  His  Worship  the  Mayor  R.  Wor.  Bro.  and  Comp. 
Nathan  Phillips  extended  the  greeting  of  the  City  of  Toronto  to 
all  the  Companions  and  distinguished  guests  from  our  Canadian 
and  Sister  Jurisdictions. 

He  stated  that  the  demands  on  his  time  were  very  heavy.  His 
record  up  to  date  was,  in  office  1 1 7  days  and  he  had  addressed 
over  500  meetings.  His  remarks  were  very  interesting  and  hum- 
orous. Before  leaving  he  expressed  the  hope  that  our  deliberations 
would  be  very  successful. 

The  Grand  Z  thanked  the  Mayor  for  his  interesting  remarks 
and  wished  for  him  success  in  the  future. 

The  Mayor  retired  under  the  escort  of  the  Grand  D.  of  C. 

ROYAL  ARCH  MASONS  WELCOME 
Most  Excellent  Comp.  Taylor  announced: 
"All  Royal  Arch  Masons,   in   good  standing,   and  properly 
vouched  for,  will  be  made  welcome  during  the  Convocation." 

MEMORIAL  SERVICE 
By  the  Grand  Chaplain,  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Rev.  Carman  E.  Armstrong 

The  delegates  joined  in  singing  the  hymn — "O  God  Our  Help 
in  Ages  Past". 

INVOCATION 

Omnipotent  Father,  unto  whom  all  hearts  are  open,  all  de- 
sires known,  and  from  whom  no  secrets  are  hid,  cleanse  the 
thoughts  of  our  hearts  by  the  inspiration  of  thy  Holy  Spirit,  that 
we  may  perfectly  love  Thee,  and  worthily  magnify  Thy  Name 
for  ever.     Amen. 

SCRIPTURE 

Psalm  24 

MEMORIAL  PRAYER 

O  God,  who  hast  been  our  help  in  ages  past  and  our  hope  for 
years  to  come,  we  bless  Thee  for  Thy  faithfulness,  of  which  there 
is  no  end. 

We  praise  Thee,  for  the  gifts  of  life,  which  only  Thou  canst 
bestow  and  for  thine  unfailing  goodness  that  overarches  all  our 
days. 

We  beseech  Thee,  Most  Gracious  Father,  to  forgive  our  sins 
and  purify  our  hearts  to  the  end  that  we  may  live  acceptably  in 
Thy  sight  and  worthily  serve  Thee  throughout  our  days. 

We  thank  Thee  for  the  manifestations  of  the  fraternal  spirit 
and  we  pray  that  that  spirit  may  prevail  in  this  our  convocation 
assembled  in  thy  most  Holy  Name. 

We  pray  O  God  that  unto  each  one  of  us  and  especially  unto 
those  chosen  to  be  our  leaders  in  this  Grand  Chapter,  may  be  given 
a  true  sense  of  duty  and  a  willingness  to  serve. 

Most  Glorious  and  Merciful  Lord,  we  implore  Thee  that  the 
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thoughts  of  the  brevity  of  human  life  may  wean  our  affections 
from  the  things  which  are  transitory  and  fix  them  more  devotedly 
upon  Thee  the  only  sure  refuge  in  the  time  of  need. 

We  bless  Thy  Holy  Name  for  all  Thy  servants  in  all  our 
Chapters  who  have  finished  their  course  especially  those  dear  unto 
our  own  souls  who  have  entered  into  their  rest.  And  rejoicing 
that  we  are  still  one  with  them  in  the  same  Holy  and  Fraternal 
fellowship,  we  pray  that  we  may  be  united  with  them  some  day 
in  the  joy  and  peace  of  the  perfect  life. 

And  at  last  Great  Architect  and  Supreme  Governor  of  the 
Universe,  when  our  journey  shall  near  its  end  —  when  the  silver 
chord  shall  be  loosed,  and  the  golden  bowl  broken,  may  the  lamp 
of  brotherly  love  dispel  the  gloom  of  the  darkness  and  may  we  all 
gain  an  entrance  into  that  Celestial  Chapter  above  and  stand  in 
Thy  Glorious  Presence  and  enjoy  a  loving  reunion  with  the  souls 
of  our  departed  Companions. 

May  we  then  O  GOD  be  perfect  in  the  happiness  of  HEAVEN 
and  durable  as  ETERNITY. 

And  Thine  O  Righteous  Father  shall  be  the  glory  forever  and 
forever.     Amen. 

The  delegates  then  joined  in  singing  the  National  Anthem. 

"GOD  SAVE  THE  QUEEN"  and 

"MY  COUNTRY  'TIS  OF  THEE" 

ABIDE  WITH  ME 

PRESENTATION  OF  LIVING  PAST  GRAND  Z's 

The  Grand  Z.,  Most  Ex.  Comp.  John  A.  M.  Taylor  re- 
quested the  Grand  Director  of  Ceremonies,  V.  Ex.  Comp.  Harold 
Smith  to  present  the  living  Past  Grand  Z's.  The  following  were 
present: 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  John  M.  Burden,  Q.C.,  Grand  Z.,  1943-1944. 
M.  Ex.  Comp.  Col.  Reginald  V.  E.  Conover,  O.B.E.,  Grand  Z.,  1945-1946. 
M.  Ex.  Comp.  Frederick  W.  Dean,  Grand  Z.,  1947-1948. 
M.  Ex.  Comp.  Clarence  McL.  Pitts,  Grand  Z.,  1949-1950. 
M.  Ex.  Comp.  Alexander  G.  N.  Bradshaw,  Grand  Z.,  1951-1952. 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  A.  M.  Taylor  extended  a  warm  and  sincere 
welcome  to  the  Past  Grand  Z's,  after  which  Grand  Honours  were 
accorded,  and  M.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  M.  Burden  spoke  on  behalf  of  the 
Grand  Z's. 

TORONTO  DISTRICTS  No.  8  and  8A  EXTEND  WELCOME 
To  the  Most  Excellent  The  Grand  First  Principal  John  Alexander 
MacDonald  Taylor.  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada: 

The  Companions  of  Toronto  Districts  No.  8  and  8A  deem 
it  an  honour  and  a  privilege  to  extend  sincere  fraternal  greetings 
on  this  the  Ninety-Seventh  Annual  Convocation  of  Grand  Chapter 
Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada. 

To  the  distinguished  guests  from  sister  jurisdictions  in 
Canada,  the  United  States,  and  far  off  lands  including  the  repre- 
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sentatives  from  other  Masonic  bodies,  we  extend  the  same  greet- 
ings. Be  assured  that  we  deem  it  a  great  honour  to  receive  you  in 
our  fair  city,  and  sincerely  hope  that  your  stay  will  be  a  most 
memorable  one. 


Most  Excellent  Sir: 

Your  term  as  our  Grand  First  Principal  is  rapidly  drawing 
to  a  close,  the  Principals,  Past  Principals  and  Companions  of  the 
twenty-six  Chapters  comprising  the  two  Toronto  Districts,  wish 
to  express  their  appreciation  and  thanks  for  your  tireless  devotion 
to  Royal  Arch  Masonry. 

The  Companions  know  all  too  well  the  weight  of  the  burden 
borne  by  the  Most  Excellent  The  Grand  First  Principal,  the  bur- 
den of  executive  leadership,  of  travelling,  of  the  trusteeship  of  the 
vast  heritage  that  has  come  down  to  us  through  the  ages. 

You,  Most  Excellent  Sir,  have  not  spared  yourself,  either  in 
time  or  energy,  in  your  efforts  to  further  the  best  interests  of 
Capitular  Masonry,  and  in  so  doing  you  have  endeared  yourself 
to  all  the  Companions  throughout  the  jurisdiction. 

Your  humble,  gracious  attitude  towards  all  Companions, 
coupled  with  your  willingness  to  impart  knowledge  and  advice, 
have  gained  for  you  a  vast  amount  of  respect  and  esteem.  You 
have  graced  your  exalted  office  with  dignity  and  carried  out  your 
duties  with  a  decorum  which  upholds  the  high  ideals  and  tradi- 
tions of  the  Royal  Craft.  It  has  been  our  proud  privilege  to  have 
served  under  you  during  the  past  two  years. 

It  is  our  most  earnest  prayer  that  you  may  be  long  spared 
to  continue  your  service  to  Capitular  Masonry. 

The  Toronto  Companions  hope  that  the  Ninety-Seventh 
Annual  Convocation  of  Grand  Chapter  will  be  memorable  and 
happy  for  all  who  take  part  and  that  the  deliberations  will  be  con- 
ducted in  harmony  and  blessed  by  Him  whom  we  all  humbly 
adore. 


Most  Excellent  Sir: 

In  presenting  you  with  this  address  of  welcome,  the  Principals 
of  the  twenty-six  Chapters  of  the  two  Toronto  Districts  wish  to 
express  to  you  in  some  tangible  way  their  deep  appreciation  of 
our  pleasant  associations  together.  They  therefore  ask  you  to 
accept  this  momento  as  a  lasting  reminder  of  those  associations  and 
may  the  Great  Jehovah  be  ever  with  you  and  yours. 
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St.  Andrews  &  St.  Johns,  No.  4 

P.  EMSLIE,  H.  J.  McCAW 
King  Solomon,  No.  8 

F.  HOLLIDAY,  H.  N.  CARR 
York,  No.  62 

J.  J.  SHEILDS,  J.  J.  SHEILDS 
St.  Pauls,  No.  6 

H.  B.  LANE,  A.  M.  McLEOD 
Orient,  No.  79 

W.  SMITH,  A.  0.  COOK 
Succoth,  No.  135 

D.  N.  SKERRETT,  M.  ACTON 
St.  Patrick,  No.  145 

L.  B.  MORRISON,  A.  J.  MARTIN 
Beaches,  No.  163 


A.  T.  TROTTER,  G.  E.  ALLEN 
Victoria,  No.  205 

J.  H.  PUGH,  H.  INCH 
St.   Albans,   No.   217 

W.  J.  WEBBER,  T.  R.  BRISCOE 
Beaver,  No.  225 

T.  WRIGHT,  S.  W.  ALEXANDER 
Aurora,  No.  235 

F.  J.  HUGHES,  G.  CHATBURN 
University,  No.  241 
R.  G.  POLLOCK,  F.  HACKING 
R.  J.  LEWIS, 
Grand  Superintendent 
J.  R.  LEGECY 
Secretary 


Presented  on  behalf  of  Toronto  District  No.  8A 


1955 


1954  —  DISTRICT  8A 
Occident,  No.  77 

E.  0.  ISARD,  H.  LESY 
Antiquity,  No.  91 

D.  M.  COGHILL,  C.  HOWES 
Skekinah,  No.  138 

T.  MURPHY,  T.  R.  TODD 
Peel,  No.  195 

K.  DAVIDSON,  E.  CARNEY 
Mount  Sinai,  No.  212 

H.  SAGLES,  M.  FIDLER 
Mimico,  No.  215 

M.  HAHN,  G.  H.  WALKER 
Ulster,  No.  219 

G.  SHEARD,  T.  H.  BAKER 
Lebanon,  No.  220 


A.  HARRIS,  G.  HORNER 
Port  Credit,  No.  230 

C.  DOBSON,  C.  M.  LOBBAN 
St.  Clair,  No.  231 

G.  E.  GENRY,  D.  N.  PUGSLEY 
King  Cyrus,  No.  232 

R.  J.  JOHNSTON,  S.  HENRY 
Oakwood,  No.  233 

A.  MUNRO,  E.  W.  HUMPHREYS 
Humber,  No.  246 

A.  F.  NESBETT,  R.  CRUISE 

E.  E.  DOBSON 

Grand  Superintendent 

H.  HUGHES 

Secretary 


M.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  A.  M.  Taylor  thanked  the  two  Grand 
Superintendents  and  the  Ex.  Comp.  First  Principals  for  their 
address  of  welcome  and  the  pleasing  presentation  for  Mrs.  Taylor, 
and  assured  them  that  he  had  appreciated  their  efforts  and  en- 
deavours on  behalf  of  their  Chapters  and  Districts.  He  asked 
them  to  continue  working  to  advance  the  aims  and  objects  of 
Royal  Arch  Masonry. 

CONFIRMATION  OF  MINUTES,  1954 
The  Grand  Scribe  E.  commenced  reading  the  minutes  of  the 
Proceedings  of  the  Ninety-Sixth  Annual  Convocation,  held  in  the 
City  of  Toronto,   when   it  was  moved  by  R.   Ex.   Comp.   J.   L. 
House,  seconded  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  M.  S.  Gooderham. 

Resolved — "That  as  the  Proceedings  of  the  last  Annual  Convocation, 
held  Wednesday  and  Thursday,  April  28  and  29,  1954,  have  been  printed 
and  copies  thereof  sent  to  all  the  Chapters  in  this  Jurisdiction,  the  record- 
ed Minutes  be  considered  as  read,  and  the  same  is  now  confirmed." 

ORDER  OR  BUSINESS 
It  was  moved  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  L.  House,  and  seconded  by 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  M.  S.  Gooderham,  and — 

Resolved — "That  the  Order  of  Business  of  this  Grand  Convocation  be 
changed  at  the  discretion  of  the  Grand  Z." 
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COMMITTEE  ON  CREDENTIALS 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  James  W.  Woodland,  Chairman  of  the 
Credentials  Committee  reported  that  there  are  156  Warranted 
Chapters  on  the  Roll  of  Grand  Chapter,  of  which  140  Chapters 
were  represented  by  the  following:  — 

Chapter 

No.       1— K.  H.  Gibson,  Z.;  C.  H.  Hall,  T.  N.  Clark,  E.  A.  Peters,  PZ's. 
No.       2— S.  H.  Dolman,  Z.;  A.  Miller,  JL;  J.  C.  Leith,  C.  R.  Lloyd,  J.  Ren- 
frew, PZ's. 
No.       3— E.  W.  Hall,  P.Z.  (Proxy). 
No.       4— H.  J.  McCaw,  Z.;  R.  Dearden,  H.;  R.  H.  McElhinney,  P.  Emslee, 

H.  E.  Hodgins,  T.  E.  Peck,  W.  F.  Eccles,  L.  G.  Jackson,  A. 

A.  Kitchen.  V.  L.  Mutton,  G.  W.  Slack,  G.  G.  Sheppard,  P.Z.'s. 
No.       5— L.  N.  Allen,  H.;  A.  Cavanagh,  P.  Brown,  P.Z.'s. 
No.       6- -F.  Scott,  Z.;  G.  Riece,  J.;  C.  R.  Lloyd,  G.  W.  Britton,  J.  Eydt, 

P  Z  's 
No.       7— A.  W.'rfaggar,  Z.;  H.  C.  McElrath,  V.  H.  Graves,  H.  S.  Me- 

Elrath,    P.Z.'s. 
No.       8— H.  Carr,  Z.;  G.  McConnell,  H.;  D.  Reid,  J.;  F.  J.  Johnson,  E. 

Woolcock,  W.  M.  Hollywell,  J.  C.  De  La  Rosa,  A.  Lewis,  A. 

Carwithen,  A.  L.  Tinker,  F.  Holliday,  F.  S.  Hutchinson,  A. 

Ottis,  W.  H.  Hoare,  P.Z.'s. 
No.     15— H.  R.  Marriott,  Z. 
No.     16— J.  S.  H.  Taylor,  Z.;  F.  A.  McDiarmid,  N.  Bright,  W.  J.  Neville, 

L.  B.  Gillespie,  R.  J.  Axcell,  F.  G.  Smith,  P.Z's. 
No.     18— H.  Hall,  Z.;  A.  E.  Thurlow,  H.;  A.  Wishart,  W.  J.  Ratz,  J.  Hil- 

mer,  P.Z's. 
No.     19 — J.  C.  Wismer,  Z.;  W.  S.  Coolin,  J.;  C.  M.  Porter,  A.  E.  Coombs, 

J.  Dickie,  F.  B.  Lottridge,  P.Z's. 
No.     20 — R.    W.    E.    McFadden    (proxy),    S.    Valentine,    A.    MacGregor, 

P  Z's 
No.     22— E.  A*.  Cook  (proxy),  P.Z. 
No.     23— E.  Hind,  P.Z. 
No.     24-^J.  S.  Barr,  Z.;  J.  Adamson,  C.  R.  Watridge,  F.  Bradley,  P.  N. 

Riches,  P.Z's. 

No.     26 H.  Burke,  P.Z.  (proxy);  N.  M.  Spragge,  C.  H.  Kinnear,  P.Z's. 

No.     27— J.  M.  Taylor,  Z.;  B.  M.  Conron,  P.Z. 

No.     28— J.  R.  Wheeler,  Z.;  W.  L.  Huston,  J.;  N.  W.  Purdy,  D.  Ross,  H. 

0.  Flintoff,  P.Z's. 
No.     29— R.  R.  Reece,  Z.;  R.  Ash,  H.;  A.  Rigg,  J.;  C.  A.  Brown,  0.  M. 

Krick,   E.   C.   McCullagh,   F.   R.   Martin,   T.    Camelford,   R. 

Wright,  P.Z's. 
No.     30— R.  E,  Pfrimmer,  Z.;  W.  H.  Roope,  P.Z. 
No.     31— D.  Campbell,  Z.;  H.  Allison,  H.;  E.  R.  Hodgson,  W.  T.  Havery, 

P  Z's 
No.     32— D.  J.  Marriott,  Z.;  W.  A.  Crawford,  H.;  F.  C.  Ackert,  T.  For- 
rester, T.  J.  Muir,  G.  J.  Johnson,  P.Z's. 
No.     34— J.  E.  Williams,  Z.;   R.  A.   Stewart,  H.  E.  McCullough,   F.   B. 

Shannon,  P.Z's. 
No.     35— C.  W.  Stafford,  H.;  P.  S.  Conibear,  R.  McNee,  J.  N.  R.  Thomas, 

H.  N.  Pringle,  A.  E.  Kearney,  P.Z's. 
No.     36— R.  W.  Williams,  Z.;   F.  G.  Mann,  J.  E.  Girven,  D.  D.  Brown, 

P.Z's. 
No.     37— W.  H.  Meldrum,  Z.;  E.  G.  Barrowclough,  P.Z. 
No.     40— J.  W.  Frey,  Z.;  J.  A.  Robertson,  C.  E.  Morgan,  P.Z's. 
No.     41— J.  W.  Eckhardt,  Z.;   E.   C.  Johnson,  H.;   H.  R.  Nagle,   E.   A. 

Webber,  P.Z's. 
No.     44— E.  Zeran,  Z.;  A.  V.  Roy,  L.  B.  Mellow,  P.Z.'s. 
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Xo.     45— A.  Walfrain,  P.Z.  (proxy);  A.  A.  Kemp,  P.Z. 

No.     47— L.  E.  Veale,  P.Z.   (proxy). 

No.     48— W.  S.  Cooper,  P.Z.  (proxy). 

No.     54— J.  Oswald,  P.Z.  (proxy);  F.  H.  Davis,  P.Z. 

No.  55— C.  A.  Larson,  Z.;  F.  L.  Thomson,  J.;  E.  H.  Brenner,  I.  B.  Col- 
lard,  P.Z's. 

No.  56— G.  I.  Nystrom,  Z.;  W.  T.  Kennedy,  H.;  C.  J.  Baxendale,  R.  V. 
Garbutt,  P.Z's. 

No.     57— L.  L.  Doan,  Z.;  A.  E.  Langman,  P.Z. 

No.     59— W.  E.  Morden,  Z.;  J.  H.  Kingstone,  P.Z. 

No.  62^J.  Shield,  Z.;  W.  Mitchell,  H.;  C.  M.  Platten,  S.  Tonkin,  B.  B. 
Young,  W.  J.  Grierson,  A.  B.  Dalby,  A.  W.  Sandos,  W.  Cook, 
G.  A.  Cooper,  P.  W.  Fair,  W.  Clark,  P.Z's. 

No.     63 — C.  0.  Bridge,  Z.;  R.  J.  Kincaid,  J.  L.  Lamont,  P.Z's 

No.  64— E.  C.  Hudon,  Z.;  R.  H.  Dilamarter,  J.;  C.  E.  Griffin,  L.  R.  Bren- 
nan,  F.  H.  Hardy,  P.Z's. 

No.  65— A.  McLeod,  Z.;  A.  C.  Wildman,  H.;  N.  M.  Broadfoot,  J.;  M.  S. 
Gooderham,  H.  B.  Lane,  A.  E.  Hanna,  R.  P.  Sibbald,  C.  B. 
Parker,  H.  G.  Robb,  D.  H.  Boddington,  C.  C.  Kilner,  A.  J. 
Smith,  N.  S.  Clark,  G.  R.  McBride,  P.Z's. 

No.     66— J.  B.  Higgins,  Z.;  D.  E.  Kyle,  J.;  J.  W.  Crich,  P.Z. 

No.     67^J.  F.  Edward,  P.Z.  (proxy);  G.  H.  Thomas,  A.  McGugan,  P.Z's. 

No.  68— K.  Forbes,  Z.;  H.  D.  Hyndman,  C.  D.  Beckett,  L.  G.  Coleman, 
P.Z's. 

No.     69 — A.  Jarvis,  P.Z.  (proxy). 

No.     71— D.  Hines,  Z.;  R.  C.  Brushett,  B.  Smith,  J.  D.  Wilson,  P.Z's. 

No.  75 — E.  Zimmerman,  Z.;  J.  A.  M.  Taylor,  H.  Horrop,  J.  E.  Hartly, 
P  Z's 

No.  76— C.  H.  Sheppard,  P.Z.  (proxy);  J.  H.  Hughes,  G.  E.  French, 
P  Z's 

No.  77— W.  R.  Brankston,  H.;  F.  P.  Wrattan,  J.;  S.  G.  Newdick,  J.  Gil- 
christ, H.  P.  Hopkinson,  W.  H.  Shearer,  J.  A.  Prince,  A. 
Green,  H.  Smith,  C.  Clayton,  D.  Falconer,  W.  Damp,  S. 
Soley,  J.  M.  Burden,  C.  W.  Emmett,  J.  W.  Woodland,  E.  K. 
Hogaboom,  E.  O.  Esard,  P.Z's. 

No.  79— A.  0.  Cook,  Z.;  J.  Williams,  H.;  L.  L.  Querie,  W.  Scott,  R.  V. 
Edge,  J.  W.  Wright,  P.Z's. 

No.  80— H.  B.  Porter,  Z.;  G.  I.  Smyth,  H.;  W.  E.  Tregenza,  F.  N. 
Heuchan,  J.  H.  Gardiner,  E.  J.  Barchard,  P.Z's. 

No.     81— H.  P.  Grant,  P.Z.  (proxy);  S.  W.  W.  Durkee,  S.  D.  Lacey,  P.Z's. 

No.     82— E.  S.  Pearson,  Z. 

No.     83— A.  W.  Gillespie,  P.Z.  (proxy);  R.  W.  Calver,  P.Z. 

No.  84 — M.  Davis,  Z.;  J.  McLean,  T.  Burke,  K.  M.  McLennan,  D.  Mur- 
ray, P.Z's. 

No.  88— G.  Higgs,  Z.;  E.  R.  Paling,  W.  E.  Hopper,  H.  M.  Dunlop,  S. 
Hanks,  S.  Duddy,  E.  H.  Logan,  S.  Jones,  A.  Shute,  E.  W. 
Slaght,  P.Z's. 

No.     90— P.  C.  Freeberg,  P.Z.  (proxy);  C.  E.  Letman,  P.Z. 

No.  91— C.  Howse,  Z.;  W.  Wiseman,  H.;  A.  F.  Tannahill,  A.  Brock,  J. 
Bailey,  H.  Nelson,  A.  Geary,  J.  Silk,  S.  Donnan,  R.  Somer- 
ville,  D.  E.  Coghill,  D.  Calder,  W.  J.  Stewart,  P.Z's. 

No.  94— L.  A.  Gilkinson,  Z.;  G.  McGinnis,  H.;  H.  Bouch,  J.;  F.  S. 
Crichton,  A.  Rettie,  W.  C.  Blackwell,  G.  McCombe,  P.Z's. 

No.     95— F.  Lumley  Sr.  Z.;  G.  Grieve,  G.  Shute,  P.Z's. 

No.  102— J.  H.  Davey,  Z.;  J.  E.  Davidson,  P.Z. 

No.  103-^J.  T.  Mitchell,  P.Z.  (proxy);  B.  Nott,  P.Z. 

No.  104— H.  Barrett,  Z.;  W.  Edwards,  C.  Sherry,  P.Z's. 

No.  110— A.  B.  Buchanan,  Z.;  H.  S.  Ewing,  J.  S.  Ewing,  P.Z's. 

No.  113— J.  M.  Pottie,  P.Z. 

No.  114— H.  W.  Mayhew,  G.  Gordon,  P.Z's. 
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No.  115— R.  C.  Walker,  Z.;  N.  B.  McAlpine,  H.;  J.  L.  Churchill,  C.  Naylor, 

P  Z's 
No.  116— A.  A.  Wright,  Z.;  W.  H.  Edwards,  P.Z. 
No.  117— A.  C.  Mason,  P.Z.  (proxy);  G.  H.  Shannon,  B.  M.  McNaughton, 

W.   J.  Leach,  G.  Carthy,  F.  Hoodless,  0.  A.  Keffer,  W.  J. 

James,  W.  R.  Cooper,  R.  J.  Brown,  P.Z's. 
No.  119— L.  E.  Henderson,  H.;  J.  A.  Mclntyre,  J.;  A.  S.  H.  Cree,  R.  A. 

Willett,  E.  H.  Brennan,  G.  Bloomfield,  P.Z's. 
No.   130 — J.  Norton,  Z.;  L.  A.  Smith,  C.  Stephenson,  P.Z's. 
No.  131— J.  Bell,  Z.;  L.  McKenzie,  J.;  W.  M.  Lee,  C.  H.  Whicher,  D.  R. 

Davidson,  P.Z's. 
No.  133— T.  J.  Porter,  Z.;  G.  P.  Marshall,  H.;   G.  E.  Armstrong,  G.  A. 

Phillips,  W.  McCollum,  P.Z's. 
No.  135— M.  Acton,  Z. 
No.  138— T.  R.  Todd,  Z.;  R.  R.  Parsons,  H.;  J.  C.  Spencer,  J.;  J.  Benson, 

E.  A.  Snell,  E.  H.  Hughes,  E.  W.  Pearson,  A.  W.  Cook,  G.  H. 
A.  Swanston,  R.  Ackerman,  H.  Huggins,  E.  E.  Dobson,  H.  0; 
Hughes,  P.Z's. 

No.  140— E.  S.  Pearson,  P.Z.  (proxy). 

No.  143— S.  McLennan,  H.;  W.  S.  McLean,  P.Z.  (proxy);  C.  B.  McDer- 
mid,  P.Z. 

No.  144— K.  McQuoid,  P.Z.  (proxy);  0.  E.  Kelly,  P.Z. 

No.  145— A.  J.  Martin,  Z.;  C.  L.  Ford,  H.;  B.  K.  Bell,  J.;  J.  R.  Legecy,  M. 
A.  Searle,  P.  W.  Rogers,  W.  J.  Tow,  E.  E.  Reid,  R.  H.  Dee, 
T.  S.  Westcott,  E.  Hewett,  W.  C.  Johnston,  W.  E.  Pomeroy, 
R.  J.  Lewis,  W.  J.  Johnston,  R.  L.  Carr,  L.  B.  Morrison,  C. 

F.  Bolton,  C.  A.  Wass,  P.Z's. 

No.  146-^J.  A.  Wilson,  Z.;  A.  Dodds,  H.;  G.  McKechnie,  J.;  M.  G.  Beatty, 

F.  Hay,  W.  H.  Sargent,  P.Z's. 
No.  147— J.  W.  Stewart,  P.Z. 

No.  148— D.  J.  Mcintosh,  P.Z.   (proxy);  B.  G.  O'Flaherty,  P.Z. 
No.  149— P.  C.  Freeberg,  P.Z.  (proxy). 
No.  150^T.  Duffy,  Z.;  D.  A.  McDonald,  H.;  A.  G.  N.  Bradshaw,  L.  A. 

Steele,  J.  Bell,  J.  W.  Carson,  T.  Welch,  R.  Fulton,  P.Z's. 
No.  151— C.  Stone,  Z.;  W.  J.  Charles,  H.;  R.  Childerhose,  J.;  E.  T.  Wood, 

P.Z. 
No.  152— P.  C.  Freeberg,  P.Z.  (proxy). 
No.  153— T.   MacNally,   H.;    G.   G.   Pearson,   J.   Burnett,   E.   K.   Rupert, 

P  Z's 
No.  155— -J.  G.  Meyers,  Z.;  J.  H.  Woodley,  E.  H.  Wood,  A.  S.  Martin, 

P.Z's. 
No.  161— C.  Whittemore,  Z.;  E.  T.  Naylor,  P.Z. 
No.  163— G.  F.  Allen,  Z.;  A.  J.  Stringer,  H.  Perkins,  T.  J.  Mason,  L.  A. 

Woolger,  T.  Middleton,  P.Z's. 
No.  167— C.  P.  Eagles,  A.  E.  Langman,  P.Z's. 
No.  168— H.  Beatty,  Z.;  J.  Thain,  J.  Meier,  P.Z's. 
No.  169— D.  P.  Young,  Z.;  Jos.  Penman,  P.Z. 
No.  175— J.  R.  Barr,  Z.;  B.  C.  Tebbs,  H.;  F.  W.  Dean,  W.  J.  Shaw,  A.  P. 

L.  Goering,  D.  L.  Ewing,  P.Z's. 
No.  184— H.  S.  Winkworth,  Z. 
No.  195— E.  Carney,  Z.;  R.  V.  Conover,  E.  Hay,  H.  Spratt,  F.  Kline,  K. 

Davidson,  P.Z's. 
No.  198— H.  V.  Sansom,  Z.;  D.  C.  Patmore,  W.  Russell,  H.  M.  Gill,  P.Z.'s. 
No.  203— K.  D.  MacKay,  P.Z. 

No.  205— H.  Ince,  Z.;  C.  R.  Scott,  H.  Sparks,  G.  Topper,  P.Z's. 
No.  210— W.  J.  Campbell,  Z. 

No.  212— M.  Fidler,  Z.;  S.  J.  Sword,  S.  Perlman,  A.  L.  Tinker,  P.Z's. 
No.  213— L.  C.  Current,  Z. 
No.  215— W.  B.  Angst,  H.;  T.  B.  Rogers,  L.  B.  Mellow,  P.Z's. 
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No.  _>it— T.  R.  Briscoe,  Z.;  W.  J.  Raeburn,  H.;  W.  Wyllie,  J.  Turnbull, 
J.  E.  Bedwell,  C.  R.  Kincaid,  J.  Webber,  J.  L.  House,  J.  A. 
Mackie,  H.  A.  F.  Schvtte,  S.  J.  Morris,  J.  A.  Burton,  G.  W. 
McRae,  P.Z's. 

No.  218— B.  Robinson,  Z.;  S.  Patterson,  W.  Newell,  A.  H.  Jelly,  W.  Tip- 
ping, W.  Pacev,  P.Z's. 

No.  219— T.  H.  Barker,  Z.;  A.  D.  Napier,  J.;  J.  L.  Hewson,  D.  S.  Mac- 
Lachlan,  R.  A.  Boddy,  G.  R.  Sheard,  J.  L.  Bremner,  J.  L. 
Darge,  G.  Anthony,  P.Z's. 

No.  220— G.  H.  Horner,  Z.;  J.  B.  Richardson,  H.;  J.  A.  Evans,  W.  H.  Carr, 
W.  J.  Newlove,  W.  A.  McKague,  J.  H.  Dickens,  W.  F.  Leuty, 
R.  N.  Carr,  W.  M.  Creech,  P.Z's. 

No.  221 — L.  Armstrong,  P.  Ramage,  H.  McKechnie,  <W.  M.  Lennard,  P.Z.'s. 

No.  222— J.  Sinclair,  Z.;  C.  M.  Pitts,  H.  T.  C.  Humphries,  P.Z.'s. 

No.  223— J.  Morgan,  Z. 

No.  224— M.  R.  Thomas,  Z.;  P.  M.  Bruce,  H.;  W.  J.  Button,  J.  A.  Atkin- 
son, P.Z's. 

No.  225— S.  W.  Alexander,  Z.;  F.  W.  D.  Welham,  J.;  R.  Wilson,  J.  E.  Day, 
J.  Pickard,  W.  Pendleton,  J.  F.  Winton,  E.  Woodstock,  F.  H. 
Carter,  J.  Alcorn,  C.  L.  Carter,  P.Z's. 

No.  226— B.  Hands,  P.Z. 

No.  227— C.  West,  Z.;  B.  H.  Smith,  M.  R.  Anderson,  P.Z's. 

No.  230 — C.  M.  Lobban,  Z.;  A.  R.  Jameson,  H.;  R.  Young,  J.;  R.  H.  Jame- 
son, C.  Dobson,  D.  J.  McKee,  P.Z's. 

No.  231 — J.  W.  Woodland,  P.Z.  (proxy);  G.  E.  Henry,  W.  K.  Herd,  R. 
Corner,  W.  G.  Davey,  A.  E.  Johnson,  H.  L.  Martyn,  P.Z's. 

No.  232— C.  J.  Henry,  Z.;  W.  W.  Lester,  J.;  R.  Fick,  E.  W.  Hazard,  E.  H. 
Stanners,  C.  R.  Harris,  A.  L.  Tinker,  W.  J.  Black,  A.  E. 
Langman,  R.  J.  Johnston,  T.  H.  Williamson,  P.Z's. 

No.  233— E.  W  Humphreys,  Z.;  W.  Burton,  J.;  W.  E.  Gardner,  A.  Mun- 
roe,  S.  Carlile,  A.  McD.  Hannah,  E.  D.  W.  Sproule,  C.  F. 
Bolton,  W.  E.  Hayward,  S.  R.  Heaps,  P.Z's. 

No.  234— J.  E.  McCaig,  Z.;  F.  Wilson,  P.Z. 

No.  235— G.  Chatburn,  Z.;  H.  Barron,  JL;  F.  D.  Lacey,  T.  Newton,  R.  H. 
Cook,  F.  E.  Hope,  W.  F.  Boaks,  P.Z's. 

No.  236 — I.  Daniels,  J.;  C.  Matteson,  E.  D.  Burk,  E.  Reid,  H.  S.  Merrall, 
F.  Brown,  P.Z's. 

No.  238— R.  Taig,  Z.;  L.  E.  Fortners,  H.;  W.  L.  Davies,  J.;  W.  G.  Chap- 
man, B.  R.  Scott,  R.  Hatton,  E.  W.  Mitchell,  P.Z.'s 

No.  240— S.  Magder  (proxy),  F.  Hays,  W.  McKinnell,  J.  N.  Davis,  P.Z's. 

No.  241— W.  S.  M.  Enouy  (proxy),  H.  S.  Biggs,  A.  Pickles,  E.  Pickles, 
H.  A.  Parkes,  R.  G.  Pollock,  P.  W.  Rogers,  P.Z's. 

No.  242—0.  Kennedy,  H.;  J.  B.  Lawrence,  F.  G.  Sheppard,  P.Z's. 

No.  243— E.  T.  Spera  (proxy),  E.  H.  Brennan,  J.  H.  Lee,  W.  M.  Spera, 
P  Z's 

No.  245— W.  Corry,  Z.;  F.  Illingworth,  P.Z. 

No.  246— R.  Cruise,  Z.;  H.  E.  Harrison,  H.;  W.  G.  Gunn,  J.;  S.  J.  Totten, 
F.  S.  Fordham,  J.  R.  Johnson,  R.  H.  Taylor,  A.  F.  Nisbet,  Jr., 
A.  F.  Nisbet,  Sr.,  H.  J.  Rees,  D.  J.  McLean,  P.Z's. 

No.  247—1.  Parkinson,  Z.;  L.  J.  Gent,  H.  Holmes,  G.  Tucker,  P.Z's. 

No.  248— S.  H.  G.  Connack,  Z. 

No.  249— A.  E.  Moffatt,  H.;  A.  L.  Blanchard,  J.;  H.  G.  Freeman,  P.Z. 

Xo.  250— A.  Pye,  Z.;  J.  B.  Henderson,  P.Z. 

No.  251— M.  Kaplan,  Z.;  L.  W.  Coombs,  R.  A.  Bilbrough,  P.Z's. 

No.  252— J.  H.  Coleman  (proxy),  P.Z.;  J.  Gorham,  P.Z. 

No.  253— E.  Thomas,  Z.;  F.  M.  Given,  H.;  E.  Ford,  J.;  E.  Hind,  A.  E. 
Williamson,  H.  V.  Ryerse,  P.Z's. 

Xo.  254— R.  R.  Douglas,  C.  Fotheringham,  P.Z's. 

No.  255— R.  D.  MacDonald,  W.  L.  Young,  C.  Fotheringham,  P.Z's. 

No.  256 — A.  G.  Guntor,  P.Z.  (proxy). 
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No.  257— J.  F.  Boucher,  P.Z. 

The  following  16  Chapters  were  not  represented: 

St.  James  No.  46,  Bruce  No.  53,  Pembroke  No.  58,  Granite  No.  61, 
Keystone  No.  72,  Erie  No.  73,  Beaver,  No.  74,  Minnewawa  No.  78,  St. 
Johns  No.  112,  Elliot  No.  129,  Leeds  No.  132,  King  Darius  No.  134,  Klon- 
dike No.  154,  Lome  No.  164,  Vimy  No.  214,  Blenheim  No.  239. 
140  Chapters  represented. 
16  Chapters  not  represented. 

156 

There  were  623  Registered  Delegates  having  a  total  vote  of 
836. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted, 

JAMES  W.  WOODLAND,  Chairman. 
EDWARD    H.    STANNER,    Vice-Chairman. 

It  was  moved  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  L.  House,  seconded  by  R. 
Ex  Comp.  J.  W.  Woodland  and: — 

Resolved — That  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Credentials  be  re- 
ceived and  adopted. 

GRAND  REPRESENTATIVES 

The  Most  Excellent,  the  Grand  Z.  directed  the  Grand  Scribe 
E.  to  call  the  roll  of  Representatives  of  Sister  Grand  Jurisdictions, 
when  they  assembled  before  the  Altar.  The  following  Grand 
Representatives  answered  their  names: 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Robert  N.  McElhinney,  Toronto      Alabama 

M.  "  "  Reg.    V.    Conover,    Brampton    Alberta 

V.  "  "  Percy    W.    Rogers,    Toronto     Arizona 

M.  "  "  John  L.  House,  Toronto       British   Columbia 

R.  "  "  D.    Calder,    Toronto  California 

R.  "  "  George  W.  Slack,  Uxbridge    Delaware 

R.  "  "  B.    H.    Smith,    Belleville  District   of   Columbia 

R.  "  "  M.    S.    Gooderham,    Toronto    Florida 

R.  "  "  F.   A.  McDiarmid,   Ottawa    Idaho 

R.  "  "  J.   W.   Woodland,   Toronto    Illinois 

R.  "  "  A.  L.  Tinker,  Toronto  Indiana 

R.  "  "  R.  W.  McFadden,  Brantford  Ireland 

R.  "  "  A.  S.  H.   Cree,  D.D.,  Leamington    Kentucky 

R.  "  "  J.  Carson,  Hamilton  Louisiana 

R.  "  "  Edwin   A.    Cook,   Prescott      Maine 

V.  "  "  A.   J.   Stringer,   Toronto      Massachusetts 

M.  "  "  Fred   W.   Dean,   Hamilton  Michigan 

R.  "  "  H.   T.   C.   Humphries,    Ottawa      Mississippi 

R.  "  "  Wm.   J.   Tow,   Toronto  Missouri 

R.  "  "  W.  S.  M.  Enouy,  Toronto    Nebraska 

R.  "  "  A.   Cavanagh,   London  New  Brunswick 

R.  "  '*  N.  M.  Sprague,  Trenton      New    Hampshire 

R.  "  "  G.  H.  Shannon,  Kitchener     New   Jersey 

R.  "  "  F.  J.  Johnson,  Long  Branch   New  South   Wales 

M.  "  "  John    M.    Burden,    Toronto    New  York 

R.  "  "  J.  Austin   Evans,   Toronto  New  Zealand 

R.  '  "  Joseph  Penman,   New  Liskeard    North  Carolina 

R.  "  "  L.   Hewson,   Toronto    North   Dakota 

M.  "  "  C.  M.  Pitts,   Ottawa  Nova   Scotia 

M.  "  "  A.   G.   N.   Bradshaw,   London    Ohio 

R.  "  "  Wm.   E.   Tregenza,   Windsor      Oregon 

M.  "  "  J.  A.  M.  Taylor,  Hornby  Quebec 

R.  "  "  E.  H.  Brennan,  Leamington    Rhode  Island 

R.  "  "  J.  E.   Girven,   Peterborough    Saskatchewan 

V.  "  "  Alex.   McD.   Hannah,   Toronto    Scotland 

R.  "  "  D.  C.  Patmore,  Orillia  South   Dakota 

R  "  "  Chas.    Fotheringham,    Perth    Tennessee 

V.  "  "  J.  T.   Gilchrist,  Toronto  Utah 

R.  "  "  Chas.  H.  Sheppard,  Niagara  Falls   Vermont 
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V  Sydney   G.   Newdick.  Toronto    Victoria 

R.  Fred    G.   Smith,    Ottawa    Virginia 

R  "         M.  A.  Searle,  Toronto      Washington 

R  Wm.  J.  Shaw,  Hamilton      Western   Australia 

R.  ••  -         J.  B.  Henderson.  Windsor    West    Virginia 

R.  ••  '•         S.    Perlman,    Toronto     Wisconsin 

Most  Ex.  Comp.  J.  A.  M.  Taylor  extended  a  warm  welcome 
to  the  representatives  and  asked  them  to  keep  in  contact  with  their 
respective  Grand  Chapters  and  to  try  and  strengthen  the  fraternal 
bonds  of  union  with  our  sister  jurisdictions.  Grand  Honors  were 
then  given  to  the  44  representatives,  M.  Ex.  Comp.  R.  V.  E. 
Conover  spoke  on  behalf  of  all  representatives  present. 

GRAND  Z'S  ADDRESS 

To  the  Officers  and  Companions  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada. 

My  Companions:  Another  year  has  passed.  The  Great 
Jehovah  has  assuredly  been  very  gracious  to  us.  We  earnestly  pray 
that  by  His  grace  and  love  and  power,  all  mankind  may  eventually 
be  brought  into  one  Brotherhood.  "On  Earth  Peace  to  all  men 
of  good  will".  Let  us  all  give  thanks  to  Him  for  His  richest  bless- 
ings:— Health,  Happiness  and  Contentment. 

We  are  once  more  meeting  in  this  great  City  of  Toronto;  a 
city  of  beautiful  homes;  a  city  of  vast  industries  and  untold  wealth 
— situated  as  the  hub  of  this  vast  Province  and  of  our  Grand 
Jurisdiction,  with  ample  hotel  accommodation.  This  makes  a 
fitting  setting  for  our  Annual  Convocation. 

We  are  again  indebted  to  our  hosts,  the  Principals'  Associa- 
tion of  the  two  Toronto  Districts,  Eight  and  Eight  A.  We  extend 
thanks  to  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Leith  Querie,  the  immediate  Past-President 
for  the  invitation  to  meet  here  and  to  the  Grand  Superintendents, 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Reg.  J.  Lewis,  and  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Ernie  Dobson, 
and  to  all  the  members  of  the  Association  for  their  great  contribu- 
tion to  Grand  Chapter. 

It  is  a  real  source  of  delight  to  this  Grand  Chapter  to  extefnd 
a  hearty  welcome  to  our  distinguished  guests  from  Sister  Jurisdic- 
tions in  this  Dominion  and  from  our  neighbouring  Grand  Chap- 
ters of  the  United  States  of  America.  Many  of  our  guests  are  here 
for  the  first  time.  We  assure  you  of  a  most  cordial  and  sincere 
welcome.  Your  attendance  will  assist  us  greatly  in  the  success  of 
our  Convocation.  I  want  you  to  enjoy  yourselves  as  I  have  been 
privileged  to  do  on  my  visits  to  your  Grand  Chapters.  Let  this 
be  an  opportunity  to  make  more  friends  and  strengthen  the  ties 
and  good-will  between  these  two  great  nations. 

We  are  indeed  thrilled  to  be  able  to  once  again  extend  a  warm 
and  sincere  welcome  to  a  friend:  a  great  Mason;  our  much  loved 
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and  highly  esteemed  Grand  Master,  Most  Worshipful  Brother  and 
Excellent  Companion,  Joseph  A.  Hearn,  Grand  Master  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  A.F.  &  A.M.  of  Canada,  in  the  Province  of  Ontario. 
His  very  presence  is  an  inspiration  and  will  contribute  much  to  the 
enjoyment  and  happiness  of  all  the  Companions.  We  pledge  our 
continued  loyalty  and  allegiance  to  our  Grand  Master  and  Grand 
Lodge.  He  is  accompanied  by  the  genial  Grand  Secretary,  Rt. 
Worshipful  Brother  and  Companion,  Ewart  G.  Dixon,  Q.C. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

Acknowledgment  of  Resolution  of  Loyalty  to  Her  Gracious 
Majesty  The  Queen,  which  was  forwarded  through  the  Secretary 
of  State. 

The  following  reply  was  received  from  the  Private  Secretary 
to  Her  Majesty  The  Queen  : 

'Buckingham  Palace, 
25th  May,  1954' 
'I  am  commanded  by  the  Queen  to  ask  you  to  convey  to  the 
members  of  the  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Canada,  Her  Majesty's  thanks  for  their  most  kind  message  of 
loyalty  to  herself  and  her  family,  which  Her  Majesty  deeply 
appreciates.' 

NECROLOGY 

During  the  year  Grand  Chapter  has  suffered  the  loss  of  a  great 
number  of  Companions  by  the  hand  of  the  "Grim  Reaper".  Four 
hundred  and  sixty-three  Companions  have  laid  down  their  Imple- 
ments of  Labour.  Many  of  these  Companions  had  been  very  active 
and  contributed  much  to  Royal  Arch  Masonry,  and  to  the  pro- 
motion of  the  Brotherhood  of  Man. 

To  their  loved  ones  we  extend  our  sympathy  and  condolence 
in  the  firm  belief  that  their  earthly  career  has  been  helpful  to  man- 
kind, and  now  their  spirits  rest  in  the  care  of  the  Great  Jehovah. 

Since  the  end  of  our  Masonic  year  we  have  suffered  the  great 
loss  of  our  Senior  Past  Grand  First  Principal — 

Most  Ex.  Comp.  Llewellyn  Frederick  Stephens 

Born — January  8th,  1874 

Passed  to  the  Grand  Chapter  above — March  12th,  1955 

In  his  Masonic  activities  he  was  Worshipful  Master  of  Strict 
Observance  Lodge  No.  27  Hamilton,  in  1910. 

Past  Z.  of  Hamilton  Chapter  No.  1  7 5 ,  in  1919. 

Most  Excellent  Grand  Principal  1939  and  1940  and  1942. 

The  Committee  on  Fraternal  dead  will  make  a  complete 
report  of  our  losses. 

MASONIC  COURTESIES 

At  our  last  Grand  Convocation  it  was  unanimously  passed 
that  the  rank  of  Past  Z.  in  Orient  Chapter  No.  79  be  conferred  on 
Most  Worshipful  Brother  and  Companion  Joseph  A.  Hearn. 
Your  Grand  Z.  conducted  an  Installation  Ceremony  in  Orient 
Chapter  on  June  23rd,  1954,  assisted  by  Most  Ex.  Comp's.  John 
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M.  Burden,  Reg.  V.  Conover,  Fred  W.  Dean,  C.  M.  Pitts  and  R. 
Ex.  Comp's.  Frank  A.  Copus,  John  L.  House,  Melville  S.  Good- 
erham,  and  many  other  past  and  present  Grand  Chapter  Officers. 
It  was  a  very  delightful  evening  and  we  greet  our  Grand  Master 
as  a  Past  Principal  of  Orient  Chapter.  Our  Grand  Master  has  made 
a  wonderful  contribution  to  Ancient  Craft  Masonry.  On  January 
26th,  1955,  Orient  Chapter  presented  him  with  Honourary  Mem- 
bership in  his  Chapter.  We  thank  Pnent  Chapter  for  their 
graciousness. 

VISITATION 

Believing  that  the  policy  I  adopted  in  my  first  year  of  office 
was  appreciated  and  beneficial,  I  continued  to  take  every  oppor- 
tunity to  visit  constituent  Chapters  throughout  this  great  Juris- 
diction. I  sincerely  believe  that  there  is  a  greater  interest  today  in 
Royal  Arch  Masonry  and  that  this  interest  will  continue  to  grow. 
This  same  enthusiasm  is  visible  in  Sister  and  neighbouring  Juris- 
dictions. One  of  my  greatest  pleasures  was  the  Fraternal  Fellowship 
and  hospitality  accorded  by  them  to  your  Grand  Z. 


Chapter,  Lodge 
or  Event 


Date 

1954 
MAY— 

4 — Mount  Sinai   Chapter 
8 — Grand   Council,   Royal 
and   Select  Masters 
9-11— Grand  Chapter  of 
Illinois 
17— Malloch    Chapter 
21 — Humber  Chapter 

28 — Tecumseh  Chapter 


JUNE— 

1 — Mount  Sinai 


23— Orient   Chapter 


No.     Location 


212 


246 


5 — Rameses   Shrine 
11— Dist.  8  and  8A  Golf 
Tournament 
14-15 — Grand  Chapter  of  Nova 
Scotia 
16— Lebanon   Chapter  220 


Toronto 

Toronto 

Chicago 
Seaforth 
Weston 


24     Stratford 


212     Toronto 


Toronto 
Aurora 


Occasion 

Accompanying  R.  E.  Spencer 

Official  Visit 

Official  Guest 
Presenting  50  Year  Jewels 
Presented  with  Honourary 
Membership  and  Speaker 
Invested    R.    Ex.    Comp.    Ad- 
amson   Grand  Supt.  and  pre- 
sented 2  Fifty  Year  Jewels 


Presented  V.  Ex.  Comp.  Sam 
Sword   Gr.   M.  4th  Veil 

Guest 


Sydney,    N.S.       Guest 

Lambton   Mills     Presented  V.  Ex.  Comp.  Nor- 
man  Carr   Gr.  Steward 
79     Toronto  Installing  Z.  of  Ceremony  of 

Installing  Gr.  Master 


JULY— 

20-22— Grand  Lodge  of  Canada 

AUG.— 

19-20— Grand  Conclave,  Red 

Cross   of  Constantine 
21-23 — Sovereign  Great  Priory 
24-25 — Conference  of  Canadian 

Grand   Chapters 


Toronto 


Kingston 
Kingston 
Kingston 


Official  Guest 


Official  Guest 
Official  Guest 
Official  Delegate 


SEPT.— 

10 — Informal  Visit 

11 — Tuscan  Chapter 
12— Informal  Visit 


North  Bay  Informal     visit     accompanied 

by  the  Gr.  S.  E.    Dinner  with 

several  Companions. 

95     Sudbury  Sixtieth   Anniversary.     Guest 

Speaker. 

102     Sault  Ste.  Marie  Visit  with  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Earl 
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13— Ft.  William  Chapter 
14-15— Golden   Chapter 


140    Ft.  William 
90    Kenora 


15— Alberton    Chapter  152    Ft.  Frances 

21-22— Cobalt,  Temiskaming  &  New   Liskeard 

Kirkland  Lake  Chapters 


23 — Informal  Visit 
24— Abitibi   Chapter 

27— St.  Albans  Lodge 


Chapter,  Lodge 
or  Event 


Date 
1954 
OCT.— 

8 — York  Chapter 


Timmins 
223    Iroquois   Falls 

Toronto 


No.     Location 

62    Toronto 


9— Mount  Sinai  212    Toronto 

11-14 — Grand  Chapter  of  Ohio  Columbus 

15— The  St.  Patrick  Chapter  145    Toronto 


25-29— Grand  Chapter  of 
Virginia 

NOV.— 

3 — Principals    Association 

of  Wilson  District 
5 — Advisory  Committee  of 

Grand  Chapter 
10 — Met  Gr.  Supt.,  Georgian 

District 
10— Manitou  Chapter  27 

11 — Principals   Association 

of  London  Dist. 
14 — Toronto  Dist.  8A 

Church  Service 
17— Mount  Sinai  44 

76 


19— Mount  Nebo 
20 — Rameses  Shrine 
22 — Kitchener  Chapter 

24 — Sussex-St.  Lawrence 
26— Geoffery   de   St. 

Aldemar  Perceptory 
29 — Past  Masters  of 

Dist.  B.  for  1936 
30 — Grand  Chapter 

Investment  Comm. 


210 
59 


Richmond 

Waterford 

Toronto 

Owen  Sound 

Collingwood 

London 

Toronto 

Napanee 

Niagara  Falls 

Toronto 

Russell 

Brockville 
Toronto 

Toronto 

Toronto 


Davidson 

Fiftieth   Anniversary.      Guest 
Speaker. 

Dedicated  Chapter  Room  and 
presented      50     Year     Jewel. 
Guest  Speaker 
Informal  Luncheon 
Joint  Reception.  Speaker.  Ac- 
companied  by  R.  Ex.  Comp. 
Gooderham. 
Guest  at  Dinner 
Joint      Reception      including 
Timmins,  Kapuskasing,  etc. 
Assisted    at    Presentation    of 
Regalia  to  V.  Wor.  Bro.  J.  L. 
House 


Occasion 


Eightieth  Anniversary.  Pre- 
sented Jewels.  Speaker.  Re- 
ceived Honourary  Member- 
ship 

Guests.     Ladies'  Night 
Official  Guest 

Fiftieth  Anniversary.  Receiv- 
ed    Honourary     Membership. 
Speaker. 
Official  Guest 


Guest  Speaker 


Presented   50   Year   Jewel. 

District    Meeting.      Presented 

two  50  Year  Jewels. 

Guest   Speaker.   Presented   50 

Year   Jewels. 

Read   Lesson 

Presented  one  50  Year  Jewel 
and  one  25  Year  P.P. 
Dedication  of  Chapter  Room. 

Special    Convocation    for    re- 
organizing. 

District  Meeting.     Speaker. 
Guest. 

Guest. 


DEC— 

1-3 — Grand   Chapter  of 

Penn. 
6-8— Grand   Chapter  of 

Massachusetts 
14— Signet  Chapter 


Philadelphia 
Boston 
34     Barrie 


Official  Guest. 

Official  Guest. 

Presenting  Jewels  and 
Certificates. 


1955 
JAN.— 

11 — Shekinah   Chapter 

12 — Hamilton 

14— Occident  Chapter 
20— St.  Clair  Chapter 
24 — Rameses  Shrine 
26— Orient  Lodge 
26 — Orient  Chapter 

31— Principals   Assoc. 


138     Toronto 
Hamilton 

77     Toronto 

75     Milton 

Toronto 

Toronto 

79    Toronto 

Toronto 


Installation. 

Presented   50   Year  Jewels  to 

V.  Ex.  Comp.  Geo.  W.  Carr 

Installation. 

Installing  Z. 

Visit  of  Imperial  Potentate. 

Installation. 

Presented  Grand  Master  with 

Honourary  Membership. 
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FEB.— 

1-5 — Grand    Chapter    of 
New   York 
8-10 — Grand   Chapter  of 
Manitoba 
17— Prince  of  Wales 

Chapter 
21— Toronto   Districts 

No.  8  and  8A 
24— Waterloo  Chapter 
26 — Ancient  Frontenac  & 
Cataraqui  Chapter 

MAR.— 

16 — Committees  in: 

Date  Chapter,  Lodge 

1954  or  Event 

Grand    Chapter    Office 
Education  Committee 
Finance  Committee 
Advisory    Committee 

18— The  St.  Patrick  Irish 
Night 
22-23—  Grand  Chapter  of 
Quebec 

25 — Glengarry   Chapter 

29 — King  Solomon  Chapter 

30 — Caledonia    Chapter 
31 — Principals   Association 
No.  8  &  8A 


Albany 
Winnipeg 


71     Essex 


Toronto 


Gait 
Kingston 


Toronto 
No.     Location 


145     Toronto 

Montreal 
143    Maxville 
8     Toronto 


236 


APR.— 

5— Peel  Chapter  195 

16— The  St.  Patrick  Chapter  145 


Caledonia 
Toronto 


Brampton 
Toronto 


Official  Guest. 

Official  Guest. 

Dedication. 

Reception. 

Reception. 

Reception.  Received  Honour- 

ary   Membership. 


Occasion 


Guest. 

Official  Guest. 

Fiftieth       Anniversary       and 
Ladies'  Night.  Guest  Speaker. 
Ladies'  Night.  Received  Hon- 
ourary  Membership. 
Dedication  of  Chapter  Room. 


Carleton   Ch.  No.   16  Visit. 


Your  Grand  Z  was  privileged  to  visit  fifteen  of  our  Districts 
during  the  year,  and  the  warmth  of  the  reception  accorded  in  every 
instance  is  ample  proof  of  the  loyalty  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry 
and  indicative  of  the  future. 

The  custom  established  that  Grand  Z's  present  Fifty  Year 
Jewels  has  been  carried  on,  and  is  without  doubt  one  of  great  sat- 
isfaction. The  pride,  interest  and  delight  of  these  veteran  Com- 
panions is  something  that  will  linger  in  my  mind  for  the  remainder 
of  my  days. 

VISITS  TO  OTHER  MASONIC  BODIES 

I  was  delighted  to  be  able  to  attend  as  a  guest  the  Ninety- 
ninth  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada  in 
the  Province  of  Ontario,  meeting  in  Toronto  on  July  21st  and 
22nd,  and  partake  of  the  hospitality  of  most  Worshipful  Brother 
and  Excellent  Companion,  Joseph  A.  Hearn,  Grand  Master.  Also 
as  guest  of  Sovereign  Great  Priory  of  Canada  held  in  Kingston, 
August  21st  to  24th,  at  which  time  they  celebrated  their  Centen- 
nial Anniversary.  At  this  gathering  they  entertained  many  dis- 
tinguished Masons  from  England,  Scotland  and  the  U.S.A.  Again 
on  May  8th  I  visited  the  Annual  Assembly  of  the  Grand  Council 
of  Royal  and  Select  Masters  meeting  in  Toronto.  On  August  1  9th 
and  20th  I  was  a  guest  at  the  Grand  Imperial  Conclave  of  Red 
Cross  of  Constantine  meeting  at  Kingston. 
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VISITATION  TO  SISTER  AND  AMERICAN  JURISDICTIONS 

On  May  10th  I  was  the  guest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Illinois 
One  Hundred  and  Fifth  Annual  Convocation  at  Chicago.  The 
Grand  High  Priest  Most  Ex.  Comp  W.  H.  Stevens  was  very 
gracious  in  his  reception  and  hospitality.  A  good  attendance  and 
interesting  Convocation. 

June  14th  I  flew  to  Sydney,  N.S.,  as  a  guest  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Nova  Scotia,  for  their  Eighty-fifth  Annual  Convoca- 
tion, the  Most  Ex.  Grand  High  Priest,  Rev.  G.  F.  Arnold,  presid- 
ing. Your  Grand  Z  was  presented  with  the  Joseph  Conway 
Brown  Medal,  which  is  their  highest  decoration  for  meritorious 
service  to  Royal  Arch  Masonry.  This  Jewel  will  be  a  constant 
reminder  of  my  many  friends  in  the  quaint  land  of  Nova  Scotia. 

Again  it  was  my  privilege  to  accept  the  very  kind  invitation 
of  Most  Ex.  Companion  Richard  J.  Morgan,  Grand  High  Priest 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Ohio,  that  great  State  of  Masonry,  to  at- 
tend their  One  Hundred  and  Sixth  Annual  Convocation  at  Colum- 
bus on  October  12th  and  13th.  The  Grand  High  Priest  made  sure 
our  visit  would  be  one  to  be  long  remembered.  His  kindness  was 
very  much  appreciated. 

I  received  a  very  warm  and  hearty  invitation  from  Most  Ex. 
Companion  Donald  H.  Webb,  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Michigan,  to  attend  their  Annual  Convocation  on  Oct. 
14th  and  15th.  Unfortunately  the  dates  conflicted  with  that  to 
Ohio.  Most  Ex.  Companion  Fred  W.  Dean  kindly  consented  to 
represent  me  and  I  received  a  very  glowing  report  of  his  visit. 

On  October  26th  and  27th  I  was  a  guest  of  Most  Ex.  Comp. 
Ernest  J.  Goggin,  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Royal  Arch  Masons  in  Virginia.  This  was  my  second  visit  to  this 
Grand  Jurisdiction.  Their  hospitality  is  unequalled;  the  people 
charming  and  the  country  beautiful.  It  was  a  very  delightful 
Convocation. 

On  December  2nd  and  3rd  I  was  again  the  guest  of  Most  Ex. 
Companion  Daniel  Roberts,  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Holy 
Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  for  their  Quarterly  Com- 
munication in  Philadelphia.  I  had  spoken  to  Most  Ex.  Comp. 
Roberts  in  advance  and  expressed  a  wish  to  present  a  Union  Jack 
to  his  Grand  Chapter.  This  presentation  was  made  during  the 
business  session  and  the  enthusiasm  shown  by  the  Companions 
was  something  I  shall  never  forget.  I  sincerely  hope  the  ties  which 
bind  these  two  Grand  Chapters  together  will  continue  to  grow 
stronger  as  the  years  pass. 

On  December  6th  and  7th  I  was  the  guest  of  the  Grand  Royal 
Arch  Chapter  of  Massachusetts,  meeting  in  Boston .  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  witnessing  the  exemplification  of  the  Royal  Arch  De- 
gree, which  was  very  interesting.  The  Grand  High  Priest,  Most 
Ex.  Comp.  Alexander  Campbell  completed  his  three  year  term. 
The  Scottish  hospitality  was  enjoyed  by  all  guests. 
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On  February  2nd  and  3rd,  accompanied  by  Most  Ex.  Comp. 
John  M.  Burden  we  were  the  guests  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the 
State  of  New  York  Royal  Arch  Masons  held  at  Albany.  Most  Ex. 
Comp.  Dr.  Wright  Burlcv  and  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Cliff  McDonald 
were  most  hospitable.  It  was  a  very  interesting  and  helpful  Con- 
vocation.    We  compliment  you,  Most  Ex.  Comp.  Thorne. 

February  8th  and  9th  I  flew  to  Winnipeg  to  attend  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Manitoba.  I  was  very  much  impressed  as  it  was  my 
first  visit  to  this  Grand  Chapter.  Most  Ex.  Comp.  Elliott  is  to 
be  complimented.  They  honoured  me  with  membership  in  their 
Grand  Chapter  —  a  link  to  weld  a  real  friendship! 

March  23rd  I  was  very  happy  to  attend  the  Seventy-Eighth 
Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec,  held  in 
Montreal.  A  number  of  American  guests  were  in  attendance.  It 
was  a  delightful  Convocation  and  well  attended.  Most  Ex.  Comp. 
Ralph  Waller  is  a  real  host. 

INVITATIONS  WHICH  HAD  TO  BE  DECLINED 

Grand  Chapter  of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire. 

Grand  Chapter  of  Maine  Royal  Arch  Masons. 

Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  New  Brunswick 

Grand  Chapter  of  Rhode  Island. 

Grand  Chapter  of  British  Columbia. 

Grand  Chapter  of  Saskatchewan. 

Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Louisiana. 

Grand  Chapter  of  Alberta. 

General  Grand  Chapter  held  at  Ashville,  Carolina. 

ANNIVERSARIES 

On  Saturday,  September  11th,  accompanied  by  the  Grand 
S.E.,  I  was  a  guest  and  speaker  at  the  Sixtieth  Anniversary  of 
Tuscan  Chapter  No.  95  at  Sudbury.  They  have  a  splendid 
record  and  are  doing  nice  work. 

On  September  13th,  also  accompanied  by  the  Grand  S.E.,  I 
was  a  guest  and  speaker  at  Fort  William  Chapter  No.  140  for 
their  Fiftieth  Anniversary.  A  very  delightful  evening  and  a  bright 
future.  This  Chapter  honoured  the  Grand  S.E.  and  myself  with 
an  Honourary  Membership  in  their  Chapter.     Thanks  kindly. 

On  October  8th,  I  was  the  guest  speaker  at  York  Chapter 
No.  62,  on  the  occasion  of  their  Eightieth  Anniversary — a  very 
fine  attendance  of  Grand  Chapter  Officers.  This  old  Chapter 
has  had  a  very  interesting  career  and  has  a  bright  future  ahead. 
They,  too,  honoured  me  with  membership  in  their  Chapter. 
Thanks  again. 

October  1  5th,  I  was  a  guest  of  The  St.  Patrick  Chapter  No. 
145,  when  they  were  celebrating  their  Fiftieth  Anniversary.  This 
was   the   night   of  the   Hazel   storm.      I   compliment   Ex.    Comp. 
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Morrison  and  his  Companions  for  a  very  successful  event  under 
such  circumstances.  This  Chapter  is  making  a  very  fine  contri- 
bution to  Royal  Arch  Masonry.  I  was  honoured  with  member- 
ship, and  again  thank  you. 

On  Friday,  March  25th,  1955,  I  was  a  guest  and  speaker  at 
Glengarry  Chapter  No.  143  at  Maxville,  on  the  occasion  of  their 
Fiftieth  Anniversary.  They  held  a  very  unique  ceremony  in 
memory  of  their  Companions  who  had  joined  the  Grand  Chapter 
above.  After  the  short  reception  we  adjourned  to  the  Banquet 
Hall  where  we  were  joined  by  our  ladies.  This  event  was  a  truly 
highlight.  Mrs.  Taylor  being  born  in  Glengarry  County  was 
greeted  by  many  friends  and  relatives.     Thanks  Glengarry. 

DISTRICT  MEETINGS 

On  September  22nd,  1954,  I  attended  a  district  meeting 
accompanied  by  the  Grand  J.,  R.E.  Comp.  M.  S.  Gooderham,  at 
New  Liskeard,  of  the  Chapters  from  Cobalt,  Temiskaming  and 
Kirkland  Lake. 

On  September  24th,  1954,  we  were  privileged  to  meet  at 
Iroquois  Falls  with  the  Companions  from  Timmins  and  several 
from  Kapuskasing. 

Both  of  these  meetings  proved  to  me  that  we  have  Com- 
panions in  the  North  Country  who  practise  and  live  Royal  Arch 
Masonry  in  their  every  day  lives.  Thanks  Companions  of  our 
Great  Mining  Area. 

November  3rd  I  was  a  guest  and  speaker  at  Waterford,  accom- 
panied by  M.  Ex.  Comp.  R.  V.  Conover  and  R.  Ex.  Comp.  M.  S. 
Gooderham,  under  the  direction  of  Ex.  Comp.  Dr.  A.  R.  William- 
son, President  of  the  Wilson  District  Principals  Association.  It 
was  a  very  delightful  gathering  and  the  Companions  are  enthus- 
iastic about  the  future  of  R.  A.  Masonry. 

November  10th  I  was  a  guest  and  speaker  at  Manitou  Chap- 
ter at  Collingwood  under  the  direction  of  R.  Ex.  Comp.  C.  J. 
Baxendale,  Grand  Superintendent  of  Georgian  Dist.  No.  9 — a  good 
attendance  and  all  the  chapters  are  working  hard  to  promote  the 
order. 

November  11th  I  was  a  guest  and  speaker  at  London,  under 
the  guidance  of  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Ben  Scott,  President  of  the  Princi- 
pals Association.  I  enjoyed  their  hospitality  to  the  fullest.  We 
all  know  R.A.  Masonry  is  in  good  hands  in  London. 

INTERNATIONAL  EVENTS 

On  September  18th,  1954,  the  Seventh  Annual  International 
Night  was  held  at  Massena,  N.Y.  Unfortunately  I  was  on  a  trip 
North  and  could  not  be  present.  R.  Ex.  Comp.  John  L.  House, 
Grand  H.  kindly  offered  to  represent  me,  for  which  I  am  grateful. 
His  report  mentions  an  attendance  of  Six  Hundred  Companions 
from  Ontario  and  New  York  and  a  very  enjoyable  event. 
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Again  on  March  12th,  1955,  the  Seventh  Annual  Interna- 
tional Day  was  held  at  Sarnia,  and  again  I  was  unable  to  attend. 
Most  Ex.  Comp.  A.  G.  N.  Bradshaw  kindly  consented  to  represent 
me.  I  have  a  very  delightful  report  from  him.  Exactly  what  I 
expected. 

DEDICATIONS 

Sept.  15th,  1954 — Golden  Chapter  No.  90  at  Kenora. 
Nov.  19th,  1954— Mount  Nebo  Chapter  No.  76  at  Niagara  Falls. 
Feb.  18th,  1955— Prince  of  Wales  Chapter  No.  71  at  Essex. 
March  30th,  1955— Caledonia  Chapter  No.  236  at  Caledonia. 

SPECIAL  DONATION 

Immediately  after  the  terrible  disaster  caused  by  the  Hurricane 
"Hazel"  I  authorized  a  sum  of  $500.00  to  the  Hurricane  Relief 
Fund.  I  therefore  ask  vour  approval  of  this  expenditure  on  your 
behalf. 

VICTORY   THANKSGIVING   BENEVOLENT   FUND 

Last  year  I  felt  that  the  Companions  who  have  joined  the 
Royal  Arch  since  the  fund  closed  should  be  given  an  opportunity 
to  contribute,  and  I  accordingly  appointed  a  Committee.  After 
Grand  Chapter  I  interviewed  several  members  and  received  a  very 
cool  reception  on  this  issue.  Therefore  nothing  further  was 
attempted. 

CHURCH  SERVICES 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  most  districts  have  held  Divine 
Services  and  good  attendance  is  evidenced  throughout. 

I  would  mention  one  District  Service  held  in  Toronto  District 
8  when  R.  Ex.  Comp.  W.  J.  Johnson,  Past  Grand  Chaplain, 
Pastor  of  Eglinton  United  Church  for  twenty-five  years  and  retir- 
ing on  June  30th,  delivered  a  special  service  for  Royal  Arch  Masons 
of  Toronto  District  8,  under  the  auspices  of  The  St.  Patrick 
Chapter.  This  Divine  Service  has  been  held  in  R.  Ex.  Comp. 
Johnson's  Church  for  twenty-one  years.  May  he  live  long  to 
enjoy  his  well-earned  rest. 

PRESENTATION  OF  JEWELS 

I  received  a  request  for  some  distinguishing  mark  to  a  Com- 
panion who  had  attained  a  membership  of  sixty  years  as  a  Royal 
Arch  Mason,  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Oliver  Ell  wood  of  London.  Upon 
the  advice  of  the  Advisory  Committee  I  acceded  to  this  request  as 
a  special  favour  by  granting  permission  to  the  addition  of  figures 
"60"  to  the  fifty  year  jewel. 

The  following  is  the  list  of  Jewels  and  Medals  and  to  whom 
they  were  presented: 

For  Fifty  Years  Installed  First  Principal : 

Gold  Bar  added  to  25  Year  Jewel 

Mount  Sinai  No.  44— R.  Ex.  Comp.  E.  J.  Walters 

For  Sixty  Years  a  Royal  Arch  Mason : 

Gold  Bar  60  added  to  50  Year  Companion's  Jewel 
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St.  John's  No.  3 — R.  Ex.  Comp.  Oliver  Ellwood 
For  Fifty  Years  a  Royal  Arch  Mason : 

The  Hiram  No.  2 — Comps.  A.  W.  Woodhall,  Fred  Harvey 

St.  John's  No.  3-^Comps.  A.  J.  Smith,  A.  J.  McGriffin 

King  Solomon's  No.  8 — Comp.  M.  A.  Merritt 

Carleton  No.  16— R.  Ex.  Comp.  G.  E.  Shane,  Comp.  P.  C.  McGillivray 

Mount  Moriah  No.  19— Ex.  Comp.  E.  N.  Potter,  Comp.  R.  C.  Varey 

Tecumseh  No.  24— Comps.  R.  E,  Mallion,  W.  H.  Mallion 

Manitou  No.  27— Comps.  ,J.  G.  Fisher,  J.  N.  Foote 

Palestine  No.  54 — Comps.  F.  S.  Arnum,  R.  W.  Johnson,  G.  Giles, 
R.  H.  Jones 

Georgian  No.  56 — Comp.  A.  L.  Danard 

The  Malloch  No.  66— Ex.  Comp.  C.  Aberhardt,  Comps.  H.  R.  Colbert, 
W.  J.  Moffat 

Ark  No.  80— Ex.  Comp.  Geo.  H.  Nairn 

Aylmer  No.  81 — Comp.  E.  Baker 

Algonquin  No.  102 — R.  Ex.  Comp.  Geo.  S.  Cowie,  Comps.  J.  J.  Car- 
rick,  P.  A.  Stein 

Kitchener  No.  117 — R.  Ex.  Comp.  G.  DeKleinhans,  Comps.  E.  Hamel, 
A.  H.  Welker 

King  Cyrus  No.  119— Comp.  J.  W.  Grubb 

Glengarry  No.  143 — Ex.  Comp.  D.  P.  McDiarmid 

The  St.  Patrick  No.  145— V.  Ex.  Comp.  R.  H.  Dee,  Comps.  J.  A.  Cers- 
well,  H.  G.  McDermid,  J.  W.  Stokes,  C.  W.  Wilkinson 

For  Twenty-five  Years  Installed  First  Principal : 

St.  John's  No.  3— Ex.  Comps.  W.  J.  Kilpatrick,  R.  G.  Fowler 

St.  Andrew  &  St.  John  No.  4 — R.  Ex.  Comp.  L.  B.  Jackson 

The  Moira  No.  7— Ex.  Comps.  V.  H.  Graves,  H.  W.  Dillnutt 

King  Solomon's  No.  8— Ex.  Comp.  T.  B.  Crabtree 

Wawanosh  No.  15 — Ex.  Comp.  R.  G.  Wyesman 

Oxford  No.  18— R.  Ex.  Comp.  G.  Mather 

Mount  Horeb  No.  20 — Ex.  Comps.  H.  Tetlaw,  J.  A.  Pennell,  R.  Ex. 

Comp.  R.  W.  E.  McFadden 
Ezra  No.  23 — V.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  Anguish 
Tecumseh  No.  24— R.  Ex.  Comp.  W.  A.  Wilson 
St.  Mark's  No.  26— Ex.  Comp.  H.  E.  McClung 
Manitou  No.  27 — Ex.  Comp.  A.  G.  ,J:erman 
Pentalpha  No.  28— Ex.  Comps.  C.  J.  Pirie,  F.  Proctor 
Huron  No.  30— Ex.  Comp.  G.  W.  MacDonald 
Signet    No.    34— R.    Ex.    Comp.    O.    D.    Williams,    Ex.    Comp.    C.    F. 

McMulkin 
Corinthian  No.  36 — V.  Ex.  Comp.  A.  S.  Couper 
Guelph  No.  40— V.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  T.  Power,  Ex.  Comp.  L.  I.  Smith 
Harris  No.  41 — R.  Ex.  Comp.  R.  S.  Clark,  Ex.  Comp.  J.  R.  Spaven 
Mount  Sinai  No.  44 — Ex.  Comp.  P.  W.  Laidley 
Wellington  No.  47— R.  Ex.  Comp.  V.  R.  Weatherhead 
Georgian  No.  56 — Ex.  Comp.  E.  A.  Dob-son 

Enterprise  No.  67 — V.  Ex.  Comp.  H.  Hall,  Ex.  Comp.  W.  Scrimgeour 
Beaver  No.  74— Ex.  Comp.  W.  MacWaddell 
Keystone  No.   72 — V.   Ex.   Comp.   E.   A.   Carleton,   Ex.   Comp.  R.  A. 

Patterson 
Occident  No.  77 — Ex.  Comp.  A.  Green 
Minnewawa  No.  78 — V.  Ex.  Comp.  Bossenberry 
Orient  No.  79— Ex.  Comp.  C.  H.  Allan 
Aylmer  No.  81— V.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  B.  Clark 
Shuniah  No.  82— R.  Ex.  Comp.  G.  Blanchard 
Golden  No.  90 — Ex.  Comp.  J.  G.  Brown 
Toronto-Antiquity    No.    91 — V.    Ex.    Comps.    A.    A.    Kitchen,    W.    J. 

Stewart 


ANNUAL   CONVOCATIONS,   TORONTO,    1955  29 

Tuscon  No.  95 — V.  Ex.  Comp.  W.  H.  Bain,  Ex.  Comp.  A.  A.  Jackson 
Algonquin  No.  102— Ex.  Comp.  E.  J.  Kahle 
St.  John's  No.  103— V.  Ex.  Comp.  A.  J.  Pan- 
Kitchener  No.  117— R.  Ex.  Comp.  W.  G.  Duench 
Chantry  No.  130 — Ex.  Comp.  J.  S.  Luckham 
Leeds  No.  132— Ex.  Comp.  W.  E.  Wright 
St.  Francis  No.  133— R.  Ex.  Comp.  M.  L.  Perry 
Succoth  No.  135— Ex.  Comp.  C.  W.  Heard 
Lucknow  No.  147 — V.  Ex.  Comp.  A.  Hughes 
London  No.  150 — V.  Ex.  Comp.  E.  Chamberlain 
Alberton  No.  152— R.  Ex.  Comp.  N.  S.  Marsh,  V.  Ex.  Comp.  H.  F. 

Wees 
Lome  No.  164— Ex.  Comp.  J.  W.  Neil 
Ionic  No.  168 — V.  Ex.  Comp.  A.  J.  Meyers 
Hugh  Murray  No.  184— R.  Ex.  Comp.  T.  R.  Jackson 
Couchiching  No.  198— R.  Ex.  Comp.  B.  H.  Price 
Victoria  No.  205— R.  Ex.  Comp.  C.  E.  Hill,  Ex.  Comps.  E.  S.  Cox, 

G.  Topper 
Kitchener  No.   210— Ex.   Comps.   E.   L.    LaSalle,   I.   A.    Mitchell,   J. 

Armstrong 
Northern  Lights  No.  213— V.  Ex.  Comp.  A.  Gillies 
Vimy  No.  214— Ex.  Comp.  J.  S.  Maddock 
Ottawa  No.  222— V.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  Anderson 
Port  Credit  No.  230 — V.  Ex.  Comp.  R.  H.  Jamieson 
Caledonia  No.  236— Ex.  Comp.  H.  Howden 
Smithville  No.  240— V.  Ex.  Comp.  C.  A.  Merritt 
Dochert  No.  248— Ex.  Comp.  A.  McNab 
Thomas  Peters  No.  250— Ex.  Comp.  S.  Wallace 
Regal  No.  253— V.  Ex.  Comp.  E.  Hind 

MEMBERSHIP 

One  year  ago  I  again  asked  my  Companions  for  one  thousand 
net  gain  for  the  year.  We  were  not  successful,  but  I  am  delighted 
to  report  327  of  a  net  gain  for  which  I  am  very  grateful. 

Many  Chapters  have  contributed  to  this  success,  but  I  feel 
justified  in  giving  honourary  mention  to  Mount  Sinai  Chapter, 
No.  212.  of  Toronto.  They  show  a  net  gain  of  106.  Thanks 
Companions  of  Mount  Sinai.  Ex.  Comp.  Harold  Sayles,  I.P.Z., 
we  salute  you! 

A  full  statistical  summary  will  be  shown  in  the  report  on 
Membership.  , 

INACTIVE  CHAPTERS 

It  is  with  great  delight  that  I  am  able  to  report  the  recovery 
of  Kitchener  Chapter  No.  210,  G.R.C.  at  Russell.  This  Chapter 
has  been  dormant  for  four  years.  Each  year  the  Grand  Superin- 
tendents would  keep  the  spark  alive.  But  to  R.  Ex.  Companion 
C.  B.  xMcDermid,  Grand  Superintendent,  goes  the  credit  of  bringing 
it  back  into  the  fold.  Grand  Chapter  is  greatly  indebted  to  you, 
R.  Ex.  Sir. 

DORMANT  CHAPTERS 

Klondike    Chapter    No.    154    Dawson    City 
Pembroke  Chapter  No.  58  Mattawa 
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CONFIRMING  RANK 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  R.  J.  Meek  of  Yukon  Chapter  No.  256  G.R.C, 
Whitehorse,  having  completed  three  years  as  Grand  Suprintendent 
of  Yukon  Territory,  I  ask  Grand  Chapter  to  confirm  his  rank  as 
a  Past  Grand  Superintendent. 

DISPENSATIONS 

One  Hundred  and  Thirty-two  (132)  Dispensations  were 
issued  as  follows: 

To  Attend  Divine  Service  18 

To  change  Day  or  Hour  cf  opening  57 

To  advancement  of  Officers  as  required  by  Constitution  7 

To  permit  the  Installation  of  Officers  on  a  day  not  prescribed 

in  By-laws  6 

To  dispense  with  Convocation  in  summer  months  5 

To  meet  in  another  Hall  2 

To   permit  Social   Functions   27 

To  Waiver  of  Jurisdiction 5 

To  permit  working  of  all  Degrees  in  one  day  2 

To  permit  the  change  of  Degree  work  1 

To  dispense  with  Regular  Convocations  2 


132 

To  two   (2)  Cancellations  2 
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Approved  the  interchange  of  Eleven  (11)  Chapters  in  our  Jurisdiction 
with  Chapters   outside  our  Jurisdiction.     In  most  cases   a   Degree  was 
exemplified. 

At  the  last  Convocation  of  this  Grand  Chapter  one  of  our  Dis- 
tricts selected  as  their  new  Superintendent  a  First  Principal  of  a 
Chapter.  This  selection  was  confirmed  by  me,  while  I  do  not 
approve  of  this  practice  I  deemed  it  my  duty  to  confer  on  this 
Companion  the  rank  of  a  Past  Z,  although  he  had  not  served  the 
full  term  of  twelve  months  as  a  First  Principal. 

AMENDMENTS  TO  CHAPTER  BY-LAWS 
New  By-laws  Approved : 

Chapter  No.  Chapter  No. 

Sombra    153      Blenheim   239 

Port  Credit  230      Thomas  Peters  250 

AMENDMENTS  TO  BY-LAWS  APPROVED 

Chapter  No.  Chapter                                         No. 

King  Solomon's  8      Midland   94 

Mount  Horeb 20      Maple  116 

Grenvilie    22      Presqu'ile    144 

Manitou   27      Bernard   146 

Petnalpha    28      Kichikewana  167 

Waterloo    32      Victoria    205 

Keystone   35      Mimico  215 

Mount  Sinai  44      Prince  Edward  218 

Palestine   54      Ulster  219 

St.   Paul's   65      Durham   221 

Grimsby  69      Oakwood    233 

Ionic   83      University  241 
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FINANCES 

A  full  report  will  be  presented  by  the  Grand  Treasurer  on 
oar  Financial  structure,  but  I  will  mention  that  while  we  are 
below  last  year,  we  arc  able  to  report  an  increase  of  approximately 
$240.00  after  deducting  the  grant  of  $500.00  to  the  Hurricane 
Relief  Fund,  which  is  gratifying.  Grand  Chapter  is  to  be  compli- 
mented on  having  two  business  men  looking  after  our  Finances. 
Most  Ex.  Comp.  Fred  W.  Dean,  Grand  Treasurer  and  R.  Ex. 
Comp.  Jas.  E.  Girven,  Chairman  of  Finance.  Two  sincere  and 
hard  working  Companions. 

INVESTMENTS 

During  the  year  this  Committee  sold  and  re-invested 
$46,500.00  of  bonds,  resulting  in  a  satisfactory  gain  for  Grand 
Chapter.  R.  Ex.  Comp.  F.  Carl  Ackart,  Chairman  of  investments 
will  report  fully. 

HONOURS 

Your  Grand  Z  is  very  grateful  to  the  many  Constituent 
Chapters  who  have  conferred  on  him  Honourary  membership  in 
their  Chapters  during  the  two  years  in  office.  While  many  con- 
sider tjiis  was  a  demonstration  of  loyalty  to  the  head  of  Grand 
Chapter  I  trust  you  will  not  deem  me  too  egotistical  if  I  should 
believe  they  were  given  for  a  more  personal  reason.  To  the  Chap- 
ters who  remembered  Mrs.  Taylor  on  my  many  visits  I  express 
sincere  thanks  for  your  kind  expressions. 

GRAND  REPRESENTATIVES 

I  was  delighted  to  issue  commissions  on  request  from  the 
Grand  Z  or  Grand  High  Priest  to  the  following  Companions  as 
Grand  Representatives  of  our  Grand  Chapter,  near  their  respective 
Grand  Chapters. 

Commissions  Issued 

Ex.  Comp.  L.  H.  Williams,  Arkansas 

Most  Ex.  Comp.  The  Earl  of  Galloway,  Scotland 

Ex.  Comp.  Carlo  S.  Gilbert,  Wyoming 

CHANGE  IN  REPRESENTATIVES 

For  Grand  Representatives  near  our  Grand  Chapter,  I  recom- 
mended to  the  Grand  Z's  or  Grand  High  Priests  the  following 
Companions,  and  am  pleased  to  state  this  Commission  has  been 
received  confirming  the  appointment: 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  H.  T.  C.  Humphries,  Ottawa 

OBSERVATIONS 

A  year  ago  I  mentioned  that  my  attention  had  been  drawn  to 
certain  innovations  in  Ritual  Work.  Am  pleased  to  report  this 
has  been  rectified. 

So  that  all  Chapters  would  be  familiar  with  the  names  of  all 
Grand  Bodies  in  fraternal  communication  with  our  Grand  Lodge 
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and  Grand  Chapter,  I  directed  the  Grand  Scribe  E  to  prepare  and 
forward  to  all  Scribes  E,  a  list  containing  the  names  of  all  Grand 
Lodges  recognized  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada  in  the  Province 
of  Ontario  and  of  all  Grand  Chapters  in  fraternal  relationship 
with  this  Grand  Chapter. 

RULINGS 

1 .  I  ruled,  following  a  ruling  confirmed  by  this  Grand  Chapter 
in  1946,  A  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  this  Grand  Jurisdiction 
wishing  to  visit  a  Chapter  in  another  Jurisdiction,  or  receive 
a  group  from  another  Grand  Jurisdiction  for  the  purpose  of 
exemplifying  a  degree  or  degrees,  must  obtain  permission  from 
the  Grand  Z  of  this  Grand  Chapter  and  from  the  Grand  High 
Priest  or  Presiding  Grand  Officer  of  the  other  Grand  Juris- 
diction. 

2.  I  ruled,  no  ceremony  other  than  the  authorized  "work"  is 
permitted  in  open  Chapter  in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction,  and 
no  play  or  ceremony  using  the  title  "Royal  Arch"  is  per- 
mitted at  any  function  under  the  auspices  of  any  Chapter  in 
this  Jurisdiction  without  the  written  permission  of  the  Grand 
First  Principal. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Difficulty  has  frequently  arisen  in  defining  the  regulations  and 
determining  the  qualifications  of  Companions  entitled  to  the  Dis- 
tinguished Service  Jewel,  the  Fifty  Year  Jewel  to  a  Royal  Arch 
Mason,  and  the  Twenty-five  and  Fifty  Year  Jewels  to  a  Past 
Principal,  whether  membership  should  be  continuous  in  this  Grand 
Jurisdiction  or  whether  membership  in  any  other  Jurisdiction 
ought  to  be  considered,  and  in  order  to  clarify  the  procedure  in  the 
future,  I  recommend  that  the  incoming  Grand  First  principal 
appoint  a  Committee  to  draft  regulations  for  the  determination  of 
these  awards. 

CONSTITUTION,  LAWS  AND  JURISPRUDENCE 

A  year  ago  I  reported  that  the  Committee  on  Laws  and 
Jurisprudence  were  revising  our  Grand  Constitution  which  would 
include  in  a  condensed  form  all  rulings  of  Grand  First  Principals. 
Considerable  work  has  been  done,  but  owing  to  the  anticipated 
additional  expense  of  Grand  Chapter  during  the  coming  year,  the 
publication  of  the  Constitution  was  postponed. 

NOTICE  OF  MOTIONS 

There  are  a  number  of  Notices  of  Motions  received  and  print- 
ed on  pages  6,  7  and  8  of  the  Grand  Chapter  Agenda.  These  will 
be  dealt  with  during  the  Session,  and  I  trust  you  will  give  these 
your  serious  consideration.  The  notice  to  increase  the  per  capita 
tax  will  depend  upon  your  action  with  the  proposal  for  Liability 
Insurance. 
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CANADIAN   MASONIC   RESEARCH    ASSOCIATION 

This  Association  was  inaugurated  at  the  Conference  of  the 
Grand  Lodges  in  Canada  Feb.  28th,  1949.  Since  that  time  there 
has  been  fourteen  meetings  held  at  which  twenty-six  papers  have 
been  read,  of  which  twelve  have  been  printed  and  distributed  to 
members  of  the  Association. 

The  President  for  1955  is  Most  Worshipful  Bro.  A.  J.  B. 
Milborne  of  Quebec.  The  Secretary  is  Most  Ex.  Comp.  R.  V. 
Harris  of  Nova  Scotia.  Every  paper  is  most  interesting  and  I 
recommend  any  Masonic  student  to  take  out  membership;  only 
$5.00  per  year. 

Our  Grand  Chapter  makes  a  yearly  contribution  of  $50.00. 

EIGHTH  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE  OF  CANADIAN 
GRAND  CHAPTERS 

This  Conference  was  held  at  Kingston,  August  24th  and 
25th,  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Herb.  Pickering  presiding.  M.  Ex.  Comp. 
Alfred  Wilson,  Secretary. 

There  were  twenty-five  Companions  present  including  two 
Grand  First  Principals.     British  Columbia  was  not  represented. 

A  number  of  papers  were  read  and  will  be  published  in  the 
Minutes  of  the  Conference.  Our  assessment  amounted  to  $653.13. 
We  also  acted  as  host  for  the  Dinner. 

Your  Grand  Z  was  asked  to  give  a  paper  on  "Reconsideration 
of  the  Organization  of  this  Conference,  and  What  it  Has  Accomp- 
lished in  the  Past  Eight  Years".     My  paper  was  as  follows: 

RECONSTRUCTION    OF    THE    ORGANIZATION    OF    THIS 

CONFERENCE,  AND  WHAT  IT  HAS  ACCOMPLISHED 

IN  THE  PAST  EIGHT  YEARS 

At  fhe  last  Conference  held  at  Moncton,  August,  1953,  I  ex- 
pressed to  Most  Ex.  Comp.  R.  V.  Harris,  and  Most  Ex.  Comp.  C. 
M.  Pitts  a  belief  that  the  Conference  should  have  some  sort  of 
Rules  or  By-laws  so  that  each  Grand  Jurisdiction  would  be  clearly 
conversant  with  its  inner  workings.  I  understand  of  course  that 
those  who  founded  the  organization  are  quite  familiar  with  all  its 
objectives,  and  purposes,  but  this  being  a  progressive  group  with 
new  Members  coming  in  each  year,  or  at  least  should  be  as  I  will 
point  out  later,  they  have  no  way  of  learning  the  history  and 
accomplishments  of  the  past. 

Before  going  further  I  want  to  make  it  clear  that  I  am  in  com- 
plete accord  with  the  idea  of  the  Conference,  and  feel  it  would  be 
a  serious  blow  against  Royal  Arch  Masonry  if  it  was  abandoned. 
My  thoughts  are  to  get  it  on  a  business  basis  acceptable  to  all  con- 
cerned. 
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I  am  assuming  as  a  result  of  my  private  conversation  and  cor- 
respondence with  Most  Ex.  Comp.  Harris  that  my  name  was  sug- 
gested for  this  paper.  On  May  6th,  I  received  a  letter  from  Most 
Ex.  Comp.  Alfred  A.  Wilson,  Secretary  of  the  Conference,  with  a 
request  that  I  give  a  paper  "on  what  has  taken  place  at  the  past 
Conference  of  Grand  Chapters  in  Canada  and  your  ideas  of  how 
and  what  should  be  done  to  further  the  work  of  these  meetings,  or 
if  in  your  opinion  they  should  be  continued". 

You  will  observe  that  this  wording  gave  me  more  scope  than 
the  printed  agenda,  and  as  a  result  I  have  dealt  more  fully  with 
the  question  of  reorganization.  This  is  in  accordance  with  item 
five,  last  page  of  1953  Conference  proceedings. 

This  Conference  has  been  in  operation  for  seven  years  and 
one  of  its  main  objects  was  the  cementing  more  closely  together 
the  Grand  Chapters  of  this  Dominion.  It  has  proven  that  most  of 
the  problems  with  which  the  various  Jurisdictions  are  faced  are 
common  problems,  and  as  a  result  all  should  be  materially  bene- 
fitted. I  believe  we  will  also  agree  that  good  must  result  from 
the  contributions  made  at  these  Conferences  by  some  of  the  leaders 
in  the  Royal  Craft. 

What  has  been  done  must  be  made  much  greater  if  we  are  at 
all  concerned  about  the  future  and  I  will  therefore  content  myself 
with  this  statement  that  the  past  has  been  beneficial  to  Royal  Arch 
Masonry  in  Canada.  With  this  thought  in  mind  I  suggest  the 
time  is  now  opportune  to  seriously  consider  the  question  of  a  new 
set  up  which  will  produce  new  objectives  and  introduce  new  blood 
amongst  our  representatives. 

I  therefore  make  the  following  recommendations: 

1.  The  practice  of  holding  the  Conference  immediately 
following  Sovereign  Great  Priory  to  be  definitely  discontinued. 

2.  That  the  Conference  be  held  every  second  year.  This 
would  solve  the  question  of  expense. 

3.  Conference  to  be  held  immediately  after  or  immediately 
preceding  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the  Province  in  which  the  meeting 
is  to  be  held. 

4.  The  Chairman  of  Conference  and  the  Secretary  to  be 
elected  for  two  years  from  the  Jurisdiction  wherein  the  next  Con- 
ference will  be  held.  Where  Grand  Chapters  elect  Presiding  Offi- 
cers each  year.  Chairman  and  Secretary  to  remain  in  Office,  but 
the  presiding  Officer  of  that  Grand  Chapter  to  which  the  Chair- 
man belongs  to  be  the  Official  voting  representative. 

5.  Conference  to  follow  or  precede  Convocation  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  to  which  the  Chairman  belongs. 

6.  Official  and  delegated  representatives  to  be  the  Gr.  Z.  or 
Gr.  H.  P.  If  he  is  unable  to  attend  a  P.  Gr.  Z.  or  a  P.  G.  H.  P.,  to 
be  appointed  by  him  as  proxy. 
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7.  Any  P.  Gr.  Z.  or  P.  Gr.  H.  P.  and  Members  of  Councils, 
to  be  permitted  to  attend,  to  take  part  in  discussions,  but  no  power 
to  vote. 

8.  Papers  relating  to  Royal  Arch  Masonry,  submitted  and 
approved  by  Conference,  to  be  placed  before  respective  Grand 
Chapters  for  distribution  to  Companions  during  the  off  year,  if 
deemed  so  advisable  by  the  Grand  Chapters. 

9.  Financial  contribution  by  Grand  Chapters  to  be  increased 
up  to  four  cents  per  Member  if  necessary. 

10.  By-laws  or  articles  of  association  to  be  prepared  and 
adopted.  Specific  direction  to  be  given  Chairman  presiding  at 
meeting  to  rule  out  of  order  discussions  affecting  Sovereignty  of 
any  Grand  Chapter. 

In  my  opinion  there  would  be  many  advantages  by  discon- 
tinuing meetings  with  Sovereign  Great  Priory  and  Meeting  be- 
fore or  after  Royal  Arch  Grand  Chapters. 

(a)  It  would  broaden  the  experience  of  those  attending  by 
giving  them  the  opportunity  of  meeting  a  larger  and  different 
group  at  each  Conference. 

(b)  Increased  attendance  at  that  Grand  Chapter  of  the  Gr. 
Z's  and  Gr.  H.Ps'  from  our  Sister  Jurisdiction  across  Canada. 

(c)  An  opportunity  for  greater  assimilation  of  ideas  per- 
taining to  Royal  Arch  Masonry. 

(d)  A  proper  atmosphere  of  the  Royal  Craft  maintained 
and  not  as  now  an  appendage  to  another  organization. 

We  all  understand  clearly  why  the  Conference  was  arranged  to 
follow  Grand  Priory,  travelling  expense  of  course.  I  do  not  think 
it  is  best  for  the  Conference.  We  get  the  same  leaders  of  Great 
Priory  as  the  representatives  each  year.  My  idea  is  to  have  the 
Grand  Zs'  and  Gr.  H.  Ps'  of  each  year  be  the  representative.  It  is 
the  only  sure  way  of  getting  new  opinions  and  preserve  interest  in 
this  Royal  Arch  Conference. 

By  each  Grand  Chapter  contributing  every  year  and  meeting 
every  two  years,  the  expenses  of  one  delegate  could  be  paid.  Attach- 
ed is  a  statement  showing  cost  by  air  as  well  as  rail. 

Each  Grand  Chapter  in  Canada  would  then  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  be  host  for  the  Conference.  Canadians  do  not  see  enough 
of  one  another. 

I  suggest  that  the  number  of  papers  be  limited  and  at  least 
two  hours  be  allotted  to  a  round  table  discussion  on  Royal  Arch 
problems,  such  as  demits,  suspensions,  help  for  weak  Chapters,  etc. 

Here  are  some  comments  I  have  noted  from  conversations 
with  Members  of  Sister  Grand  Chapters  as  well  as  some  of  our  own 
Members: 

1.  Conference  appears  to  be  ineffective  because  it  has  de- 
veloped into  a  pseudo-research  committee. 
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2.  Papers  do  not  appear  to  be  prepared  and  considered  from 
the  standpoint  of  assistance  to  individual  Companions. 

3.  Papers  not  getting  to  Companions. 

4.  No  attempt  to  provide  assistance  in, 

(a)  Increasing  attendance. 

(b)  Maintaining  and  sustaining  interest  of  Companions. 

(c)  Method  of  assistance  to  weak  Chapters. 

5.  At  present  only  Sov.  Great  Priory  Members  are  attracted 
to  Conference. 

6.  Conference  Committees  to  avoid  problems  which  are 
Sovereign  in  Individual  Grand  Chapters. 

7.  Under  present  system  of  meeting  reading  papers  and  dis- 
tributing them  to  a  few  chosen  individuals  our  Grand  Chapter  is 
not  receiving  value  for  the  money  spent. 

In  the  way  of  another  suggestion  there  are  a  couple  of  prob- 
lems that  the  Conference  could  give  some  further  attention  in  an 
attempt  to  solve  them. 

They  are  the  losses  suffered  by  the  large  number  of  members 
who  take  demits  and  do  not  affiliate  and  the  vast  number  who 
annually  are  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues.  The  second 
great  and  important  problem  is  the  lack  of  appeal  which  Royal 
Arch  Masonry  has  for  the  average  Master  Mason.    Scarcely  one  in 

six  of  the  members  of  the  Craft  Lodges  in  Canada  apply  for  mem- 
bership in  a  Royal  Arch  Chapter. 

A  real  and  sincere  attempt  by  the  Grand  Chapters  through 
the  conference  to  find  the  reason  why  members  demit  and  allow 
themselves  to  be  suspended  might  lead  to  the  discovery  of  a  remedy 
and  thus  confer  on  Royal  Arch  Masonry  a  real  asset.  Teaching, 
Educational  Lectures,  improved  ritualistic  work,  have  been  tried. 
None  of  these  have  alleviated  the  problems.  The  time  is  oppor- 
tune to  search  for  another  remedy. 

As  you  are  no  doubt  aware  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  of  Canada  will  be  celebrating  its  centennial  at  Toronto 
in  April,   1958,  and  we  extend  an  Invitation  to  hold  the   1958 
Conference,  before  or  immediately  after  our  Grand  Chapter. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  A.  M.  TAYOR,  Grand  Z. 
Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada. 

I  move  this  report  be  received  and  that  the  Chairman  appoint 
a  Committee  to  bring  back  a  report  at  this  Meeting. 

This  paper  was  not  acted  upon  other  than  to  appoint  a  Com- 
mittee to  bring  in  a  report  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Conference  to 
be  held  next  August  at  Toronto,  following  the  meeting  of  Sov- 
ereign Great  Priory. 

The  new  Officers  are: 

President — M.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  V.  Follett,  Alberta 
Sec.-Treas. — M.  Ex.  Comp.  Alf.  Wilson,  Saskatchewan 
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THE  ROYAL  ARCH  MASONS'  WELFARE  COMMITTEE 
TORONTO  DISTRICTS  8  AND  8A 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  this  Committee  was  held  on  Feb. 
27th.  Ex.  Comp.  Harold  A.  Armstrong  of  York  Chapter  is  the 
new  President.  This  Committee  has  continued  their  wonderful 
work  of  past  years.  For  comforts  given  to  the  patients  in  the  Red 
Chevron  Hospital  they  spent  $579.19  as  well  as  $50.00  for  the 
entertainment  of  these  patients,  at  the  Garden  Party.  The  pro- 
ceeds of  two  social  evenings  amounted  to  $655.05,  Chapters  do- 
nated $176,87  and  Companions  $50.00.  One  hundred  and  seven 
automobiles  were  needed  to  transport  eight  hundred  and  ninety- 
two  passengers  to  and  from  Bronte  Camp. 

Another  branch  of  their  work  is  visiting  out  of  town  Com- 
panions who  are  patients  in  Toronto  Hospitals.  The  report  shows 
visits  to  seventeen  such  companions  during  the  year. 

On  behalf  of  Grand  Chapter,  I  compliment  all  the  Officers 
and  workers  for  their  magnificent  contribution  in  the  name  of 
Royal  Arch  Masonry.  My  Companions,  give  them  all  the  sup- 
port possible  in  this  noble  work. 

SPECIAL  COMMITTEE 

Last  April  in  my  report  I  brought  forward  the  question  of 
Public  Liability  and  Property  Damage  Insurance,  and  recom- 
mended that  a  Special  Committee  be  appointed  to  bring  in  a  re- 
port at  this  Convocation.  This  suggestion  was  adopted  and  I 
appointed  Most  Ex.  Comp.  John  M.  Burden  as  Chairman.  This 
report  will  be  presented  for  consideration  at  this  Convocation. 

SPECIAL  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  CENTENNIAL 
CELEBRATION 

In  my  report  I  recommended  that  this  Committee  be  em- 
powered to  start  at  once  to  prepare  a  complete  history  of  this 
Grand  Chapter  since  1857.  I  appointed  R.  Ex.  Comp.  M.  S. 
Gooderham  as  Chairman,  with  the  Grand  Council  and  Past  Grand 
Z's  as  members  of  his  Committee.    He  will  present  his  report. 

SPECIAL  COMMITTEE  ON  NOMINATIONS 

With  the  method  of  having  all  nominations  received  in  special 
sealed  envelopes,  it  is  necessary  to  have  a  Committee  to  open  these 
nominations.     I  named: 

Most  Ex.  Comp.  John  M.  Burden,  Chairman 
V.  Ex.  Comp.  Sid.  G.  Newdick 
V.  Ex.  Comp.  Jas.  T.  Gilchrist 

GRIEVANCES  AND  APPEALS 

Owing  to  the  passing  of  the  late  Most  Ex.  Comp.  L.  F. 
Stephens,  I  appointed  Most  Ex.  Comp.  Fred  W.  Dean  to  fill  this 
vacancy  for  the  balance  of  the  year.  This  Committee  will  make 
their  report. 
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DISCIPLINARY  ACTION 

In  July,  1954,  your  Grand  Z  was  advised  in  writing  that 
a  Chapter  in  this  jurisdiction,  had  accepted  an  application  and 
conferred  all  three  degrees  on  one,  Mr.  Harry  Georganas,  who  was 
a  member  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Greece.  The  Grand  Lodge  of 
Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of  Canada  in  the  Province  of 
Ontario  is  not  in  Fraternal  Communication  with  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Greece  and  consequently  this  man  is  a  clandestine  Mason. 

On  August  9th,  1954,  I  suspended  Mr.  Harry  Georganas  and 
appointed  a  commission  to  investigate  all  the  circumstances.  The 
Commission  consisted  of: 

Most  Ex.  Comp.  A.  G.  N.  Bradshaw,  Chairman 
Most  Ex.  Comp.  John  M.  Burden 
Most  Ex.  Comp.  R.  V.  Conover  • 

This  Commission  met  on  September  21st,  received  evidence 
of  witnesses  and  unanimously  confirmed  the  action  of  the 
Grand  First  Principal  in  suspending  Mr.  Georganas,  and  recom- 
mended that  he  be  notified  to  appear  before  the  Grand  Executive 
to  show  cause  why  he  should  not  be  expelled.  He  has  been  so 
notified  and  this  matter  will  be  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
Grievances  and  Appeals. 

This  Commission  further  reported  on  irregularities  in  this 
Chapter  in  the  matter  of  investigation  of  candidates  and  recom- 
mended that  three  principal  officers  of  this  Chapter  be  reprimanded 
in  open  Chapter.  I  thereupon  instructed  the  Grand  Superintendent 
of  that  district  to  attend  the  Chapter  on  January  19th,  1955,  and 
administer  a  reprimand  which  I  had  prepared. 

FINALE 

Companions,  during  my  term  in  office  my  constant  aim  and 
endeavour  has  been  to  further  the  interest  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry 
in  this  great  Jurisdiction  of  ours.  I  have  laboured  long  and  faith- 
fully, without  heed  to  my  health,  because  you  placed  in  me  a 
trust.  An  honour  that  means  so  much  to  me.  I  like  Royal  Arch 
Masonry;  its  principles,  its  work,  its  philosophy.  As  my  prede- 
cessors have  done,  I  have  exercised  both  firmness  and  tolerance,  all 
in  the  best  interest  of  our  Order. 

My  Past  Grand  Z's  have  been  a  constant  source  of  inspiration 
and  help  throughout  the  years.  On  their  respective  Committees 
each  has  contributed  much,  but  I  feel  definitely  obligated  to  them 
for  their  advice  in  considering  our  many  problems. 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  John  L.  House,  Grand  H.  and  R.  Ex.  Comp. 
M.  S.  Gooderham,  Grai>d  J,  have  been  ever  ready  to  assist  me. 

All  Grand  Superintendents  and  Assistant  Officers  have  been 
very  faithful.  The  results  of  your  efforts  and  endeavours  will  be 
felt  for  years  to  come. 
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To  the  Grand  S.  E.,  R.  Ex.  Comp.  F.  J.  Johnson,  and  Mrs. 
Dyer,  Office  Assistant,  on  your  behalf  I  express  thanks  for  their 
assistance  in  our  great  work. 

Now  once  again  I  thank  every  Companion  in  this  Jurisdiction 
for  the  opportunity  of  serving  Royal  Arch  Masonry  as  your  Grand 
First  Principal.  We  have  worked  in  the  Quarries,  side  by  side. 
Without  your  help  I  would  have  failed;  together  we  have  achieved 
some  measure  of  success. 

The  poet  Markham  gives  us  these  words: 

"There  is  a  destiny  that  makes   us   Brothers, 

None  goes  his  way  alone, 
All  that  we  put  into  the  lives  of  others 

Comes  back  into  our  own." 


Fraternally  submitted, 

f  j&  .M.  3^/c 


Grand  Z. 

GRAND  SUPERINTENDENT'S  REPORTS 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z..  Officers  and  Members  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada 

ST.  CLAIR  DISTRICT  No.  1 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  R.  Charles  Brushett 

As  my  term  as  Grand  Superintendent  draws  to  a  close  it  is 
with  great  pleasure  that  I  submit  my  report  on  the  condition  and 
activities  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  St.  Clair  District  No.  1. 

First  I  want  to  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  appre- 
ciation and  sincere  thanks  for  the  honor  conferred  upon  me  by 
the  Companions  of  St.  Clair  District  No.  1  in  electing  me  to  the 
high  office  of  Grand  Superintendent,  also  my  appreciation  and 
thanks  to  the  Grand  First  Principal,  M.  Ex.  Comp.  John  A.  M. 
Taylor  for  confirming  my  election. 

My  first  duty  was  to  appoint  Ex.  Comp.  J.  Don  Wilson  as 
my  secretary,  and  to  him  I  wish  to  express  my  thanks  for  a  duty 
well  done.  He  has  performed  his  duties  in  a  very  capable  manner 
making  each  one  of  my  visits  more  pleasant,  by  his  active  parti- 
cipation in  them. 

Capitular  Masonry  in  the  District  appears  to  be  in  a  healthy 
condition.     Each  Chapter  has  been   receiving  petitions,   with   the 
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officers  in  all  Chapters  performing  the  ritual  work  in  an  excellent 
manner.  The  gain  in  membership  for  the  year  is  15,  which  while 
not  large  is  better  than  a  loss. 

A  Past  Grand  Superintendent  Night  was  held  in  the  Chapter 
rooms  of  Wellington  Chapter,  No.  47,  Chatham,  on  May  20, 
1954.  This  meeting  was  well  attended  by  members  from  all 
chapters  and  was  used  for  our  Chapters  of  Instruction. 

I  would  at  this  time  express  to  all  past  and  present  Grand 
Chapter  officers,  and  past  principals  of  St.  Clair  District  No.  1, 
my  sincere  thanks  for  their  support  and  counsel  during  my  term 
of  office  particularly  Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  Lowell  Boyle  and  Ex.  Comp. 
Roy  McEachran  who  were  my  constant  companions  on  all  my 
visits. 

My  official  visits  as  Grand  Superintendent  were  as  follows: 
Oct.     13 — Thomas  Peters  Chapter,  No.   250,  Windsor 
Oct.     18 — Eris  Chapter,  No.  73,  Ridgetown 
Oct.    26— McNabb  Chapter,  No.   88,  Dresden 
Nov.      1 — Sombra  Chapter,  No.   153,  Wallaceburg 
Nov.     3 — Blenheim  Chapter,  No.  239,  Blenheim 
Nov.    10 — King  Cyress  Chapter,  No.    119  Leamington 
Nov.    11 — Wellington  Chapter,  No.   47,   Chatham 
Nov.    15— Ark  Chapter,  No.  80,  Windsor 
Nov.    19 — Lome  Chapter,  No.    164,  West  Lome 
Dec.       3 — Prince  of  Wales  Chapter,  No.  71,  Essex 
On  all  my  visits  I  was  received  as  the  representative  of  M. 
Ex.  the  Grand  Z  in  a  very  capable  and  warm  manner.     Degrees 
were  conferred  by  all  chapters  except  one  and  I  have  visited  that 
one  and  seen  degrees  done.     The  degrees  on  every  occasion  were 
conferred  in  an  earnest  and  impressive  manner.     The  Companions 
assisting  were  very  zealous  in  their  work. 

I  had  the  pleasure  of  acting  as  installing  Z  to  four  of  the 
Chapters  in  my  district  at  a  joint  installation,  also  to  assist  at  three 
others.  At  ths  time  I  would  extend  my  regrets  to  those  whom  I 
was  unable  to  visit  due  to  other  activities. 

On  Feb.  18th,  1955,  St.  Clair  District  was  favoured  with  a 
visit  of  our  Grand  First  Principal  and  Grand  Scribe  E,  along  with 
several  other  Grand  Chapter  Officers,  Past  and  Present  for  the 
purpose  of  dedicating  the  chapter  room  of  Prince  of  Wales  Chapter 
No.  71,  at  Essex,  Ont.  You  will  find  the  names  and  rank  of 
those  who  were  present  and  assisted,  recorded  in  Grand  Chapter 
proceedings  under  Especial  Convocations. 

In  conclusion  I  must  say  that  as  my  term  draws  to  a  close 
it  is  with  a  feeling  of  regret  that  I  relinquish  it  to  my  successor. 
It  has  been  a  very  pleasant  experience  and  I  have  made  a  great 
many  new  friends,  and  renewed  a  lot  of  old  acquaintances. 
Although  due  to  pressure  of  work  and  other  activities  I  have  not 
made  as  many  fraternal  visits  as  I  would  have  liked,  those  that  I 
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did  make  every  effort  was  put  forth  to  make  me  feel  welcome 
and  at  home,  and  it  makes  one  feel  that  Royal  Arch  Masonry  is 
really  worthwhile. 

I  extend  to  my  successor  in  office  every  good  wish  for  a  suc- 
cessful year  and  I  know  that  the  Companions  of  St.  Clair  District 
will  extend  to  him  the  same  fellowship  and  co-operation  that  was 
given  to  me. 

Finally  I  thank  every  Companion  of  the  district  who  has 
contributed  to  the  success  of  my  year  as  representative  of  the 
Grand  Z. 

LONDON  DISTRICT  No.  2 
R.   Ex.   Comp.   Fred  Howard  Davis 

I  beg  to  submit  this  my  report  of  the  Grand  Superintendent 
of  London  District  No.  2,  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada.  It 
was  an  unexpected  honour  to  be  elected  to  this  high  office  by  the 
Ex.  Companions  of  this  district  and  later  said  office  duly  confirm- 
ed by  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  First  Principal,  Most  Excel- 
lent Companion  J.  A.  M.  Taylor.  Being  fully  aware  that,  with 
privileges  also  comes  responsibilities,  I  accepted  the  honour  in  the 
name  of  Palestine  Chapter  and  with  a  firm  conviction  that  the 
Supreme  Architect  of  the  Universe  would  guide  and  direct  my 
efforts,  I  went  forth  to  perform  my  duties  to  the  best  of  my 
ability. 

My  first  duty  was  to  appoint  Excellent  Companion  John 
Wallace,  of  Palestine  Chapter,  No.  54,  to  be  my  secretary,  and  I 
am  greatly  indebted  to  him  for  his  kindness  and  loyalty. 

Having  drawn  up  a  schedule  of  visits  and  receiving  due  con- 
firmation of  the  same  from  the  fourteen  Chapters  in  the  district,  I 
proceeded  to  make  official  inspections  of  the  work  in  the  district. 
On  all  occasions  I  was  received  most  cordially  as  the  personal 
representative  of  the  Grand  First  Principal,  and  was  very  much  im- 
pressed with  the  friendly  manner  in  which  I  was  greeted.  At  this 
time  I  would  pay  tribute  to  my  predecessor,  Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  Arthur 
Holt  for  all  of  his  good  advice  and  assistance. 
Instruction 

A  Course  of  Instruction  was  held  in  the  Red  Room  of  the 
Masonic  Temple,  London,  Ont.,  on  June  the  14th,  1954.  There 
was  a  wonderful  representation  of  the  Principals  of  the  district 
present  and  much  was  done  to  prepare  us  all  for  the  work  ahead. 
I  would  thank  Rt.  Excellent  Companion  A.  Cavanagh  and  R. 
Excellent  B.  Scott,  of  London  for  their  kind  co-operation  in 
making  this  meeting  possible. 
Inspection  of  Chapters 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  dates  on  which  the  official 
inspections  were  made: 

Sept.    16 — Nilestown  Chapter,  No.  247 

Sept.   23— The  St.  Andrew  Chapter,  No.  238 
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Sept.   24 — St.  George's  Chapter,  No.   5 
Oct.       1 — Beaver  Chapter,  No.  74 
Oct.       5— St.  Paul's  Chapter,  No.  242 
Oct.      8 — Wawanosh  Chapter,  No.   15 
Oct.     1 1— Vimy  Chapter,  No.  214 
Oct.     14 — Palestine  Chapter,  No.  54 
Oct.     18 — Minnewawa  Chapter,  No.  78 
Oct.    27 — St.  John's  Chapter,  No.  3 
Nov.      1 — Hiawatha  Chapter,  No.  252 
Nov.     4 — Aylmer  Chapter,  No.  81 
Nov.    16 — London  Chapter,  No.  150 
Nov.    17 — Bruce  Chapter,  No.  53 

With  the  exception  of  two  Chapters,  degree  work  was  pre- 
sented for  my  inspection.  The  two  Chapters  who  suspended  the 
work  were  most  unfortunate  in  not  having  candidates  in  attend- 
ance due  to  illness  and  bereavement.  However,  on  a  later  occasion 
I  was  privileged  to  attend  and  witness  their  work. 

At  all  convocations  I  endeavoured  to  assist  with  such  advice 
and  instruction  as  was  deemed  necessary,  especially  did  I  bring  to 
the  attention  of  all  Principals  and  Companions  the  various  matters 
on  which  I  had  been  instructed  by  the  Grand  First  Principal.  I 
can  safely  report  that  the  condition  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in 
London  District  No.  2,  is  very  promising  indeed.  The  Principals, 
Officers  and  Companions  are  enthusiastic,  sincere  and  hard  work- 
ing. Candidates  are  coming  in,  and  the  matter  of  dues  and  fees 
are  receiving  due  attention.  Obviously  there  is  still  room  for  im- 
provement but  time  will  undoubtedly  produce  the  desired  results. 
I  repeatedly  received  the  suggestion  that  music  would  enhance  the 
beauty  of  the  work.  However,  in  the  smaller  Chapters  it  is  im- 
possible owing  to  the  cost.  It  was  generally  felt  that  inasmuch 
as  other  branches  of  Masonry  have  been  able  to  produce  musical 
services  for  the  various  degrees  and  Orders,  on  disks  cut  for  repro- 
duction on  record  players,  which  would  enable  these  smaller  Chap- 
ters to  add  music  to  their  work,  could  not  this  be  done  for  the 
Royal  Craft.  If  I  may  say  so,  I  am  personally  very  much  in 
sympathy  with  this  thought,  and  sincerely  hope  that  something 
may  be  done. 

Friday,  May  7th,  1954,  was  "Ruling  Principal's  Night"  in 
Wawanosh  Chapter,  Sarnia,  and  I  was  privileged  to  attend.  The 
ruling  Principals  of  the  district  conferred  the  Order  of  the  Holy 
Royal  Arch  in  a  most  impressive  manner.  I  was  also  honoured  in 
presenting,  on  behalf  of  the  Grand  First  Principal,  two  twenty- 
five  year  Past  Principal's  Jewels  to  Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  D.  Strain  and 
Ex.  Comp.  Alex.  Chalmers,  both  of  Wawanosh  Chapter. 

On  Sunday,  October  the  10th,  1954,  the  District  Divine 
Service  was  held  at  St.  John's  Church,  St.  Thomas,  Ont.  Special 
speaker  for  the  service  was  our  Immediate  Past  Grand  Chaplain,  Rt. 
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Ex.  Comp.  Rev.  R.  D.  MacDonald.  His  address  was  very  inspir- 
ing and  thought  provoking.  Most  Ex.  Comp.  A.  G.  N.  Brad- 
shaw.  of  London,  and  myself  also  took  an  active  part  in  the  ser- 
vice. I  was  well  pleased  with  the  attendance  and  the  social  hour 
afterwards  afforded  a  good  opportunity  for  all  to  get  better 
acquainted. 

November  the  11th,  1054,  was  the  high  light  of  the  year, 
when  we  were  honoured  in  having  our  Grand  First  Principal,  Most 
Excellent  Companion  John  Alexander  Macdonald  Taylor  in  at- 
tendance at  a  reception.  This  was  held  in  the  Masonic  Temple. 
London,  Ont..  and  while  other  activities  prevented  many  from 
attending  and  hearing  our  Grand  First  Principal  speak  on  the 
importance  of  our  Royal  Craft,  and  the  message  he  had  for  us  on 
this  occasion,  we  can  only  say  that,  for  those  who  did  attend,  it 
was  an  outstanding  occasion,  and  for  those  who  did  not  attend, 
their  great  loss.  We  do  humbly  regret  that  a  better  date  could 
not  be  arranged  for  this  great  night,  but  it  will  long  be  remembered 
in  the  minds  of  those  of  us  who  were  there. 

On  Wednesday,  January  the  12th,  1955,  I  was  invited  to 
attend  and  assist  in  the  work  of  the  Installation  of  the  Principals 
and  investiture  of  the  officers  of  London  and  district  Chapters. 
Again  on  this  occasion  the  Companions  were  most  cordial  in  their 
welcome  and  friendliness. 

Thursday,  January  the  13th,  1955,  a  joint  installation  was 
held  in  St.  Thomas,  the  Principals  and  officers  of  Palestine  and 
Aylmer  Chapters  were  jointly  installed  by  me,  assisted  greatly  by 
a  staff  of  Past  Principals  from  both  of  the  Chapters  concerned. 
On  this  occasion,  I  was  privileged  to  present,  on  behalf  of  the 
Grand  First  Principal,  three  fifty  year  jewels  to  Companions 
Johnson,  Giles  and  Jones.  A  fourth  Companion,  who  is  not  in 
good  health  and  who  was  not  able  to  attend,  was  visited  later  and 
the  presentation  made  at  his  home.  He  is  92  years  of  age,  and  we 
spent  a  wonderful  afternoon  with  him.  He  is  still  very  keen  and 
possesses  a  marvelous  sense  of  humour.  All  expressed  their  sin- 
cere thanks  to  our  Grand  First  Principal  for  his  kindness  in  mak- 
ing these  jewels  possible. 

"International  Night",  held  in  Hiawatha  Chapter,  Sarnia, 
on  March  the  12th,  1955!  This  was  my  first  opportunity  of 
attending,  although  it  is  the  seventh  international  fraternal  visit 
between  the  Chapters  in  Sarnia  and  Port  Huron,  Michigan.  There 
is  no  question  that  these  international  visitations  does  much  to 
improve  the  cordial  relationship  between  these  two  great  countries. 
After  a  splendid  luncheon,  the  Companions  assembled  in  the 
Masonic  Temple  where  the  Principals,  Officers  of  Hiawatha 
Chapter  conferred  the  Order  of  the  Holy  Royal  Arch  in  the  most 
impressive  manner.  Dinner  in  the  evening  was  attended  by  some 
five  hundred  Companions  and  their  ladies.     The  Toast  to  The 
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Grand  First  Principal,  and  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  of  Canada  was  proposed  by  M.  Ex.  Comp.  D.  H.  Webb, 
Past  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  of  Michigan.  This  was  responded  to  by  M.  Ex.  Comp. 
A.  G.  N.  Bradshaw,  of  London,  Ont.,  Past  Grand  First  Principal, 
Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada.  M.  Ex.  Comp.  Bradshaw  was 
on  this  occasion,  as  he  is  on  all  occasions,  most  impressive  and 
inspiring.  I  was  privileged  to  propose  a  Toast  to  the  Grand  High 
Priest  and  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  State 
of  Michigan,  which  was  responded  to  by  M.  Ex.  Comp.  Penn  F. 
Naylor,  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  of  that  State.  The  Principals,  Officers  and  Companions 
of  Hiawatha  Chapter  No.  252,  are  to  be  congratulated  on  a  most 
successful  "International  Day  and  Night".  May  their  efforts  in 
the  future  be  attended  with  greater  success. 

Social 

While  I  received  many  invitations  to  attend  social  functions 
throughout  the  district,  I  was  only  able  to  attend  two,  both  in 
Aylmer  on  the  occasions  of  their  Ladies'  Nights,  April  the  30th, 
1954,  and  again  on  April  the  1st,  1955.  These  affairs  were  most 
successful  and  the  thanks  of  both  Mrs.  Davis  and  myself  go  to  the 
Principals,  Officers  and  Companions  of  Aylmer  Chapter  No.  81, 
for  their  many  courtesies  and  kindly  Companionship.  To  those 
Chapters  who  extended  very  cordial  invitations  to  us,  we  do  ex- 
press our  united  sincere  regrets. 

During  the  year,  I  received  notification  of  Convocations  of 
Grand  Chapter  for  the  purpose  of  dedicating  new  Chapters.  Here 
I  am  afraid  that  I  failed,  but  owing  to  the  fact  that  my  personal 
duties  are  very  strict,  I  was  unable  to  get  sufficient  time  away  in 
order  to  attend.  I  very  much  wished  to  be  able  to  attend  and 
realize  that  I  am  the  loser.     My  sincere  regrets. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank 
the  Excellent  Principals  and  Companions  of  the  district  for  their 
unswerving  loyalty,  the  honour  that  they  have  conferred  upon 
me,  to  the  Grand  First  Principal  for  his  kind  confirmation  of  my 
election  to  this  high  office,  to  the  Grand  Scribe  E,  Rt.  Ex.  Comp. 
Fred  J.  Johnson,  for  his  patient  advice  and  assistance,  to  the  Ex. 
Principals  of  my  own  Chapter,  Palestine  No.  54,  for  their  confi- 
dence and  support.  To  my  successor  I  wish  every  success  and 
would  ask  the  same  co-operation  and  support  for  him.  He  need 
not  fear,  Royal  Arch  Masonry  teaches  us  to  obey  the  two  great 
Commandments,  our  duty  to  our  God,  and  our  duty  to  our  fellow 
man,  with  such  principles,  no  man  need  to  be  afraid  to  undertake 
his  duties.  And  finally,  may  I  offer  my  sincere  thanks  to  M.  Ex. 
Comp.  John  A.  M.  Taylor,  our  Grand  First  Principal  for  the 
assistance  he  has  rendered  me  in  advice  and  kindness.  May  I  offer 
my  humble  congratulations  to  him  on  his  tenure  of  office  and  the 
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Easter  Message  that  he  sent  out  to  us.  One  has  only  to  know 
such  a  man  to  realize  that  Grand  First  Principals  arc  born,  not 
made. 

WILSON  DISTRICT  No.  3 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Clifford  Naylor 
In  presenting  this  report  I  would  first  take  this  opportunity 
to  sincerely  thank  the  Principals,  past  and  present,  of  the  several 
Wilson  District  Chapters  for  the  honour  they  conferred  on  me: 
also  Brant  Chapter  No.  1 1  5  in  electing  me  to  the  high  office  of 
Grand  Superintendent.  Also  to  M.  Ex.  the  Grand  First  Principal 
John  A.  M.  Taylor  for  his  confirmation  of  my  election. 

My  very  grateful  thanks  are  also  hereby  extended  to  Ex.  Comp. 
John  S.  Powell  of  Brant  Chapter  who  very  kindly  consented  to 
accept  the  office  of  District  Secretary,  and  he  has  proven  to  be 
most  helpful  and  co-operative  at  all  times,  and  accompanied  me 
on  all  official  visits.  Before  the  usual  summer  recess  I  visited  all 
Chapters,  but  one,  and  my  reception  at  each  one  was  most  cordial. 

My  official  visits  were  as  follows: 
Oct.     13— Regal  Chapter,  No.  252,  Port  Dover 
Oct.     18— Brant  Chapter,  No.  115,  Paris 
Oct.    21— Mt.  Horeb  Chapter,  No.   20,  Brantford 
Oct.    22— Oxford  Chapter,  No.    18,  Woodstock 
Nov.    11 — Ezra  Chapter,  No.  23,  Simcoe 
Nov.    12 — Harris  Chapter,  No.   41,   Ingersoll 
Nov.    16 — Tillsonburg  Chapter,  No.  255,  Tillsonburg 
In  November,  Wilson  District  was  honoured  by  a  visit  from 
our  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z,   the  occasion  being  a  reception 
tendered  him  by  the  Principals'  Association.     His  splendid  address, 
together  with  a  real  evening  of  good  companionship  was  indeed 
a  memorable  and  most  pleasant  event. 

Also  in  November,  a  District  Divine  Service  was  held  at  Paris 
and  Rev.  H.  K.  L.  Charlton  delivered  a  sermon  which  was  most 
suitable  for  the  occasion  and  all  present  felt  well  rewarded. 

On  each  official  visit  I  was  most  cordially  received,  and  with 
dignity  and  respect  as  representative  of  The  Most  Excellent  Grand 
First  Principal.  On  each  occasion  Degrees  were  conferred  in  a 
creditable  manner.  It  was  especially  encouraging  for  me  to  see 
so  many  Grand  Chapter  officers  and  Past  Principals  present  on 
every  visit,  and  I  can  assure  them  all  that  I  really  appreciated  their 
presence  and  support.  I  found  that  in  each  Chapter  the  officers 
were  performing  their  duties  with  proficiency  and  I  know  the  can- 
didates, by  their  very  close  attention,  were  very  much  impressed 
with  the  work. 

Also  in  each  Chapter  the  co-operation,  assistance  and  guidance 
given  the  officers  by  the  Past  Principals  and  Grand  Chapter 
Officers  was  highly  commendable. 
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In  January,  1955,  Mt.  Horeb,  No.  20,  held  their  first  con- 
vocation in  the  beautiful  new  Masonic  Temple  in  Brantford,  and 
are  to  be  congratulated  for  their  efforts,  together  with  other  Brant- 
ford Masonic  Orders  in  the  building  of  this  splendid  home. 

It  was  my  pleasure  to  act  as  Installing  Z  for  installation  of 
officers  in  two  Chapters  of  the  District  and  to  assist  in  Installa- 
tion ceremonies  in  three  other  Chapters.  I  wish  to  thank  the 
Grand  Chapter  Officers  and  Past  Principals  who  assisted  me,  and 
also  the  Chapters  who  gave  me  the  privilege  of  assisting  them. 
In  conclusion  may  I  extend  grateful  thanks  to  my  predecessor 
Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  Alex.  McGregor  for  his  advice  and  co-operation 
so  cheerfully  extended  and  to  all  the  Chapter  Scribe  E's  for  their 
splendid  co-operation  and  the  efficiency  of  their  books  and  records. 

To  every  Companion  in  Wilson  District,  No.  3,  my  sincere 
thanks  for  making  my  term  of  office  so  pleasant.  I  shall  long 
remember  the  pleasures  of  renewing,  and  making  new,  friendships. 
I  feel  that  Capitular  Masonry  in  the  District  is  progressive. 

I  wish  for  my  successor  all  the  co-operation  and  continued 
loyalty  it  has  been  my  pleasure  to  enjoy;  and  pledge  to  him  my 
whole-hearted  support. 

I  sincerely  appreciate  the  honour  of  serving  as  Representative 
of  Most  Ex.  Comp.  John  A.  M.  Taylor,  and  the  assistance  and 
help  received  from  the  Grand  Scribe  E. 

WELLINGTON  DISTRICT  No.  4 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  William  Morris  Leonard 
Thank  you,  Companions  of  Wellington  District  No.  4,  for 
having  placed  me  in  the  position  of  your  Grand  Superintendent 
for  the   1954  term.     My  sincere  appreciation  also  to  the  Grand 
First  Principal  Most  Ex.   Companion  J.   A.   M.   Taylor  for  his 
confirmation.     My  main  hope  now  is  that  through  the  humble 
efforts  expended  some  good  will  result  to  justify  your  confidence. 
Ex.  Comp.  H.  C.  McKechnie  was  appointed  as  my  District 
Secretary  and  I  am  grateful  to  him  for  his  valuable  assistance  and 
time  devoted. 

On  June  18th  a  District  meeting  was  held  at  Guelph  which 
was  well  attended.  At  this  get-together  individual  Chapter  prob- 
lems were  discussed,  also  the  welfare  of  our  District  as  a  whole, 
acquainting  each  Chapter  with  the  plans  and  dates  of  special 
convocations  including  inspections  and  the  state  of  Capitular 
Masonry  in  general  as  applicable  to  our  District. 

The  following  inspections  were  made  (degree  conferred  in 
brackets)  : 

Sept.   21— Durham,  No.  221,  Durham    (M.E.M.) 
Sept.   28— Ionic,  No.  83,  Orangeville   (M.E.M.) 
Oct.       1— Kitchener,  No.   117,  Kitchener   (M.E.M.) 
Oct.      8— Guelph,  No.  40,  Guelph   (R.A.M.) 
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Oct.  12 — Enterprise.  No.  67.  Palmerston    (MM.) 

Oct.  1  4— Prince  Edward.  No.  218,  Shelburne  (M.E.M.) 

Oct.  18— Waterloo.  No.  32.  Gait   (M.E.M.) 

Oct.  19— Preston,  No.   245,  Preston    (R.A.M) 

Oct.  20— Halton.  No.   234,  Georgetown    (M.M.) 

Without  exception  the  general  conduct  of  Chapter  business 
was  done  with  promptness  and  despatch.  With  two  exceptions  of 
ritual  records,  the  books  were  in  good  order  and  up-to-date.  The 
exceptions  mentioned  are  being  rectified.  The  degree  work  was 
thorough,  dignified  and  impressive  in  each  instance,  those  having 
musical  facilities  naturally  adding  color  and  variation  to  relax  the 
candidates.  At  each  inspection  your  Grand  Representative  con- 
veyed the  explanation  and  meaning  of  the  degree  conferred  as 
furnished  by  Grand  Chapter.  Three  Chapters  in  our  District 
having  dues  set  at  a  figure  considered  to  be  unduly  low  have  been 
waged  to  consider  and  increase  them  commensurate  with  the  in- 
trinsic value  given  in  exchange. 

The  net  gain  in  membership  of  the  District  was  21  —  not 
near  our  objective  but  in  the  right  direction.  Special  mention  is 
deserved  by  Guelph  Chapter  who  registered  a  net  gain  of  1  8  which 
shows  that  it  can  be  done. 

I  shall  retain  cherished  memories  of  the  following  visits  made 
during  my  term  on  special  invitations: 

Oct.  26 — My  former  Chapter,  Port  Credit  No.  230,  accom- 
panied by  a  number  of  Durham  Companions. 

Nov.  19 — Also  a  former  Chapter  of  mine  where  I  was  taken 
into  Capitular  Masonry  —  Havelock  No.  63,  Kincardine. 

Jan.  7 — Installation  of  Officers  at  Kitchener  Chapter  No.  1  1  7 
accompanied  by  a  number  of  Durham  Companions  and  being  a 
guest  of  the  retiring  Z,  Ex.  Comp.  B.  M.  McNaughton. 

Jan.  1 1- — Installation  of  Officers  at  Georgetown  Chapter  No. 
56,  Owen  Sound,  accompanied  by  a  number  of  Durham  Com- 
panions. Was  guest  speaker  on  invitation  of  the  Rt.  Ex.  Comp. 
C.  J.  Baxendale  and  Ex.  Comp.  J.  E.  Taylor. 

Feb.  24 — Waterloo  Chapter  No.  32,  Gait  —  Reception  for 
our  Most  Ex.  Companion  J.  A.  M.  Taylor  at  which  he  delivered 
an  inspiring  address  on  Capitular  Masonry  and  gave  us  an  insight 
into  the  onerous  duties  of  the  Grand  Z  in  this  and  other  juris- 
dictions. 

I  have  benefitted  greatly  through  studies  and  associations  of 
the  past  year  in  Chapter  work  and  once  again  I  express  the  hope 
that  it  has  been  mutually  beneficial  to  the  District.  May  my  suc- 
cessor be  received  with  the  same  dignity  and  respect  as  the  auth- 
orized representative  of  the  Grand  Z. 
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HAMILTON  DISTRICT  No.  5 
Rt.  Ex  Comp.  J.  C.  Lcith 
In  presenting  my  report  on  the  conditions  and  activity  of 
Capitular  Masonry  of  the  Hamilton  District  No.  5,  I  wish  to 
express  my  appreciation  to  the  Principals  and  Past  Principals  of 
Hamilton  District  No.  5  for  the  high  honour  they  conferred  upon 
me  in  electing  me  as  Grand  Superintendent,  also  my  sincere  thanks 
to  M.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  A.  M.  Taylor  for  his  confirmation. 

On  June  22nd,  1954,  I  convened  a  meeting  of  the  ruling 
Principals  of  the  District  at  which  eight  of  the  nine  Chapters  were 
represented.  The  proceedings  were  somewhat  informal,  com- 
mencing with  a  resume  of  my  instructions  received  at  Grand  Chap- 
ter. We  also  discussed  various  problems  confronting  Royal  Arch 
Masonry  in  this  District. 

My  inspection  visits  were  as  follows: 
Sept.   24 — The  Hiram,  No.  2,  Hamilton 
Oct.      4 — Keystone,  No.  224,  Hamilton 
Oct.     19— The  Hamilton,  No.  175,  Hamilton 
Oct.    21— St.  Clair,  No.  75,  Milton 
Nov.      8 — McKay,  No.  243,  Stoney  Creek 
Nov.    1 1 — St.  John's  No.  6,  Hamilton 
Nov.    16 — Ancaster,  No.   155,  Ancaster 
Dec.     14— White  Oak,  No.  104,  Oakville 
Dec.    27 — Caledonia,  No.   236,  Caledonia 

In  all  my  visits  I  was  received  most  cordially  as  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  M.  Ex.  the  Grand  First  Principal.  In  most  Chap- 
ters the  work  was  of  a  high  standard.  Greater  preparation  before- 
hand in  the  way  of  rehearsals  would  undoubtedly  leave  a  greater 
and  lasting  impression  on  the  candidates. 

New  Officers  must  themselves  make  the  effort  to  succeed  and 
not  rely  too  much  on  help  from  outside.  Self-reliance  contributes 
enormously  to  the  building  of  a  strong  Chapter. 

I  was  impressed  and  pleased  to  find  that  two  Chapters  are 
according  the  privilege  of  conferring  much  of  the  Degree  work  to 
the  Junior  Officers,  and  also  to  many  well  skilled  members  who 
are  not  officers.  These  Companions  are  doing  very  fine  work  and 
it  must  create  a  much  greater  interest  for  them  in  the  work  of  their 
Chapter. 

In  addition  to  my  official  visits,  I  was  present  when  the  M. 
Ex.  Comp.  of  the  Grand  First  Principal  installed  the  Officers  of 
the  St.  Clair  Chapter. 

I  also  had  the  privilege  of  being  present  at  the  home  of  V.  Ex. 
Comp.  Geo.  W.  Carr  when  he  was  presented  with  a  50  year  Jewel 
by  M.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  A.  M.  Taylor.  V.  Ex.  Comp.  Carr  is  a 
member  of  Lebanon  Chapter  No.  84,  Wingham,  Ontario,  and  is 
now  residing  in  Hamilton. 
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I  had  the  honour  of  presenting  to  V.  Ex.  Comp.  William 
Turner  a  25  year  Past  Principal's  Jewel.  V.  Ex.  Comp.  Turner, 
for  many  years,  was  active  in  Hiram  Chapter  No.  2,  and  has 
rendered  outstanding  service  to  Capitular  Masonry  in  this  District. 

The  members  of  Caledonia  Chapter  No.  236  are  to  be  con- 
gratulated on  completing  their  new  hall.  During  the  greater 
part  of  the  year  they  laboured  under  great  difficulties  and  we  hope 
we  will  be  able  to  arrange  for  the  dedication  of  the  new  Chapter 
Room  by  M.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  A.  M.  Taylor  before  his  term  of 
office  expires. 

It  is  with  sincere  regret  we  record  the  passing  of  V.  Ex.  Comp. 
J.  E.  Grady  on  January  18th,  1955.  He  was  of  a  genial  disposi- 
tion and  was  beloved  by  all  the  Companions  in  our  District. 

My  appointment  of  Ex.  Comp.  John  Renfrew  as  District 
Secretary,  has  proven  a  happy  one.  He  has  been  a  most  faithful 
and  efficient  secretary,  and  his  advice  and  assistance  invaluable. 

To  the  Companions  who  accompanied  me  on  so  many  of 
my  visits,  helping  to  make  my  term  of  office  more  enjoyable,  I 
am  deeply  indebted.  To  my  successor,  I  pledge  my  loyal  sup- 
port, and  I  ask,  for  him,  the  same  generous  co-operation  of  this 
district. 

HURON  DISTRICT  No.  6 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  John  F.  Adamson 
It  has  been  a  pleasure  and  an  inspiration  to  visit  the  various 
Chapters  in  this  district  as  the  representative  of  the  Most  Excellent 
the  Grand  First  Principal.  To  the  Principals  and  Past  Principals 
of  the  district  for  my  election,  and  to  Most  Excellent  Companion 
John  A.  M.  Taylor  for  confirming  my  election  I  am  deeply  and 
sincerely  grateful. 

Ex.  Comp.  Chas.  R.  Swatridge  has  acted  as  District  Secretary 
for  the  past  year.  He  has  accompanied  me  on  all  my  visits,  and 
has  placed  his  great  knowledge  of  Masonry,  as  well  as  his  keen 
executive  ability  freely  at  my  disposal.  My  thanks  are  also  ex- 
tended to  those  companions  who  followed  my  itinerary  so  faith- 
fully or  helped  in  other  ways  to  make  the  year  a  success. 

It  would  be  very  pleasant  to  comment  on  the  work  of  the 
individual  Chapters,   but  my   remarks  must  of  necessity  be  of  a 
more  general  nature.     Although  the  work  was  not  in  all  cases  word 
perfect,   there  was  never  any  question   about   the  earnestness  and 
sincerity  of  the  participating  companions.      Each  Chapter  in  the 
district  has  been  visited  at  least  once  during  the  year. 
June    14 — St.  James  Chapter,  No.  46,  St.  Marys 
June    18 — Havelock  Chapter,  No.  63,  Kincardine 
Sept.      7 — Bernard  Chapter,  No.   146,  Listowel 
Sept.    21 — Huron  Chapter,  No.   30,  Goderich 
Oct.       5 — Chantry  Chapter,  No.   130,  Southampton 


50  GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  CANADA 

Oct.  12 — Lucknow  Chapter,  No.  147,  Lucknow 

Oct.  19 — Lebanon  Chapter,  No.  84,  Wingham 

Nov.  2— Elliot  Chapter,  No.  129,  Mitchell 

Nov.  15 — Malloch  Chapter,  No.  66,  Seaforth 

Nov.  24 — Tecumseh  Chapter,  No.  24,  Stratford 

These  visits  were  the  occasion  of  much  enthusiasm  and  large 
attendance,  which  is  evidence  of  well  deserved  respect  for  Grand 
Chapter.  The  ritualistic  work  was  in  nearly  all  cases  well  done, 
and  in  some  instances  outstanding,  which  is  evidence  of  much 
effort  and  fine  cooperation  among  the  principals,  past-principals 
and  officers. 

More  enthusiasm  is  needed  to  attract  a  greater  number  of 
candidates,  as  most  of  the  Chapters  are  not  overworked.  The 
quality  however  of  these  candidates  appears  to  be  good  and  this 
inspires  a  sincere  and  genuine  effort  on  the  part  of  the  Chapter 
officers  and  past  officers  to  present  the  work  in  a  dignified  and 
impressive  manner.  Paralleling  the  emphasis  on  youth  in  the 
profane  world,  there  seems  an  increasing  tendency  in  the  Masonic 
world  to  stress  the  importance  of  the  candidate,  and  to  attempt 
to  make  Masonry  mean  so  much  to  him  that  he  can  never  drift 
away. 

The  high  light  of  the  year  was  the  visit  of  the  Grand  First 
Principal,  Most  Ex.  Comp.  John  A.  M.  Taylor,  to  Tecumseh 
Chapter  on  May  28.  He  was  accompanied  by  the  Grand  Scribe  E., 
Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  Fred  J.  Johnson  and  the  immediate  past  Grand 
Superintendent  Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  Oliver  Stephenson. 

Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  this  district  is  in  a  very  favourable 
position.  The  Chapters  have  excellent  Chapter  rooms,  the  regalia 
and  paraphernalia  are  in  good  condition,  and  the  books  and  records 
are  well  kept.  Financing  has  long  been  difficult  but  the  annual 
dues  are  slowly  being  raised  to  a  realistic  figure.  More  important 
however  than  these  material  things,  the  spirit  of  Masonry  is  very 
much  in  evidence.  Th  Principals  are  giving  fine  leadership,  the 
Scribes  E.  are  conscientious,  and  the  officers  seem  to  appreciate  the 
opportunity  to  serve. 

In  conclusion  may  I  offer  my  sincere  thanks  to  all  who  help- 
ed to  make  my  term  of  office  more  pleasant  and  profitable,  espe- 
cially the  Grand  Scribe  E.  To  my  successor  I  extend  my  best 
wishes,  and  pledge  my  whole-hearted  support. 

NIAGARA  DISTRICT  No.  7 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Joseph  Herbert  Hughes 
I  respectively  submit  my  report  on  the  conditions  of  Royal 
Arch  Masonry  in  the  Niagara  District  No.  7. 

First,  may  I  offer  my  sincere  appreciation  to  the  Principals 
and  Past  Principals  of  this  district  and  especially  to  the  Grand  Z 
for  confirming  my  appointment, 
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Secondly,  my  personal  thanks  to  my  secretary  Roy  E.  Vilneff 
who  so  kindly  consented  to  act  as  my  secretary. 

Following  is  a  list  of  my  official  visits: 

Sept.    10 — Mount  Moriah,  No.   19,  St.  Catharines 

Sept.   20— McCallum.  No.  29,  Dunnville 

Oct.       1 — Niagara,  No.  55,  Niagara-on-the-Lake 

Oct.       4 — Grimsby,  No.  69,  Grimsby 

Oct.       6—  Willson,  No.  64,  Welland 

Oct.       7 — King  Hiram,  No.  57,  Port  Colborne 

Oct.    25— Smithville,  No.   240,  Smithville 

Nov.      9 — Hugh  Murray,  No.   184,  Fort  Erie 

Dec.     17 — Mount  Nebo,  No.  76,  Niagara  Falls 

Some  of  the  above  I  have  visited  twice  and  three  times  and 
was  received  in  a  most  cordial  manner.  It  was  also  a  pleasure  that  I 
was  able  to  attend  the  installation  of  Niagara,  Welland  and 
Niagara  Falls. 

On  Oct.  15th  I  had  the  pleasure  of  presiding  over  a  Chapter 
of  Instruction  in  my  own  Chapter  room,  some  60  Companions 
from  the  district  attending,  and  I  wish  to  offer  my  sincere  thanks 
to  Fort  Erie  for  conferring  the  M.E.M.  degree  for  the  benefit  of  all 
present,  it  being  performed  in  a  most  dignified  manner.  It  is  most 
pronounced  that  the  younger  members  are  taking  more  interest  in 
the  work. 

On  Sunday  evening,  Oct.  10th,  we  had  a  district  Church 
Service  at  St.  Martins,  Niagara  Falls,  Rev.  R.  L.  Rolls  being  the 
Rector,  gave  a  most  inspiring  sermon,  being  a  R.A.M.  himself. 
Finally,  I  would  like  to  thank  Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  C.  E.  Griffin  for 
his  talks  on  the  3rd  degree  and  also  on  educational  matters. 

TORONTO  EAST  DISTRICT  No.  8 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Reginald  John  Lewis 

In  presenting  my  report  on  the  condition  of  Capitular  Ma- 
sonry for  Toronto  District  No.  8,  may  I  first  convey  to  the 
Principals,  Past  and  Present,  my  sincere  thanks  and  appreciation 
for  the  honour  they  conferred  upon  me  and  through  me  on  The 
St.  Patrick  Chapter,  No.  145,  in  electing  me  to  the  high  office 
of  Grand  Superintendent.  I  also  convey  to  Most  Excellent  Com- 
panion J.  A.  M.  Taylor,  my  most  humble  thanks  in  confirming 
my  election. 

My  first  pleasant  duty  was  to  appoint  Ex.  Comp.  J.  R. 
Legecy  as  Secretary.  I  extend  to  him  my  sincere  thanks  for  the 
excellent  and  efficient  work  done  by  him  and  the  great  amount 
of  assistance  extended  to  me  during  the  year,  accompanying  me  on 
all  my  official  visits.  Ex.  Comp.  Legecy  being  the  Scribe  E.  of 
our  own  Chapter,  I  appointed  V.  Ex.  Comp.  Wm.  E.  Pomeroy  as 
Secretary  that  evening,  and  I  extend  to  him  my  most  gracious 
thanks 
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I  made  an  Official  Visit  of  Inspection  to  all  13  Chapters  of 
the  District.  Degrees  were  conferred  on  candidates  on  every  occa- 
sion. 

It  was  pleasing  to  find  the  books  of  the  Scribe  E.  and 
Treasurer  of  all  Chapters  in  proper  order,  neatly  kept  and  up  to 
date.  Some  Chapters  are  extremely  fortunate  in  having  most 
efficient  Scribe  E's  doing  a  most  excellent  job. 

The  Degree  work  with  little  exception  was  of  a  high  standard, 
most  Officers  being  well  conversant  with  the  work,  and  conferred 
the  Degree  in  an  impressive  manner.  Too  much  stress  cannot  be 
placed  on  the  importance  of  rehearsals.  This  was  quite  evident 
in  the  Degree  work,  weakness  showing  the  lack  of  rehearsals. 

With  regard  to  membership,  we  again  show  an  increase.  Can- 
didates Initiated  and  Affiliations  93,  Withdrawals,  Suspensions 
and  the  grim  reaper  accounting  for  74,  an  increase  of  19.  Whereas 
the  District  is  to  be  congratulated  on  the  increase,  I  feel  much  can 
be  done  to  improve  with  only  five  Chapters  showing  an  increase, 
five  a  decrease  and  three  remaining  the  same.  The  need  for  new 
members  is  imperative  and  we  should  also  not  lost  sight  of  the 
need  to  increase  our  attendance.  In  this  connection,  I  feel  that 
each  Chapter  should  appoint  an  Educational  Committee,  with  a 
District  Educational  Committee  to  assist.  To  encourage  short 
talks  in  the  Chapter  room.  Also  consideration  could  be  given 
to  the  examination  of  candidates  according  to  our  work.  This  I 
feel  would  stimulate  an  interest  among  the  members. 

Finally  most  Chapters  are  in  good  condition,  some  having 
made  requirements  to  conform  with  our  present  conditions,  but 
there  is  still  room  for  improvement  in  others.  Arrears  of  dues 
throughout  the  District  have  increased,  but  it  is  only  fair  to  men- 
tion that  some  Chapters  have  heeded  my  repeated  warning,  and 
made  an  excellent  effort,  and  have  improved  greatly.  Others 
would  do  well  to  make  an  effort  to  remedy  the  situation. 

Lodges  of  Instruction  will  be  held  in  Beaches  Chapter,  No. 
163,  March  7th,  1955,  and  York  Chapter  No.  62,  March  11, 
1955.  It  is  hoped  that  some  benefit  may  be  derived  from  these 
meetings. 

A  District  Divine  Service  will  be  held  Sunday  evening,  March 
20th,  1955,  in  Eglinton  United  Church,  under  the  direction  of 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Rev.  W.  J.  Johnston,  Pastor  and  Past  Grand  Chap- 
lain, with  M.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  A.  M.  Taylor,  The  Grand  First 
Principal,  and  R.  Ex.  Comp.  C.  E.  Armstrong,  Grand  Chaplain, 
taking  part. 

Some  of  the  interesting  events  of  the  year  are  as  follows: 

June  23rd,  1954,  Orient  Chapter,  No.  79,  Grand  Chapter 
Night.  M.  W.  Bro.  J.  A.  Hearn,  The  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Canada,  in  the  Province  of  Ontario,  being  honoured  by 
Grand  Chapter  as  Honourary  Past  Principal,  was  Installed  in  the 
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chair  by   M.   Ex.   Comp.   J.   A.   M.    Taylor   and   Grand   Chapter 
Officers,  who  were  present  in  large  numbers. 

October  8th,  1954,  York  Chapter  No.  62,  80th  Anniver- 
sary, and  M.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  A.  M.  Taylor,  being  presented  with 
an  Honourary  Membership. 

October  15th,  1954,  The  St.  Patrick  Chapter,  No.  145,  50th 
Anniversary,  when  it  was  my  great  privilege  to  present  M.  Ex. 
Comp.  J.  A.  M.  Taylor,  with  an  Honourary  Membership. 

January  26th,  1955,  Orient  Chapter,  No.  79,  Ex.  Comp.  J. 
A.  Hearn,  received  an  Honourary  Membership  at  the  hands  of  M. 
Ex.  Comp.  J.  A.  M.  Taylor.  It  was  my  privilege  to  present  R. 
Ex.  Comp.  G.  Jones  and  R.  Ex.  Comp.  L.  L.  Querie  with  Honour- 
ary Memberships. 

February  18th,  1955,  The  St.  Patrick  Chapter,  No.  145,  R. 
Ex.  Comp.  J.  L.  House,  Grand  H.  presented  V.  Ex.  Comp.  R.  H. 
Dee  with  a  50-Year  Medal. 

February  21st,  1955,  a  Reception  was  held  by  the  two 
Toronto  Districts  for  M.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  A.  M.  Taylor.  A  large 
number  of  Companions  were  in  attendance.  This  evening,  I  feel 
was  a  grand  success  with  a  splendid  fraternal  spirit  prevailing 
throughout  the  evening. 

The  Companions  of  the  Welfare  Committee  of  the  two  To- 
ronto Districts  are  to  be  commended  for  the  splendid  work  they 
do  for  the  under-privileged.  They  are  endeavouring  this  year 
to  extend  their  work  to  another  field.  These  Companions  are 
putting  into  effect  the  teaching  of  Masonry  and  should  receive  the 
support  of  every  Companion. 

In  summing  up,  may  I  say  that  the  general  condition  of 
Capitular  Masonry  in  Toronto  District  No.  8  is  good.  The 
harmony  and  fraternal  feeling  is  excellent.  Many  Chapters  have 
installed  young  men  in  the  chairs.  This  also  speaks  well  for  the 
future.  If  each  and  every  Companion  will  endeavour  to  extend 
their  zeal,  Capitular  Masonry  will  advance. 

I  would  like  to  extend  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  Grand  Scribe 
E.,  R.  Ex.  Comp.  F.  J.  Johnson,  who  is  ever  ready  to  assist  with 
information  and  encouragement  whenever  approached;  to  all 
Grand  Chapter  Officers,  Past  and  Present,  for  their  assistance;  to 
the  Principals  and  Officers  of  the  Chapters,  my  sincere  thanks  for 
their  splendid  co-operation  and  assistance  at  all  times.  Also  my 
appreciation  to  R.  Ex.  Comp.  E.  E.  Dobson,  for  his  co-operation. 
It  has  been  a  most  pleasant  association  throughout  the  year.  All 
these  things  have  worked  together  to  make  the  most  pleasant  year, 
one  I  shall  long  remember,  and  to  my  successor,  my  best  wishes 
and  my  wholehearted  support. 
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TORONTO  WEST  DISTRICT  No.  8A 
Rt.  Ex.  Comp  E.  E.  Dobson 

As  my  tenure  of  office  comes  to  a  close,  I  have  rather  mixed 
feelings:  regrets  that  all  of  my  plans  have  not  reached  accomplish- 
ment, yet  I  am  very  happy  with  the  fulfillment  of  others.  I  would 
be  remiss  if  I  did  not  express  my  thanks  to  Most  Ex.  Comp. 
Taylor  for  confirming  my  appointment  as  Grand  Supt.  and  also 
my  appreciation  to  the  Principals  of  District  8A  for  my  election 
and  the  honour  conferred  on  Shekinah  Chapter. 

My  first  pleasant  duty  was  to  appoint  Ex.  Comp.  Harold  O. 
Hughes  as  my  secretary.  He  proved  of  invaluable  assistance  to  me 
and  to  the  district  as  a  whole.  Words  do  not  adequately  express 
my  heartfelt  thanks  for  his  untiring  efforts. 

A  district  meeting  was  called  on  June  8,  1954,  and  a  very 
representative  group  of  Rt.  Ex.  Very  Ex.  Past  and  ruling  Princi- 
pals from  the  various  Chapters  attended.  The  concensus  of  opinion 
was  that  the  future  of  Capitular  Masonry  looked  bright  in  the 
District. 

Official  visits  were  scheduled  and  carried  out  in  all  Chapters. 
The  work  as  conferred  left  little  room  for  comment — sincerity, 
dignity  and  decorum  were  the  key  notes.  I  was  promptly  received 
on  all  occasions  and  with  cordiality  and  dignity  as  befits  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  Most  Ex.  Grand  First  Principal.  My  secretary 
reports  that  the  books  and  records  of  all  of  the  Chapters  are  well 
kept  and  up  to  date — it  is  felt  however  that  steps  should  be  taken 
to  bring  about  uniformity  in  the  types  of  books  and  records  in 
use. 

Schools  of  Instruction  were  held  in  Shekinah,  Mount  Sinai 
and  Mimico  Chapters,  conferring  the  M.M.M.,  M.E.M.  and 
R.A.M.  respectively.  In  this  connection  it  is  felt  that  an  educa- 
tional night  with  exemplifications  would  be  more  constructive  and 
better  attended. 

A  District  Divine  Service  was  held  at  St.  Mark's  Anglican 
Church  Nov.  14,  1954,  and  I  was  very  gratified  to  see  such  a 
large  attendance  present. 

Upon  invitation  we  attended  all  but  two  of  the  Installation 
Ceremonies  in  the  District  and  have  also  visited  socially  and  frater- 
nally throughout  both  of  the  Toronto  Districts.  At  this  point  I 
would  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  Reg.  Lewis  for 
his  advice  and  co-operation — it  has  been  a  real  pleasure  to  have 
been  associated  with  him. 

On  Feb.  21,  1954,  a  reception  was  held  for  Most  Ex.  Comp. 
John  Alexander  McDonald  Taylor,  under  the  combined  guidance 
of  Districts  8  and  8A.  This  reception  was  exceedingly  well 
attended  and  I  wish  to  thank  all  of  those  who,  by  their  attendance, 
helped  to  make  this  evening  a  success. 
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In  summing  up  may  I  say  that  while  the  conferring  of  the 
degrees  by  the  various  Chapters  leaves  little  to  be  desired,  and  the 
Chapters  generally  are  financially  sound,  it  is  imperative  that  more 
inter-chapter  visitations  be  carried  out  and  that  a  concerted  effort 
be  put  forth  to  solicit  more  members. 

To  the  many  Rt.  Ex.  Comp.,  Very  Ex.  Comp.,  Principals 
Past  and  Present,  and  the  Companions  who  have  contributed  to 
making  my  year  a  successfully  pleasant  one,  may  I  simply  say 
thanks  and  I  sincerely  hope  that  you  will  give  the  same  kindly 
advice  and  support  to  my  successor. 

GEORGIAN  DISTRICT  No.  9 
Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  Cecil  John  Baxendale 

As  my  term  of  office  draws  to  a  close,  I  wish  to  express  my 
thanks  and  appreciation  to  the  companions  of  Georgian  District 
for  the  honour  conferred  upon  Georgian  Chapter,  No.  56,  and 
myself  in  electing  me  by  acclamation  to  this  high  office,  and  to  the 
Most  Excellent  the  Grand  First  Principal  for  confirming  my 
election. 

I  would  also  like  to  thank  Ex.  Comp.  R.  V.  Garbutt,  who 
acted  as  secretary  and  accompanied  me  on  all  my  visits,  giving  me 
his  assistance  and  support,  also  the  members  of  Georgian  Chapter 
who  accompanied  me  on  each  visit. 

On  June  9th  a  dinner  meeting  was  called  at  the  Wilcox  Inn, 
Stayner,  with  several  Past  Grand  Superintendents  and  the  First 
Principals  and  Scribes  E.  of  five  of  the  six  chapters  present.  Points 
on  administration  as  received  at  Grand  Chapter  were  passed  on  to 
the  Companions  and  dates  for  the  visits  were  selected.  The  Com- 
panions expressed  a  desire  to  have  a  district  meeting  at  Manitou 
Chapter,  Collingwood,  Wednesday,  Nov.  10th,  1954. 

The  Most  Excellent,  the  Grand  First  Principal,  J.  A.  M. 
Taylor  came  by  way  of  Owen  Sound,  where  he  presented  a  50- 
Year  Service  Jewel  to  Comp.  A.  L.  Danard.  Then  on  to  Colling- 
wood where  dinner  was  served  at  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and 
Most  Ex.  Comp.  Taylor  gave  an  interesting  talk  on  Capitular 
Masonry.  The  Mark  Master  Degree  was  conferred  by  the  officers 
of  Manitou  Chapter,  assisted  by  the  Principals  of  the  Chapters  in 
the  district.  I  am  pleased  to  report  a  good  representation  from 
the  various  chapters. 

On  Tuesday,  Dec.  14,  1954,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  being 
present  when  The  Most  Excellent,  the  Grand  First  Principal,  J.  A. 
M.  Taylor  visited  Signet  Chapter,  No.  34,  Barrie.  I  also  had 
the  honour  of  presenting  25  year  P.  Z.  Jewel  to  Ex.  Comp.  E.  A. 
Dobson,  of  Georgian  Chapter  on  Jan.  1 1th. 

On  each  of  my  visits  I  was  warmly  welcomed  and  received  in 
due  and  proper  form.  These  visits  and  degrees  conferred  were  as 
follows: 

1954 

Sept.    14 — Signet  Chapter,  No.  34,  Barrie — M.M.M. 
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Oct.       8— Couchiching  Chapter,  No.  198,  Orillia— M.M.M. 
Nov.    16 — Georgian  Chapter,  No.  56,  Owen  Sound — M.E.M. 

1955 
Jan.     18— Amabel  Chapter,  No.   131,  Wiarton — R.A.M. 
Feb.     14— Kitchikewana  Chap.,  No.  67,  Midland — M.M.M. 
Feb.    23 — Manitou  Chapter,  No.  27,  Collingwood — M.E.M. 

All  degrees  were  conferred  in  a  very  efficient  and  capable  man- 
ner and  the  officers  are  very  enthusiastic.  While  the  increase  in 
membership  in  the  district  has  been  small,  all  chapters  have  ad- 
mitted several  new  members  and  the  outlook  in  Georgian  District 
is  very  good. 

In  conclusion  I  would  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  all 
Chapters  for  their  co-operation  and  kindness  throughout  the  year. 
I  shall  always  treasure  the  pleasant  memories  of  my  year  as  Grand 
Superintendent. 

ONTARIO  DISTRICT,  No.  10 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Philip  Sydney  Conibear 

In  presenting  this  my  report  of  Capitular  Masonry  of  Ontario 
District  No.  10,  I  wish  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  to  Ex.  Princi- 
pals of  the  district  for  their  confidence  in  conferring  on  Keystone 
Chapter  No.  3  5,  Whitby,  and  myself,  the  honor  of  electing  me 
as  Grand  Superintendent  and  to  Most  Ex.  Comp.  John  A.  M. 
Taylor,  the  Grand  First  Principal,  for  confirming  my  appoint- 
ment. 

My  first  duty  was  to  appoint  Ex.  Comp.  H.  L.  Pringle  as 
my  Secretary.  He  accompanied  me  on  all  my  official  visits  and 
most  of  the  informal  visits  and  proved,  with  the  assistance  of  V. 
Ex.  Comp.  R.  McNee  to  be  very  capable  and  efficient.  I  wish  to 
thank  them  for  their  companionship,  advice  and  continual  co- 
operation during  my  term  of  office. 

A  district  meeting  of  instruction  was  held  at  Keystone  Chap- 
ter No.  35,  Whitby,  on  June  13th.  Several  Chapters  could  not 
attend  but  these  were  given  points  of  instruction  on  my  visits  to 
their  respective  Chapters,  as  stressed  by  Grand  First  Principals  in 
regard  to  strict  adherance  to  Ritual  and  Constitution. 

Official  visits  were  made  as  follows: 

June      1 — Pentalpha,  No.  28,  Oshawa 

June  11 — Keystone,  No.  35,  Whitby 

Oct.       1 — Excelsion,  No.  45,  Colborne 

Oct.       8 — Victoria,  No.  37,  Port  Hope 

Oct.  13—  Warkworth,  No.    110,  Warkworth 

Oct.  18 — Palestine,  No.  249,  Bowmanville 

Oct.  21— Midland,  No.  94,  Lindsay 

Oct.  22 — Corinthian,  No.  36,  Peterborough 
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Oct.     26 — St.  Johns,  No.  48,  Cobourg 
Nov.    15 — Ionic,  No.   168,  Campbellford 
Nov.    17 — King  Darius.  No   134,  Cannington 

It  was  my  pleasure  to  visit  all  Chapters  in  the  District  offi- 
cially and  I  have  hopes  that  I  shall  complete  an  informal  visit  to 
each.  On  every  occasion  I  was  welcomed  as  the  Representative  of 
the  Grand  First  Principal  and  degrees  conferred  for  my  inspection. 
I  found  the  officers  were  capable  in  their  work. 

In  several  Chapters  the  Officers  and  Companions  were  show- 
ing aggressiveness  in  their  effort  in  having  Master  Masons  exalted 
to  the  Holy  Royal  Arch  while  others  were  satisfied  to  "let  George 
do  it".  I  have  humbly  tried  to  urge  the  latter  to  improve  on 
example  set  by  the  former  and  prove  the  value  of  giving  assistance, 
light  and  knowledge  to  all  uninformed  Brethren.  "The  harvest 
is  ripe  Brethren  and  the  reapers  are  few." 

Death,  suspensions  and  withdrawals  have  again  taken  their 
toll  in  Ontario  District  and  personally  I  feel  that  I  might  have  been 
more  aggressive  in  exhorting  Companions  to  do  more  to  curtail  the 
suspensions  and  withdrawals  and  in  the  procuring  of  new  mem- 
bers. 

It  was  my  privilege  and  pleasure  to  attend  the  Installation  of 
Most  Worshipful  The  Grand  Master  Joseph  A.  Hearn  in  Orient 
Chapter,  R.A.M.,  No.  79,  G.R.C.,  on  June  23rd,  and  at  the 
dedication  of  Mount  Nebo,  Chapter  R.A.M.  No.  76,  G.R.C., 
Niagara  Falls,  Ont.,  on  November  19th. 

Finally  I  wish  to  extend  to  Excellent  Principals  and  Com- 
panions of  the  District  my  sincere  gratitude  for  their  co-operation 
on  all  occasions;  to  Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  Flintoff  for  his  assistance  on 
many  trials  and  to  all  who  enabled  me  to  renew  friendships  and 
make  new  friends  of  the  Companions  in  the  District  Chapters. 
Your  friendship  will  remain  an  unforgotten  treasure. 

PRINCE  EDWARD  DISTRICT,  No.  1 1 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Orval  Edgar  Kelly 

Having  enjoyed  the  honour  and  privilege  of  serving  as  Grand 
Superintendent  of  Prince  Edward  District  No.  11,1  wish  to  thank 
the  Companions  of  the  various  Chapters  for  electing  me  to  that 
office,  and  M.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  A.  M.  Taylor  for  confirming  my 
appointment.  My  Companions  of  Presqu'ile  Chapter  also  appre- 
ciated this  honour  coming  to  their  Chapter  for  the  first  time  in 
twenty-one  years. 

I  was  most  fortunate  in  having  as  my  District  Secretary  a 
faithful  and  efficient  Companion  in  the  person  of  Ex.  Comp.  Ken- 
neth A.  McQuoid.  who  accompanied  me  on  all  my  visits,  and 
discharged  the  duties  of  that  office  with  satisfaction  to  all,  and 
credit  to  himself. 
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My  first  act  of  duty  on  assuming  office  was  to  accompany 
the  officers  and  members  of  St.  Mark's  Chapter,  No.  26,  Trenton, 
on  a  fraternal  visit  to  Ionic  Chapter,  No.  168,  Campbellford, 
where  I  was  most  kindly  received,  and  enjoyed  the  work  of  the 
evening.  It  was  a  great  privilege  to  have  a  part  in  this  inter- 
district  visit. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Principal's  Association  of  Prince 
Edward  District,  held  in  Belleville  on  May  28th,  I  was  accorded 
the  privilege  of  addressing  the  assembled  Companions,  all  Chap- 
ters in  the  District  being  represented.  I  availed  myself  of  the 
opportunity  of  instructing  those  present  on  Royal  Arch  Masonry, 
with  special  emphasis  on  administration  of  their  Chapters,  and  the 
importance  of  uniformity  in  the  work. 

It  was  a  distinct  pleasure  to  attend  a  special  meeting  of  Quinte 
Friendship  Chapter,  No.  227,  Belleville,  on  June  12th,  the  occa- 
sion being  a  visit  from  the  Companions  of  St.  George's  Chapter, 
No.  5,  London. 

Having  arranged  my  schedule  of  official   visits,   I   was   able 
to  complete  them  without  postponements,  as  follows: 
June   1  6 — Mt.  Sinai  Chapter,  No.  44,  Napanee 
Sept.   23 — Keystone  Chapter,  No.  12,  Stirling 
Oct.     12 — Quinte  Friendship  Chapter,  No.  227,  Belleville 
Oct.     18 — Prince  Edward  Chapter,  No.  31,  Picton 
Oct.    19— St.  Mark's  Chapter,  No.  26,  Trenton 
Oct.    25 — Madoc  Chapter,  No.  161,  Madoc 
Nov.      2 — Moira  Chapter,  No.  7,  Belleville 
Nov.   23 — Presqu'ile  Chapter,  No.   144,  Brighton 
On  all  my  visits  I  was  accompanied  by  a  goodly  number  of 
Companions  from  my  own  Chapter.     On  the  occasion  of  my  visit 
to  St.  Mark's  Chapter,  a  large  number  of  members  from  Presqu'ile 
Chapter,  which  meets  the  same  night,  came  down  to  Trenton  at 
the  conclusion  of  their  own  meeting.     I  was  deeply  impressed  with 
the  splendid  spirit  of  fellowship  in  evidence  on  all  my  visits.     On 
each   occasion    I   based   my   remarks   on    some   educational    aspect 
relating  to  the  degree  conferred. 

With  the  approval  of  the  Principal's  Association,  I  arranged 
a  district  Church  service  in  Brighton  United  Church  on  Sunday, 
October  17th,  at  3.00  p.m. 

Six  of  the  eight  Chapter  in  the  District  were  represented,  as 
well  as  three  from  Ontario  District,  and  the  service  was  considered 
a  success  in  every  respect. 

The  highlight  of  my  term  of  office  was  the  visit  of  the  Grand 
Z.,  Most  Ex.  Comp.  J.  A.  M.  Taylor,  to  Mt.  Sinai  Chapter, 
Napanee,  on  November  1 7th.  The  Grand  First  Principal  was 
accompanied  by  the  Grand  Scribe  E.,  Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  Fred  J. 
Johnson,  and  visitors  were  present  from  five  Chapters  in  the 
District,  as  well  as  Kingston. 
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Most  Ex.  Comp.  Taylor  presented  a  50  year  Past  Principal's 
Bar  to  the  veteran  Scribe  E.  of  Mt.  Sinai  Chapter,  Rt.  Ex.  Comp. 
E.  J.  Walters,  and  a  25  year  Past  Principal's  Jewel  to  Ex.  Comp. 
P.  U.  Laidley.  The  occasion  will  be  long  remembered  by  all 
present. 

One  of  my  last  official  duties  was  to  install  and  invest  the 
officers  of  Presqu'ile  Chapter  for  1955.  I  also  had  the  pleasure 
of  attending  the  joint  installation  of  Moira  and  Quinte  Friendship 
Chapters  at  Belleville,  which  was  in  charge  of  Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  Bruce 
Smith,  member  of  the  Grand  Executive. 

Regarding  the  condition  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  Prince 
Edward  District,  all  the  Chapters  are  in  sound  financial  conditions. 
Most  of  them  reported  an  increase  in  membership  and  all  have 
initiated  at  least  one  candidate  during  the  year. 

The  majority  reported  a  decrease  in  outstanding  dues,  but 
there  is  still  room  for  improvement  in  this  respect. 

In  those  Chapters  which  suffer  for  lack  of  candidates,  I  have 
urged  the  Officers  to  exemplify  the  work  of  each  degree  in  order 
to  increase  their  proficiency  and  stimulate  attendance. 

Considering  the  District  as  a  whole,  Royal  Arch  Masonry  is 
on  a  firm  basis  and  prospects  appear  excellent  for  growth  in  the 
future.  However,  it  will  require  enthusiasm  and  united  effort  in 
some  of  the  Chapters  to  keep  pace  with  their  sister  Chapters. 

In  conclusion,  may  I  thank  every  Companion  who  contri- 
buted toward  making  this  past  year  a  memorable  one  for  me.  I 
would  especially  thank  the  Principals  and  Scribes  E.  of  the  various 
Chapters,  the  officers  of  the  Principals'  Association,  my  District 
Secretary,  and  last  but  not  least,  Most  Ex.  Comp.  Taylor,  Grand 
Z.,  and  Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  Johnson,  Grand  Scribe  E.  May  my  suc- 
cessor enjoy  the  same  wholehearted  co-operation.  I  pledge  him 
my  support. 

ST  LAWRENCE  DISTRICT  No.   1  2 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  John  Harold  Kingstone 

I  have  the  honour  and  pleasure  to  submit  my  report  on  the 
condition  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  this  district  during  the  past 
year. 

I  would  like  first  to  thank  the  Companions  of  District  No. 
12,  for  the  honour  conferred  on  Sussex  St.  Lawrence  Chapter,  and 
myself  in  selecting  me  as  their  Grand  Superintendent,  and  Most 
Ex.  Comp.  J.  A.  M.  Taylor  for  his  confirmation  of  the  same. 

My  first  duty  was  to  appoint  Ex.  Comp.  Chas.  H.  Orr,  as 
District  Secretary,  but  before  we  really  started  our  duties,  Ex. 
Comp.  Orr,  answered  a  call  from  the  Grand  Overseer  above,  and 
died  October  9th,  1954,  which  was  a  great  loss  to  myself  and  all 
the  Companions  of  St.  Lawrence  District,  however,  Ex.   Comp. 
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Chas.  H.  Riddell,  took  over  the  duties  as  District  Secretary,  and  for 
his  untiring  efforts  and  valued  services  I  express  my  sincere  thanks. 

A  meeting  of  instruction  for  the  Principals  of  the  west  half 
of  the  District  was  held  in  Gananoque  on  May  20th,  and  was  very 
well  attended  by  all  the  Principals.  A  meeting  of  instruction  for 
the  Principals  of  the  east  half  of  the  District  was  held  in  Morris- 
burg  on  May  27th  and  was  also  well  attended.  Covenant  Chapter 
was  the  only  Chapter  not  represented.  These  meetings  were  very 
enjoyable,  and  the  instructions  received  at  Grand  Chapter,  and 
plans  for  the  future  were  thoroughly  discussed. 

On  Nov.  24thf  marked  an  outstanding  occasion  when  St. 
Lawrence  District  was  honoured  by  the  presence  of  the  Grand  First 
Principal,  Most  Ex.  Comp.  J.  A.  M.  Taylor,  Grand  Z,  attended 
by  Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  John  L.  House,  Grand  H,  with  Rt.  Ex.  Comp. 
Robert  N.  McElhinney  acting  Grand  J,  supported  by  Past  and 
Present  Officers  of  Grand  Chapter.  Sussex  St.  Lawrence  Chapter 
No.  59  were  the  hosts  for  the  evening,  and  the  Principals'  Associa- 
tion of  the  District  were  in  charge  of  the  arrangements.  We  are 
indeed  indebted  to  these  Grand  Officers  for  their  presence,  and  for 
the  pleasure  and  profit  the  occasion  afforded  us. 

On  October  1 7th,  a  District  Divine  Service  was  held  in  St. 
Paul's  Anglican  Church,  which  was  very  well  attended  and  most 
encouraging. 

I  have  visited  each  Chapter  of  the  District  at  least  once,  and 
some  on  two  or  three  occasions,  and  find  that  the  majority  of  the 
Chapters  are  in  very  good  hands,  their  officers  excellent  and  their 
prospects  for  the  future  very  bright.  However,  there  are  one  or 
two  whose  Principals  could  show  some  improvement  in  their 
ritualistic  work,  and  I  would  recommend  that  the  Manual  of 
Instructions  be  distributed  more  freely  among  the  Chapter  Officers. 

On  all  occasions  I  have  been  warmly  and  properly  received. 
On  every  visit  I  have  appealed  to  the  Companions  to  make  every 
effort  to  increase  our  membership,  and  encourage  all  Master 
Masons  to  join  our  ranks. 

I  have  enjoyed  my  term  of  office  very  much,  and  made  many 
new  friendships,  and  would  speak  for  my  successor  the  same  hearty 
co-operation  and  friendship. 

OTTAWA  DISTRICT  No.  1 3 
Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  C.  B.  McDermid 
It  is  with  much  pleasure  that  I  submit  my  report  on  the 
activities  and  condition  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  Ottawa  District 
No.  13,  and  wish  to  take  the  opportunity  to  express  my  sincere 
thanks  to  the  Companions  of  the  district  for  the  honour  conferred 
on  me,  and  through  me  on  Glengarry  Chapter  No.  143,  Maxville, 
Ont. ;  in  electing  me  Grand  Superintendent,  and  to  Most  Ex. 
Comp.  John  A.  M.  Taylor  my  appreciation  for  confirming  the 
same. 
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My  first  and  pleasant  duty  was  to  appoint  Ex.  Comp.  W.  S. 
McLean  as  District  Secretary.  He  accompanied  me  on  all  official 
visits  and  fulfilled  his  duties  in  an  efficient  and  pleasing  manner. 
My  thanks  to  him  for  his  companionship  and  invaluable  assistance. 

Two  Divine  Services  were  held  in  the  District  during  my 
term  of  office.  The  first  on  Sunday,  June  20th,  under  the  auspices 
of  St.  Francis  Chapter  No.  133,  Smiths  Falls,  and  was  held  in 
Trinity  United  Church,  with  the  Minister,  our  Grand  Chaplain, 
Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  the  Rev.  C.  E.  Armstrong,  officiating.  Your 
Grand  Superintendent  was  present  and  had  the  honour  and 
privilege  of  assisting  in  the  service  by  leading  in  the  responsive 
Psalm.  The  second  was  held  in  Pembroke  by  Laurentian  Chapter 
No.  151.  on  Sunday,  October  24th,  in  Calvin  United  Church, 
with  Rev.  Bro.  W.  G.  Prosser  as  guest  speaker.  Unfortunately  I 
was  unable  to  be  present,  but  Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  E.  T.  Wood,  of 
Laurentian  Chapter  graciously  and  acceptably  carried  out  my 
duties 

On  Wednesday,  July  28th,  I  called  the  Principals  and  Scribes 
E  of  the  various  Chapters  of  the  District  to  a  meeting  in  the 
Masonic  Temple  in  Ottawa,  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  the  Offi- 
cers of  the  Chapters,  to  discuss  problems  of  interest  to  the  District, 
and  to  pass  on,  at  an  early  date,  to  those  concerned,  instructions 
from  Grand  Chapter.  Nine  Chapters  were  represented,  and  my 
thanks  to  Carleton  Chapter  No.  1  6  for  their  kindness  in  making 
the  necessary  arrangements  for  the  use  of  the  Temple,  and  for  the 
refreshments  served  at  the  close  of  the  meeting. 

I  visited  each  Chapter  at  least  once  in  my  official  capacity. 
Distance  prevented  me  from  visiting  some  as  often  as  I  would  have 
liked.  I  covered  some  2,600  miles  within  the  District  on  official 
business.  The  fact  that  I  live  at  the  extreme  east  of  the  District 
accounts  for  the  heavy  mileage.  The  following  is  the  list  of  my 
official  visits  of  inspection. 

Sept.    16 — Laurentian,  No.  151,  Pembroke 

Oct.       1— St.  John's,  No.  148,  Vankleek  Hill 

Oct.       7 — Granite,  No.  61,  Almonte 

Oct.     15— St.  Francis,  No.   133,  Smiths  Falls 

Oct.     18 — Bonnechere,  No.   1  14,  Renfrew 

Oct.     21— Prince  of  Wales,  No.  226,  Perth 

Oct.     28— Ottawa,  No.  222,  Ottawa 

Nov.      1 — Dochert,  No.   248,   Arnprior 

Nov.       3 — Maple,  No.   116,  Carleton  Place 

Nov.    17 — Carleton,  No.  16,  Ottawa 

Nov.    26 — Glengarry,  No.   143,  Maxville 

Dec.     16 — Kitchener,  No.  210,  Russell 

On  each  of  my  twelve  official  visits,  I  was  given  a  warm  wel- 
come and  was  received  most  cordially  as  the  representative  of  the 
Most  Excellent,    the  Grand   First   Principal.      Ten   of   the   twelve 
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Chapters  conferred  one  of  the  degrees,  the  rendition  of  which  was 
of  the  highest  order,  and  the  officers  are  to  be  congratulated  for 
their  zealous  and  efficient  interpretation  of  the  Ritual.  The  books 
and  records  of  each  Chapter  were  in  fine  condition.  My  thanks 
also  to  Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  Fergus  McDiarmid  and  Rt.  Ex.  Comp. 
Harry  Humphries  who  were  in  attendance  at  many  of  my  visits 
and  were  as  usual  a  source  of  inspiration  and  strength.  Although 
during  1954  there  were  107  Initiations  the  net  gain  for  the  District 
was  only  54,  due  to  withdrawals,  suspensions  and  deaths.  The 
latter  is  unavoidable,  and  to  those  Chapters  who  lost  valued  mem- 
bers to  the  Grim  Reaper,  my  deepest  sympathy.  However,  I  do 
believe  the  District  has  made  considerable  progress  during  the  year 
and  the  fine  type  of  candidates  being  admitted,  augurs  well  for  the 
continued  success  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  this  part  of  the  Grand 
Jurisdiction. 

I  am  also  very  happy  to  report  that  Kitchener  Chapter,  No. 
210,  Russell,  Ont.,  has  again  become  active  in  the  ranks  of  Royal 
Arch  Masonry  after  several  years  of  inactivity.  After  preliminary 
discussion  with  Past  Principals  of  the  Chapter,  it  was  decided  that 
I  should  call  a  special  Convocation  for  November  22nd  for  the 
purpose  of  reorganization,  and  apply  to  the  Grand  First  Principal 
for  dispensation  to  elect  and  install  officers  for  the  balance  of  the 
year.  I  communicated  with  Grand  Chapter  and  in  a  few  days  had 
a  reply  from  Most  Excellent  Companion  Taylor  that  he  would 
like  to  be  present  and  assist  in  the  reorganization.  This  offer  was 
eagerly  accepted,  and  on  Nov.  22nd  with  District  Officers  in  the 
chairs,  Most  Ex.  Comp.  Taylor  accompanied  by  Rt.  Ex.  Comp. 
John  House,  Grand  H,  and  Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  R.  N.  McElhinney, 
graced  this  Convocation  with  their  presence  and  assisted  in  the  re- 
establishment  of  Kitchener  Chapter  as  an  important  part  of  the 
Ottawa  District  My  personal  thanks  to  them  for  their  interest 
and  assistance,  and  also  to  those  loyal  Past  Principals  of  Kitchener 
Chapter  who  worked  hard  to  make  the  reorganization  possible. 
And  to  all  others  of  the  District  who  assisted  in  any  manner,  my 
heartfelt  thanks. 

As  this  report  is  being  prepared,  another  event  of  interest  is 
being  planned  in  the  District.  On  March  25th  my  Mother  Chapter, 
Glengarry  Chapter  No.  143,  is  celebrating  its  50th  Anniversary. 
Most  Ex.  Comp.  Taylor  has  accepted  an  invitation  to  be  present 
and  assist  in  this  milestone  in  the  Chapter's  history,  as  well  as 
present  a  50  year  Jewel  to  Companion  Dan  P.  McDiarmid,  the 
Chapter's  only  surviving  Charter  Member. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  like  to  say  what  a  pleasure  it  has  been 
for  me  to  serve  this  great  Ottawa  District  as  Grand  Superintendent. 
I  trust  that  I  have  been  of  some  service  to  all.  It  has  been  a  happy 
experience  for  me,  and  I  wish  for  my  successor  the  same  loyal 
co-operation  that  has  been  accorded  me. 
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ALGOMA  DISTRICT  No.  14 

Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  Robert  Royal  Douglas,  Grand  Supt. 

In  presenting  this  my  report  on  the  condition  of  Royal  Arch 
Masonry  in  Algoma  District  No.  14,  I  would  like  to  express  to 
the  Principals  and  Past  Principals  of  this  vast  District,  my  appre- 
ciation for  the  confidence  placed  in  me  and  the  honour  bestowed 
upon  me  in  electing  me  their  Grand  Superintendent.  I  would  also 
like  to  thank  M.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  A.  M.  Taylor  for  confirming  my 
election. 

I  would  be  remiss  if  I  did  not  also  express  my  appreciation  to 
Very  Ex.  Comp.  Arthur  R.  Arnold,  of  Golden  Star  Chapter  No. 
254.  Dryden,  who  readily  assumed  the  responsibility  of  Secretary 
and  who  accompanied  me  on  some  visits  along  with  Rt.  Ex.  Comp. 
Alan  C.  R.  Durance.  Both  these  Excellent  Companion  are  original 
charter  members  and  have  done  much  to  further  Capitular 
Masonry. 

Visitations  were  made  on  following  dates: 

May  17 — Golden  Star  Chapter,  No.  254,  Dryden 
Nov.  18 — Alberton  Chapter,  No.  152,  Fort  Francis 
Nov.    18 — Atwood  Chapter,  No.   149,  Rainy  River 

(Alberton  and  Atwood  being  Joint  Convocations) 
Nov.   24 — Golden  Chapter,  No.  90,  Kenora 
Mar.     16 — Shuniah  Chapter,  No.  82,  Port  Arthur 

The  distances  are  great  in  Algoma  District  between  chapters 
for  visitations.  I  assure  Grand  Chapter  with  the  new  develop- 
ments taking  place  in  Northwestern  Ontario,  Capitular  Masonry 
is  bound  to  prosper  with  eager  Companions  who  will  assume  their 
offices  with  zeal  and  mark  well  for  Masonry  in  general. 

NEW  ONTARIO  DISTRICT  No.   15 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  James  Talmack  Mitchell 

I  have  the  pleasure  of  submitting  for  your  consideration,  my 
report  on  the  conditions  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  New  Ontario 
District  No.  15  for  the  year  1954-55. 

May  I  be  permitted  in  the  first  instance,  to  express  my  sincere 
appreciation  for  the  honor  conferred  upon  me  by  representatives  of 
the  constituent  Chapters  of  the  District,  in  electing  me  to  the  high 
and  important  office  of  Grand  Superintendent  for  the  year  that 
has  just  closed,  and  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Most  Excellent, 
the  Grand  Z  for  his  confirmation  of  the  choice  of  the  delegates.  I 
sincerely  hope  that  my  efforts  have  met  with  your  approbation. 

My  first  official  act  was  to  appoint  Ex.  Comp.  W.  L.  Brown 
of  St.  John's  Chapter  No  103,  North  Bay,  as  District  Secretary. 
This  choice  was  indeed  a  fortunate  one.  for  he  has  performed  his 
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various  duties  in  a  most  efficient  and  commendable  manner,  and 
has  rendered  me  invaluable  assistance  during  my  term  of  office, 
being  with  me  on  almost  every  occasion  of  official  nature. 

Visitations 
On  October  1 1th,  Tuscan  Chapter  celebrated  their  60th  anni- 
versary, and  were  honoured  by  a  visit  from  the  Most  Excellent,  the 
Grand  Z  and  Grand  Scribe  E.  The  earnest  and  timely  address  of 
the  Grand  Z.  was  an  inspiration  to  all.  With  my  District  Secre- 
tary, we  journeyed  to  Sudbury  to  join  in  honouring  our  Grand 
visitors  and  to  wish  the  Companions  of  Tuscan  Chapter  the  very 
best  for  the  future  on  this  memorable  occasion. 

On  June  5th,  I  attended  a  meeting  of  Algonquin  Chapter 
No.  103,  at  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  accompanied  by  Rt.  Ex.  Comp. 
George  Shute,  of  Tuscan  Chapter.  In  the  afternoon,  three  candi- 
dates from  the  Soo  and  six  from  Espanola  received  the  M.M.M. 
and  M.E.M.  degrees,  both  degrees  being  under  the  direction  of  Ex. 
Comp.  E.  C.  Price,  the  First  Principal. 

The  Companions  then  adjourned  to  the  banquet  hall  where 
a  delicious  dinner  was  served.  After  partaking,  a  toast  was  pro- 
posed to  Grand  Chapter  to  which  it  was  my  pleasure  to  respond. 
A  toast  proposed  to  Grand  Lodge  was  responded  to  by  "one  of  the 
candidates",  Rt.  Wor.  Bro.  W.  L.  Wright,  Lord  Bishop  of 
Algoma,  Deputy  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada.  A 
timely  address  was  delivered  by  this  able  speaker  and  was  received 
with  general  applause.  A  toast  to  the  visitors  was  responded  to 
by  Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  Shute,  of  Tuscan  Chapter,  Rt.  Ex.  Comp. 
James  Rounds  of  Michigan  Chapter,  and  Ex.  Comps.  J.  Boucher 
and  S.  D.  Spence  of  Espanola  Chapter. 

It  was  a  great  pleasure  for  me  to  present,  on  behalf  of  the 
Grand  Z.,  a  50-year  membership  jewel  to  my  old  friend,  Comp. 
J.  A.  McPhail,  of  Algonquin  Chapter.  It  was  very  pleasing  to 
note  four  members  present  who  had  already  received  their  50-year 
jewels,  particularly  Comp.  Foster  who  had  just  completed  his 
59th  year  as  a  Royal  Arch  Mason.  The  Companions  were  then 
called  from  refreshment  to  labour,  and  a  class  of  eleven  candidates 
was  exalted  to  the  supreme  degree  of  the  Holy  Royal  Arch.  With 
the  assistance  of  Past  Principals,  this  degree  was  very  well  confer- 
red. The  large  attendance  at  this  Convocation  was  most  gratifying. 

Algonquin  Chapter  No.  102,  Sault  Ste.  Marie 
On  October  22nd,  accompanied  by  my  District  Secretary,  I 
visited  Algonquin  Chapter  No.  102  and  was  accorded  a  hearty 
reception  by  the  First  Principal,  Ex.  Comp.  E.  C.  Price,  Officers 
and  Companions,  in  the  presence  of  a  large  number  of  Past  Grand 
Superintendents,  Principals,  Companions  and  guests  of  various 
Chapters.     For  my  inspection,   the  H.R.A.   degree  was  conferred 
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in  an  efficient  and  dignified  manner  by  the  Officers,  assisted  by 
the  Past  Principals.  My  congratulations  on  the  good  work  of  the 
evening  was  quite  deserving. 

Adjourning  to  the  banquet  hall,  a  delicious  luncheon  was 
served  and  a  very  pleasant  hour  was  spent  to  the  delight  of  every 
Companion.  My  address  was  mainly  on  the  history  of  Capitular 
Masonry  and  its  importance  to  Master  Masons,  which  I  am  sure, 
was  well  received.  I  might  also  add  that  this  Chapter  has  a  proud 
record  and  will  continue  to  flourish  under  the  guidance  of  such 
Companions  as  Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  Davidson,  V.  Ex.  Comp.  Jannison, 
and  others  who  have  Capitular  Masonry  at  heart. 

Tuscan  Chapter  No.  9  5,  Sudbury 

On  November  9th,  I  visited  Tuscan  Chapter,  No.  95,  Sud- 
bury, accompanied  by  my  District  Secretary  and  Companions  of 
St.  John's  Chapter  and  was  officially  received  by  Ex.  Comp.  J. 
MacKay,  the  First  Principal,  Officers,  and  Companions  in  a  man- 
ner befitting  the  Royal  Craft.  The  H.R.A.  degree  was  conferred 
in  a  manner  that  will  do  credit  to  any  Chapter.  I  might  say  that 
this  Chapter  is  most  fortunate  in  having  a  number  of  Past  Princi- 
pals well  prepared  to  assist  at  any  time.  Their  proper  guidance 
and  assistance  in  all  departments  keeps  this  Chapter  very  strong. 
May  they  long  continue  to  dispense  Light  and  Knowledge  to  all 
worthy  brethren.  After  offering  my  congratulations  on  the  good 
work  of  the  First  Principal,  his  Officers  and  Past  Principals,  and 
to  the  candidates  for  their  keen  attention  to  the  work,  I  stressed 
the  importance  of  regular  attendance  at  all  Convocations. 

A  delicious  luncheon  was  served  in  the  banquet  hall  and 
various  toasts  were  proposed  and  responded  to  by  the  various 
Companions  representing  their  Chapters.  My  address  covered  the 
history  of  the  three  degrees,  their  connection  with  Craft  lodges, 
and  the  duties  of  each  Royal  Arch  Mason  to  a  Master  Mason. 

Espanola  Chapter  No.  257,  Espanola 

On  November  11th,  accompanied  by  Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  T.  E. 
Cribb,  St.  John's  Chapter,  Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  George  Shute,  and  the 
District  Secretary,  I  visited  Espanola  Chapter  No.  257,  was  intro- 
duced by  Ex.  Comp.  J.  F.  Freure,  and  was  cordially  received  and 
welcomed  by  Ex.  Comp.  J.  F.  Boucher,  the  First  Principal.  The 
H.R.A.  degree  was  conferred  on  four  candidates  in  a  most  efficient 
manner  by  the  First  Principal  and  his  Officers.  It  was  most  grati- 
fying to  witness  the  work  of  the  young  Officers  of  this  "Baby 
Chapter  ",  who.  with  the  assistance  of  only  one  Past  Principal,  Ex. 
Comp.  Spence,  imparted  all  the  lectures.  Their  performance  was 
a  credit  to  any  Chapter.  Most  deserving  congratulations  were 
quite  in  order  on  the  manner  this  Chapter  is  progressing.  After 
closing   the   Chapter,    luncheon    was   served   in    the   banquet   hall, 
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where  I  was  privileged  to  address  the  Companions  and  visitors  of 
various  Chapters,  Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  P.  Coates  and  other  Past  Prin- 
cipals of  Tuscan  Chapter,  in  particular. 

St.  John's  Chapter  No.    103,  North  Bay 

I  made  my  official  visit  to  my  Mother  Chapter  on  December 
2nd,  and  in  the  company  of  several  Past  Grand  Superintendents,  I 
was  introduced  by  Ex.  Comp.  H.  Haley.  I  was  received  in  a  most 
cordial  manner  by  Ex.  Comp.  J.  W.  K.  Carmichael,  the  First 
Principal  of  St.  John's  Chapter.  The  M.M.M.  degree  under  the 
direction  of  the  Ex.  Third  Principal,  Ex.  Comp.  I.  B.  Bowness 
and  his  Officers,  assisted  by  Past  Grand  Superintendents  and  Past 
Principals,  was  conferred  on  two  candidates  for  my  inspection. 
After  congratulating  the  young  Officers  on  their  splendid  per- 
formance in  this  degree,  I  took  time  to  impart  the  early  history  of 
the  M.M.M.  degree  to  the  candidates. 

After  the  Chapter  was  closed,  the  Companions  adjourned  to 
the  outer  room  for  an  enjoyable  social  hour  where  a  dainty 
luncheon  was  served,  and  where  I  had  the  opportunity  of  address- 
ing the  Companions  on  the  imoprtance  of  faithful  attendance  at 
Chapter  Convocations  as  well  as  the  bringing  of  Brother  Master 
Masons  to  the  fold  for  their  further  enlightenment. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  express  my  congratulations  to  the 
Scribe  E's  of  the  various  Chapters  in  the  District.  Without  excep- 
tion, I  found  these  worthy  Companions  to  be  outstanding  in  their 
offices,  their  books  and  records  well  kept. 

I  must  also  mention  the  kindness  and  hospitality  shown  me 
and  all  visiting  Companions  by  all  the  Chapters  I  have  visited,  the 
pleasant  recollections  which  I  shall  treasure,  and  my  sincere  appre- 
ciation to  all  the  Companions  who  accompanied  me  on  my  visits. 
I  particularly  express  my  appreciation  to  my  District  Secretary  for 
a  job  well  done. 

All  in  all,  the  Chapters  of  this  District,  without  exception, 
are  forging  ahead.  With  the  number  of  young  Officers  being 
installed  in  office,  assisted  by  those  faithful  Past  Principals,  I  have 
no  fear  for  the  future  of  Capitular  Masonrv's  progress. 

TEMISKAMING  DISTRICT  No.   16 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Kenneth  D.   MacKay 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  consideration  my  report 
on  the  condition  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  Temiskaming  District, 
No.  16,  for  the  year  1954. 

My  first  duty  is  to  express  my  sincere  appreciation  and  thanks 
for  the  honour  conferred  upon  me  in  my  election  as  Grand  Super- 
intendent of  this  District.  During  my  term  I  have  not  been  un- 
mindful of  the  dignity  and  honour  of  my  position;  have  been 
conscious  at  all  times  of  my  own  shortcomings  and  limitations, 
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and  I  have  ever  had  as  a  source  of  inspiration  the  achievements  of 
my  predecessors  before  me.  and  to  them  1  gratefully  express  my 
thanks. 

My  first  duty  was  to  appoint  Ex.  Companion  Charles  South- 
all.  Cobalt  Chapter.  No.  203.  as  my  District  Secretary.  His  able 
assistance  was  of  great  benefit  to  me  and  he  has  my  sincere  thanks 
for  the  help  given  throughout  the  year. 

Official  Visits  of  Inspection  were  as  follows: 

Oct.     19— Cobalt  Chapter.  No.   203— No  Work 

Oct.  20 — Northern  Lights  Chapter.  No.  213,  Timmins — 
M.E.M. 

Oct.  22 — Abitibi  Chapter,  No.  223,  Iroquois  Falls — 
M.M.M. 

Oct.  27— Kirkland  Chapter,  No.  251.  Kirkland  Lake— 
M.M.M. 

Nov.  1  1 — Temiskaming  Chapter,  No.  169,  New  Liskeard — 
R.A.M. 

The  highlight  of  my  year  was  the  honour  that  my  District 
had,  by  the  visit  to  us  by  our  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z,  John 
Alexander  Macdonald  Taylor,  and  as  his  guest  R.  Ex.  Companion 
Melville  S.  Gooderham,  Grand  J. 

On  October  19th  I  made  my  official  visit  to  this,  my  own 
Chapter.  I  was  introduced  by  Rt.  Ex.  Companion  F.  H.  Todd. 
It  was  unfortunate  that  there  was  no  degree  work,  due  to  the  fact 
that  some  of  the  officers  are  not  coming  to  the  meetings  and 
looking  after  their  duties.  No  doubt  this  trouble  is  being  corrected. 
In  every  other  respect  the  Chapter  is  in  good  shape.  The  books 
are  very  well  kept.  An  hour  was  spent  in  talk  and  suggestions  on 
the  work. 

Northern  Lights,  Chapter  No.  213,  Timmins — The  com- 
panionship and  cordiality  extended  to  me  on  my  official  visit  to 
this  Chapter,  on  October  20th.  The  officers  conferred  the  Most 
Excellent  Master  Degree  in  a  most  pleasing  manner.  The  records 
of  the  Chapter  are  all  in  excellent  shape,  due  largely  to  the  efficient 
services  of  Comp.  L.  J.  Johnstone  the  Scribe  E.  This  is  one^  of 
the  Chapters  in  the  District  that  exchange  visits  with  their  neigh- 
bouring Chapters  and  the  fraternal  spirit  displayed  by  this  Chap- 
ter is  quite  evident,  and  is  a  result  of  their  fraternal  visits.  Royal 
Arch  Masonry  in  Timmins  is  in  a  splendid  condition,  and  I  con- 
gratulate Northern  Lights. 

Abitibi  Chapter,  No.  223,  Iroquois  Falls — Following  the 
established  custom  of  my  predecessors,  I  made  my  official  visit  to 
this  Chapter  on  the  22nd  of  October.  As  this  was  my  first  visit 
to  this  Chapter,  as  well  as  my  first  official  visit  of  my  term,  the 
warmth  of  my  reception  was  most  cordial.  The  Mark  Master 
Mason  Degree  was  conferred  in  a  faultless  manner  in  which  the 
Officers  of  Abitibi  Chapter  always  distinguish  themselves.     The 


68  GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  CANADA 

work  was  in  charge  of  V.  Ex.  Companion  Howard  T.  Beaton  in 
the  absence  of  Ex.  Comp.  J.  G.  Watson,  First  Principal,  who  was 
unavoidably  detained  through  sickness.  A  social  hour  was  spent 
in  the  banquet  room  after  the  Chapter  closed. 

Kirkland  Chapter,  No.  251,  Kirkland  Lake,  Ont.—  On  Fri- 
day, October  27th,  I  officially  visited  this  Chapter  and  was  intro- 
duced by  R.  Ex.  Companion  R.  A.  Bilbrough,  and  heartily  wel- 
comed by  Ex.  Comp.  G.  E.  Tipper,  the  First  Principal.  The 
warmth  of  the  reception  tendered  me  was  most  gratifying.  The 
degree  of  the  Mark  Master  Mason  was  conferred  in  a  becoming 
manner  for  a  Chapter  of  this  size  and  distinction.  A  very  notice- 
able and  pleasing  feature  of  the  visit  was  the  number  of  Past 
Principals  in  attendance.  The  books  of  the  Scribe  E  were  in 
excellent  order.  This  Chapter  is  prosperous  and  the  Officers  en- 
thusiastic. 

On  Nov.  1  1th,  I  officially  visited  Temiskaming  Chapter,  and 
after  being  officially  received,  was  surprised  and  greatly  pleased 
by  the  work  of  Ex.  Comp.  H.  E.  Coull  and  the  Officers  of  the 
Chapter.  In  conferring  the  Holy  Royal  Arch  Degree  great  skill 
was  shown  by  all  who  took  part.  Great  interest  was  apparent  by 
all  Companions.  This  Chapter  is  making  rapid  strides  for  the 
good  of  Capitular  Masonry.  The  work  of  Temiskaming  Chap- 
ter was  one  of  the  best  on  my  visits  throughout  the  District.  A 
social  hour  was  spent  after  the  Chapter  closed. 
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R.  Ex.  Comp.  R.  Charles  Brushett St.  Clair  District  No.  1 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Fred  Howard  Davis London  District  No.  2 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Clifford  Naylor Wilson  District  No.  3 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  William  Morris  Leonard Wellington  District  No.  4 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  James  Craig  Leith Hamilton  District  No.  5 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  John  F.  Adamson Huron  District  No.  6 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Joseph  Herbert  Hughes Niagara  District  No.  7 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Reginald  John  Lewis Toronto  East  District  No.  8 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Ernest  Edward  Dobson  Toronto  West  District  No.  8A 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  John  Baxendale Georgian  District  No.  9 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Philip  Sydney  Conibear Ontario  District  No.  10 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Orval  Edgar  Kelly  Prince  Edward  District  No.  11 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  John  Harold  Kingstone St.  Lawrence  District  No.  12 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Colin  Brown  McDermid Ottawa  District  No.  13 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Robert  Royal  Douglas Algoma  District  No.  14 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  James  Talmack  Mitchell New  Ontario  District  No.  15 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Kenneth  D.  MacKay Temiskaming  District  No.  16 

EXCERPTS  FROM  THE  GRAND  MASTER'S  REMARKS 

M.  Worshipful  Brother  and  Companion  Joseph  A.  Hearn  of 
Toronto,  Ontario,  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  A.F.  &  A.M. 
of  Canada,  in  the  Province  of  Ontario,  expressed  his  appreciation 
for  the  kind  and  gracious  welcome  extended  to  him  by  M.  Ex. 
Comp.  John  A.  M.  Taylor,  and  the  pleasing  presentation  and 
introduction  by  M.  Ex.  Comp.  John  M.  Burden. 
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He  congratulated  His  Worship  the  Mayor  of  the  City  of 
Toronto  on  his  election.  He  also  told  him  he  felt  that  part  of  his 
success  might  be  attributed  to  his  early  training  in  Masonry  for 
some  of  his  popularity  as  Mayor. 

Our  G.  M.  spoke  of  some  activities  of  R.  A.  Masonry  as  he 
saw  it  today.  He  congratulated  the  Grand  Z  on  his  success  as  our 
leader  during  the  past  two  years,  and  urged  our  new  Officers  and 
Companions  to  keep  up  the  progress  we  have  enjoyed. 

Grand  Chapter  was  Called  Off  from  Labour  at   12.30  p.m. 

Grand  Chapter  Called  On  at  2.15  p.m. 

Scrutineers  Obligated. 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  A.  M.  Taylor,  Grand  Z.,  obligated  the 
Scrutineers  as  to  faithfully  performing  the  duties  of  their  office. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  RE  COMPREHENSIVE  PUBLIC 

LIABILITY  AND  PROPERTY  DAMAGE  INSURANCE 
To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z,  Officers  and  Members  of  the 

Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada 
M.  Ex.  Grand  Z  and  Companions: 

In  these  modern  times,  there  is  an  increasing  tendency  for 
persons  to  seek  indemnity  when  they  sustain  bodily  injuries  or 
damage  to  their  property.  For  some  time,  the  officers  of  The 
Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada  (hereinafter 
referred  to  as  Grand  Chapter)  have  been  concerned  about  this 
mounting  "claims  consciousness"  as  a  potential  source  of  financial 
loss  to 

(a)  Grand  Chapter: 

(b)  Constituent  Chapters: 

(c)  Individual  members  of  these  unincorporated  bodies,  by 
reason  of  their  being  members  thereof. 

It  is  not  possible  to  visualize  all  of  the  occurrences  out  of 
which  claims  for  damages  might  develop.  Some  of  the  most  likely 
sources  of  potential  liability  are  given  below,  but  this  is  no  more 
than  a  partial  list  of  hazards  because  claims  frequently  arise  from 
highly  improbable  and  unforeseeable  circumstances. 

FIRE — This  could  involve  serious  legal  liability  for  injuries  or 
death,  as  well  as  for  damage  to  property  of  others.  Wherever 
a  group  of  people  is  present,  even  a  small  fire,  if  it  causes  panic, 
can  have  serious  consequences.  In  addition,  if  a  Chapter  were 
held  legally  liable  for  the  start,  or  the  careless  handling  of  a 
fire,  the  claim  for  damage  to  property  of  others  could  be 
staggering. 

FOOD  POISONING — This  is  always  a  possibility  when  food  is 
provided  at  a  Chapter  function.  Grand  Chapter,  Constituent 
Chapters  and  individual  members  would  have  a  direct  legal 
liability  if  they  did  their  own  catering  and  a  contingent  legal 
liability  if  outside  caterers  were  used. 
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FALLS — Caused  by  collapse  of  floors,  platforms  or  seating  equip- 
ment, broken  stairs,  torn  carpeting,  refuse  on  floors,  danger- 
ous obstructions,  etc.,  caused  by  the  negligence  of  one  or  more 
of  our  members. 

DAMAGE  TO  PROPERTY  of  others,  in  addition  to  Fire,  such 
as  water  overflowing  from  sinks,  toilets  and  basins,  caused 
by  the  negligence  of  one  or  more  of  our  members. 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  above  illustrations  are  not  re- 
stricted to  incidents  occurring  in  the  quarters  regularly  used 
for  Chapter  meetings.  They  might  also  occur  at  any  Grand 
Chapter  convocation,  social  event,  church  service,  dedication, 
funeral  or  any  other  Chapter  function. 

AUTOMOBILES — Since  they  do  not  own  automobiles,  Grand 
Chapter  and  Constituent  Chapters  could  not  have  any  direct 
liability  arising  out  of  the  use  of  automobiles.  However, 
hired  vehicles  and  the  cars  of  members  or  friends  are  used  at 
times  for  Chapter  purposes.  If,  at  such  a  time,  one  of  these 
vehicles  were  to  become  involved  in  an  accident,  there  is  the 
distinct  possibility  that  Grand  Chapter  and/or  a  Constituent 
Chapter  and/or  individual  members,  would  be  joined  with  the 
owner  or  operator  of  the  vehicle  in  any  subsequent  legal  action. 

We  must  recognize  the  possibility  that  some  incident  will  see 
Grand  Chapter,  Constituent  Chapters  and  their  individual  mem- 
bers joined  as  defendants  in  a  legal  action.  When  we  realize,  if 
judgment  were  obtained  against  them  jointly  or  severally,  that  not 
only  the  assets  of  Grand  Chapter  and  Constituent  Chapters,  but 
the  personal  assets  of  members  would  be  in  jeopardy,  the  concern 
of  Grand  Chapter  is  readily  understood. 

Following  the  Annual  Convocation  held  in  Toronto  last 
April,  the  Grand  First  Principal  appointed  a  special  committee  to 
consider  ways  and  means  to  protect  the  assets  of  Grand  Chapter, 
Constituent  Chapters  and  individual  members  against  the  threat 
of  financial  loss  inherent  in  these  and  other  situations. 

The  committee  has  completed  an  exhaustive  review  of  the 
matter,  including  a  study  of  the  plans  adopted  by  sister  organiza- 
tions, and  has  recommended  the  adoption  of  a  plan  of  insurance 
to  cover  Grand  Chapter,  Constituent  Chapters  and  individual 
members  of  these  bodies  as  follows: 

COVERAGE  A— 

(General  Liability) 

$1,000,000 — Legal  Liability  for  bodily  injuries  or  death, 
and  for  damage  to  property  of  others 
(EXCLUDING  AUTOMOBILE  LIABIL- 
ITY) 
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COVERAGE  B— 

(Contingent  or  Non-Owned  Auto  Liability  | 
$     500.000 — Legal  Liability  for  bodily  injuries  or  death,  and 
for  damage  to  property  of  others,   arising  out 
of  the  use  of  automobiles  not  owned  by  Grand 
Chapter  or  Constituent  Chapters. 
In   addition    to   the   above   limits   of   coverage,    the    insurance 
would  pay  the  expenses  of  defending  any  actions  for  damages 
coming  within  the  scope  of  the  coverages. 
The  committee,  as  a  result  of  its  own  careful  study  and  of  the 
advice   obtained    from    competent    underwriters,    believes    that    the 
proposed  plan  is  a  most  satisfactory  one  both  as  to  extent  of  cover 
and  reasonableness  of  cost.     To  describe  the  plan  in  detail  would 
require  too  much  time  and  space,  but  some  general  observations  are 
submitted  for  the  guidance  of  the  members. 

i  1  )  LEGAL  LIABILITY  ONLY— The  insurance  is  to  cover 
against  legal  liability  only.  It  is  important  not  to  confuse  it 
with  so-called  "Accident"  insurance.  The  protection  is  to 
apply  only  where  legal  liability  exists,  or.  in  the  case  of  de- 
fense costs,  where  legal  liability  is  alleged  to  exist  bv  a 
claimant. 

It  should  be  noted  also  that  liability  for  property  is  to  cover 
only  for  DAMAGE  to  or  DESTRUCTION  of  property. 
Coverages  A  and  B  do  not  cover  against  liability  for  theft  or 
other  disappearance  of  property. 

I  2  )  INSURANCE  COMPANY— All  insurance  for  both  Grand 
Chapter  and  Constituent  Chapters  is  to  be  arranged  with  the 
same  insurance  company.  This  is  deemed  advisable  because 
when  one  insurer  has  all  the  insurance  there  can  be  no  dif- 
ference of  opinion  as  to  where  liability  rests. 

(3.)  LIABILITY  ASSUMED  UNDER  CONTRACT— No  in- 
surers give  unlimited  coverage  for  assumed  liability,  but  this 
insurance  will  cover  legal  liability  assumed  under — 

Signed  rental  or  lease  agreements    (including  such  as  are 
signed  for  the  use  of  buildings  for  all  Grand  Chapter 
and  Constituent  Chapter  meetings,   regular,   annual 
or  special )  : 
Written  easement  agreements: 
Agreements  required  by  Municipal  ordinance: 
Written    agreements   covering    the   use   of   elevators    and 

escalators: 
Any  other  written  agreement  OF  WHICH  A  COPY 
HAS  BEEN  PRESENTED  TO  AND  ACCEPT- 
ED. BY.  THE.  INSURER.  PRIOR.  TO.  THE 
DATE  OF  THE  OCCURRENCE  OR  ACCI- 
DENT COVERED  BY  THE  TERMS  OF  THE 
INSURANCE. 
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(4)  EMPLOYER'S  LIABILITY— The  proposed  plan  will  not 
include  liability  for  injuries  sustained  by  employees  while 
engaged  in  their  duties.  Grand  Chapter  is  considering  effect- 
ing separate  insurance  to  cover  its  Employers'  Legal  Liability 
towards  Grand  Chapter  employees  only.  If  Constituent 
Chapters  have  any  employees  and  if  they  wish  to  cover  the 
Employer's  Liability  hazard,  separate  insurance  will  be  neces- 
sary. 

(5)  OWNERSHIP  OF  REAL  PROPERTY— The  proposed 
plan  will  not  include  Legal  Liability  arising  from  the  owner- 
ship of  Temples  or  other  real  property.  This  will  not  affect 
Grand  Chapter  or  Constituent  Chapters  at  the  moment,  but, 
if  any  of  them  should  acquire  real  property  in  the  future, 
separate  insurance  will  be  necessary  to  cover  the  ownership 
hazard. 

(6)  NON-OWNED  AUTOMOBILES— Coverage  B  is  to  cover 
the  contingent  liability  of  Grand  Chapter,  Constituent  Chap- 
ters and  individual  members  arising  from  the  operation  of 
automobiles  not  owned  by  the  Chapters.  This  would  include 
taxi-cabs,  commercial  vehicles,  buses,  rented  automobiles  and 
private  cars. 

IMPORTANT:  This  coverage  will  NOT  insure  against  the 
personal  legal  liability  of  the  owner  or  operator  of  the  vehicle 
involved. 

(7)  INSURANCE  ON  CHAPTER  PROPERTY— In  addition 
to  the  legal  liability  insurance  described  heretofore,  the  com- 
mittee recommends  that  regalia,  paraphernalia  and  other 
property  belonging  to  Grand  Chapter  and  Constituent  Chap- 
ters be  insured  against  direct  loss  or  damage. 

There  would  be  a  limit  of  $500.00  per  Chapter  and  the  insur- 
ance would  be  against  loss  or  damage  from  the  following 
perils: 

Fire; 

Supplemental    Contract    Perils     (i.e.    Windstorm,    Hail, 
Lightning,  Explosion,  Riot,  Impact  by  Aircraft  or 
Vehicles,  Smoke  and  Sprinkler  leakage)  ; 
Transportation    (i.e.  Collision  or  Upset  of  transporting 

Vehicle)  : 
Theft   (subject  to  $25.00  Deductible  Clause). 

This  insurance  would  cover  while  at  the  regular  Chapter 
quarters,  at  other  locations  while  temporarily  removed  and  in 
transit. 

During  the  Annual  Convocation  next  April,  Grand  Chapter 
will  consider  the  committee's  report  and  recommendations.  In 
accordance  with  notice  already  given,  a  motion  will  be  presented  to 
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increase  the  annual  per  capita  fee  for  active  members  by  10c.  This 
increase  is  necessary  to  provide  the  additional  revenue  out  of  which 
Grand  Chapter  will  pay  the  cost  of  the  plan. 

We  ask  your  very  careful  consideration  of  this  much  needed 
protection.  We  sincerely  believe  that  to  postpone  action  on  it  any 
longer  is  to  invite  the  danger  of  serious  loss  to  all  concerned. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

JOHN  M.  BURDEN. 

Chairman  of  Committee 
Moved  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  L.  House,  seconded  by  M.  Ex. 
Comp.  J.  M.  Burden,  that — 

Resolved — That  this  report  be  adopted. 

RE  NOTICE  OF  MOTION 

March  23,  1955. 
To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  First  Principal,  Officers  and 
Companions  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  of  Canada. 
Most  Excellent  Sir  and  Companion: 

Your  Committee  on  Laws  and  Jurisprudence  submits  its 
report  as  follows: 

1.      M.   Ex.   Comp.   R.   V.   Conover,   P.G.Z.,   has  presented   the 
following  Notices  of  Motion: 

(a)  To  amend  Section  225  by  adding  after  the  words 
"Master  Mason"  on  the  second  line — "raised  in  a  lodge 
owing  allegiance  to  a  Grand  Lodge  recognized  by  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of 
Canada  in  the  Province  of  Ontario". 

Your  Committee  is  of  the  opinion   that  the   intent  of 
this  Notice  would  be  clarified  by  using  the  words  "and 
a  member  of"  instead  of  the  words  "raised  in". 
There  is  no  legal  objection  to  this  Motion  being  sub- 
mitted to  Grand  Chapter. 

(b)  To  amend  Section  226  by  adding — "and  qualification 
for  membership.  The  committee  report  shall  be  in  writ- 
ing and  signed  by  all  members  of  such  investigating 
committee." 

There  is  no  legal   objection   to  this  Motion   being  pre- 
sented to  Grand  Chapter. 

(c)  To  amend  Section  227  by  adding — "If  the  applicant 
hails  from  a  jurisdiction  outside  the  British  Common- 
wealth of  Nations  and  the  United  States  of  America,  the 
application,  committee  report  and  any  other  relevant 
information  shall  be  forwarded  to  the  Grand  Scribe  E. 
for  the  approval   of  the  Grand  First  Principal  prior  to 
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being  placed  on  the  regular  Chapter  summons  for  ballot." 
There  is  no  legal  objection  to  this  Motion  being  pre- 
sented to  Grand  Chapter. 

2.       R.  Ex.  Comp.  Fred  J.  Johnson,  Grand  Scribe  E.,  has  sub- 
mitted the  following  Notices  of  Motion : 

(a)  To  amend  Section  141  by  striking  out  the  second  sen- 
tence thereof  and  substituting  therefor  the  following: — 
"The  financial  returns  of  all  Chapters  shall  be  forwarded 
to  the  Grand  Scribe  E.  on  or  before  July  31st  and 
January  31st  respectively,  and  the  Annual  returns  shall 
be  forwarded  to  the  Grand  Scribe  E.  on  or  before 
January  31st". 

There  is  no  legal  objection  to  this  Motion  being  sub- 
mitted to  Grand  Chapter. 

(b)  To  amend  Section  192  by  striking  out  the  first  three 
lines  and  a  portion  of  the  fourth  line  to  and  including 
the  word  "year"  and  substituting  therefor  the  follow- 
ing:— "Each  Chapter  shall  make  financial  returns  semi- 
annually to  the  Grand  Scribe  E.  within  30  days  after 
the  30th  day  of  June  and  the  31st  day  of  December  in 
each  year,"  and  etc.,  etc. 

Your  committee  is  of  the  opinion  that  this  Notice  of 
Motion  should  be  amended  to  read  as  follows: — "Each 
Chapter  shall  make  its  financial  returns  and  payments 
semi-annually  to  the  Grand  Scribe  E.  within  30  days 
after  the  30th  day  of  June  and  the  31st  day  of  Decem- 
ber in  each  year  and — " 

There  is  no  legal  objection  to  this  Motion  being  sub- 
mitted for  consideration  by  Grand  Chapter. 

(c)  To  amend  Subsection  1  of  Section  211  by  deleting  the 
word  "Semi". 

There  is  no  legal  objection  to  this  Motion  being  pre- 
sented to  Grand  Chapter. 

(d)  To  amend  Section  242  by  deleting  the  word  "semi"  in 
the  second  last  line. 

There  is  no  legal  objection  to  this  Motion  being  pre- 
sented to  Grand  Chapter. 

(e)  Repeal  paragraph  2  on  page  90,  (Guides  to  Scribes  E.) 
and  substitute: — "The  financial  return  of  the  Chapter 
ends  December  31st,  the  financial  returns  of  all  Chapters 
must  be  forwarded  to  the  Grand  Scribe  E.  on  or  before 
July  31st  and  January  31st  respectively,  and  the  annual 
returns  shall  be  forwarded  to  the  Grand  Scribe  E.  on  or 
before  January  31st  of  each  year." 

Your  committee  is  of  the  opinion  that  this  notice  should 
be  amended  to  read  as  follows: — "The  financial  year  of 
the  Chapter  ends  December  31st,  the  financial  returns  of 
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all  Chapters  with  accompanying  dues  and  fees  must  be 
forwarded  to  the  Grand  Scribe  E.  on  or  before  July  31st 
and  January  31st  respectively,  and  the  annual  returns 
shall  be  forwarded  to  the  Grand  Scribe  E.  on  or  before 
January  31st  of  each  year." 

There  is  no  legal  objection  to  this  Motion  being  con- 
sidered by  Grand  Chapter. 

(f)  To  amend  by  deleting  the  word  "Semi"  from  the  third 
paragraph. 

There  is  no  legal  objection  to  this  Motion  being  pre- 
sented to  Grand  Chapter. 

3.  The   Chairman   of   Laws   and   Jurisprudence   has   submitted 
the  following  Notice  of  Motion: 

(a)  To  amend  Item  12  of  Section  140  by  deleting  the 
figures  "37!/>"  and  substituting  therefor  the  figures 
"42V2". 

There  is  no  legal  objection  to  this  Motion  being  pre- 
sented to  Grand  Chapter. 

4.  Fort  William  Chaper  No.  140  presented  a  Notice  as  follows: 
"That  this  Chapter  respectfully  suggests  to  Grand  Chapter 
an  Amendment  or  Addition  to  Grand  Chapter  Constitution 
which  will  give  authority  to  Constituent  Chapter  Officers  to 
examine  Candidates  for  Advancement  to  Most  Excellent 
Masters  and  Royal  Arch  degrees,  within  open  Lodge  and 
Chapter,  such  examination  to  include  only  questions  in  the 
book  "The  Work".  This  authority  shall  be  mandatory." 
Your  committee  is  of  the  opinion  that  this  is  not  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  of  Grand  Chapter.  It  does  not 
define  any  section  of  the  Constitution  for  Amendment,  nor 
does  it  propose  any  specific  wording  as  an  addition  to  the 
Constitution.  It  is  a  request  for  authority  to  examine 
candidates  and  may  be  presented  as  a  resolution  asking  for 
decision  by  Grand  Chapter. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  M.  BURDEN, 
Chairman,  Committee  on  Laws  and  Jurisprudence. 

It  was  moved  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  L.  House,  seconded  by  M. 
Ex.  Comp.  J.  M.  Burden,  and — 

Resolved — That  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Constitution   Laws 
and  Jurisprudence  be  received  and  adopted. 

MOTION 
M.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  M.  Burden,  presented  amendment  to  section 
140— 
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(a)    To  amend  Item   12  of  Section   140  by  deleting  the  figures 
"37V2"  and  substituting  therefor  the  figures  "42*4 ". 

Moved  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  L.  House,  seconded  by  M.  Ex. 
Comp.  J.  M.  Burden — 

Resolved — That  the  foregoing  amendment  be  received  and  adopted. 

Moved  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  L.  House,  seconded  by  R.  Ex. 
Comp.  M.  S.  Gooderham — That  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  be  ex- 
tended to  M.  Ex.  Comp.  John  M.  Burden  and  the  members  of 
his  Committee,  for  the  wonderful  work  done  in  preparing  the  de- 
tails of  the  report  on  Liability  Insurance,  etc.  This  motion  was 
duly  presented  and  received  with  the  heartiest  enthusiasm  and 
applause,  from  all  present. 


GRAND  TREASURER'S  STATEMENT  OF  ACCOUNTS 

March  31,  1955. 

To  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada: 

Most  Excellent  Grand  Z.  and  Companions: 

I  submit  herewith  statement  of  Receipts  and  Disbursements 
for  the  period  March  1,  1954— February  28,  1955: 

GENERAL  ACCOUNT 

RECEIPTS 

Balance— February  28,  1954 $  11,125.25 

Received  from  Grand  Scribe  "E": 

Receipts  from  Chapters  $19,409.39 

Grand  Convocation  Receipts   259.50 

Transfer  from  Chapters'  Life 

Membership  Fund  33.75 

Interest  on  Investments  2,090.00 

Bank  Interest  3.16 

21,795.80 

Proceeds  of  Investments  Sold: 

$36,000.00  Dominion  of  Canada,  3% 

June  1,  1960,  @  101.55         36,558.00 

Accrued    Interest    192.33 

$  3,000.00  Dominion  of  Canada,  3%, 

Oct.  1,  1963,  @   101.45  3,043.50 

Accrued  Interest  31.07 

$  500.00  Hydro  Electric  Power 
Comm.  of  Ontario,  3%, 
.June  15,  1973,  @  96.25  ...  481.25 

Accrued  Interest  2.09 

40,308.24 

$73,229.29 

DISBURSEMENTS 

Grand  Scribe  "E"  Office: 

Compensation $  3,600.00 

Assistant  2,200.10 

Rent   1,380.00 

Miscellaneous   1,120.62 
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Printing: 

Proceedings 

1,894.75 

General 

451.12 

Travelling: 

Grand  "Z"  

1,500.00 

General        

463.85 

Expenses: 

Grand  Convocation   

3,010.64 

Grand    Executive    

1,417.84 

Grand  Historian  and  Reviewer  

300.00 

Audit  Fee       

400.00 

Jewels,  Medals  and  Engraving  

975.05 

Supplies  for  Re-Sale  

2,404.64 

Education  and  Instruction   

315.75     ^^ 

Masonic   Library   

125.00    " 

Conference  of  Canadian  Grand  Chapters 

846.15 

Transfer  to  Centennial  Year  Fund  

1,000.00 

Transfer  to  Chapters'   Life   Membership 

Fund  

10.32 

Ontario  Hurricane  Relief  Fund  

500.00 

Canadian   Masonic  Research  Association 

50.00 

«oq  qaK  qq 

Investments  Purchased: 

$10,000.00  Canada  Permanent  Mort- 

gage   Corp.,    3%%,    Jan. 

1961,  @  100  

10,000.00 

Accrued    Interest    

19.18 

$28,000.00  Hydro      Electric      Power 

Commission    of    Ontario, 

3y2%,   Oct.    15,   1979,    @ 

99.75 

27,930.00 

Accrued    Interest       

300.71 

$  1,500.00  Toronto    General    Trusts 

Corp.,     3M.%,     Jan.     27, 

1960,  @  100  

1,500.00 

Accrued  Interest  

1.02 

9Q  7™  Q1 

BALANCE— as  at  February  28,  1955 


63,716.74 
9,512.55 


$73,229.29 


VICTORY  THANKSGIVING  BENEVOLENT  FUND 

RECEIPTS 

Balance— February   28,   1954        $1,247.55 

Received  from  Grand  Scribe  "E": 

Donations    $      24.17 

Interest  on   Investments   1,884.75 

Bank  Interest  24.61 

Proceeds  of  Investments  Sold: 

$  5,000.00  Hydro  Electric  Power 
Comm.  of  Ontario,  3%, 
Nov.  1,  1969,  @  97  4,850.00 

Accrued  Interest       39.04 

$  2,000.00  Hydro      Electric      Power 
Comm.    of    Ontario,    3%, 
June  15,  1973,  @  96.25  ....       1,925.00 
Accrued  Interest  8.39 

8,755.96 


$10,003.51 
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DISBURSEMENTS 

Benevolent  Grants  $1,350.00 

Investments  Purchased: 

$  7,000.00  Toronto     General    Trusts 
Corp.,     3V2%,     Jan.     27, 

1960,  @  100  $  7,000.00 

Accrued    Interest    4.69 

7,004.69 

8,354.69 


BALANCE— as  at  February  28,  1955  $  1,648.82 

GRAND  CHAPTER  LIFE  MEMBERSHIP  FUND 

RECEIPTS 

Balance— February  28,  1954  $  1,845.08 

deceived  from  Grand  Scribe  "E": 

Commutations    $      799.57 

Interest  on  Investments   955.00 

Bank  Interest  18.03 

1,772.60 

$  3,617.68 

DISBURSEMENTS 
BALANCE— as  at  February  28,  1955  $  3,617.68 

CHAPTERS'  LIFE  MEMBERSHIP  FUND 

RECEIPTS 

Balance— February  28,  1954  $      374.96 

Received  from  Grand  Scribe  "E": 

Deposits  from  Chapters   $      100.00 

Transferred  from  General  Fund 10.32 

Bank  Interest  3.91 

114.23 

489.19 

DISBURSEMENTS 

Transferred  to  General  Fund  33.75 

BALANCE— as  at  February  28,  1955 $      455.44 


CENTENNIAL  YEAR  FUND 

RECEIPTS 

Balance— February  28,  1954  $        38.25 

Transferred  from  General  Fund  $  1,000.00 

Interest  on  Investments  45.00 

Bank  Interest  .38 

Proceeds  of  Investment  Sold: 

$  1,500.00  Dominion  of  Canada,  3%, 

June  1,  1958,  @  100  1,500.00 

2,545.38 

$  2,583.63 
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DISBURSEMENTS 

Investments  Purchased: 

$  1,500.00  Toronto    General    Trusts 
Corp.,  3y2%.  Dec.  1,  1959, 

@    100   
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BALANCE— February  28,  1955 

Examined  and  Verified: 

J.  D.  LEWARS.  C.A., 

Auditor. 


$  1,500.00 

$  1,083.03 

Respectfully  submitted, 

FRED  W.  DEAN,  P.G.Z., 

Grand  Treasurer. 


Moved  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  L.  House,  seconded  by  M.  Ex. 
Comp.  F.  W.  Dean,  that — 

Resolved — That  the  report  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  be  received  and 

REPORT  OF  THE  GRAND  SCRIBE  E. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  Officers  and  Members  of  the 

Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada. 

I  present  herewith  the  Annual  Report  of  Cash  Receipts  and 
Ledger  Balances  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  February  28th,  1955. 

ANNUAL  STATEMENT 


REVENUE  ACCOUNT  FOR  THE  YEAR 


March  1st,  1954,  to  February  28th,  1955 


No.  Name  of  Chapter 

1.  Ancient  Frontenac  &  Cataraqui       .$ 

2.  The  Hiram 

3.  St.  John's,  London         

4.  St.  Andrew  and  St.  John  

5.  St.  George's       

6.  St.  John's,  Hamilton  

7.  The   Moira      

8.  King-  Solomon's    

15.  Wawanosh  

16.  Carleton    

18.  Oxford     

19.  Mount  Moriah    

20.  Mount  Horeb  

22.     Grenville     

2«.     Ezra     

24.     Tecumseh       

26.  St.   Mark's   

27.  Manitou    

28.  Pentaipha  

29.  McCallum     

30.  Huron    

31.  Prince   Edward 

32.  Waterloo    

34.     Signet   


Amount 

233.00 
138.88 
160.25 
150.40 
209.00 

92.50 
225.75 
174.43 
149.25 
514.02 
151.71 
253.93 
118.88 

81.00 
127.25 
199.24 
103.88 
115.75 
196.70 
102.08 
111.50 
190.75 
102.38 
114.25 


Balance     Balance 
Debit        Credit 


1.12 

4.00 

116.75 

42.12 

3.00 


4.00 
7.63 


2.50 

2.50 

3.75 


80 

No.  Name   of   Chapter 

35.  Keystone    

36.  Corinthian    

37.  Victoria  

40.  Guelph     

41.  Harris 

44.  Mount  Sinai  

45.  Excelsior     

46.  St.  James  

47.  Wellington   

48.  St.   John's,  Cobourg 

53.  Bruce       

54.  Palestine    

55.  Niagara    

56.  Georgian     

57.  King  Hiram  

58.  Pembroke   

59.  Sussex-St.  Lawrence  ... 

61.  Granite   

62.  York    

63.  Havelock     

64.  Willson    

65.  St.  Paul's  

66.  The  Malloch  

67.  Enterprise    

68.  Maitland  

69.  Grimsby    

71.  Prince  of  Wales  

72.  Keystone    

73.  Erie   

74.  Beaver    

75.  St.  Clair  

76.  Mount  Nebo  

77.  Occident    

78.  Minnewawa    

79.  Orient    

80.  Ark    

84.     Aylmer    

82.  Shuniah     

83.  Ionic    

84.  Lebanon    

88.     MacNabb    

90.  Golden     

91.  Toronto-Antiquity    

94.  Midland     

95.  Tuscan     

102.  Algonquin 

103.  St.  John's,  North  Bay 

104.  Whke  Oak  

110.     Warkworth     

112.  St.  John's,  Morrisburg 

113.  Covenant    

114.  Bonflechere     

115.  Brant  

116.  Maple    

117.  Kitchener   

119.     King  Cyrus   

129.  Elliot  

130.  Chantry    

131.  Amabel   
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mount 

Balance 

Balance 

Debit 

Credit 

92.01 

250.50 

86.20 

228.13 

1.12 

88.76 

85.88 

.37 

37.50 

2.25 

61.38 

157.76 

83.63 

9.22 

69.43 

174.88 

.75 

69.50 

.87 

86.88 

.75 

83.63 

.37 

265.63 

.38 

100.76 

34.13 

139.33 

105.58 

130.87 

103.01 

79.75 

7.50 

96.76 

7.00 

82.25 

.37 

63.25 

151.50 

.50 

61.62 

87.01 

71.-13 

89.50 

57.26 

283.43 

4.80 

97.02 

95.06 

4.50 

228.01 

99.38 

108.38 

193.63 

14.25 

81.08 

83.26 

2.50 

86.50 

37.50 

196.63 

.50 

156.76 

8.75 

104.63 

1.37 

249.63 

11.50 

202.88 

111.76 

100.76 

.67 

61.75 

88.01 

10.75 

208.51 

119.37 

94.88 

72.26 

.50 

166.53 

129.63 

.50 

87.26 

69.13 

72.00 
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No.         Name   of   Chapter 

132.  Leeds    

133.  St.    Francis    

134.  King  Darius 

135.  Succoth   

138.  Shekinah     

140.  Fort  William  

143.  Glengarry     

144.  Presqu'ile    

145.  The  St.  Patrick  

146.  Bernard    

147.  Lucknow  

148.  St.  John's,  Vankleek  Hill 

149.  Atwood    

150.  London    

151.  Laurentian   

152.  Alberton    

153.  Sombra   

154.  Klondike   

155.  Ancaster  

161.  Madoc    

163.  The  Beaches  

164.  Lome  

167.  Kichikewana 

168.  Ionic    

169.  Temiskaming    

175.  The  Hamilton   

184.  Hugh   Murray   

195.  Peel 

198.  Couchiching   

203.  Cobalt    

205.  Victoria  

210.  Kitchener   

212.  Mount  Sinai  

213.  Northern  Lights  

214.  Vimy   

2*15.  Mrmico    

217.  St.  Alban's  

218.  Prince    Edward    

219.  Ulster    

220.  Lebanon    ....    

221.  Durham  

222.  Ottawa    

223.  Abitibi  

224.  Keystone         

225.  Beaver 

226.  Prmce  of  Wales  

227.  Quinte  Friendship 

230.  Port  Credit   

231.  The  St.  Clair       

232.  King  Cyrus 

233.  Oakwood     

234.  Ha-lton  

235.  Aurora    

236.  Caledonia    

238.  The  St.  Andrew       

239.  Blenheim  

240.  Smithvrlle     

241.  University    


Amount 

Balance 

Balance 

Debit 

Credit 

94.13 

158.76 

70.12 

6.37 

78.38 

1.50 

159.16 

143.00 

52.25 

40.76 

288.67 

1.00 

97.75 

2.25 

61.01 

.37 

104.25 

1.37 

48.51 

6.00 

119.25 

117.13 

.75 

152.88 

1.12 

101.50 

24.00 

48.50 

63.01 

126.50 

75.17 

82.18 

104.38 

105.38 

77.63 

.38 

109.77 

1.00 

75.63 

.37 

113.65 

.75 

148.13 

4.60 

38.63 

.98 

58.63 

40.33 

620.13 

18.75 

87.40 

3.16 

78.75 

1,37 

95.63 

124.38 

71.38 

80.40 

91.63 

.38 

28.25 

254.83 

69.26 

.75 

85.22 

12.75 

103.15 

128.50 

148.88 

1.00 

99.38 

4.63 

182.38 

12.88 

89.95 

78.01 

86.63 

.75 

&7.75 

84.50 

2.00 

132.51 

106.13 

34.50 

39.25 

1.00 

91.63 
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No.         Name   of   Chapter 

242.  St.  Paul's  

243.  McKay    

245.  Preston   

246.  Humber  

247.  Nilestown  

248.  Dochert  

249.  Palestine  

250.  Thomas  Peters   

251.  Kirkland  

252.  Hiawatha    

253.  Regal  

254.  Golden  Star  

255.  Tillsonburg 

256.  Yukon     

257.  Espanola     

Grand  Chapter  of  Alberta  

Grand  Chapter  of  British  Columbia 

Grand  Chapter  of  Manitoba   

Grand  Chapter  of  Saskatchewan  ... 

Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec       

Grand  Chapter  of  New  Brunswick 

Grand  Chapter  of  Nova  Scotia  

Miscellaneous   


Convocation    Receipts      

Bond  Interest  Received  

Bank  Interest       

Proceeds  from  Sale  of  Investments 


Amount 

64.88 

68.76 

54.38 

140.43 

87.00 

35.56 

69.00 

217.75 

83.13 

140.75 

74.58 

103.14 

74.00 

63.99 

112.03 

100.00 

200.00 

58.00 

100.00 

100.00 

65.00 

5.08 

19,195.70 

259.50 

2,090.00 

3.16 

40,308.24 

61,856.60 


Balance     Balance 
Debit        Credit 
.38 


1.87 

.37 
1.23 


2.40 

23.12 

3.15 


15.00 


576.14 


576.14 


10.63 
6.90 


.37 


113.77 


113.77 


CASH  RECEIPTS 
For  the  Year  Ended  February  28,  1955 


Credits  to  Chapters'  Accounts: 
Receipts  from   Chapters 
Transfer     from     Chapters' 
Fund  


Life     Membership 


$19,409.39 


33.75 


Interest  Received  from  Investments  

Interest  Received  on  Bank  Deposits       

Received  from  Convocation  (Credited  to  Convocation  Expense) 

Proceeds  from  Sale  of  Securities  40,308.24 


$19,443.14 
2,090.00 
3.16 
259.50 


$62,104.04 


Examined  and  Verified, 

JOHN  D.  LEWARS,  C.A. 

To  the  Scribes  E.  of  the  Grand  Jurisdiction,  please  accept  my 
sincere  thanks  and  appreciation  for  your  support  and  assistance 
during  the  past  year.  I  wish  to  inform  you  that  there  have  been 
better  efforts  m  the  filing  of  the  Annual  Returns  on  time,  but  still 
there  is  room  for  improvement.  A  year  ago  I  reported  that  one- 
third  of  the  Chapters  were  late  in  filing  their  returns — this  year 
approximately  1  5  per  cent  were  late.     It  will  be  seen  that,  while 
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vou  reduced  the  numbers,  you  have  not  overcome  the  delay  caused 
by  the  tardiness  of  a  few.  So.  once  again,  I  am  asking  for  the 
wholehearted  support  of  every  First  Principal  and  Scribe  E.  of  each 
Chapter.     The  last  day  for  filing  is  January  31st. 

To  those  new  in  office  I  would  like  you  to  know  that  if  you 
have  a  problem  you  are  in  doubt  about,  write  Grand  Chapter 
office  and  you  will  be  advised  promptly. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


jA^ 


Grand  Scribe  E. 


Moved  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  L.  House,  seconded  by  R.  Ex. 
Comp.  F.  J.  Johnson,  that — 

Resolved — That  the  report  of  the  Grand  S.  E.  be  received  and  adopted. 

AUDITOR'S   FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 

Most  Excellent  Companion.  John  Alexander  Macdonald  Taylor, 

Grand  First  Principal.  Grand  Chapter.  Royal  Arch  Masons 

of   Canada.    Temple   Building.    Toronto,    Ontario. 

March  24,  1955. 
Most  Excellent  Sir: 

I  have  made  an  examination  of  the  books  of  account  and 
supporting  records  of  Grand  Chapter  of  the  Royal  Arch  Masons  of 
Canada  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  February  28,  1955.  From  my 
examination  of  the  records  of  the  Grand  Scribe  E  and  the  Grand 
Treasurer,  I  have  prepared  the  statements  listed  below,  which  I 
now  present  together  with  my  comments  thereon: 

Exhibit  "A" — Balance  Sheet  as  at  February  28,  1955. 
Exhibit   "B" — Comparative    Revenue    and    Expenditure    Ac- 
count for  the  year  ended  February  28,  1955. 
Schedule  "\" — The  Victory  Thanksgiving  Benevolent  Fund 

as  at  February  28,  1955. 
Schedule  "2" — The  Life  Membership  Fund — Grand  Chapter 

as  at  February  28,   1955. 
Schedule  "3" — The    Centennial    Fund    as    at    February    28, 

1955. 
Schedule  "4" — The  Chapters'   Life  Membership  Fund  as  at 
February  28,   1955. 

COMMENTS 

The  Petty  Cash  Fund,  shown  in  Exhibit  "A",  was  counted 
from  time  to  time  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  February  28,  1955, 
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and  again  on  March  23,  1955  and  on  each  occasion  was  found  to 
be  in  order.  The  cash  in  transit  in  the  General  Fund  and  in  the 
Life  Membership  Fund — Grand  Chaptr  was  deposited  in  the 
respective  bank  accounts  subsequent  to  February  28,  1955.  The 
bank  balances  of  the  several  accounts  set  out  in  Exhibit  "A"  and 
Schedules  "1",  "2",  "3"  and  "4"  were  verified  by  the  certificate 
of  your  bankers  as  at  February  28,  1955,  and  all  of  the  bank 
transactions  in  the  respective  accounts,  during  the  fiscal  year  then 
ended  were  examined. 

The  undipped  coupons,  shown  in  Exhibit  "A"  and  in  Sche- 
dules "1"  and  "2",  were  examined  by  me  when  the  securities  were 
counted  on  March  23,  1955. 

The  accounts  receivable  from  the  various  Chapters  and  other 
sources  have  been  reviewed  in  detail  and  in  my  opinion,  the  balances 
shown  in  Exhibit  "A"  and  Schedule  "2"  are  proper  charges.  From 
the  information  presently  available,  it  would  appear  that  the  Re- 
serve for  Uncollected  Accounts  should  prove  adequate  to  cover 
probable  losses. 

I  note  that  the  amount  due  to  the  General  Fund  from  the  Life 
Membership  Fund  of  Grand  Chapter  has  grown  to  the  sum  of 
$10,487.00.  I  would  recommend  that  action  be  taken  to  trans- 
fer this  sum  to  the  General  Account  as  soon  as  possible,  since  the 
interest  on  this  amount  is  being  accrued  to  the  benefit  of  the  Life 
Membership  Fund  of  Grand  Chapter. 

The  investments  of  the  several  Funds,  as  set  out  in  Exhibit 
"A"  and  Schedules  "1",  "2"  and  "3"  were  examined  on  March 
23,  1955,  in  the  presence  of  the  Grand  Scribe  E  and  the  Grand 
Treasurer  and  were  found  to  be  as  stated  in  the  statements  already 
referred  to  herein.  They  continue  to  be  held  in  the  place  and 
custody  authorized  by  the  Grand  Chapter.  I  note  that  during  the 
fiscal  year  ended  February  28,  1955,  certain  securities  of  the  General 
Fund,  the  Victory  Thanksgiving  Benevolent  Fund  and  Centennial 
Fund  were  sold  and  others  purchased  to  replace  them.  I  am  pleased 
to  report  that  this  change  in  your  investment  holdings  will  increase 
your  revenue  therefrom  in  future  years. 

So  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain,  from  due  inquiry  of  the 
Officials  concerned,  all  known  liabilities  of  the  various  Funds  have 
been  taken  up  in  the  books  of  account  as  at  February  28,  1955, 
and  are  reflected  in  Exhibit  "A"  and  Schedules  "1",  "2",  "3" 
and  "4". 

Details  of  the  operations  of  the  General  Fund  for  the  fiscal 
year  ended  February  28,  1955,  as  shown  by  the  books  of  account 
of  the  Grand  Scribe  E,  are  set  out  in  Exhibit  "B"  and  compared 
with  the  Budget  as  approved  by  Grand  Chapter.  The  year's  opera- 
tions resulted  in  a  Net  Revenue  of  $228.77  which  has  been  credited 
to  the  General  Reserve  in  Exhibit  "A". 
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As  in  preceding  years,  interim  examinations  were  made  of  the 
books  of  account  of  the  Grand  Scribe  E  and  tentative  interim  re- 
ports were  submitted  under  date  of  August  31,  1954,  and  Novem- 
ber 30,  1954.  The  books  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  have  been 
examined  and  were  found  to  be  in  excellent  order.  All  the  semi- 
annual returns  from  the  constituent  Chapters  have  been  reviewed. 
I  have  obtained  all  of  the  information  and  explanations  which  I 
have  required.  My  examination  included  a  general  review  of  the 
accounting  procedures  and  such  tests  of  the  accounting  records  and 
other  supporting  evidence  as  I  have  deemed  necessary  under  the 
circumstances. 

In  my  opinion,  the  attached  Balance  Sheet  and  related  state- 
ments are  properly  drawn  up  so  as  to  exhibit  a  true  and  correct  view 
of  the  state  of  the  financial  affairs  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal 
Arch  Masons  of  Canada  as  at  February  28,  1955,  and  the  result 
of  operations  for  the  year  then  ended,  according  to  the  best  of  my 
information  and  the  explanations  afforded  to  me  as  shown  by  the 
books  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted, 

J.  D.  LEWARS,  C.A., 
Auditor. 
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Exhibit  (A) 
BALANCE  SHEET  AS  AT  FEBRUARY  28,  1955 

ASSETS 

Current  Assets: 

Petty  Cash   Fund   $      94.50 

Cash  in  Transit  250.40 

Cash   in   Bank   9,262.15 

$  9,607.05 

Undipped  Bond  Coupons  55.00 

Accounts  Receivable: 

Chapters    459.37 

Other    15.00 

474.37 

Less:  Reserve  for  Uncollected 

Accounts    40.75 

433.62 

Due  from  Life  Membership  Fund — Grand 

Chapter    10,487.00 

Accrued  Interest  on  Investments  661.93 

$21,244.60 

Investments: 

Dominion  of  Canada— 3%— 1960  20,000.00 

Dominion  of  Canada— 3%— 1966   ...  2,500.00 

Province  of  Ontario— 2%%— 1968  4,000.00 

Province  of  Ontario— 3%— 1977  4,000.00 

H.E.P.C.  of  Ontario— 3  y2%— 1979  .  28,000.00 
Canada    Permanent    Mortgage    Cor- 
poration— 3  %%— 1961    10,000.00 

Toronto  General  Trusts  Corporation 

— 3V2%— 1960    1,500.00 


Less:  Unamortized  Discount 

Furniture  and  Fixtures    

Less  Reserve  for  Depreciation 

Grand  Chapter — Library  

Grand  Council  Regalia  

Special  Funds: 

The   Victory   Thanksgiving   Benevo- 
lent Fund   (Schedule  "1")    

The  Life  Membership  Fund — Grand 

Chapter   (Schedule  "2")      

The  Centennial  Fund  (Schedule  "3") 

The     Chapters'     Life     Membership 

Fund  (Schedule  "4")   


70,000.00 
568.09 

580.38 
550.76 


60,373.51 

25,168.08 
2,596.75 

455.44 


69,431.91 


29.62 

250.00 

75.00 


-     88,593.78 
$179,624.91 


LIABILITIES 

Current  Liabilities: 

Accounts  Payable    $       87.85 

Unexpended   Reserves   1,182.95 

Reserve  for  Special  Funds   


$  1,270.80 
88,593.78 
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Genera]  Reserve: 

Balance— March   1,  1954  88,895.23 

Add— Profit  on   Sale  of   Securities  636.33 

Net   Revenue    (Exhibit  "B")  228.77 
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89,760.33 

$179,624.91 
Exhibit  (B) 

COMPARATIVE  REVENUE  AND  EXPENDITURE  ACCGUNT 


REVENUE 

Balance 

Estimated 

Over  % 

Revenue 

Actual  Revenue 

or  ' 

Under 

Fees                

$  3,500.00 

$  3,217.00  $ 

283.00 

Dues — Per  Capita 

13,500.00 

13,948.20 

t 

448.20 

Life  Membership  Dues  

2,600.00 

2,603.25 

t 

3.25 

Dispensations         

175.00 

157.00 

18.00 

Interest  Earned: 

Investments 

2,000.00 

$2,140.07 

t 

140.07 

Bank  Deposits  

3.16 

2,143.23 

t 

3.16 

, 

Total   Revenue 

21,775.00 

22,068.68 

i 

293.68 

Total    Expenditure 

21,057.00 

21,839.91 

228.77 

t 

782.91 

Net   Revenue    

718.00 

489.23 

EXPENDITURE 


Estimated 
Expenditure 
Grand  Scribe  E; 

Compensation     $3,600.00 

Office    Assistant    2,200.00 

Rent        1,380.00 

Miscellaneous  1,200.00 

8,380.00 

Foreign  Correspondence — 

Reviewer  300.00 

Audit  Fee  400.00 

Printing: 

Proceedings     1,800.00 

General    800.00 

2,600.00 
Travelling: 

Grand  Z  1,500.00 

General  500.00 

2,000.00 
Expenses: 

Convocation  3,000.00 

Executive    Committee  1,400.00 

Education  500.00 

4,900.00 


Balance 

Over  ± 

Actual  Expenditure     or  Under 

$3,600.00 

2,200.10 

$  %        .10 

1,380.00 

901.48 

298.52 

$ 

8,081.58 

300.00 

400.00 

1,879.75 

%      79.75 

489.89 

310.11 

2,369.64 

1,500.00 

499.85 

.15 

1  QQQ  «5 

2,846.27  153.73 

1,417.84  :j:     17.84 

500.00 
4,764.11 
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Jewels  and  Engraving- 

650.00 

Grant  to  Masonic  Library 

125.00 

Conference  of  Canadian 

Grand    Chapter    

640.00 

Centennial  Fund 

1,000.00 

Grant  Can.  Masonic 

Research    Association 

50.00 

Chapters'    Life    Membership 

Fund  

12.00 

Donation  to  Hurricane  Relief 

Fund  

Goods  for  Resale   (Net)    

Total  Expenditure 

21,057.00 

968.59 
125.00 

t 

318.59 

739.68 
1,000.00 

t 

99.68 

50.00 

10.32 

1.68 

500.00 
531.14 

t 
t 

500.00 
531.14 

21,839.91 

t 

782.91 

Schedule  (1) 
THE  VICTORY  THANKSGIVING  BENEVOLENT  FUND 

Balance— March   1,  1954   $59,117.73 

Add: 

Bond  Interest  $1,885.41 

Bank  Interest  24.61 

Amortization  of  Bond  Discount  194.83 


2,104.85 

Less:  Amortization  of  Bond  Premium  29.70 

2,075.15 

Add: 

Donations   Received    24.17 

Profit  on  Sale  of  Securities  506.46 


61,723.51 
Deduct:   Benevolence — Grants    1,350.00 


Balance— February   28,   1955   $60,373.51 


ASSETS 

Cash  in  Bank  $1,648.82 

Undipped    Coupons    13.75 

Accrued  Interest  on  Investments  677.68 


Investments: 

Dominion  of  Canada— 3%— 1966    16,700.00 

Province    of    Ontario— 3%— 1965 9,000.00 

Province  of  Ontario— 3%— 1966  3,000.00 

Province  of  Ontario— 2%%— 1968  1,0©0.00 

Province  of  Ontario— 3 %— 1969  9,000.00 

Province   of   Ontario— 3  %— 1977    8,000.00 

H.E.P.C.   of    Ontario— 4%%— 1967    6,500.00 

Toronto    General    Trusts— 3%  %— 1960    7,000.00 


$2,340.25 


60,200.00 
Deduct:  Unamortized  Discount  on 

Investments    $2,503.92 

Less:  Unamortized  Premium  on 

Investments    337.18 

2,166.74 


58,033.26 
$60,373.51 
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Schedule  (2) 
THE  LIFE  MEMBERSHIP  FIND— GRAND  CHAPTER 


Balance — March   1,   1954 

$25,981.57 

Add: 

Interest  on  Investments 

$955.00 

Bank    Interest 

18.03 

Commutations    Issued 

800.00 

Amortization  of  Bond  Discount 

16.73 

1,789.76 

27  771.33 
Deduct:  1954  Life  Membership  Dues  2^603.25 


Balance— February   28,    1955  $25,168.08 

ASSETS  AND  LIABILITIES 
ASSETS: 

Cash  in  Transit  $      10.00 

Cash  in  Bank  3,607.68 


3,617.68 
Due  from  Chapter  3.80 

Undipped    Coupons         27.50 

Accrued  Interest  on  Investments  231.87 

Investments: 

Dominion  of  Canada— 3f/r— 1960  $30,000.00 
Province    of    Ont.— 23i  (\ — 1968       2,000.00 


32,000.00 
Less:  Unamortized  Discount  225.77 


31,774.23 

-  $35,655.08 


LIABILITIES: 

Due  to  General  Fund  $10,487.00 


$25,168.08 


Schedule  (3) 


CENTENNIAL  FUND 


Balance— March   1,   1954  $1,517.25 

Add: 

Bond  Interest 

Bank  Interest       

Amortization  of  Bond  Discount 

Profit  on  Sale  of  Securities 

Annual  Provision  from  General  Fund 


Balance— February  28,  1955 

ASSETS 


Cash  in  Bank 

Accrued  Interest  on  Investments 


Investments: 

Toronto    General    Trusts    Corporation — 3%% 


$      46.87 

.38 

3.58 

28.67 

1,000.00 

1,079.50 

$2,596.75 

$1,083.63 
13.12 

$1,096.75 
1,500.00 

-1959 

$2,596.75 
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Schedule  (4) 
THE  CHAPTERS'  LIFE  MEMBERSHIP  FUND 

Balance— March   1,   1954 $374.96 

Add: 

Bank  Interest      $     3.91 

Deposit  from  Chapter  No.  231  100.00 

Transfer  from  General  Fund  (adjusting  interest 

earned  by  Fund  to  3%)   10.32 

114.23 

489.19 
Deduct — 1954    Chapter    Dues    Transferred    to    General    Fund 

and  credited  to  the  Chapters'  Accounts  $  33.75 

Balance — February  28,   1955   455.44 

ASSETS 
Cash  in  Bank  455.44 

Moved  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  L.  House,  seconded  by  M.  Ex. 
Comp.  F.  W.  Dean,  that — 

Resolved — That  the  Auditor's  Report  be  received  and  adopted. 

REPORT  OF  PRINTING  COMMITTEE 

To  the  Most  Excellent,  the  Grand  First  Principal,  Officers  and 
Members  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada. 
Most  Excellent  Sir  and  Companions: 

Your  Committee  on  Printing  has  reviewed  the  expenditures 
for  the  year  ending  February  28th,  1955,  and  submits  the  follow- 
ing analysis: 

Proceedings    and    Postage    $1,894.75 

General  Printing  451.12 

$2,345.87 

It  is  requested  that  the  following  amounts  be  placed  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Committee  for  the  year  1955: 

Printing  and  mailing  proceedings  $1,700.00 

General    Printing    600.00 

Printing  for  re-sale   1,800.00 

$4,100.00 

The  cost  of  the  last  item  will  be  liquidated  within  the  next 
year  by  re-sale. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Your  Committee  on  Printing  respectfully  submits  the  follow- 
ing recommendations: 

1.  That  all  purchases  of  printing  in  the  amount  of  $100.00 
and  over  should  be  made  by  the  Printing  Committee  by  sealed 
tender  calling  for  at  least  three  tenders  for  each  contract. 

2.  When  the  next  contract  is  awarded  for  printing  of  the 
work  that  the  contract  be  so  worded  that  the  printer's  lead  shall  be 
purchased  by  and  kept  under  the  control  of  the  Officials  of  Grand 
Chapter. 
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V  That  due  consideration  be  given  to  the  appointment  of  a 
committee  charged  with  the  responsibility  of  editing  all  publica- 
tions of  Grand  Chapter. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
R.  J.  LEWIS,  E.  E.  DOBSON,  R.  V.  E.  CONOVER,  O.B.E., 

F  J.  JOHNSON.  G.S.E.:  C.  W.  EMMETT,  Chairman 

Moved  by  R  Ex.  Comp.  J.  L.  House,  seconded  by  R.  Ex. 
Comp.  C.  W.  Emmett,  that — 

Resolved — That  the  report  of   Printing  Committee  be   received   and 
adopted. 

REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  INVESTMENTS 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z..  Officers  and  Members  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada. 

Your  Committee  on  Investments  reports  the  following: 
Schedule  of  Investments  as  of  February  28,  1955 
GENERAL  ACCOUNT 

Dominion  of  Canada  Bonds,  Interest  3%,  payable  half-yearly, 
June  1  and  December  1,  due  June  1,  1960  (Fully 
Registered)   $  20,000.00 

Dominion  of  Canada  Bonds,  Interest  3%,  payable  half-yearly, 
March  1  and  September  1,  due  September  1,  1966, 
(Fully    Registered)     2,500.00 

Province    of    Ontario,    Interest    23A%,    payable    half-yearly, 

January  15th  and  July  15th,  due  July  15th,  1968  4,000.00 

Province  of  Ontario,  Interest  3%,  payable  half-yearly,  April 

15th   and  October  15th,  due  October  15th,  1977  4,000.00 

Hydro  Electric  Power  Commission,  Interest  3%%,  payable 
half-yearly,  April  15th  and  October  15th,  due  October 
15th,    1979     28,000.00 

Canada  Permanent  Mortgage  Corporation,  31/£%,  payable  half- 
yearly,  January  15th  and  July  15th,  due  January  15th,  1961     10,000.00 

Toronto  General  Trusts  Corporation,  3%%,  payable  half- 
yearly,  January  27th  and  July  27th,  due  January  27th,  1960       1,500.00 


$70,000.00 
LIFE  MEMBERSHIP  ACCOUNT 
Dominion  of  Canada  Bonds,  Interest  3%,  payable  half-yearly, 
June   1st  and  December   1st,  due  June   1st,   1960,    (Fully 

Registered)     $30,000.00 

Province  of  Ontario,  2%%,  payable  half-yearly,  January  15th 

and  July  15th,  due  July  15th,  1968  2,000.00 


$32,000.00 
CENTENNIAL  FUND 
Toronto    General    Trusts    Corporation,    3%%,    payable    half- 
yearly,  January  27  and  July  27,  due  January  27,  1960  $  1,500.00 

VICTORY   THANKSGIVING   BENEVOLENT   FUND 

Dominion  of  Canada  Bonds,  Interest  3%,  payable  half-yearly, 

March  1  and  September  1,  due  September  1,  1966  $      200.00 

Dominion  of  Canada  Bonds,  Interest  3%,  payable  half-yearly, 
March  1  and  September  1,  due  September  1,  1966  (Fully 
Registered)  10,000.00 
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Dominion  of  Canada  Bonds,  Interest  3%,  payable  half-yearly, 
March  1  and  September  1,  due  September  1,  1966,  callable 
September  1,  1961,   (Fully  Registered)    4,000.00 

Dominion  of  Canada  Bonds,  Interest  3%,  payable  half-yearly, 

March  1  and  September  1,  due  September  1,  1966  2,500.00 

Province  of   Ontario,   Interest  3%,   payable  half-yearly,   May 

1  and  November  1,  due  November  1,  1965  9,000.00 

Province  of   Ontario,   Interest  3%,   payable   half-yearly,   May 

1  and  November  1,  due  November  1,  1966  3,000.00 

Province    of    Ontario,    Interest    2%%,    payable    half-yearly, 

January  15  and  July  15,  due  July  15,  1968     1,000.00 

Province  of  Ontario,  Interest  3%,  payable  half-yearly,  April 

15  and  October  15,  due  April  15,  1965  9,000.00 

Province  of  Ontario,  Interest  3%,  payable  half-yearly,  April 

15  and  October  15,  due  October  15,  1977  8,000.00 

Hydro  Electric  Power  Commission  of  Ontario,  Interest  4^%, 

payable  May  1  and  November  1,  due  November  1,  1967, 

(Guaranteed  by  Province  of  Ontario)    6,500.00 

Toronto  General  Trusts  Corporation,  Interest  3%%,  payable 

half-yearly,  January  27  and  July  27,  due  January  27,  1960       7,000.00 

$  60,200.00 
Total  Investments  $163,700.00 


Your  Committee  on  Investments  has  had  one  meeting  with 
the  Finance  Committee  and  several  meetings  with  the  Grand 
Scribe  E. 

The  assistance  and  advice  given  by  the  members  of  the  Fin- 
ance Committee,  the  Grand  Scribe  E.,  the  Grand  Treasurer  and 
Most  Excellent  Companion  Taylor,  is  sincerely  appreciated  and 
gratefully  acknowledged. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted, 

RT.  EX.  COMP.  F.  CARL  ACKERT 
April  12,  1955. 

Moved  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  L.  House,  seconded  by  R.  Ex. 
Comp.  F.  C.  Ackert,  that — 

Resolved — That  the  report  of  the  Investment  Committee  be  received. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  GRAND  Z': 
ADDRESS 

Your  Committee  has  had  an  opportunity  of  perusing  another 
address  of  our  Grand  First  Principal,  Most  Ex.  Comp.  J.  A.  M. 
Taylor,  and  we  join  in  his  expressions  of  cordial  welcome  to  all 
in  attendance  at  this  Grand  Convocation.  We  note  especially,  his 
warm  fraternal  greeting  to  our  Grand  Mason,  Most  Worshipful 
Brother  and  Ex.  Comp.  J.  A.  Hearn,  and  to  our  guests  from  other 
Jurisdictions  who.  from  distant  lands,  emphasize  the  strength  of' 
the  tie  which  binds  all  Masons  regardless  of  race  or  nationality. 

We  bow  our  heads  in  sympathetic  accord  with  his  graceful 
tribute  to  those  who  have  passed  beyond  the  Veil,  and  with  all 
Royal  Arch  Masons  we  mourn  with  him  the  loss  sustained  by  this 
Grand  Chapter  through  the  death  of  a  stalwart  Royal  Arch 
Mason,  one  of  our  Past  Grand  First  Principals,  Most.  Ex.  Comp. 
L.  F.  Stephens.  Although  no  longer  with  us  they  have  left  behind 
fragrant  memories  of  long  and  happy  associations. 

His  record  of  visitations,  both  within  and  beyond  our  Juris- 
diction, indicates  that  our  Grand  First  Principal  has  given  gener- 
ously of  his  time  and  talents  during  the  past  year  in  furthering 
the  interests  of  our  order.  We  commend  him  on  his  visits  to 
Sister  Jurisdictions  and  to  fifteen  Districts  in  this  Jurisdiction. 
These  visits  not  only  give  him  a  wider  grasp  of  local  activities 
but  must  serve  as  an  inspiration  to  the  Companions. 

We  unite  with  our  Grand  Z  in  paying  tribute  to  the  veterans 
of  the  Royal  Arch  and  note  the  large  number  of  Companions  who 
have  been  awarded  long  service  Jewels.  These  Jewels  are  the  out- 
ward evidence  of  our  esteem.  We  approve  his  action  in  granting 
permission  to  the  addition  of  figures  "60"  to  the  fifty  year  Jewel. 

We  approve  his  grant  from  the  funds  of  Grand  Chapter  in 
the  sum  of  $500.00  to  the  Hurricane  Relief  Fund  and  recommend 
same  to  Grand  Chapter  for  approval. 

We  note  with  pleasure  his  remarks  on  the  finances  of  Grand 
Chapter  and  join  with  him  in  his  tribute  to  those  responsible. 

The  dispensations  granted  by  the  Grand  First  Principal  appear 
to  be  in  order  and,  subject  to  the  power  conferred  on  the  Grand  Z, 
are  confirmed. 

Your  Committee  approves  the  appointments  of  Grand  Rep- 
resentatives by  our  Grand  First  Principal  and  compliments  him 
on  his  selections,  and  we  confirm  his  action  in  conferring  the  rank 
of  a  Past  Grand  Superintendent  on  the  Superintendent  of  the 
Yukon  Territory. 

Despite  rulings  by  previous  Grand  First  Principals,  it  became 
necessary  for  our  Grand  Z  to  rule  on  procedure  to  be  observed  by 
Chapters  visiting  Sister  Jurisdictions,  and  also  to  prevent  inroads 
of  unauthorized  ceremony.  We  approve  these  rulings  and  recom- 
mend same  to  Grand  Chapter  for  confirmation. 
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We  agree  with  our  Grand  First  Principal  that  in  order  to 
clarify  the  procedure  and  regulations  governing  the  granting  of 
Jewels,  especially  where  membership  is  in  question,  that  a  Com- 
mittee give  serious  study  to  the  whole  procedure  and  make  recom- 
mendations so  that  doubt  in  the  future  may  be  removed  as  to 
proper  qualifications. 

We  are  pleased  to  read  of  the  interest  shown  in  the  Canadian 
Masonic  Research  Association  and  the  contribution  made  by  this 
Grand  Chapter. 

Our  Grand  First  Principal  has  outlined  for  us  the  paper 
presented  by  him  at  the  Eighth  Annual  Conference  of  Canadian 
Grand  Chapters  and  we  have  no  doubt  his  remarks  will  be  given 
e/ery  consideration. 

We  share  his  appreciation  of  the  splendid  humanitarian 
work  carried  on  so  successfully  by  the  Royal  Arch  Masons'  Wel- 
fare Committee  of  Toronto  Districts  8  and  8A.  Would  that  such 
efforts  were  emulated  by  other  Districts  in  this  whole  Jurisdic- 
tion? 

We  agree  with  the  Grand  Z's  decision  in  the  matter  of  dis- 
cipline which  he  outlines  and  we  ask  that  Grand  Chapter  approve 
his  actions  therein. 

As  a  practical  business  man  our  Grand  First  Principal  has 
given  us  a  comprehensive  outline  of  his  activities  during  the 
Masonic  Year  now  ending.  We  congratulate  him  on  a  most  suc- 
cessful year,  and  on  behalf  of  Grand  Chapter  we  tender  to  him 
our  sincere  thanks  for  the  services  rendered  by  him.  His  adminis- 
trative ability  commands  our  esteem  and  we  wish  for  him  many 
years  of  service  to  our  Grand  Chapter. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

R.  V.  CONOVER, 

F.  W.  DEAN, 

A.  U.  BRADSHAW, 

C.  M.  PITTS, 

J.  M.  BURDEN,   Chairman. 

It  was  moved  by  M.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  M.  Burden,  seconded  by 
M.  Ex.  Comp.  F.  W.  Dean,  and — 

Resolved — That  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Grand  Z's  address 
be  received  and  adopted. 

REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  WARRANTS  AND 
DISPENSATIONS 

April  27th,  1955. 
To  the  Most  Excellent   the  Grand  First  Principal,   Officers  and 
Companions  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  of  Canada 
The  Committee  on  Warrants  and  Dispensations  has  only  to 
report  that  no  applications  for  Warrants  have  been  received  during 
the  past  year. 
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However,  we  are  aware  of  the  increasing  number  of  Royal 
Arch  Masons  in  some  steadily  growing  communities  of  Northern 
Ontario  which  are  at  a  considerable  distance  from  established 
Chapters.  It  is  our  hope  and  expectation,  that  with  leadership 
and  encouragement  from  constituent  chapters  near  them,  War- 
rants for  new  chapters  in  such  localities  may  be  sought  in  the  near 
future.  Only  bv  having  a  chapter  in  their  immediate  community 
can  Royal  Arch  Masons  enjoy  the  maximum  benefits  which  attend 
a  regular  participation  in  its  activities. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

R.  C.  BRUSHETT. 
F.  H.  DAVIS, 
C.  NAYLOR, 
W.  M.  LEONARD, 
J.  T.  MITCHELL, 
B.  F.  NOTT, 
J.  E.  DAVIDSON. 
It  was  moved  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  L.  House,  seconded  by  R. 
Ex.  Comp.  J.  Earl  Davidson,  and — 

Resolved — That  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Warrants  be  received 
and  adopted. 

REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  CONDITION  OF 
CAPITULAR  MASONRY 

To  the  Most  Excellent,  the  Grand  First  Principal.  Officers  and 
Members,  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada 
Most  Excellent  Sir  and  Companions: 

In  presenting  this  Annual  Report,  it  is  recognized  that  the 
information  contained  therein  was  gleaned  as  a  result  of  a  careful 
study  of  reports  submitted  by  the  various  Grand  Superintendents, 
together  with  particulars  obtained  from  the  Grand  Chapter  Office, 
and  other  Grand  Chapter  Committees.  Your  Committee  desires  to 
submit,  its  investigations  reveal  that  those  of  this  Grand  Chapter 
who  accepted  responsibility  by  way  of  invitation  from  the  Grand 
First  Principal  and  others,  have  applied  themselves  with  industry 
and  diligence  worthy  of  commendation.  We  are  consequently 
able  to  state  that  no  source  of  information  has  been  left  unexplored 
and  it  is  encouraging  to  report  that  the  past  year  has  been  another 
one  of  progression  in  many  phases  of  Grand  Chapter  activities.  We 
believe  the  future  is  bright  and  hopeful  and  may  be  approached 
with  a  high  degree  of  optimism.  Nevertheless,  we  must  at  no  time 
lessen  or  diminish  our  efforts  to  bring  about  greater  efficiency  in 
every  aspect  of  our  responsibilities  —  administrative  and  otherwise. 

Your  Committee  is  gratified  to  observe  that  Grand  Superin- 
tendent s  report  the  conferring  of  degrees  by  Chapter  Officers  is  on 
a  high  level.  However,  it  is  apparent  that  complete  uniformity 
in  the  work  has  not  so  far  been  attained.  We  must,  therefore,  re- 
mind  the  constituent   Chapters   of  the   Instruction    issued   by   the 
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Grand  First  Principal  in  his  Address  a  year  ago,  namely,  that  there 
must  be  no  form  of  innovation  in  our  degree  work  and  that  the 
various  degrees  must  be  conferred  in  conformity  with  "The 
Work".  We  consequently  urge  the  desirability  and  advantage  of 
rehearsals  under  the  guidance  and  advice  of  a  Superintendent  of 
Works,  or  a  Past  Principal:  furthermore,  would  recommend  that 
Chapter  Officers  continually  study  the  latest  "Manual  of  Instruc- 
tions" approved  and  accepted  by  this  Grand  jurisdiction.  We  also 
recommend  that  every  opportunity  be  utilized  for  conferring  de- 
grees with  the  prescribed  musical  ritual.  Indeed,  one  Grand 
Superintendent  reported: 

"I  repeatedly  received  the  suggestion  that  Music  would 
enhance  the  beauty  of  the  work.    However,  in  the  smaller 
Chapters   it   is   impossible   owing   to   the   cost.      It   was 
generally     felt     that    inasmuch     as     other    branches    of 
Masonry  have  been  able  to  produce  musical  services  for 
the  various  Degrees  and  Orders,,  on  disks  cut  for  repro- 
duction  on   Record  Players,    which   would   enable   these 
smaller  Chapters  to  add  music  to  their  work,  could  not 
this  be  done  for  the  Royal  Craft.     If  I  may  say  so,  I  am 
personally  very  much  in  sympathy  with  this  thought, 
and  sincerely  hope  that  something  may  be  done." 
Your  Committee   finds,   however,    that   the   foregoing   suggestion 
was  investigated  some  time  ago  and  the  cost  found  prohibitive.  It 
cannot  be  denied  that  musical  ritual  lends  further  beauty  to  the 
degrees,    this    being    the    reason    your    Committee    urges    its    use 
wherever  the  necessary  appointments  are  available  in  the  Chapter 
Room.     It  must  be  remembered  that  the  impression  gained  by  the 
candidate  at  the  time  he  receives  his  respective  degrees  is  most  im- 
portant, because  this  ultimately  influences  him  in  his  subsequent 
Chapter  activities.     Therefore,  a  degree  well  conferred,   not  only 
satisfies   his   expectations   and   search    for    further   light,    but    un- 
doubtedly will  arouse  in  him  a  desire  to  have  other  Master  Masons 
share  with  him  his  new  found  Masonic  knowledge. 

We  are  pleased  to  report  a  slight  increase  in  attendance  at 
Chapter  Convocations  but  this  is  still  a  matter  of  deep  concern. 
Your  Committee  has  searched  for  the  reasons  and  conditions  re- 
sponsible for  the  obvious  lessening  of  attendance  during  the  past 
several  years  and  is  compelled  to  observe  that  this  is  a  problem 
which  demands  the  immediate  attention  of  all  Chapters  and  action 
taken  to  remedy  it.  For  instance,  your  Committee  discovered 
from  an  analysis  of  Grand  Superintendents'  reports  that  the 
majority  of  Chapters  do  not  commence  sessions  until  8.00  o'clock 
or  afterwards,  and  frequently  do  not  leave  the  Chapter  Room  until 
1 1.00  p.m.  or  later.  This  often  precludes  any  time  for  social  inter- 
course, which  is  also  essentially  part  of  our  Masonic  structure.  It 
is  of  paramount  importance,  therefore,  that  Chapters  open  at  the 
hour  set,  that  officers  be  in  their  respective  stations,  and  that  busi- 
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ness  be  dealt  with  efficiency  and  despatch,  thus  permitting  ample 
time  for  the  reception  of  visitors  and  the  conferring  of  degrees. 

Your  Committee  would  recommend  that  a  program  of  inter- 
Chapter  visitations  be  immediately  instituted  in  the  various  dis- 
tricts, because  we  believe  it  would  be  most  advantageous  in  the 
important  sphere  of  attendance.  A  good  Reception  and  Attend- 
ance Committee  is  also  of  vital  importance  and  can  do  much  to 
cement  and  foster  a  genuine  spirit  of  companionship.  Your  Com- 
mittee suggests  that  First  Principals  of  the  constituent  Chapters 
give  earnest  consideration  to  these  suggestions,  because  we  find 
increased  attendance  and  general  progression  in  those  Chapters 
where  the  First  Principal  obviously  plans  efficiently  every  phase 
of  his  Convocations. 

Your  Committee  is  pleased  to  observe  that  many  Chapters 
have  made  a  concerted  and  satisfactory  effort  in  the  important 
matter  of  arrears  of  dues,  and  it  is  encouraging  to  note  that  a  few 
Chapters  report  no  arrears  in  this  respect.  However,  your  Com- 
mittee is  forced  to  draw  to  the  attention  of  this  Grand  Chapter 
its  grave  concern  regarding  the  number  of  Companions  in  arrears 
of  dues  and  the  amount  involved.  This  is  one  phase  of  adminis- 
tration above  all  which  demands  constant  and  immediate  atten- 
tion by  all  Chapters.  We  are  pleased  to  observe  that  the  Member- 
ship Committee  has  dealt  with  this  important  subject  at  some 
length  and  made  worth-while  suggestions  thereon  which  also  war- 
rant the  study  and  attention  of  all  Chapters.  This  naturally  com- 
pels your  Committee  to  again  refer  to  the  many  Chapters  whose 
annual  dues  are,  in  our  respectful  opinion,  at  a  somewhat  low 
level.  It  is  interesting  to  observe  that  the  annual  dues  of  the 
constituent  Chapters  vary  from  a  low  of  two  dollars  to  a  high  of 
twelve  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

Our  analysis  of  the  financial  status  of  the  constituent  Chapters 
reveals  that  in  many  instances  too  small  a  reserve  exists  and  per- 
haps too  little  attention  has  been  paid  heretofore  to  potential  fin- 
ancial emergencies.  We  believe  it  is  well  that  all  Chapters  from 
time  to  time  give  earnest  consideration  to  their  financial  condition 
and  endeavour  at  all  times  to  have  income  exceed  expenditure. 
While  we  are  pleased  to  note  that  many  Chapters  have  ample  pro- 
tection by  way  of  Insurance  on  regalia,  equipment,  and  other 
assets,  there  are  some  which  obviously  have  given  little  heed  to 
this  important  matter.  We  would,  therefore,  urge  the  Chapters 
to  make  a  review  of  Insurance  coverage  to  determine  if  the  protec- 
tion is  commensurate  with  the  value  of  regalia  and  other  parapher- 
nalia, remembering  that  there  has  been  a  considerable  up-trend  in 
the  cost  thereof  during  the  past  few  years.  We  also  observe  from 
reports  submitted,  that  in  the  majority  of  instances  Chapter  regalia 
is  in  very  good  condition.  This,  of  course,  is  extremely  important 
because,  combined  with  excellent  Chapter  equipment,  it  contri- 
butes much  to  the  beauty  of  our  respective  degrees. 
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Your  Committee  is  also  pleased  to  note  the  number  of  dis- 
tricts in  which  Divine  Services  have  been  held;  moreover,  there 
has  been  a  marked  improvement  in  the  attendance  of  Companions. 
The  importance  of  attendance  at  these  Services  cannot  be  under- 
estimated because  the  public  reputation  of  our  institution  is  form- 
ed, or  affected,  on  such  occasions. 

Your  Committee  would  again  voice  its  appreciation  to  the 
Royal  Arch  Masons  Welfare  Committee  of  the  Toronto  Districts 
for  its  continued  excellent  work  in  the  transporting  of  mothers 
and  children  to  Bronte  Camp  for  the  Toronto  City  Mission,  and 
its  regular  visitations,  comforts,  and  entertainment  furnished  to 
War  Veterans  confined  to  the  Red  Chevron  Hospital  in  Toronto. 
Moreover,  it  has  continued  its  visitations  to  out-of-town  Royal 
Arch  Masons  confined  to  hospitals  in  Toronto  or  its  vicinity.  This 
active  application  of  Masonic  beliefs  is  worthy  of  the  highest 
praise. 

A  careful  review  of  reports  presented  by  the  Grand  Superin- 
tendents indicates  they  have  had  a  proper  appreciation  of  the  re- 
sponsibilities of  their  important  office  and  made  an  earnest  endea- 
vour to  discharge  them  to  the  complete  satisfaction  of  their  respec- 
tive districts  and  this  Grand  Chapter  generally.  In  every  instance 
they  report  progression  in  nearly  every  phase  of  Chapter  activities. 
Lodges  and  Chapters  of  Instruction  have  been  held,  which 
obviously  have  been  most  helpful  to  Chapter  Officers  and  Com- 
panions. District  meetings  have  been  held  periodically  with  open 
and  frank  discussions  on  the  many  problems  which  arise  from 
time  to  time,  and  advice  given  which  has  been  of  the  most  bene- 
ficial nature.  Your  Committee  would  be  negligent  if  it  did  not 
voice  its  approbation  to  the  Grand  Superintendents  for  the  contri- 
bution they  have  made  in  their  respective  districts  throughout  their 
term  of  office. 

Your  Committee  has  been  particularly  impressed  with  the 
loyalty  and  zeal  displayed  by  the  Scribes  "E"  and  Treasurers  of 
the  constituent  Chapters.  The  Scribe  "E"  holds  a  very  important 
office  in  the  Chapter  and  his  duties,  properly  performed,  are 
most  demanding.  He  should,  therefore,  not  be  burdened  with 
responsibilities  which  in  reality  belong  to  the  First  Principal,  or 
other  officers,  or  Committee  members.  However,  the  Grand 
Scribe  "E"  has  informed  your  Committee  that  many  Chapter  re- 
turns do  not  reach  the  Grand  Chapter  Office  on,  or  before,  January 
31st  of  each  year,  which  is  a  requirement  under  the  Constitution. 
We  therefore  must  impress  upon  all  Chapters  that  their  returns 
must  be  made  available  no  later  than  the  prescribed  date,  otherwise 
it  is  difficult  for  the  various  Committees,  and  others,  to  prepare 
the  necessary  reports  for  Grand  Chapter  Convocation. 

May  we  also  draw  to  the  attention  of  all  Companions,  the 
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necessity — yes.  even  the  duty,  of  a  study  of  the  "Proceedings  of 
Grand  Chapter".  This  contains  a  complete  presentation  of  every 
phase  of  Grand  Chapter  administration.  A  study  of  this  will 
reveal  a  wealth  of  information  which  cannot  be  obtained  from 
any  other  source:  moreover,  will  give  inspiration  and  pride  to  all 
members  of  this  Grand  jurisdiction.  Your  Committee  desires  to 
tender  its  congratulations  to  Most  Excellent  Companion  R.  V.  E. 
Conover.  for  the  most  informative,  but  precise  review  contained 
in  the  "Proceedings  of  Grand  Chapter"  under  the  heading  "The 
Royal  Craft  in  the  Four  Divisions  of  the  Globe".  A  study  of  this 
will  impart  knowledge  to  all  Companions  concerning  the  condi- 
tions of  the  Royal  Craft  in  those  Grand  jurisdictions  in  corres- 
pondence with  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons.  Your 
Committee  is  compelled  to  remark  that  the  "Proceedings  of  Grand 
Chapter"  has  not  heretofore  received  the  attention  of  the  con- 
stituent Chapters  it  so  richly  deserves.  Therefore,  arrangements 
were  made  some  time  ago  that  four  copies  of  this  be  sent  to  all 
constituent  Chapters  —  one  for  the  three  Principals,  the  other  for 
the  Scribe  "E",  although  the  actual  purpose  was  to  have  sufficient 
volumes  available  for  study  by  the  Companions.  Your  Committee 
would  urge  that  full  advantage  be  taken  of  the  opportunities  made 
available  for  a  review  thereof.  The  Companions,  however,  should 
be  advised  that  a  copy  may  be  obtained  from  one  of  the  Principals, 
or  the  Scribe  "E",  for  serious  perusal  and  contemplation. 

Your  Committee  desires  to  express  to  Most  Ex.  Comp.  J.  A. 
M.  Taylor,  now  concluding  his  term  of  office,  appreciation  not 
only  for  the  opportunity  given  to  serve,  and  his  kindly  co-opera- 
tion at  all  times,  but  above  all,  gratitude  for  his  ceaseless  and  un- 
tiring efforts  in  behalf  of  this  Grand  jurisdiction.  He  has  been 
a  constant  source  of  inspiration  and  we  have  been  the  beneficiaries 
of  his  administration,  guidance,  and  counsel.  Likewise,  we  ack- 
nowledge with  thanks  and  appreciation  the  co-operation  given  by 
the  Grand  Scribe  "E",  and  others  of  this  Grand  Chapter,  who 
have  furnished  the  necessary  information  upon  which  this  report 
has  been  compiled. 

Your  Committee  is  respectfully  of  opinion  that  while  material 
progress  is  most  essential  and  desirable,  the  accomplishments  and 
achievements  of  this  Grand  Chapter  should  not,  and  cannot,  be 
estimated  strictly  from  this  viewpoint  alone.  Such  an  attitude, 
we  suggest,  is  not  consistent  with  our  teachings,  concepts,  and 
principles.  Therefore,  as  a  result  of  a  careful  review  of  the  infor- 
mation received  through  the  various  channels  at  our  command, 
together  with  personal  observations,  it  is  our  considered  opinion 
that  within  this  Grand  jurisdiction  there  is  a  full  realization  of 
those  great  fundamentals  which  are  the  basis  of  our  whole  struc- 
ture: moreover,  the  constituent  Chapters  are  continuing  to  make 
a  contribution   towards  cementing  ties,   fostering  the   doctrine  of 
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human  commonality,  and  creating  a  universal  brotherhood  under 
God,  recognizing  and  respecting  the  rights  of  other  peoples.  Let 
us  continue  to  hearken  and  put  into  active  operation  the  words  of 
the  Poet  who  wrote: 

"Let  me  give  to  the  world  the  best  that  I  can, 
Let  me  walk  with  my  Companions  hand  in  hand, 
Let  my  faith  be  firm  and  my  heart  be  light, 
And  my  courage  strong  in  the  cause  of  right. 


Let  me  give  to  the  world  good  will  and  cheer, 
Let  me  offer  a  smile  for  each  haunting  fear, 
Let  me  cast  no  stone,  let  me  judge  no  man, 
Let  me  ever  extend  a  helping  hand. 

Let  me  love,  let  me  live,  let  me  laugh,  let  me  work, 
Though  duties  be  hard  let  me  never  shirk, 
Let  me  pattern  my  life  from  the  Master  Man, 
Let  me  give  to  the  world  the  best  I  can." 

Those  who  have  accepted  the  responsibility  to  direct  and  ad- 
minister Masonry  in  its  various  spheres  frequently  remind  us  that 
at  no  time  in  our  history  has  there  been  a  period  when  the  challenge 
to  our  concepts  and  principles,  and  to  us  as  individuals,  was  quite 
so  serious  and  demanding.  We  must,  therefore,  of  necessity  scru- 
tinize the  present  with  candor,  admonish  each  other  as  Compan- 
ions, construct  with  surpassing  wisdom,  and  thus  meet  this  chal- 
lenge, for  only  by  responding  with  the  ultimate  in  sacrifice  can  it 
be  met,  and  our  sublime  heritage,  in  an  improved  state,  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  Companions  of  tomorrow.  With  a  deep  under- 
standing of  our  great  heritage  let  us  face  the  future  with  a  true 
knowledge  of  it  and  so  govern  ourselves  that  the  future  may  be 
proud  to  include  us  in  its  heritage. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

J.  H.  HUGHES, 

J.  C.  LEITH, 

J.  F.  ADAMSON, 

C.  J.  BAXENDALE, 

M.   A.   SEARLE,   Chairman. 

It  was  moved  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  L.  House,  seconded  by  R. 
Ex.  Comp.  M.  A.  Searle,  and — 

Resolved — That  the  report  of  the  Special  Committee  on  Conditions  of 
Capitular  Masonry  be  received  and  adopted. 
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REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  BENEVOLENCE 

To  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  "Z".  Officers  and  Members  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada 

Most  Excellent  Grand  "Z"  and  Companions: 

Your  Committee  on  Benevolence  has  considered  the  Applica- 
tions for  Relief  and  we  recommend  that  an  appropriation  be  made 
in  the  Estimates  for  the  coming  Grand  Chapter  year  for  Grants  to 
the  following: 

Chapter         Grant  in  Favor  of  Amount 

1     Widow  of  G.  McN $100.00 

3     Widow  of  S.  M.  C 200.00 

5     Widow  of  G.  S.  M 200.00 

8     Widow  of  R.  J 100.00 

53     Daughter  of  J.  S 100.00 

62     Widow  of  J.  B 100.00 

77     Widow  of  L.  C.  L 200.00 

145     Daughter  of  J.  C 200.00 

Special— Widow  of  E.  S 200.00 

$1,400.00 
We  further  recommend  that  an  amount  of  $400.00  be  pro- 
vided for  Interim  Relief,  if  it  be  needed  before  the  next  Annual 
Convocation  of  Grand  Chapter. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

D.  C.  PATMORE, 
R.  N.  McELHINNEY, 
F.   W.   DEAN,    Chairman. 
It  was  moved  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  L.  House,  seconded  by  M. 
Ex.  Comp.  F.  W.  Dean,  and — 

Resolved — That  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Benevolence  be  re- 
ceived p.nd  adopted. 

COMMITTEE  ON  BENEVOLENCE 

Moved  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  L.  House,  seconded  by  R.  Ex. 
Comp.  M.  S.  Gooderham,  and — 

The  following  Companions  comprise  the  Committee  on 
Benevolence  and  are  members  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  Grand 
Chapter  for  the  respective  years: 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  R.  N.  McElhinney,  retires  1958. 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  F.  W.  Dean,  retires  in  1956. 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  D.  C.  Patmore,  retires  in  1957 

REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  FINANCE 

To  the  Most  Excellent,  the  Grand  Z,  Officers  and  Members  of  the 

Grand  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada 
Most  Excellent  Sir  and  Companions: 

The  Committee  on  Finance  submits  herewith  its  report  for 
the  year  ending  February  28,  1955. 
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The  reports  of  the  Grand  Treasurer,  the  Auditor  and  the 
Grand  Scribe  E  for  the  year  ending  February  28,  1955,  have  been 
reviewed  by  the  members  of  this  Committee,  and  these  reports 
are  now  being  submitted  to  this  Grand  body  for  consideration. 

We  find  that  these  reports  fully  and  accurately  set  out  in 
detail  all  transactions  pertaining  to  the  financial  position  of  this 
Grand  Chapter  for  the  fiscal  year.  All  items  of  receipts  and  dis- 
bursements in  respect  to  the  General  Fund,  the  Victory  Thanks- 
giving Benevolent  Fund,  the  Centennial  Fund,  the  Grand  Chapter 
Life  Membership  Fund,  and  the  Chapters'  Life  Membership  Fund 
are  properly  detailed,  and  these  reports  contain  complete  schedules 
of  the  securities  in  which  these  funds  are  now  invested. 

Exhibit  "A"  is  a  balance  sheet  showing  all  assets  and  all 
liabilities  of  Grand  Chapter.  It  includes  the  funds  which  are 
entrusted  to  and  over  which  Grand  Chapter  has  any  control. 

The  undipped  coupons  amounting  to  $55  are  coupons  which 
were  attached  to  bonds  which  have  been  purchased  before  the  close 
of  the  year  but  have  not  been  actually  delivered  to  our  custody 
until  after  the  close  of  the  year.  In  order  to  account  for  them 
they  were  shown  as  set  forth  in  the  statement  of  assets. 

While  we  are  pleased  to  note  that  the  amount  of  $459.37 
owing  by  constituent  chapters  is  almost  50%  less  than  the  amount 
owing  in  1954,  we  do  urge  that  the  constituent  chapters  make 
their  remittances  more  promptly. 

Among  the  liabilities  you  will  note  that  there  is  an  unexpend- 
ed reserve  of  $1,182.95.  This  is  made  up  of  an  appropriation  set 
aside  for  Masonic  education  amounting  to  $1,182.95.  Notwith- 
standing this  reserve  a  further  appropriation  of  $125  is  being 
included  in  the  estimates  for  education  for  the  coming  year. 

The  details  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  Victory 
Thanksgiving  Benevolent  Fund,  the  Life  Membership  Fund,  the 
Centennial  Fund,  and  the  Chapter's  Life  Membership  Fund  are 
set  out  in  schedules  1,  2,  3  and  4,  exhibit  "B".  You  will  note 
that  the  income  account  of  the  Victory  Thanksgiving  Fund  has 
increased  by  unspent  accrued  interest  to  the  extent  of  $725.15. 
The  Centennial  Fund  should,  we  believe,  have  $1,000  allocated 
as  its  contribution  for  next  year,  and  this  Committee  so  recom- 
mends as  is  indicated  in  the  estimates  below. 

The  Comparative  Revenue  and  Expenditure  Account  marked 
exhibit  "B"  indicates  that  our  expenditures  exceeded  our  budget 
by  $489.23  due  mainly  to  our  contribution  of  $500  to  the  Hurri- 
cane Relief  Fund.  However,  the  year's  operations  resulted  in  a 
net  revenue  of  $288.77  which  has  been  credited  to  the  General 
Reserve  on  the  balance  sheet,  exhibit  "A". 

Certain  of  our  securities  have  matured  during  the  fiscal  year 
and  these  funds  have  been  re-invested  in  high  grade  trustee  securi- 
ties, and  the  auditor  certifies  they  have  been  examined  and  found 
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to  be  in  order.  They  are  held  in  the  place  and  custody  authorized 
by  Grand  Chapter.  The  par  value  of  securities  covering  all  funds 
amounts  to  $163,700. 

The  onerous  duties  of  the  Grand  Scribe  E  are  being  dis- 
charged with  efficiency  and  this  committee  recommends  that  his 
salary  be  increased  from  $3,600  to  $4,200  per  year  as  shown  in 
the  estimates  below. 

The  office  assistant  to  our  Grand  Scribe  E  continues  to  give 
good  and  faithful  service  and,  having  in  mind  prevailing  secretarial 
salaries  and  adequate  compensation,  this  committee  recommends 
that  her  salary  be  increased  from  $2,200  to  $2,340  per  year. 

The  Printing  Committee  has  been  successful  in  reducing  the 
cost  of  printing  the  proceedings  by  over  $200  and  anticipates  a 
further  reduction  of  $100  next  year.  General  Printing,  however, 
will  increase  by  $100. 

Due  to  increased  hotel  costs,  it  is  necessary  to  increase  our 
Grand  Convocation  estimates  from  $3,000  to  $3,200. 

The  crowded  conditions  of  the  Grand  Chapter  office  requires 
that  additional  office  furniture  be  purchased  for  the  safekeeping 
of  valuable  Grand  Chapter  records.  This  committee  recommends 
the  expenditure  of  $300  for  office  furniture  as  shown  in  the 
estimates  below. 

The  hazards  and  liabilities  against  which  constituent  chapters 
and  Grand  Chapter  must  obtain  protection,  requires  that  an  insur- 
ance policy  be  taken  out  providing  total  coverage  for  three  years, 
with  the  exception  of  car  coverage  which  can  be  taken  on  a  yearly 
basis  only.  The  estimated  cost  of  this  policy  is  $4,236  for  the 
first  year  and  $585  for  the  second  and  third  years.  The  first 
year  coverage  is  being  included  in  the  estimates.  We  would  draw 
to  your  attention,  however,  that  Grand  Chapter  will  receive 
$1,800  per  year  from  the  constituent  chapters. 

REVENUE  AND  EXPENDITURE 

For  the  Fiscal  Year  —  Ending  February  28,  1956 

REVENUE 

Registration  Fees $  3,200.00 

Dues  per  Capita 13,500.00 

Dues  per  Capita  Liability  Insurance 1,800.00 

Life  Membership  Dues 2,500.00 

Dispensations     150.00 

Interest  on  Investment  and  Funds  on  Deposit 2,200.00 


$23,350.00 
EXPENDITURES 

Grand  Scribe  E.  Compensation $4,200.00 

Secretarial    2,340.00 

Phone,  Postage  and  Miscellaneous 1,200.00 

Rent   1,380.00 

Grand    Historian 300.00 
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Printing-  Proceedings $1,700.00 

General    600.00 


Travelling— Grand   Z $1,500.00 

General  500.00 


2,300.00 
2,050.00 


Forward    13,770.00 

Audit  Fee  400.00 

Expenses  of  Convocation $3,200.00 

Executive  Committee 1,400.00 

Education    125.00 

4,725.00 


Jewels  and  Engraving 700.00 

Grant  to  Masonic  Library 125.00 

Centennial  Fund 1,000.00 

Grant  to  Canadian  Masonic  Research  Assoc. 50.00 

Chapter's  Life  Membersihp  Fund 11.00 

Office  Furniture 300.00 

Regalia  for  Grand  Z 200.00 

Testimonial  to  Retiring  Grand  Z 350.00 

Constituent  Chapters   and   Grand   Chapter   Li- 
ability Insurance 4,236.00 


$25,867.00 

Estimated  Loss $2,517.00 

We  would  draw  to  your  attention  that  while  there  is  a  bud- 
geted deficit  for  next  year  the  net  return  from  the  constituent 
chapters  of  the  Insurance  coverage  provides  a  minimum  amount 
of  $1,215  for  the  second  and  third  years.  Credit  for  this  insurance 
paid  in  advance  would  leave  a  budgetted  deficit  of  $87.00. 

All  of  this  is  fraternally  and  respectively  submitted  on  behalf 
of  the  committee. 

J.  E.  GIRVEN, 
Chairman  Finance  Committee. 
It  was  moved  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  L.  House,  seconded  by  R. 
Ex.  Comp.  J.  E.  Girven,  and — 

Resolved — That  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  received 
and  adopted. 

REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  FRATERNAL  DEAD 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  First  Principal  Z,  Officers  and 
Members  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada 

Most  Excellent  Sir  and  Companions: 

Your  Executive  Committee  through  the  Committee  on  Fra- 
ternal Dead  beg  to  submit  the  following  report: 

We  are  standing  today  on  the  steps  of  the  altar  of  memory. 
That  altar  has  been  consecrated  by  the  thought  of  the  Companions 
gone  on  before  us. 

It  has  been  bathed  with  tears  of  sorrow  and  hallowed  by 
thoughts  of  love  and  friendship. 

We  peer  back  through  the  mists  of  recollection  that  rise  like 
incense  and  we  listen  to  the  roll  of  the  departed  Companions,  each 
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one  of  us  has  doubtless  added  to  that  list  other  Companions  and 
friends  who  have  passed  through  the  gateway  of  death  in  other 
years. 

No  one  of  us  knew  all  of  them  yet  all  of  them  like  us  in  our 
great  fraternity  have  knelt  in  darkness  and  have  arisen  into  light. 
Now  their  souls  are  in  a  more  noble  Temple  where  a  brighter  and 
more  glorious  light  will  shine  forever. 

It  is  for  us,  the  living,  to  remember  and  to  implant  their  vir- 
tues in  our  lives  and  thus  pay  tribute  to  their  esteemed  memory. 

We  remember  today  453  of  our  Fraternal  Dead  and  attached 
to  this  report  is  the  list  of  our  own  departed  Companions  in  our 
jurisdiction  and  also  of  those  late  distinguished  Companions  in  our 
sister  jurisdictions. 

We  wish  to  name  only  one  of  our  own  Fraternal  Dead  in  the 
person  of  the  late  Senior  Past  Grand  Principal,  Most  Excellent 
Companion  Llewellyn  Frederick  Stephens,  who  passed  on  to  the 
Grand  Chapter  above  on  March  12th,  1955.  We  honour  his 
memory  today  in  this  memorial  report. 

Now  Companions  all — with  the  help  of  God — let  us  prayer- 
fully consecrate  our  lives  anew,   to  the  highest  principles  of  the 
God  who  gives  life  and  who  has  the  right  to  take  it  away. 
Let  us  pledge  a  truer  charity. 
Let  us   pledge   a   stricter   justice. 
Let  us  pledge  a  greater  love. 
"The  souls  of  the  righteous  are  in   the  hands  of  God,   and  no 

torment  shall  touch  them. 
In  the  eyes  of  the  foolish  they  seemed  to  die  and  their  departure 

was  accounted  for  their  hurt. 
And  their  going  from  us  was  taken  to  be  their  ruin:  but  they  are 

in  peace. 
For  in  the  Lord  is  their  reward,  and  the  care  of  them  is  with  the 

Most  High 
Therefore  shall  they  receive  a  glorious  Kingdom,  and  a  crown  of 
beauty  from  the  Lord's  Own  hand." 

"Father  into  thy  gracious  keeping 
Leave  we  now  thy  servants  sleeping." 
Signed  by  the  Committee  on  Fraternal  Dead, 
RT.  EX.  COMPS.  REV.  C.  E.  ARMSTRONG,  Grand  Chap. 
J.  H.  FORBES,  Chairman 
P.  S.  CONNIBEAR, 
KELLY, 
KINGSTON, 
McDERMID, 
DOUGLAS. 

It  was  moved  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  L.  House,  seconded  by  R. 
Ex.  Comp.  Rev.  C.  E.  Armstrong,  and — 

Resolved — That  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Fraternal  Dead  be 
received. 
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DEATHS  1954 
Chapter 
No. 
1     V.  Ex.  Comp.  V.  W.  Bryant,  V.  Ex.  Comp.  G.  M.  Robinson 

5  R  Ex.  Comp.  J.  E.  Keays,  R.  Ex.  Comp.  H.  J.  McCallum 

6  V.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  E.  Grady 
20     V.  Ex.  Comp.  G.  A.  Bowden 

30  R.  Ex.  Comp.  H.  G.  Dunlop,  V.  Ex.  Comp.  W.  G.  McMillan 

37  V.  Ex.  Comp.  M.  P.  Wickett 

53  R.  Ex.  Comp.  D.  W.  Duncan 

62  R.  Ex.  Comp.  W.  E.  Hopkins,  R.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  H.  Purdy 

72  R.  Ex.  Comp.  C.  F.  Walt 

77  V.  Ex.  Comp.  L.  H.  Luke 

82  V.  Ex.  Comp.  F.  Stanworth 

83  V.  Ex.  Comp.  E.  H.  Sproule 
88  V.  Ex.  Comp.  G.  E.  Clark 

102  R.  Ex.  Comp.  C.  W.  McCrea,  R.  Ex.  Comp.  G.  E.  Richardson 

112  R.  Ex.  Comp.  C.  W.  Marsh 

117  R.  Ex.  Comp.  W.  G.  Duench 

144  R.  Ex.  Comp.  F.  M.  Dure 
203  R.  Ex.  Comp.  R.  LeHeup 
219  V.  Ex.  Comp.  W.  Phillips 
222  R.  Ex.  Comp.  S.  F.  Smith 
225  R.  Ex.  Comp.  W.  J.  Brackner 
232  V.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  C.  M.  McBeth 
246  V.  Ex.  Comp.  E.  Lunnon 

252     M.  Ex.  Comp.  Fred  Moore  (Michigan) 

DIED  FROM  JANUARY  1  TO  MARCH  31,  1955 
Chapter 

No. 
175     M.  Ex.  Comp.  L.  F.  Stephens 

37     R.  Ex.  Comp.  S.  N.  Haskill 

94  R.  Ex.  Comp.  R.  C.  Nugent 

95  R.  Ex.  Comp.  W.  McDonald 
102     R.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  R.  Spence 

145  V.  Ex.  Comp.  W.  R.  Ledger 

To  our  Sister  Jurisdictions  in  the  Dominion  of  Canada  and  the  United 
States  of  America  we  extend  sincere  sympathy  for  the  loss  of  their  dis- 
tinguished Companions. 
Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Alberta- — 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Harry  Sandilands— Grand  Z.  1936-1937 
Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  British  Columbia — 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  William  R.  Yule— Grand  Z.  1936-1937 
Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Nova  Scotia — 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Thomas  Van  Buskirk  Bingay— Grand  H.P.  1908 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Thomas  Gordon  Ives— Grand  H.P.  1939-1940 
Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Saskatchewan — 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Herbert  S.  Bell— Grand  Z.  1949-1950 
Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Alabama — 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Joseph  D.  Matlock— Grand  H.P.  1918 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Col.  Woolsey  Finnell— Grand  H.P.  1928 
The  Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Arizona — 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Andrew  R.  Meloy — Grand  R.A.  Captain 
The  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Arkansas — 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Jarvis  Q.  Lane— Grand  H.P.  1946-1947 
Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Delaware — 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Charles  R.  Cannon— Grand  H.P.  1940 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Harry  R.  Craig— Grand  H.P.  1951 
The  M.E.  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  State  of  Florida — 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Richard  Houghton— Grand  H.P.  1952-1953 
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Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Georgia — 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  John  B.  Russell— Grand  H.P.  1934 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  A.  T.  Harrison— Grand  H.P.  1952 
Grand  Chapter  of  Kentucky  Royal  Arch  Masons 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Hugh  Moore— Grand  H.P.  1929-1930 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  George  L.  Blackford— Grand  H.P.  1935-1936 
Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Louisiana — 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Gordon  C.  Woods— Grand  H.P.  1944 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Clarence  McD.  Leland— Grand  H.P.  1946 
Grand  Chapter  of  Maine  Royal  Arch  Masons — 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Adin  Loring  Hopkins — Grand  H.P.  1949 
Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Michigan — 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Stanley  A.  Farnum— Grand  H.P.  1927-1928 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Fred  Wm.  Moore— Grand  H.P.  1950-1951 
The  Grand  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Nebraska — 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Nile  O.  Walther— Grand  H.P.  1936-1937 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  George  H.  Holdeman— Grand  H.P.  1941-1942 
Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Nevada — 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Andrew  Ruckteschler— Grand  H.P.  1935-1936 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Scott  E.  Jameson— Grand  H.P.  1943-1944 
Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  State  of  New  Hampshire — 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Eugene  P.  Hadley— Grand  H.P.  1924 
Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  State  of  Ohio — 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Anthony  T.  Vollmann— Grand  H.P.  1950-1951. 
The  Grand  Master  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Oregon — 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Wayne  F.  Whealdon— Grand  H.P.  1943-1944 
Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania — 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Thomas  N.  McKee— Grand  H.P.  1931-1932 
Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  South  Dakota — 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Arthur  B.  McKeel— Grand  H.P.  1920-1921 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  William  T.  Clark— Grand  H.P.  1936-1937 
Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Tennessee — 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Hugh  McN.  Barnett— Grand  H.P.  1938 
Grand  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Texas — 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Albert  A.  McSweeny— Grand  H.P.  1952-1953 
Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  the  State  of  Vermont — 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Allan  D.  Ball— Grand  H.P.  1923 
Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Wisconsin — 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Edward  P.  Andrews— Grand  H.P.  1931 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Herbert  W.  Dixon— Grand  H.P.  1933 

DEATHS  1954 

1— G.  M.  Robinson,  J.  S.  Dillon,  H.  Smithies,  G.  B.  McKay,  V.  W.  Bryant, 
J.  L.  Zaber,  J.  A.  Calvert,  S.  V.  McCaig.  2— G.  L.  Wagstaffe,  H.  Hamer, 
D.  P.  D.  Maines,  F.  Horrocks,  W.  C.  Brittain,  J.  Cuthbert,  J.  Bryan,  H. 
Goldberg,  F.  A.  Schelter.  3— J.  C.  Miller,  A.  Carswell,  A.  R.  Rout- 
ledge,  F.  N.  Ware,  G.  H.  Sillifant,  A.  D.  H.  J.  Adams,  W.  E.  Cane.  4— 
W.  C.  McBrien,  J.  B.  Williamson,  T.  L.  Cooke.  5— H.  A.  Dowell,  J.  R. 
Craig,  J.  E.  Keays,  A.  C.  Greenfield,  H.  E.  Best,  A.  R.  Neil,  J.  S.  Rear- 
don.  6— C.  H.  Mitchell,  J.  W.  Bell,  J.  D.  Baillie,  R.  E.  Smith,  W.  Dear- 
ness.  7-^J.  R.  Burgess,  J.  G.  Lloyd,  E.  R.  Clark,  V.  W.  Byrant.  8— W. 
W.  Harvey,  W.  T.  Coward,  L.  P.  Conacher,  A.  L.  Hargrave,  F.  G.  Stroud, 

F.  W.  H.  Burns.  15— T.  W.  Shillinglaw,  C.  D.  Dean,  C.  Arnberg,  J.  A. 
Logan,  W.  R.  Paul,  T.  F.  Manser,  R.  A.  Paul.  16— E.  Roberts,  W.  J. 
Taylor,  L.  N.  Wadlin,  E.  D.  Watson,  N.  R.  Hay,  W.  R.  Smith,  F.  T. 
Bradley.  18— C.  H.  Walker,  E.  O.  Collins,  J.  Jolly.  19— E.  Inwood,  G. 
W.  Berry,  J.  Harris,  T.  H.  Bellingham.  20— H.  Bond,  M.  L.  Edy,  G.  A. 
Bowden,  W.  R.  Byers.  22— G.  T.  Birch.  23— J.  C.  Kayser,  C.  H.  Ferris, 
A.  J.  Schram,  F.  C.  Fasken,  J.  L.  Averette,  K.  M.  Macintosh,  G.  H.  Lea, 

G.  Bonham,  A.  G.  Gray,  L.  Swain,  E.  S.  Copeman,  C.  D.  Wedrick.     24— N. 
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H.  Seigel,  N.  A.  Brown,  W.  H.  Riehl.  26— B.  H.  Bowen,  E.  A.  Simmons, 
H.  G.  Glover.  27— A.  H.  Chalmers,  W.  Inkster,  W.  H.  Conner,  J.  N. 
Foote,  W.  A.  Wheeler.  28— H.  D.  Hamilton.  29— H.  E.  Foster,  J. 
Lampman,  K.  J.  Shirton,  A.  McDonald,  J.  Sebben.       30 — H.  C.  Dunlop, 

A.  R.  McAllister,  F.  R.  Darrow,  W.  G.  McMillan.  31— D.  R.  Piatt,  F.  A. 
Collier,  D.  S.  Ainsworth,  F.  A.  Pringle.  .  32— C.  R.  Grill,  F.  Lawrence, 
G.  J.  Little.  34— C.  H.  Beelby.  35— F.  P.  Wood.  36— F.  C.  Weber, 
N.  D.  Buchanan,  R.  A.  Boucher,  W.  Noftall,  J.  Duisdale,  H.  Dodds.      37— 

D.  N.  Warner,  M.  P.  Wickett,  F.  Glover,  N.  E.  Johnson,  W.  F.  Embleton. 
40— J.  G.  Hill,  A.  R.  Hockin.  41— W.  E.  G.  Wilson,  E.  A.  Symons,  J. 
Jones.  44— G.  S.  Reid.  45— W.  J.  Onyan.  46— F.  Gamary.  47— W. 
Holder.  48— S.  F.  Kinsman.  53— D.  W.  Duncan,  R.  E.  Culbert,  J. 
Vance.  54 — W.  R.  Mason,  G.  W.  Parsons,  C.  Ferguson,  E.  Barnes,  W. 
W.  Colledge,  E.  A.  Horten,  J.  M.  Ryan,  J.  H.  Crocker,  W.  Swindells,  W. 
Parker.  55— W.  J.  Sharpies.  56— J.  H.  McLauchlan,  K.  C.  McKay. 
57— A.  Charland,  F.  Davies.  59— M.  J.  Hitchcock,  C.  R.  Johnston,  G.  H. 
Armstrong,  S.  Kew,  L.  Harte,  C.  D.  Orr.  61 — J.  K.  Kelly,  W.  E.  Scott. 
62-^J.  H.  Purdy,  J.  H.  Elliott,  M.  Engers,  W.  E.  Hopkings.  63— W.  D. 
Splan,  W.  H.  Mitchell.  64—0.  J.  Thorpe.  65— H.  C.  Scarth,  J.  B. 
Laidlaw,  T.  W.  Jull,  W.  P.  Mulock.  67— T.  Morris,  D.  G.  Freeland,  H. 
W.  Ladd.  68— W.  W.  Babier.  69— F.  A.  Vandyke,  E.  S.  Johnson,  S.  J. 
Wilson.  71— F.  G.  Batts,  F.  M.  Bailey.  72— C.  F.  Walt.  73— L. 
Hoover.  74— J.  G.  Marshall,  E.  A.  Arthur.  75— E.  L.  Rondall,  J.  R. 
Mitchell.  76— W.  G.  Prebble.  77— L.  H.  Luke,  A.  A.  Burridge,  A. 
Dickinson,  W.  Clink,  C.  Heintzman,  F.  W.  Matthews.  79 — P  Sneddon, 
H.  G.  Thompson,  C.  H.  Allen,  G.  Heath,  F.  H.  Schmidt,  J.  Vear.      80— R. 

B.  Moore,  R.  Banfill,  W.  B.  Haggart,  E.  W.  Morris,  O.  Rolfson.  81— A. 
Smith,  A.  E.  Richardson.  82— P.  Tonge,  Jr.,  W.  P.  Riley,  J.  W.  McKay, 
F.  Stanworth,  J.  G.  Ferguson,  F.  W.  Brown,  K.  C.  Bliss,  F.  T.  Matthews, 
F.  Gill,  D.  Norwell,  C.  H.  Humby.      83— E.  H.  Sproule,  J.  R.  Morrow,  H. 

C.  Barber.  84— A.  J.  Walker.  88— W.  Lindsay,  G.  E.  Clark.  —90— 
T.  R.  Bull,  W.  J.  McPherson,  G.  M,  McKenzie,  J.  Ramsay.  91— G.  A. 
Miller,  L.  Bullock,  E.  A.  L.  Puffer,  J.  H.  Atkins,  J.  B.  Smith,  G.  E.  Sutton, 
J.  Davidson,  A.  B.  Stone,  H.  S.  McHenry.  94— G.  Brooks,  W.  Abbott,  A. 
W.  Williams,  W.  D.  Stevens.  95— C.  A.  Gamble,  F.  Meek.  102— C.  W. 
McCrea,  W.  H.  Craig,  S.  W.  Bryant,  C.  W.  Coulter,  N.  Bettke,  W.  Thome, 
A.  W.  Simpson,  G.  E.  Richardson,  J.  MacLeod,  F.  E.  Allen,  G.  Shanks,  J. 
R.  Watson,  J.  W.  Cottrell.  103— W.  B.  Harvey,  W.  A.  S.  Thompson,  H.  F. 
Graham,  A.  H.  McMullin.  104— S.  F.  Wiffen.  112— G.  Foster,  C.  W. 
Marsh.  113— C.  R.  Hamilton,  J.  Hunter.  114— J.  E.  Colson.  115— C. 
H.  Tincknell,  E.   S.   Copeman.     116— W.  J.   Porterfield,   F.   Watson,   W. 

D.  Cram.      117— W.  G.  Duench,  C.  F.  Theile,  J.  R.  Falconer,  R.  Maxwell, 

E.  Hamel.  119^J.  H.  Harris,  J.  W.  Bateman,  R.  A.  Logan,  A.  E.  Elliot, 
R.  H.  LaMarsh,  M.  B.  Truax,  W.  F.  Williams,  T.  Rowly.  129— J.  D. 
McNairn,  J.  While,  W.  A.  Smith.  131— D.  J.  Byers.  133— R.  Hawkins, 
O.  J.  Bellamy,  C.  M.  Eaton,  F.  G.  Pippard,  F.  E.  Chase.  134— W.  E. 
Tummond,  W.  H.  Lowes,  W.  I.  Taylor,  W.  Short,  J.  L.  McPhadgen,  S.  C. 
Brandon,  T.  D.  Bell,  L.  A.  Sharpe,  G.  G.  Woodward,  J.  H.  Kidd.  135— A. 
A.  Walters.  138— A.  Bamford,  W.  T.  Lyons,  J.  B.  Morrow,  F.  E.  Wil- 
liams, F.  T.  Chubb,  J.  S.  Irving,  W.  J.  Curtis,  F.  T.  Groome,  M.  Ryan,  A. 

E.  Curtis,  W.  A.  Fydell.  144— F.  M.  Dure.  145— F.  Ogden,  E.  R. 
Graham,  W.  A.  Birdsall,  M.  E.  Robins,  T.  Piper,  C.  W.  Millard,  G.  A. 
Glover,  J.  C.  Greig,  A.  Bamford,  J.  H.  Dodgson,  R.  Sproul.  146 — C.  W. 
Buttery.  147— N.  E.  Bushell,  W.  M.  Connell,  M.  C.  McGuire,  F.  New- 
man. 148— W.  W.  Steele.  149— E.  D.  Calvert,  P.  D.  Craig.  150— J. 
E.  Keays,  B.  Lewis,  F.  B.  Bell,  J.  G.  Paterson,  R.  A.  Thompson,  C.  M. 
Wilson,  J.  W.  Trigger,  T.  Mercer,  W.  D.  Love,  J.  H.  McGuire.  151— W. 
W.  Everly,  L.  H.  Lazon,  L.  G.  Fraser,  T.  Scanes.  152— J.  J.  Law,  R.  J. 
Russel,  P.  Kerr.  153— J.  R.  Rothery,  J.  E.  McDonald,  H.  F.  Warrener, 
J.  N.  Scott.  161— W.  J.  McCutcheon.  163— F.  Matthews.  164— H. 
Gilchrist.      167 —  J.  Sweeting.      168 — S.  A.  Anderson,  J.  C.  Birmingham, 
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R.  N.  Hardy,  H.  R.  Butterill.  169— T.  Magladery,  C.  E.  Nighman.  175— 
H.  E.  Ralston,  M.  A.  Thomson,  E.  G.  Wray.  184— C.  Lewis,  J.  Marshall. 
185— L.  P.  McGregor,  C.  A.  Warren,  S.  A.  Marshall.  195— R.  J.  Bur- 
row;, G.  R.  Farr.  198— A.  Hargrave,  W.  H.  Price,  T.  Elliott,  D.  H.  Mc- 
Gill.  203— M.  J.  Conkey,  A.  Steele,  R.  LeHeup.  205— W.  E.  Hopkings. 
210 — R.  M.  Fetterley,  A.  J.  Stewart,  G.  H.  McKeown,  P.  J.  Masson,  A.  A. 
Fraser,  J.  W.  Ball.  212— W.  P.  Landon,  D.  Pearl.  213— B.  E.  Service, 
E.  J.  Mason,  T.  Coulson.  2U—J.  Vance.  215— G.  H.  Webb.  218— W. 
Gamble.  219^J.  Barker,  J.  Svmes,  W.  Phillips.  220— W.  A.  Beecroft. 
222— W.  H.  Hawkins,  S.  F.  Smith,  W.  McF.  Gowling.  225— W.  J. 
Brackner,  J.  B.  Williamson.  226— J.  M.  Cameron,  J.  W.  Wilson,  W.  V. 
Praskey.  227— C.  W.  Bird.  230— G.  Ford.  231^T.  A.  Green,  H. 
Haynes.  J.  G.  Buchanan,  J.  McQueen.  232— R.  W.  Coltman,  J.  C.  M. 
MacBeth.  233— E.  Humphrey.  234— T.  Elson,  D.  P.  Crichton.  236— 
W.  E.  Grinyer.  238— T.  Humphrey,  W.  Cosmos,  J.  E.  Richards,  T.  A. 
Browne.  245— F.  Lloyd.  246— G.  H.  Grant,  E.  Lunnon,  W.  E.  Dollery. 
247— G.  T.  E.  Martin.  249— G.  E.  Chase,  J.  R.  Stutt.  250— T.  Steven- 
son, T.  E.  Taylor,  A.  M.  Adam,  H.  Foster,  E.  W.  Morris,  J.  C.  Rupert. 
252— W.  B.  Sharen,  R.  Williamson,  A.  C.  Ellis,  F.  Moore.  254— J.  Meath. 
257— C.  A.  Gamble. 

COMMITTEE   ON   AWARDS   FOR  DISTINGUISHED 

SERVICE  MEDAL 

To    the   Most    Excellent.    The   Grand   Zerubbabel.    Officers    and 

Members  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Roi/al  Arch  Masons  of  Canada 

Most  Excellent  Sir  and  Companions: 

The  Committee  on  Awards  for  the  Distinguished  Service 
Medal  beg  leave  to  report  that  two  applications  for  this  award  have 
been  submitted  for  consideration  during  the  past  year. 

The  committee  regrets  to  report  that  in  each  instance  an  award 
could  not  be  made.  The  information  contained  or  rather  the 
lack  of  information  in  each  application  did  not  justify  in  the 
opinion  of  your  committee  an  award  being  made. 

It  is  once  again  pointed  out  to  Scribe's  E  of  the  Chapters  that 
when  an  application  for  the  Distinguished  Service  Medal  is  being 
considered  by  a  Chapter,  particular  attention  should  be  paid  to  the 
instructions  incorporated  in  the  manual  of  instructions.  A  pre- 
liminary application  setting  forth  in  detail  all  the  facts  about  the 
individual  including  his  full  Masonic  activities  in  both  the  Lodge 
and  Chapter  should  be  forwarded  to  the  Grand  Scribe  E.  before 
the  application  is  presented  formally  to  the  chapter.  This  will 
prevent  embarrassment  if  the  application  fails.  It  is  again  pointed 
out  that  your  committee  makes  the  award,  on  the  information 
presented  by  the  Chapter.  It  has  no  other  sources  of  information. 
It  is  not  sufficient  that  you  who  are  preparing  the  application, 
think  the  applicant  is  worthy,  you  must  present  sufficient  facts 
and  evidence  to  enable  the  committee  to  arrive  at  the  same  conclu- 
sion as  you  have. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

R.  V.  CONOVER,  P.G.Z.,  Chairman. 

It  was  moved  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  L  House,  seconded  by 
M.  Ex.  Comp.  R.  V.  Conover,  that — 

Resolved — That  the  Report  on  Award  for  the  Distinguished  Service 
Medal  be  received  and  adopted. 
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REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  FOR  DISTINGUISHED 
SERVICE  MEDAL 

The  following  Companions  comprise  the  Committee  on 
Awards  for  the  Distinguished  Service  Medal,  for  Grand  Chapter 
for  their  respective  terms:  — 

M.  EX.  COMP.  R.   V.   CONOVER,    1956   Chairman 
M.  EX.  COMP.  J.  M.  BURDEN,  1958 
M.  EX.  COMP.  C.  M.  PITTS,  1957 

GRAND  CHAPTER  "CALLED  OFF" 

Grand  Chapter  was  "Called  Off"  at  4.30  o'clock  p.m.,  to 
permit  the  Delegates  to  select  their  Grand  Superintendents  and 
elect  the  Officers  of  Grand  Chapter  for  the  ensuing  year  and  the 
next  place  of  meeting. 

THURSDAY,  APRIL  28,  1955 

Grand  Chapter  was  "Called  On"  at  9.30  o'clock  a.m. 

ELECTION  REPORT 

V.  Ex.  Comp.  S.  G.  Newdick,  Chairman,  and  V.  Ex.  Comp. 
James  T.  Gilchrist,  Vice-Chairman,  presented  the  results  of  the 
Elections  as  follows: 

R.  Ex.  Comp.   John  Loftus  House,  Toronto,  Ontario Grand  Z. 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Melville  S.  Gooderham,  Toronto,  Ontario Grand  H. 

Ex.  Comp.  Rev.  George  H.  Thomas ' Grand  Chaplain 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Fred  W.  Dean Grand  Treasurer 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Fred  J.  Johnson Grand  Scribe  E. 

Ex.  Comp.  Frank  B.  Lottridge Grand  Scribe  N. 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Clarence  E.  Saunders Grand  Principal  Sojourner 

Ex.  Comp.  Robert  Fulton Grand  Registrar 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE— Elected 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  James  E.  Girvin 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Bruce  H.  Smith 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Charles  W.  Emmett 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  F.  Carl  Ackert 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  George  A.  Phillips,  Jr. 

GRAND  SUPERINTENDENTS 

The  nominations  for  Grand  Superintendents  were  submitted 
to  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  who  was  pleased  to  approve, 
and  the  following  selections  were  confirmed: 

R.  Ex.  Comp.   Edward  Hugh  Logan St.  Clair  District  No.  1 

Dresden,  Ont. 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Sidney  Daniel  Lacey London  District  No.  2 

31  St.  George  St.,  Aylmer,  Ont. 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Andrew  Embury  Williamson Wilson  District  No.  3 

Box  683,  Port  Dover,  Ont. 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Burton  Malcolm  McNaughton Wellington  District  No.  4 

14  Marner  Ave.,  Kitchener,  Ont. 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  H.  Stuart  Merrall Hamilton  District  No.  5 

Caledonia,  Ont. 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Thomas  Burke Huron  District  No.  6 

Box  18,  Wroxeter,  Ont. 
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R.  Ex.  Comp.  John  Nickle  Davis Niagara  District  No.  7 

Smithville,  Ont. 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Clifford  Mendham  Platten  Toronto  East  District  No.  8 

52  Donegall  Drive,  Leaside,  Toronto  17,  Ont. 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Frederick  Sydney  Fordham       Toronto  West  District  No.  8A 

55  East  Glen  Crescent,  Toronto  18,  Ont. 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Daniel  Robert  Davidson Georgian  District  No.  9 

Wiarton,  Ont. 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Harry  Sloan  Ewing Ontario  District  No.  10 

Brighton,  Ont. 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Harper  Samuel  McElrath         Prince  Edward  District  No.  11 

67  W.  Moira  St.,  Belleville,  Ont. 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Hugh  Donald  Hyndman  St.  Lawrence  District  No.  12 

Box  142,  Kemptville,  Ont. 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Reginald  James  Axcell  Ottawa  District  No.  13 

132  General  Ave.,  Ottawa,  Ont. 
R.  Ex.  Comp.   Paul  Charles  Freeberg Algoma  District  No.  14 

232— 2nd  St.  East,  Fort  Frances,  Ont. 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Earl  Alexander  Martin New  Ontario  District  No.  15 

Sudbury,  Ont. 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Leslie  Walter  Coombs  Temiskaming  District  No.  16 

Swastika,  Ont. 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Gordon  A.  Claude  Gunton       Yukon  Territory  District  No.  17 

Box  344,  Whitehorse,  Y.T. 

The  newly  appointed  Grand  Superintendents  were  subse- 
quently addressed  and  given  the  necessary  instructions  as  to  the 
duties  pertaining  to  their  office. 

NEXT  PLACE  OF  MEETING 
The  Ninety-Eighth  Annual  Convocation  will  be  held  in  the  City  of 
Toronto,  Ontario,  on  Wednesday  and  Thursday,  April  24th  and  25th,  1956, 
commencing  at  TEN  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  as  per  Section  20  of  the 
Constitution. 

There  being  no  election  for  the  office  of  Grand  J,  the  Grand 
Z  announced  that  at  precisely  10  a.m.  another  vote  would  be  held 
in  the  Reception  Room  on  the  17th  floor  of  the  King  Edward 
Hotel  for  which  purpose  the  Grand  Z  Called  Off  Grand  Chapter 
for  a  period  of  1  5  minutes. 

Grand  Chapter  Called  On. 

V.  Ex.  Comp.  S.  G.  Newdick,  Chairman  of  Scrutineers,  re- 
ported that  for  the  Office  of  Grand  J,  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Maurice  A. 
Searle  had  received  the  necessary  majority. 

The  Grand  Z  thanked  V.  Ex.  Comp.  Newdick  and  his 
Committee  for  their  assistance  in  the  Election  of  Grand  Chapter 
Officers  for  the  1955-6  period. 

REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  EDUCATION  AND 
INSTRUCTION 

To  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  First  Principal  and  Officers  and 
Members  of  Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada 
While  only  one  full  meeting  of  the  Committee  was  held 
during  the  past  year,  it  has,  nevertheless,  been  a  year  of  consider- 
able activity,  with  a  great  deal  of  correspondence,  although  the 
results  have  not  always  been  too  encouraging. 
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The  2nd  Edition  of  the  pamphlet  on  Royal  Arch  Masonry, 
as  revised  after  further  conference,  has  been  issued  with  the  ap- 
proval of  the  Grand  First  Principal.  It  should  be  useful  to  the 
Royal  Craft  in  this  jurisdiction,  and  perhaps  beyond,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  it  will  meet  with  the  approbation  of  all  interested 
parties. 

The  "Manual  of  Instruction"  has  been  revised  and  certain 
minor  changes  introduced.  The  printing  of  the  4th  Edition  will 
be  proceeded  with  immediately  and  will  be  available  at  an  early 
date  as  the  former  editions  are  now  exhausted.  Some  other  Grand 
Jurisdictions  have  found  this  Manual  useful. 

The  question  of  the  mandatory  provision  for  the  examination 
of  all  candidates  in  the  various  degrees  of  Capitular  Masonry,  in 
the  presence  of  the  Companions,  has  received  considerable  thought 
from  your  Committee.  It  has  been  generally  agreed  that  it  would 
be  an  excellent  exercise  and  conducive  of  a  more  lasting  impression 
on  the  new  members  should  the  questions  on  the  work  of  the 
degrees  and  their  answers  be  demonstrated  before  the  conclusion 
of  the  meeting  and  that,  subsequently,  each  candidate  should 
have  an  opportunity  of  proving  his  proficiency.  However,  it  was 
deemed  exceedingly  unlikely  that  Grand  Chapter  would  accept 
the  mandatory  provision  for  all  cases.  For  this  reason,  and  to 
provide  an  alternative  to  the  Notice  of  Motion  to  be  presented  at 
this  Grand  Convocation,  your  Committee  recommends  that 
"Recognizing  merit  in  the  fundamental  thought  underlying  the 
motion  proposed  by  Fort  William  Chapter  No.  140,  the  prescribed 
questions  and  answers  for  the  M.M.M.,  M.E.M.,  and  H.R.A.  de- 
grees may  be  exemplified  in  the  appropriate  degrees  by  skilled 
Companions,  appointed  for  the  purpose,  for  the  instruction  of 
the  newly  initiated,  and  that  the  Candidates  and  the  newly  exalted 
Companions  be  encouraged  to  demonstrate  their  own  proficiency 
by  undergoing  examination  at  such  times  as  may  be  designated  by 
the  Presiding  Officer." 

There  being  sufficient  mimeographed  material  on  hand  for 
the  instruction  Kits  for  the  new  Grand  Superintendents,  with  the 
addition  of  a  few  of  the  sections  which  can  readily  be  supplied,  it 
has  not  been  considered  necessary  this  year  to  make  any  general 
revision  of  this  information. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

C.  M.  PITTS,  Chairman. 

It  was  moved  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  L.  House,  seconded  by  M. 
Ex.  Comp.  C.  M.  Pitts,  and — 

Resolved — That  the  Report  on  Education  and  Instruction  be  received 
and  adopted. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SPECIAL  COMMITTEE  ON 
MEMBERSHIP 

To  the  Most   Excellent  Giund  First   Principal  and   Officers  and 
Members  of  Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada 

Most  Excellent  Sir.  and  Companions: 

Your  Committee  is  gratified  to  report  that  there  has  been  a 
further  small  increase  in  membership  during  the  past  year.  How- 
ever, we  are  constrained  to  say  that,  as  a  result  of  our  study  of  the 
statistical  picture,  there  would  seem  to  have  been  a  lessening  of 
the  enthusiasm  which  was  so  apparent  among  the  constituent 
Chapters  last  year,  and  which  gave  your  Committee  a  feeling  of 
optimism  to  expect  an  increase  over  that  which  obtained  and  was 
reported  on  at  Grand  Chapter  Convocation  a  year  ago.  Last  year 
we  were  pleased  to  report  an  over-all  increase  in  membership  of 
477,  whereas  this  year  it  is  327,  thus  we  find  a  decrease  of  150. 
It  is,  however,  worthy  of  note  that  our  membership,  as  of  Decem- 
ber 31st,  1954,  is  22,098.  While  we  would  again  remind  the 
Companions  that  increased  membership  must  at  no  time  be  con- 
sidered the  only  yardstick  by  which  to  measure  progression  of 
Grand  Chapter  over  any  given  period,  we  do  emphasize  again  the 
importance  of  this  phase  of  Chapter  activities,  and,  indeed,  the 
changing  times  demand  constant  and  vigilant  attention,  because 
without  an  increase  commensurate  with  our  present  strength,  the 
fabric  which  binds  so  strongly  our  whole  institution,  cannot  but  be 
weakened. 

The  following  statistics  are  worthy  of  study: 
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CHAPTERS  HAVING  MOST  EXALTATIONS 

Chapter 

No. 

Location 

Exaltations 

Mount  Sinai 

212 

Toronto 

106 

Carleton 

16 

Ottawa 

49 

Guelph 

40 

Guelph 

19 

Mount  Moriah 

19 

St.   Catharines 

18 

Espanola 

257 

Espanola 

17 

Ottawa 

222 

Ottawa 

16 

Ark 

80 

Windsor 

15 

Golden 

90 

Kenora 

15 

Thomas  Peters 

250 

Windsor 

15 
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CHAPTERS  SHOWING  LARGEST  PERCENTAGE  NET  GAIN 


Chapter 

No. 

Location 

Percentage 

Mount  Sinai 

212 

Toronto 

51 

Espanola 

257 

Espanola 

35.4 

Signet 

34 

Barrie 

11.5 

Niagara 

55 

Niagara-on-the-Lake 

11.3 

Bonnechere 

114 

Renfrew 

10 

Humber 

246 

Weston 

9.3 

CHAPTERS  HAVING  NO  EXALTATIONS 

Chapter 

No. 

Location 

Victoria 

37 

Port  Hope 

Excelsior 

45 

Colborne 

Pembroke 

58 

Mattawa   (Inactive) 

St.  John's 

112 

Morrisburg 

Klondike 

154 

Dawson,  Y.T.   (Inactive) 

Cobalt 

203 

Cobalt 

Kitchener 

210 

Russell 

Lebanon 

220 

Lambton  Mills 

Smithville 

240 

Smithville 

Dochert 

248 

Arnprior 

Palestine 

249 

Bowmanville 

OUR  LARGEST  CHAPTERS 

Chapter 

No. 

Location 

Members 

Carleton 

16 

Ottawa 

566 

The  St.  Patrick 

145 

Toronto 

407 

Occident 

77 

Toronto 

374 

Sussex-St.  Lawrence              59 

Brockville 

360 

Ark 

80 

Windsor 

358 

Ancient  Frontenac 

and 

i 

Cataraqui 

1 

Kingston 

St.   George's 

5 

London 

339 

Corinthian 

36 

Peterborough 

321 

Palestine 

54 

St.    Thomas 

317 

Mount  Sinai 

212 

Toronto 

314 

Ottawa 

222 

Ottawa 

300 

OUR  SMALLEST  CHAPTERS 

Chapter 

No. 

Location 

Members 

Dochert 

208 

Arnprior 

49 

Kitchener 

210 

Russell 

48 

Smithville 

240 

Smithville 

46 

Durham 

221 

Durham 

45 

Pembroke 

58 

Mattawa 

20 

Your  Committee  desires  to  extend  its  congratulations  and 
commendation  to  those  Chapters,  indicated  by  the  foregoing  sta- 
tistical picture,  which  have  made  more  than  ordinary  efforts  to 
increase  membership.  We  would  particularly  refer  to  Mount  Sinai 
Chapter  of  Toronto,  for  its  splendid  achievement  of  106  Exalta- 
tions during  the  past  year.  This  Chapter  has  set  an  excellent 
example  to  all  others  in  the  Grand  jurisdiction  and  the  results 
accomplished  bears  testimony  to  the  opinion  held  by  your  Com- 
mittee that  a  well  planned  membership  campaign,  enthusiastically 
supported  by  all  the  Companions,  cannot  help  but  bring  results. 
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Your  Committee,  by  its  researches,  has  found  other  examples 
of  what  determined  efforts  in  membership  can  achieve.  For  in- 
stance, we  believe  it  especially  deserving  of  note  that  Carleton 
Chapter,  in  the  year  194V  had  a  membership  of  221,  of  which 
160  were  life  members.  Today  it  is  the  largest  Chapter  within 
the  jurisdiction,  with  a  membership  of  566.  This  is  but  one  illus- 
tration of  what  determination  and  good  membership  planning  can 
accomplish. 

Your  Committee  also  desires  to  voice  its  congratulations  to 
the  many  other  Chapters  which,  by  the  number  of  applications 
for  Exaltation  received,  have  obviously  put  forth  special  efforts 
in  the  field  of  membership.  The  statistical  table  makes  reference 
to  these  Chapters,  but  again,  we  desire  to  offer  particular  commen- 
dation to  the  smaller  Chapters  which,  while  they  perhaps  have  had 
what  appears  to  be  a  small  number  of  Exaltations,  yet,  in  compari- 
son to  their  over-all  membership,  have  made  a  commendable 
endeavour.  Here  again  we  are  constrained  to  remark  that  the 
efforts  put  forth  by  Chapters  in  the  more  or  less  sparsely  Masonic- 
populated  areas  are  worthy  of  note,  and  this  is  a  direct  challenge  to 
the  Chapters  situated  in  the  larger  centres  where  abundant  oppor- 
tunities exist  to  convince  Master  Masons  that  essential  light  in 
Masonry  can  be  found  by  membership  in  Royal  Arch  Masonry. 

Your  Committee  desires  to  draw  attention  to  some  important 
aspects  of  the  membership  review,  in  that  during  the  year  1,045 
applications  for  Exaltation  were  received,  86  Affiliations,  and  34 
Restorations,  whereas  during  the  year  1953,  1,139  applications 
were  received  for  Exaltations,  75  Affiliations,  and  46  Restora- 
tions. However,  we  believe  it  most  significant  that  during  the 
past  year  we  had  a  total  of  1,165  actual  Admissions  but  with  only 
a  net  increase  of  327.  This,  therefore,  compels  us  to  again  reflect 
on  the  great  loss  sustained  in  membership  by  way  of  withdrawals, 
suspensions,  and  the  passing  of  Companions  to  the  Grand  Chapter 
above. 

Your  Committee  again  notes  with  deep  regret  that  our  mem- 
bership has  been  depleted  by  the  death  of  453  Companions,  many 
of  whom  made  a  lasting  contribution  to  their  respective  Chapters, 
and  to  this  Grand  jurisdiction  generally.  We  are  gravely  con- 
cerned because  of  234  withdrawals  and  151  suspensions.  Thus 
we  find  in  the  aforementioned  categories,  a  loss  in  membership  of 
838.  Your  Committee  suggests  that  it  is  most  significant  to 
observe  that  during  the  past  five  years  this  Grand  jurisdiction  has 
lost  by  way  of  suspensions,  813  Companions:  withdrawals  1,007, 
and  2,273  by  death,  thus  indicating  a  total  loss  over  this  given 
period  of  4,093.  Over  a  similar  period,  this  Grand  jurisdiction 
has  received  5,469  applications  for  Exaltation,  442  Affiliations, 
and  2  1  0  Restorations  —  a  total  of  6,121. 

Your  Committee  is  earnestly  of  opinion  that  reflection  and 
study  of  the  foregoing  statistics  gives  ample  reason  for  the  neces- 
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sity  of  a  determined  effort  on  the  part  of  all  Chapters  to  increase 
membership.  Your  Committee  again  expresses  its  concern  with 
the  number  of  suspensions  and  withdrawals.  We  cannot  em- 
phasize too  forcefully  the  seriousness  of  this  situation,  and  while 
not  attempting,  or  suggesting,  that  there  is  a  definite  solution  to 
this  vital  problem,  we  do  feel  that  it  is  a  matter  which  requires 
thoughtful  study  and  action  by  all  Chapters.  Your  Committee, 
however,  profoundly  believes  that  no  Companion  should  be  sus- 
pended, or  allowed  to  withdraw,  other  than  when  exhaustive 
investigation  has  proven  that  for  some  reason,  known,  or  un- 
known, he  has  lost  all  interest  and  thus  is  actually  of  no  value  to 
his  Chapter,  or,  indeed,  the  Royal  Craft  generally.  Your  Com- 
mittee deplores  the  practice  in  some  Chapters  of  suspending  Com- 
panions who  have  retained  membership  over  a  long  period  of  years. 
Here  we  sometimes  find  a  loss  of  interest  only  because  of  advanced 
age  or  infirmities,  and  to  suspend  any  Companion  in  this  category, 
or  allow  him  to  withdraw,  is  not  consistent  with  our  Masonic 
teachings.  We  therefore  again  suggest,  that  in  any  such  cases 
Chapters  should  be  most  charitable,  remembering  the  length  of 
service  previously  rendered.  Your  Committee  would  recommend 
that  in  such  instances  Chapters  keep  these  Companions  in  good 
standing  by  payment  of  the  Grand  Chapter  per  capita  fee.  Your 
Committee  would  urge  that  no  suspension  be  made  without  a 
thorough  investigation  of  the  Companion's  circumstances  and  rea- 
sons for  his  obvious  lack  of  interest;  furthermore,  that  this  proce- 
dure be  followed  steadfastly,  and  that  no  suspension  be  made  until 
a  special  committee  has  made  such  a  recommendation. 

Your  Committee  finds  that  those  Chapters  where  good  pro- 
gress has  been  made  in  membership  have,  in  every  instance,  a 
strong,  active  committee,  with  a  full  appreciation  of  its  responsi- 
bilities and  constantly  giving  its  enthusiastic  endeavours.  No 
Chapter  can  afford  to  be  without  a  strong  Membership  Commit- 
tee, and  consequently  we  would  urge  that  all  incoming  First 
Principals  consider  this  one  of  their  first  duties,  continually  sup- 
ported by  direction  and  active  enthusiasm.  We  would  again 
earnestly  recommend  that  Companons  be  regular  in  their  attend- 
ance and  interested  in  their  respective  Craft  Lodges,  because  only 
by  so  doing  can  the  interest  of  Master  Masons  be  aroused  in  the 
Royal  Craft  and  all  that  it  offers  in  the  further  promulgation  of 
those  Masonic  Principles  and  teachings  inculcated  at  the  time  of 
initiation. 

Your  Committee  would  be  most  neglectful  if  it  did  not  ten- 
der its  sincere  thanks  and  appreciation  to  those  Grand  Superin- 
tendents of  the  respective  districts,  who  earnestly  endeavoured  to 
give  us  complete  support  and  co-operation  in  the  fulfilment  of  our 
program  to  stimulate  membership  and  have  also  put  forth  indivi- 
dual efforts  to  arouse  interest  in  Chapter  membership  campaigns. 


ANNUAL   CONVOCATIONS,   TORONTO,    1955  117 

Indeed,  your  Committee  recogni7.es  that  any  success  it  may  attain 
in  the  discharge  of  its  responsible  functions  must  be  dependent 
upon  the  active  support  of  each  Grand  Superintendent.  It  is 
gratifying  to  observe  that  all  but  three  districts  have  increased 
their  membership  during  the  year,  and  this  again  is  tangible  evi- 
dence of  the  co-operation  and  assistance  your  Committee  has  re- 
ceived from  the  various  Grand  Superintendents.  However,  we 
would  urge  their  successors  in  office  not  to  consider  lightly  the 
importance  of  their  responsibilities  in  the  great  field  of  membership, 
to  be  constantly  alert  to  the  opportunities  which  abound  among 
Craft  Lodges  in  their  respective  districts,  and  at  no  time  hesitate 
to  formulate  plans  or  a  membership  program,  independent  of  sug- 
gestions and  advice  they  may  receive  from  time  to  time  from  the 
Grand  Chapter  Membership  Committee. 

Your  Committee's  investigations  and  careful  study  in  the 
field  of  membership  has  revealed  that  full  advantage  has  not  been 
taken  by  the  Companions  of  the  Second  Edition  of  the  Pamphlet 
prepared  and  issued  by  Grand  Chapter,  namely,  "Royal  Arch 
Masonry".  Indeed,  we  find  that  all  too  few  Companions  have 
made  a  personal  review  of  it  notwithstanding  it  contains  informa- 
tion of  the  most  informative  nature  and  essentially  necessary  to 
the  Companions  themselves. 

It  is,  perhaps,  of  importance  to  note  that  this  pamphlet  has 
the  complete  approval  and  approbation  of  the  Grand  Master  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada  in  the  Province  of  Ontario. 

Your  Committee  strongly  urges  that  it  be  used  extensively 
throughout  this  Grand  jurisdiction  and  that  Companions  make  it 
available  on  loan  to  Master  Masons  for  their  study,  because  we  be- 
lieve it  will  arouse  in  them  a  feeling  of  the  necessity  of  that  further 
light  in  Masonry  which  the  Royal  Arch  offers.  However,  further 
personal  contact  and  discussion  immediately  following  a  study  of 
the  pamphlet  is  most  essential.  These  pamphlets  may  be  obtained 
at  any  time  by  contacting  the  Grand  Scribe  "E",  and  all  Chapters 
should  have  a  supply  readily  available. 

Your  Committee  would  be  derelict  if  it  did  not  tender  its 
commendation  to  the  Grand  First  Principal  and  those  who  assisted 
him  in  the  preparation  of  this  Pamphlet,  because  we  believe  proper 
use  of  it  cannot  help  but  give  considerable  impetus  to  membership 
campaigns  throughout  our  Grand  jurisdiction. 

Your  Committee  would  again  bring  to  the  attention  of  this 
Grand  Chapter  that  there  is  an  immense  reservoir  in  the  field  of 
membership  which  so  far  has  not  been  tapped.  Moreover,  the 
challenge  made  one  year  ago  by  the  Grand  First  Principal  for  a 
net  gain  of  one  thousand  each  year,  is  not  unreasonable.  Further- 
more, your  Committee  issues  a  direct  challenge  to  the  Companions 
of  everv  constituent  Chapter  to  resolve  that  they  will  obtain  at 
least  one  application  for  Exaltation  before  December  31st  next. 
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Your  Committee  expresses  to  the  Most  Excellent,  the  Grand 
First  Principal  appreciation  for  the  opportunity  given  to  serve, 
and  the  marked  co-operation  and  encouragement  he  has  given  at 
all  times.  A  similar  voice  of  thanks  is  also  extended  to  the  Grand 
Scribe  "E",  and  all  other  Grand  Chapter  Officers. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

F.  A.  McDIARMID, 

F.  W.  DEAN, 

M.  A.  SEARLE, 

BRUCE  H.  SMITH,  Chairman. 
It  was  moved  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  L.  House,  seconded  by  R. 
Ex.  Comp.  B.  H.  Smith,  and — 

Resolved — That  the  report  of  the  Special  Committee  on  Membership 
be  received  and  adopted. 

REPORT  OF  THE  GRAND  HISTORIAN 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  First  Principal,  Officers  and 
Members  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada 

Most  Excellent  Sir  and  Companions: 

The  past  year  has  been  productive  of  a  large  amount  of  ma- 
terial which  should  prove  very  useful  in  the  production  of  a  his- 
tory of  this  Grand  Chapter. 

Early  in  the  year  the  correspondence  in  the  office  of  the  Grand 
Scribe  E  was  made  available  to  your  Grand  Historian.  All  cor- 
respondence prior  to  the  encumbency  of  M.  E.  Companion  Mc- 
Watt  1913-1914  is  not  in  the  Grand  Chapter  Office.  The  fyling 
in  the  office  has  "been  under  given  names  and  not  under  subjects 
which  means  that  there  is  considerable  duplication  not  only  of 
letters  but  also  of  reports  of  various  kinds.  The  fyles  also  contain 
a  large  quantity  of  personal  and  purely  routine  correspondence  be- 
tween former  Grand  Scribe's  E  and  various  officers  of  Grand 
Chapter  which  is  of  no  historical  value  and  is  cluttering  up  valu- 
able office  space  at  the  present  time.  Two  complete  manuscripts 
were  discovered  in  a  personal  fyle  labelled  H.  T.  Smith.  These 
were  the  long  lost  manuscripts  by  Most  Excellent  Companion  John 
Ross  Robertson,  on  Capitulary  Masonry,  The  Royal  Arch  in 
Canada.  A  history  of  the  Provincial  Chapters  and  Grand  Chap- 
ters in  all  the  Provinces  of  Canada  1797-1911.  Unfortunately 
the  paper  used  in  this  manuscript  is  showing  signs  of  age.  Every 
care  should  be  taken  to  preserve  these  manuscripts  in  their  present 
form  and  copies  of  them  in  a  more  durable  form  should  be  made 
so  that  they  may  be  made  available  to  Masonic  scholars  in  this 
and  other  jurisdictions. 

It  is  again  recommended  that  an  archive  section  be  established. 
The  matter  is  becoming  more  urgent  each  year  so  valuable  material 
is  being  made  available. 
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For  example,  it  has  recently  come  to  the  attention  of  your 
Grand  Historian  that  the  letter  book  of  Most  Excellent  Companion 
Harrington  is  the  prized  possession  of  one  of  our  Companions.  It 
will  be  made  available  to  our  Grand  Historian  for  perusal.  It  might 
at  sometime  find  its  way  to  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  if  the 
possessor  could  be  assured  that  it  would  me  carefully  preserved. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

R.  V.  CONOVER,  Grand  Historian 
It  was  moved  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  L.  House,  seconded  by  M. 
Ex.  Comp.  R.  V  Conover,  and — 

Resolved — That  the  report  of  the  Grand  Historian  be  received  and 
adopted. 

GRAND  HISTORIAN  ELECTED 
Moved  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  L.  House,  seconded  by  R.  Ex. 
Comp.  M.  S.  Gooderham,  and — 

Resolved — That  M.  Ex.  Comp.  R.  V.  Conover  be  elected  Grand  His- 
torian. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  GRIEVANCES  AND 
APPEALS 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  First  Principal,  Officers  and 
Members  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada 

Most  Excellent  Sir  and  Companions: 

Your  Committee  on  Grievances  and  Appeals  begs  to  state  that 
an  appeal  was  received,  but  has  been  withdrawn. 

Also  that  one  Harry  Georganas  was  summoned  to  appear 
before  this  Grand  Executive  Committee  today  to  show  cause  why 
he  should  not  be  expelled,  and  having  failed  to  appear  your  Com- 
mittee recommends  to  Grand  Chapter  that  he  be  expelled. 

Rspectfully  submitted, 

A.  G.  N.  BRADSHAW,  Chairman. 

F.  W.  DEAN 

R.  V.  CONOVER 

It  was  moved  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  L.  House,  seconded  by  M. 
Ex.  Comp.  A.  G.  N  Bradshaw,  and — 

Resolved — That  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Grievances  and 
Appeals  be  received  and  adopted. 

REPORT  ON  CENTENNIAL  CELEBRATIONS 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  First  Principal,  Officers  and 
Members  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada 

A  meeting  of  the  One  Hundredth  Anniversary  Committee 
was  held  at  the  Granite  Club,  Wednesday  evening,  the  23rd, 
February,  for  the  purpose  of  appointing  chairmen  of  committees 
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to  be  responsible  for  the  various  functions  as  approved  by  Grand 
Chapter  at  the  Annual  Convocation,  April  28th  and  29th,  1954. 

It  was  the  considered  opinion  of  the  committee  that  the 
various  chairmen  should  be  appointed  from  or  near  Toronto,  with 
vice-chairmen  and  some  committee  members  appointed  from  con- 
stituent chapters  in  the  jurisdiction.  This  would  insure  more 
prompt  and  unified  action  among  the  various  committees  as  they 
must  work  together  and  know  each  others'  arrangements.  Each 
committee  chairman  to  select  his  own  committee  members  and 
submit  names  to  the  general  chairman   for  approval. 

In  order  to  provide  for  the  expected  greater  attendance  at  the 
One  Hundredth  Convocation,  larger  accommodation  had  to  be 
secured.  Suitable  arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Royal 
York  Hotel  to  hold  this  convocation,  Saturday,  Sunday,  Mon- 
day, Tuesday,  April  26th,  27th  28th  and  29th,  as  approved  in 
paragraphs  3  and  4  of  the  report  of  the  Centennial  Celebration, 
1954. 

Your  committee  was  unable  to  secure  the  desired  accommoda- 
tion for  the  years  1956  and  1957  at  the  Royal  York  as  suitable 
dates  were  not  available,  and  arrangements  were  therefore  made 
with  the  King  Edward  Hotel  for  the  years  1956  and  1957. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

M.  S.  GOODERHAM,  General  Chairman. 

Moved  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  L.  House,  seconded  by  R.  Ex. 
Comp.  M.  S.  Gooderham,  that — 

Resolved — That  the  report  of  the  Centennial  Committee  be  received 
and  adopted. 

COMMUNICATIONS  AND  GREETINGS 

Letters,  etc.,  were  received  conveying  Greetings  and  expressing 
regrets  for  non-attendance  from: 

Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Alberta — M.  Ex. 
Comp.  George  Grieve,  Grand  Z;  M.  Ex.  Comp.  Dr.  J.  V.  Follett, 
P.G.Z.;  M.  Ex.  Comp.  F.  J.  Hand,  P.G.Z.  and  G.S.E. 

Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  British  Columbia — M. 
Ex.  Comp.  E.  B.  Baker,  P.G.Z.  and  G.S.E. 

Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Manitoba — M  .Ex. 
Comp.  Cecil  J.  Hutchings,  P.G.Z.  and  G.S.E. 

Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Nova  Scotia — M. 
Ex.  Comp.  M.  R.  Chappelle,  Grand  Z;  M.  Ex.  Comp.  D.  A. 
Somerville,  I.P.G.Z.:  M.  Ex.  Comp.  H.  F.  Sipprell,  P.G.Z., 
and  Grand  Secy. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Quebec — M. 
Ex.  Comp.  H.  Pickering,  Hon.  P.G.Z.  and  G.S.E. 

Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Saskatchewan — M.  Ex. 
Comp.  Richmond  Mayson,  Grand  Z. 
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The  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  the  State  of  Illinois — M. 
Ex.  Comp.  Ben.  C.  Nead,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Grand  Chapter  of  Maine  Royal  Arch  Masons — M.  Ex.  Comp. 
Earle  D.  Webster,  Grand  High  Priest. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  the  State  of  New  York  Royal  Arch 
Masons — M.  Ex.  Comp.  Lawrence  R.  Atherton,  Grand  High 
Priest:  M.  Ex.  Comp.  George  A.  Lambert,  P.G.H.P.  and  Grand 
Secy. 

Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  State  of  Ohio — 
M.  Ex.  Comp.  Stuart  E.  Jones,  Grand  High  Priest. 

The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania — M. 
Ex.  Comp.  John  C.  F.  Kitselman,  Grand  Secretary. 

Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  and 
Providence  Plantations — M.  Ex.  Comp.  Robert  C.  Lawton,  Grand 
High  Priest. 

Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  the  State  of  Vermont — M.  Ex. 
Comp.  Harold  P.  Blake,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  in  Virginia — M.  Ex. 
Comp.  James  N.  Hillman,  P.G.H.P.  and  Grand  Secy. 

The  General  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons — M.  Ex. 
Comp.  Tom  Q.  Ellis,  Gen.  Grand  High  Priest;  M.  Ex.  Comp. 
Roscoe  R.  Walcutt,  General  Grand  Secretary. 

MOTIONS 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  R.  V.  Conover  presented  amendments  to 
Sections  225,  226,  227: 

(a)  To  amend  Section  225  by  adding  after  the  word  "Master 
Mason"  on  the  second  line — and  a  member  of  a  lodge  owing 
allegiance  to  a  Grand  Lodge  recognized  by  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of  Canada  in  the 
Province  of  Ontario". 

(b)  To  amend  Section  226  by  adding — "and  qualification  for 
membership.  The  committee  report  shall  be  in  writing  and 
signed  by  all  members  of  such  investigating  committee". 

(c)  To  amend  Section  227  by  adding — "If  the  applicant  hails 
from  a  jurisdiction  outside  the  British  Commonwealth  of 
Nations  and  the  United  States  of  America,  the  application, 
committee  report  and  any  other  relevant  information  shall 
be  forwarded  to  the  Grand  Scribe  E.  for  the  approval  of  the 
Grand  First  Principal  prior  to  being  placed  on  the  regular 
Chapter  summons  for  ballot". 

Moved  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  L.  House,  seconded  by  M.  Ex. 
Comp.  R.  V.  Conover,  that — 

Resolved — That  the  foregoing  amendments  be  adopted  as  read. 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Fred  J.  Johnson,  Grand  Scribe  E.,  presented 
the  following  amendments: 
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(a)  To  amend  Section  141  by  striking  out  the  second  sentence 
thereof  and  substituting  therefor  the  following: — "The  fin- 
ancial returns  of  all  Chapters  shall  be  forwarded  to  the  Grand 
Scribe  E.  on  or  before  July  3  1st  and  January  3 1st  respectively, 
and  the  Annual  returns  shall  be  forwarded  to  the  Grand 
Scribe  E.  on  or  before  January  31st". 

(b)  To  amend  Section  192  by  striking  out  the  first  three 
lines  and  a  portion  of  the  fourth  line  to  and  including  the 
word  "year"  and  substituting  therefor  the  following: — 
"Each  Chapter  shall  make  its  financial  returns  and  payments 
semi-annually  to  the  Grand  Scribe  E.  within  30  days  after 
the  30th  day  of  June  and  the  31st  day  of  December  in  each 
year  and — " 

(c)  To  amend  Subsection  1  of  Section  211  by  deleting  the  word 
"Semi". 

(d)  To  amend  Section  242  by  deleting  the  word  "semi"  in  the 
second  last  line. 

(e)  Repeal  paragraph  2  on  page  90.  (Guides  to  Scribes  E.)  and 
substitute: — "The  financial  year  of  the  Chapter  ends  Decem- 
ber 31st,  the  financial  returns  of  all  Chapters  with  accom- 
panying dues  and  fees  must  be  forwarded  to  the  Grand  Scribe 
E.  on  or  before  July  31st  and  January  31st  respectively,  and 
the  annual  returns  shall  be  forwarded  to  the  Grand  Scribe  E. 
on  or  before  January  31st  of  each  year." 

(f)  To  amend  by  deleting  the  word  "Semi"  from  the  third 
paragraph. 

Moved  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  L.  House,  seconded  by  R.  Ex. 
Comp  F.  J.  Johnson,  that — 

Resolved — That  the  foregoing  amendments  be  adopted  as  read. 

Motion  moved  by  M.  Ex.  Comp.  F.  W.  Dean,  seconded  by 
M.  Ex.  Comp.  C.  M  Pitts,  that — 

Resolved — That  all  the  Motions  presented  be  adopted  as  read.  (Car- 
ried). 

Motion  moved  by  M.  Ex.  Comp.  F.  W.  Dean,  seconded  by 
M.  Ex.  Comp.  C.  M.  Pitts,  that — 

Resolved — That  a  Committee  be  appointed  for  a  Memorial  to  M.  Ex. 
Comp.  L.  F.  Stephens.  (Carried). 

OFFICERS  INSTALLED  AND  INVESTED 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Reg.  V.  E.  Conover,  O.B.E.,  installed  and  in 
vested  the  newly  elected  officers  of  Grand  Chapter,  including  the 
Grand  Superintendents  of  the  several  Districts,  and  they  were  pro- 
claimed and  saluted  according  to  ancient  custom. 
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It  was  moved  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  M.  S.  Gooderham,  seconded 
by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  M.  A.  Searle,  and — 

Resolved — That  the  thanks  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  of  Canada  be  extended  to  the  Credential  Committee  for  the  ef- 
ficient manner  in  which  they  discharged  their  duties,  to  the  Scrutineers 
for  their  services  in  taking  charge  of  the  election  of  the  officers;  to  the 
Installing  Board  under  Most  Ex.  Comp.  R.  V.  Conover,  and  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Convocation  in  Toronto,  including  the  reception  and  enter- 
tainment of  the  delegates  and  their  ladies  who  looked  after  the  arrange- 
ments. 

APPOINTED  TO  OFFICE 

The  following  appointments  have  been  made  by  Most  Ex.  Comp. 
J.  L.  House: 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE— Appointed 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  Earl  Davidson, 

Sault  Ste.  Marie,  Ont. 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  John  A.  Mackie, 

Toronto,  Ont. 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Lloyd  B.  Gillespie, 

Ottawa,  Ont. 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  James  Howard  Coleman, 

Sarnia,  Ont. 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Carroll  E.  Griffin, 

Welland,  Ont. 

ASSISTANT  OFFICERS— Appointed 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  William  S.  Enouy Grand  Lecturer 

512  Brunswick  Ave.,  Toronto,  Ont. 
V.  Ex.  Comp.  S.  D.  Spence Grand  Senior  Sojourner 

Espanola,  Ont. 
V.  Ex.  Comp.  Paul  Mercer Grand  Junior  Sojourner* 

Guelph,  Ont. 
V.  Ex.  Comp.  John  R.  Legecy Grand  Sword  Bearer 

48  Braeside  Road,  Toronto  12,  Ont. 
V.  Ex.  Comp.  William  Lester  Brown Grand  Master  4th  Veil 

1040  Front  St.,  North  Bay,  Ont. 
V.  Ex.  Comp.  Harold  C.  McKecknie Grand  Master  3rd  Veil 

Box  10,  Durham,  Ont. 
V.  Ex.  Comp.  Roy  Evan  Vilneff Grand  Master  2nd  Veil 

1944  Delaware  St.,  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 
V.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  C.  McGhee Grand  Master  1st  Veil 

Shelburne,  Ont. 
V.  Ex.  Comp.  Harold  0.  Hughes Grand  Standard  Bearer 

12  Fernalroy  Blvd.,  Toronto  18,  Ont. 
V.  Ex.  Comp.  W.  Reginald  Shaw Grand  Director  of  Ceremonies  / 

293  Oriole  Parkway,  Toronto,  Ont. 
V.  Ex.  Comp.  Herbert  Luther  Pringle         Assistant  Director  of  Ceremonies 

507  Brock  St.  South,  Whitby,  Ont. 
V.  Ex.  Comp.  Edward  Burke Grand  Organist 

Caledonia,  Ont. 
V.  Ex.  Comp.  James  F.  Winton Grand  Pursuivant 

76  Dingwall  Ave.,  Toronto  6,  Ont. 
V.  Ex.  Comp.  William  Stirling  McLean  Grand  Steward 

P.O.  Box  Maxville,  Ont. 
V.  Ex.  Comp.  William  J.  D.  Wilson Grand  Steward 

Day  St.,  P.O.  Box,  Essex,  Ont. 
V.  Ex.  Comp.  Reginald  V.  Garbutt Grand  Steward 

892-16th  St.  East,  Owen  Sound,  Ont. 
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V.  Ex.  Comp.  James  Silk Grand  Steward 

6  Teignmouth  Ave.,  Toronto  10,  Ont. 
V.  Ex.  Comp.  Kenneth  A.  McQuoid Grand  Steward 

Colborne,  Ont. 
V.  Ex.  Comp.  Charles  Southall Grand  Steward 

Cobalt,  Ont. 
V.  Ex.  Comp.  John  Wallace Grand  Steward 

20  Opechee  St.,  St.  Thomas,  Ont. 

V.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  A.  Prince Grand  Steward 

58  Homewood  Ave.,  Toronto,  Ont. 
V.  Ex.  Comp.  John  Renfrew Grand  Steward 

195  Wexford  Ave.  South,  Hamilton,  Ont. 
V.  Ex.  Comp.  Charles  R.  Swatridge Grand  Steward 

21  Gore  St.  West,  Stratford,  Ont. 

V.  Ex.  Comp.  Charles  H.  Riddell Grand  Steward 

56  Sherwood  St.,  Brockville,  Ont. 
V.  Ex.  Comp.  John  S.  Powell Grand  Steward 

R.R.  No.  3,  Paris,  Ont. 
V.  Ex.  Comp.  John  B.  Davidson Grand  Steward 

Dryden,  Ont. 
V.  Ex.  Comp.  W.  C.  Forbes Grand  Steward 

St.  Thomas,  Ont. 
Comp.  Walter  Wakefield Grand  Outer  Guard 

84  Lindsay  Ave.,  Toronto,  Ont. 

*5o""chJSSw  The  labours  of  the  Annual  Convo- 

S^sf?V  cation     being     ended,     Grand     Chapter 

was  closed  in  Ample  Form  at  1.10  p.m., 

*i   vESBw   i<\  Toronto.  Ontario,  Thursday,  April  28. 

^£aso*^ 

Grand  Scribe  E. 

Tuesday  evening,  April  26th,  1955,  the  Grand  Z,  M.  Ex. 
Comp.  John  A.  M.  Taylor,  invited  his  Council,  Executive  Com- 
mittee and  Grand  Chapter  Officers  to  a  dinner  in  Hall  B,  King 
Edward  Hotel,  Toronto,  to  honour  his  Distinguished  Guests. 

This  evening,  April  26th,  1955,  Mrs.  J.  A.  M.  Taylor,  the 
wife  of  our  Grand  Z  entertained  the  wives  of  our  Distinguished 
Guests,  and  her  Committee  with  a  dinner  in  the  Blue  Room  of 
the  King  Edward  Hotel,  Toronto. 

Wednesday  evening,  April  27th,  1955,  the  Annual  Banquet 
was  held  in  the  Crystal  Ballroom  of  the  King  Edward  Hotel,  the 
Guest  Speaker  being  Brother  The  Rev.  Cecil  Swanson,  D.D., 
Rector  of  St.  Paul's  Anglican  Church,  Toronto.  His  address  was 
most  interesting,  humorous,  and  Dominion-wide  in  its  scope.  He 
held  those  assembled,  some  460  in  number,  in  a  state  of  wonder 
and  amazement  at  his  great  knowledge  of  the  north-west  part  of 
our  country.  He  also  spoke  in  glowing  terms  of  his  visit  to 
England  on  the  occasion  of  the  Coronation  of  our  Most  Gracious 
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Majesty.  Queen  Elizabeth  II,  as  one  of  the  representatives  of  the 
Church  of  England  in  Canada.  At  the  conclusion  of  his  address 
he  was  accorded  great  applause.  During  the  banquet  we  were  enter- 
tained by  a  very  talented  group  of  Canadian  violinists,  known  as 
"Enchanted  Strings".  This  group  of  artists  and  their  pianist  re- 
ceived tremendous  applause  for  their  portion  of  the  programme. 

Special  mention  and  sincere  thanks  are  extended  to  all  the 
chairmen  of  the  committees  and  those  assisting  for  the  generous 
contribution  to  the  success  of  the  97th  Convocation.  Your  services 
are  greatly  appreciated. 

Numerous  letters  and  telegrams  of  congratulations  were  re- 
ceived from  our  friends  from  Sister  Jurisdictions. 

Our  Grand  Z.  gave  each  of  his  guests  a  special  greeting  and 
asked  them  all  to  say  a  few  words  from  their  respective  Grand 
Bodies,  which  were  thoroughly  enjoyed  by  the  Companions. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE— President 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Melville  S.  Gooderham Grand  H. 

244  Inglewood  Drive,  Toronto,  Ont. 

BY  VIRTUE  OF  OFFICE 
M.  Ex.  Comp.  John  Loftus  House Grand  Z. 

14  Pearson  Ave.,  Toronto  Ont. 
M.  Ex.  Comp.  John  M.  Burden,  Q.C.,  Grand  Z.,  1943-44. 

126  Old  Orchard  Grove,  Toronto,  Ont. 
M.  Ex.  Comp.  Reg.  V.  E.  Conover,  O.B.E.,  Grand  Z.,  1945-1946. 

Brampton,  Ont.  (Box  717). 
M.  Ex.  Comp.  Frederick  Wm.  Dean,  Grand  Z.,  1947-1948,  Grand  Treasurer 

244  Holton  Ave.  South,  Hamilton,  Ont. 
M.  Ex.  Comp.  Clarence  MacLeod  Pitts,  1949-1950. 

Tiffany  Apts.  (P.O.  Box  374),  Ottawa,  Ont. 
M.  Ex.  Comp.  Alexander  George  Noel  Bradshaw,  1951-1952. 

655  Waterloo  Street,  London,  Ont. 
M.  Ex.  Comp.  John  Alexander  Macdonald  Taylor,  1953-1954. 

R.R.  No.  1,  Hornby,  Ont. 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Maurice  A.  Searle Grand  J. 

Apt.  206,  111  Oriole  Parkway,  Toronto,  Ont. 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Fred  J.  Johnson Grand  Scribe  E. 

400  Lake  Promenade,  Long  Branch,  Ont. 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Frank  B.  Lottridge Grand  Scribe  N. 

9  Junken  St.,  St.  Catharines,  Ont. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE— Honorary 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Oliver  Ellwood, 

137  John  Street,  London,  Ont. 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Benjamin  F.  Nott, 

409  Algonquin  Ave.,  North  Bay,  Ont. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE— Elected 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  James  E.  Girven, 

581  Weller  St.,  Peterborough,  Ont. 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Bruce  H.  Smith, 

169  Dufferin  Ave.,  Belleville,  Ont. 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Charles  W.  Emmett, 

1310  Tecumseh  Park  Drive,  Port  Credit,  Ont. 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  F.  Carl  Ackert, 

1  Lincoln  Ave.,  Gait,  Ont. 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  George  A.  Phillips,  Jr., 

P.O.  Drawer  1550,  Smiths  Falls,  Ont. 
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EXECUTIVE    COMMITTEE— Appointed 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  Earl  Davidson, 

34  The  Drive,  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  Ont. 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  John  A.  Mackie, 

10  Reigate  Rd.,  Toronto  18,  Ont. 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Lloyd  B.  Gillespie, 

410  Eden  Ave.,  Ottawa,  Ont. 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  Howard  Coleman, 

104  Lincoln  Park  Ave.,  Sarnia,  Ont. 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Carroll  E.  Griffin, 

358  Thorold  Rd.,  R.R.  No.  5,  Welland,  Ont. 

BENEVOLENT  COMMITTEE 

(Members  of  the  Executive  Committee  by  Virtue  of  Office) 
M.  Ex.  Comp.  Frederick  W.  Dean, 

244  Holton  Ave.  South,  Hamilton,  Ont. 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  DeForest  Charles  Patmore, 

10  Maple  Drive,  R.R.  No.  3,  Orillia,  Ont. 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Robert  N.  McElhinney, 

69  Fuller  Ave.,  Toronto,  Ont. 

GRAND  SUPERINTENDENTS 
(Members  of  the  Executive  Committee  by  Virtue  of  Office) 

SUB  COMMITTEES 

GRAND  Z.'s  ADDRESS 

M.  Ex.  Comps.  John  M.  Burden,  Q.C.  (Chairman),  R.  V.  Conover,  F.  W. 

Dean,  C.  M.  Pitts,  A.  G.  N.  Bradshaw,  J.  A.  M.  Taylor. 

WARRANTS  AND  DISPENSATIONS 

R.  Ex.  Comps.  George  A.  Phillips,  Jr.  (Chairman),  A.  E.  Wilkinson,  H.  S. 

Merrall,  J.  N.  Davis,  D.  R.  Davidson,  H.  S.  McElrath. 

PRINTING  AND  SUPPLIES 
R.  Ex.  Comps.  C.  E.  Griffin  (Chairman),  C.  M.  Platten,  F.  S.  Fordham. 

FINANCE 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  James  E.  Girven  (Chairman) i  Grand  Council,  Past  Grand 

Z.'s,  Grand  Treasurer,  Chairman  of  Investments  and  Grand  S.E. 

INVESTMENTS 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  C.  Ackert   (Chairman),  Grand  Council,  Grand  Treasurer 

and  Grand  Scribe  E. 

BENEVOLENCE 
M.  Ex.  Comp.  Frederick  W.  Dean  (Chairman),  R.  Ex.  Comps.  D.  C.  Pat- 
more  and  R.  N.  McElhinney 

GRIEVANCES  AND  APPEALS 
M.  Ex.  Comps.  A.  G.  N.  Bradshaw  (Chairman),  J.  M.  Burden,  Q.C,  and 

R.  V.  Conover. 

CONDITION  OF  CAPITULAR  MASONRY 
R.  Ex.  Comps.  John  A.  Mackie  (Chairman),  R.  J.  Axcell,  E,  A.  Martin, 
G.  A.  C.  Cunton,  E.  H.  Logan,  B.  M.  McNaughton  and  P.  C.  Freeberg. 

CONSTITUTION,  LAWS  AND  JURISPRUDENCE 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Clarence  M.  Pitts  (Chairman). 
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FRATERNAL  DEAD 
R.   Ex.   Comp.   L.   B.   Gillespie    (Chairman),   R.   Ex.   Comp.   Rev.   G.   H# 
Thomas   (Vice-Chairman),  R.  Ex.  Comps.  F.  B.  Lottridge,  S.  D.  Lacey, 

T.  Burke. 

FRATERNAL   CORRESPONDENCE 
M.  Ex.  Comp.  R.  V.  Conover. 

MILEAGE  AND  PER  DIEM 
R.  Ex.  Comps.  Bruce  H.  Smith  and  J.  H.  Coleman. 

EDUCATION  AND  INSTRUCTION  

M.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  A.  M.  Taylor  (Chairman),  Grand  Council,  P.G.Z.'s  and 

Grand  Lecturer. 

MEMBERSHIP 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  C.  W.  Emmett  (Chairman),  R.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  E.  Davidson 

(Vice-Chairman),  R.  Ex.  Comps.  H.  D.  Hyndham,  L.  W.  Coombs,  H.  S. 

Ewing,  R.  Fulton,  C.  M.  Platten,  C.  E.  Saunders. 

DISTINGUISHED  SERVICE  AWARD 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  R.  V.  Conover  (Chairman),  M.  Ex.  Comps.  J.  M.  Burden, 

Q.C.,  and  C.  M.  Pitts 

SPECIAL  COMMITTEE  FOR  25  AND  50  YEAR  JEWELS 
M.  Ex.  Comp.  R.  V.  Conover  (Chairman),  M.  Ex.  Comps.  J.  M.  Burden, 

Q.C.,  and  C.  M.  Pitts 

VICTORY  THANKSGIVING  BENEVOLENT  FUND 
M.  Ex.  Comp.  F.  Dean  (Chairman),  Grand  Council  and  Past  Grand  Z.'s. 

CENTENNIAL   CELEBRATION 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  M.   S.  Gooderham   (Chairman),  Grand   Council   and  Past 

Grand  Z.'s. 
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SUSPENSIONS— 1954 
2— Harry  J.  Stuart,  J.  H.  Kennedy.  3— S.  J.  Caves.  5— E.  G.  Ollmann, 
G.  Thompson,  A.  Squires,  L.  M.  Arroud,  J.  S.  Smith,  E.  H.  Monks,  S.  A. 
Young,  W.  L.  Gunton,  R.  H.  Baker,  D.  A.  Wilson,  P.  C.  B.  Freemantle,  H. 
O.  Rhoads,  E.  G.  Dampier,  0.  T.  Parr,  L.  C.  McCarthy,  T.  A.  Muir.  7— 
R.  L.  Bird.  15— G.  Fulcher,  I.  E.  Wise,  L.  M.  Peffers.  19— W.  P.  Court, 
A.  R.  Mason.  20— L.  C.  Fuller,  A.  D.  Stillman,  W.  Blacker,  G.  C.  Weller, 
N.  W.  Martin.  24— G.  N.  Edwards,  H.  Nuttall,  J.  F.  Pearen.  27— P. 
Dickson,  J.  B.  Clark.  28— R.  Tait,  S.  R.  Ward.  35— E.  F.  Rose,  F.  H, 
N.  Bartley.  36— A.  Sands,  A.  E.  Simmons,  W.  E.  Morris,  C.  H.  Ackei- 
man,  F.  E.  Convery.  54— C.  V.  Lovelock,  A.  E.  Stokes,  J.  W.  Doan,  L. 
Barnes,  M.  B.  Ryckman,  D.  Smoke,  C.  Roberts.  A,  H.  Goddard.  56— W. 
T.  Walker.  59— H.  W.  Blake,  A.  A.  Birks.  66— G.  Ritchie.  73— R.  E. 
Crosby,  A.  Wootton,  W.  J.  Poole.  77— S.  D.  Joliff,  W.  M.  Cook,  R.  R. 
Darby,  A.  N.  Sparling.  79— C.  J.  Ainsworth,  G.  Wilson.  81— C.  K. 
Clark.  88— C.  J.  Draper,  A.  N.  Morrison.  90— R.  Learmond.  102— 
R.  H.  McLean,  H.  Taylor-Bailey,  K.  E.  Badin,  J.  S.  McGonegal,  R.  S. 
Kemp,  W.  Furniss.  104— O.  Bergquist.  112— T.  Hargreaves,  H.  W. 
Meckle,  O.  A.  Barkley.  113— W.  Racine.  114— W.  N.  Thomson,  D. 
Baxter.  117— J.  H.  Braby.  119— F.  C.  Moore.  130— P.  G.  Scott. 
135— L.  Ballantyne.  140— W.  N.  McCormack,  F.  C.  Meadwell,  J.  G. 
Maki.  145^J.  S.  Penman,  A.  B.  Holmes,  W.  D.  Hawke,  G.  C.  Nesbitt. 
148— C.  A.  Murray.  150— G.  D.  Christman.  151--E.  J.  Foster.  161— 
H.  Davis,  R.  S.  Wise,  J.  L.  Burns.  163— W.  A.  Stanley.  169— L.  W. 
Herron.  184— G.  S.  Forbes.  198— J.  B.  White,  W.  C.  Huckle.  203— 
W.  Y.  Sinclair,  J.  H.  Swann.  210— J.  E,  Johnston.  214— F.  Braith- 
waite.  215— G.  Harris,  F.  J.  Clarke,  A.  E.  McHugh,  J.  D.  Burdett. 
217— F.  A.  Frank.  220— J.  L.  Watt,  E.  Major,  F.  A.  Hirlethey,  P.  J. 
Feakins.  222— W.  D.  Mills,  F.  K.  Payne,  L.  E.  Ashby,  H.  G.  Allen,  H.  R. 
Aitken,  S.  Wade,  C.  G.  Marshall.  227— G.  Fitzgerald,  J.  W.  Knott.  231— 
R.  J.  Crane,  L.  McGuire,  J.  A.  Bell,  W.  V.  Herbert,  F.  H.  Grimmer.  232— 
R.  I.  Foster,  W.  F.  B.  Patterson,  A.  A.  Reid.  234 — J.  H.  Bateman.  236— 
H.  Gray.  250— C.  R.  Frederick,  L.  White,  F.  Baillie.  252— F.  Wade,  J. 
Woods,  C.  Camanado,  J.  S.  Webb.  256— N.  Postings,  W.  Kayes,  A. 
Skidnur. 

DEMITS— 1954 
2— J.  H.  Nunn,  E.  N.  Patterson,  J.  W.  Boyd.  3— S.  C.  Hicks.  5— A. 
Thompson,  R.  W.  Cline,  J.  Davidson.  6— F.  E.  Boyd,  C.  E.  Naphtali,  M. 
C.  Neilson.  8— H.  F.  Hancock,  H.  I.  Montgomery.  15— W.  H.  Craig, 
E.  D.  F.  White.  16 — R.  H.  Steele,  J.  A.  Steele,  B.  Thomas,  D.  J.  Camp- 
bell, R.  R.  Smith,  C.  F.  Jacques,  J.  L.  Mercer,  G.  E.  Mclnnis,  H.  E.  Elliott, 
E.  W.  Lewis,  R.  E.  Campbell.  18— J.  Clark.  19— W.  T.  Chestney,  E. 
Bowman,  E.  G.  Conlin,  L.  J.  Lemke.  20 — D.  J.  Twiss,  L.  B.  Cornfoot, 
A.  J.  McMillan.  23— W.  W.  Wells,  L.  Vivian,  C.  P.  Vivian.  24— E.  P. 
East,  W.  H.  Pollard.  27— B.  R.  Greir,  W.  E.  Lalonde,  R.  MacDonald. 
28— W.  C.  Herrin,  O.  H.  Watson,  J.  Davies,  L.  E.  Saunders,  G.  A.  Palmer, 
H.  L.  Durkin,  W.  Spencer,  R.  Gage,  H.  S.  White,  T.  Cassidy.  30— J.  N. 
Moulden.  32— A.  F.  DeLong.  35— F.  Wells,  J.  McK.  Roblin.  36— A. 
S.  Yelland,  A.  A.  Perrin,  C.  E.  Smith,  H.  Worton,  S.  McK.  Thompson. 
40— S.  Oliver,  A.  W.  Smith  41— R.  L.  Miller.  45— H.  J.  Waite,  H. 
Chatterson,  R.  Bellamy,  R.  Greenfield,  W.  Gillespie,  C.  Smith.  47— B. 
M.  Coombe,  W.  A.  Laing,  D.  M.  Lawrason.  48 — T.  Medhurst,  A.  H. 
Cowin,  F.  W.  Lapp,  D.  Hill.  54— F.  Batisti,  H.  H.  Roberts,  F.  Mason, 
W.  H.  Whalley,  J.  E.  Catherall.  56— N.  L.  Kilpatrick.  59— M.  G. 
Young,  E.  Anderson.  61— H.  C.  Wolfraim.  62— F.  Shuttleworth,  A. 
Davies.  63— F.  E.  Bloor.  64— W.  Warrell,  J.  Mudie,  P.  H.  Rummers, 
H.  L.  Rouse.  65— F.  B.  Eagleson,  H.  McPhedran,  J.  C.  McClelland,  N. 
T.  Maclaurin.  71— J.  M.  Cumming,  F.  W.  Pigeon,  J.  Bell.  73— C.  McLaren, 
W.  R.  McTavish,  W.  B.  Ellwood.  75— R.  M.  Clements.  76— H.  E.  Wil- 
liams.      77 — E.   M.   Rolston,   R.    G.    Quinton,    G.    R.    MacClanathan,    L. 
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Cousineau.  78— M.  C.  Murdy.  79— E.  E.  Taylor,  A.  M.  McKay,  F. 
Aboud.  80— C.  M.  Lamb,  S.  Mahair,  A.  Inkster.  81— W.  W.  J.  Tait, 
E.  W.  Haines.  82— R.  G.  Seobie,  W.  A.  Pettifer,  J.  F.  Crossley,  J.  R. 
McMenemy,  H.  Kalz.  83— G.  Sproule.  90— R.  M.  Sanderson,  M.  W. 
Kendall.  91— D.  G.  McCrone,  S.  Morris.  94— R.  J.  Curry.  95— C.  E. 
Crosby,  A.  B.  Newton,  S.  C.  Tucker.  102— W.  D.  Boyd,  L.  F.  Pickering, 
G.  F.  0.  Wilson,  D.  A.  Hopper.  103— G.  N.  Colville.  112— E.  C.  Hess, 
C.  B.  Rombough.  113— C.  R.  Rudd.  115— J.  Geary,  M.  B.  Plumstead. 
117— C.  E.  Cooper.  129— W.  A.  Andrew.  130— W.  Rake.  131— W.  E. 
Fuer.  134— M.  Morrison,  H.  Hesketh.  135— A.  Watson.  138— W.  R. 
Newes,  P.  Hanson.  140— A.  Winn,  D.  P.  Jeffries,  G.  C.  Miller,  C.  L. 
Bruce.  144— N.  Flindall.  145— G.  T.  Trowhill,  W.  Merjanes,  G.  H. 
Casselman,  Kurt  R.  Swinton,  C.  Moyse,  A.  O.  W.  Harris,  R.  P.  Morrison. 
146-^J.  G.  Woolley,  O.  M.  Nickel.  147— W.  A.  Mair.  148— K.  W. 
Rayner.  149— F.  N.  Walker.  151— E.  E.  Maybee,  H.  W.  Sweet.  152— 
R.  B.  Zeamer,  F.  A.  Linguist.  153— W.  C.  Noble.  163— C.  W.  Loomis. 
167— F.  A.  Gendron,  J.  A.  Davidson,  F.  J.  Clute.  169— E.  A.  Kelly,  A. 
G.  Grant.  184— B.  G.  Gunn,  A.  E.  Osborn.  185— G.  L.  Butcher.  198— 
A.  C.  Harris.  212 — A.  Waldman,  H.  Fepperman.  213 — W.  S.  Jamieson. 
214— W.  A.  Munro.  215— L.  K.  Redman,  C.  L.  Kent.  217— T.  E.  Mc- 
Gratten.  220— D.  D.  Spencer.  22— L.  A.  Robitaille,  T.  D.  Berry,  W.  G. 
Burns.  223— H.  Vandewater,  J.  H.  Smith.  224— A.  Cadenhead,  T.  Mc- 
Aulay,  K.  Dooley.  225— W.  J.  Corneil.  230— S.  P.  Davey.  231— W.  T. 
Lyons,  L.  J.  Colling,  W.  C.  Reid.  232— C.  H.  Gaynor,  S.  A.  Baird. 
233— C.  L.  Beattie.  234— H.  G.  Pettigrew.  235— W.  Dyer.  236— L. 
Harrison.  238— W.  F.  Webster.  239— D.  G.  Widmeyer,  J.  F.  Mc- 
Guigan,  E.  C.  Soles.  240— G.  A.  Adams.  241— C.  M.  Ritchie,  T.  L.- 
Campbell. 243— W.  A.  McNeil,  J.  W.  Boyd.  246— A.  J.  Halman,  H.  M. 
LeGard,  M.  Palmer,  C.  S.  Greives.  250— J.  Fiddis,  F.  N.  Brown,  C.  E. 
Gamble.  252— W.  A.  McPhee,  T.  L.  Little.  253— F.  R.  McMillan,  A. 
H.  Cook,  R.  Davidson,  J.  H.  Misner.  255— W.  W.  J.  Tait.  256— J.  R. 
Steinhauer. 

RESTORATIONS— 1954 
1—M.  V.  Buffan,  F.  Deeker.  4— G.  C.  Hevenor.  16— A.  H.  Conway,  Ed. 
G.  Pritchard.  20— C.  J.  Clemett,  C.  A.  Potter.  23— L.  D.  Dennis.  40— 
W.  G.  Moore.  55— C.  O.  Haines.  68— L.  S.  Render.  76— C.  R.  Pay. 
80— S.  W.  Aiken.  91— J.  J.  Leslie,  J.  Thomson.  95— H.  Hocken. 
103— W.  A.  Black.  110— K.  J.  Bound.  113— G.  B.  Chatterton.  116— 
E.  C.  Marshall.  133— R.  L.  Fawcett.  138— A.  E.  Hoffman,  E.  H. 
Wayne.  140— G.  G.  Miller.  149— L.  L.  Budreau.  161— A.  A.  Reid. 
212— B.  Kassel,  S.  Kellerman,  A.  Kagan.  217— W.  Hutchinson.  235— 
S.  R.  Heaps.      234— L.  G.  King.      242— G.  W.  Henderson. 

ST.  CLAIR  DISTRICT,  No.  1 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Edward  Hugh  Logan,  Dresden,  Ont. 

47.  Wellington Chatham      119.  King  Cyrus Leamington 

71.  Prince  of  Wales  Amherstburg      153.  Sombra Wallaceburg 

73.  Erie Ridgetown      164.  Lome West    Lome 

80.  Ark Windsor      239.  Blenheim Blenheim 

88.  MacNabb Dresden      250.  Thomas    Peters Windsor 

LONDON  DISTRICT,  No.  2 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Sidney  Daniel  Lacey,  31  St.  George  St.,  Aylmer,  Ont. 

3.  St.  John's London        81.  Aylmer Aylmer 

5.  St.  George's London      150.  London London 

15.  Wawanos Sarnia       214.  Vimy Inwood 

53.  Bruce Petrolia        238.  The   St.  Andrew London 

54.  Palestine St.  Thomas      242.  St.    Paul's Lambeth 

74.  Beaver Strathroy      247.  Nilestown Nilestown 

78.  Minnewawa Parkhill      252.  Hiawatha Sarnia 
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WILSON  DISTRICT,  No.  3 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Andrew  Emberry  Williamson,  Box  683,  Port  Dover,  Ont. 

18.  Oxford Woodstock        41.  Harris Ingersoll 

20.  Mount    Horeb  Brantford      115.  Brant Paris 

23.  Ezra Simcoe      253.  Regal Port  Dover 

255.  Tillsonburg  Tillsonburg 

WELLINGTON  DISTRICT,  No.  4 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Burton  Malcolm  McNaughton,  14  Mercer  Ave.,  Kitchener, 

Ont. 

32.  Waterloo Gait      218.  Prince  Edward  Shelburne 

40.  Guelph Guelph      221.  Durham Durham 

67.  Enterprise Palmerston      234.  Halton Georgetown 

83.  Ionic Orangeville      245.  Preston Preston 

117.  Kitchener Kitchener 

HAMILTON  DISTRICT,  No.  5 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  H.  Stuart  Merrall,  Caledonia,  Ont. 

2.  The  Hiram Hamilton      175.  The    Hamilton Hamilton 

6.  St.  John's  Hamilton      224.  Keystone Hamilton 

75.  St.     Clair Milton      236.  Caledonia Caledonia 

104.  White   Oak Oakville      243.  McKay Stoney  Creek 

155.  Ancaster  Ancaster 

HURON  DISTRICT,  No.  6 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Thomas  Burke,  Box  18,  Wroxeter,  Ont. 

24.  Tecumseth Stratford        84.  Lebanon Wingham 

30.  Huron Goderich       129.  Elliot Mitchell 

46.  St.  James St.  Mary's      130.  Chantry Southampton 

63.  Havelock Kincardine      146.  Bernard Listowel 

66.  The    Malloch Seaforth      147.  Lucknow Lucknow 

NIAGARA  DISTRICT,  No.  7 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  John  Nickle  Davis,  Smithville,  Ont. 

19.  Mt.  Moriah St.  Catharines        69.  Grimsby Grimsby 

29.  McCallum Dunnville        76.  Mount  Nebo         Niagara  Falls 

55.  Niagara    Niagara-on-the-Lake      184.  Hugh  Murray       Fort  Erie  N. 
57.  King  Hiram  Pt.  Colborne      240.  Smithville Smithville 

64.  Willson Welland 

TORONTO  EAST  DISTRICT,  No.  8 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Clifford  Mendham  Platten,  52  Donegall  Dr.,  Leaside,  Toronto 

4.  St.  Andrew  &  St.  John,  Toronto      163.  The  Beaches Toronto 

8.  King   Solomon's Toronto      205.  Victoria Thornhill 

62.  York Toronto      217.  St.   Alban's Toronto 

65.  St.    Paul's  Toronto      225.  Beaver Toronto 

79.  Orient Toronto      235.  Aurora Aurora 

135.  Succoth  Uxbridge      241.  University Toronto 

145.  The  St.  Patrick  Toronto 

TORONTO  WEST  DISTRICT,  No.  8A 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Fredrick  Sydney  Fordham,  55  East  Glen  Cres.,  Toronto  18 

77.  Occident  Toronto      220.  Lebanon Lambton    Mills 

91.  Toronto-Antiquity         Toronto      230.  Port  Credit  Port   Credit 

138.  Shekinah  Toronto      231.  The  St.  Clair  Toronto 

195.  Peel  Brampton      232.  King  Cyrus  Toronto 

212.  Mount   Sinai Toronto      233.  Oakwood  Toronto 

215.  Mimico Mimico      246.  Humber  Weston 

219.  Ulster    Toronto 
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GEORGIAN  DISTRICT,  No.  9 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Daniel  Robert  Davidson,  Wiarton,  Ont. 

27.  Manitou Collingwood      131.  Amabel Wiarton 

34.  Signet Barrie      167.  Kichikewana Midland 

56.  Georgian Owen  Sound      198.  Couchiching Orillia 

ONTARIO  DISTRICT,  No.  10 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Harry  Sloan  Ewing,  Brighton,  Ont. 

28.  Pentalpha Oshawa        94.  Midland Lindsay 

35.  Keystone Whitby  110.  Warkworth Warkworth 

36.  Corinthian Peterboro  134.  King  Darius Cannington 

37.  Victoria Port  Hope  168.  Ionic Campbellford 

45.  Excelsior Colborne  249.  Palestine Bowmanville 

48.  St.  John's Cobourg 

PRINCE  EDWARD  DISTRICT,  No.  11 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Harper  Samuel  McElrath,  67  W.  Moira  St.,  Belleville,  Ont. 

7.  The  Moira Belleville        72.  Keystone Stirling 

26.  St.  Mark's Trenton      144.  Presqu'lle Brighton 

31.  Prince   Edward Picton      161.  Madoc Madoc 

44.  Mount    Sinai Napanee      227.  Quinte  Friendship Belleville 

ST.  LAWRENCE  DISTRICT,  No.  12 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Hugh  Donald  Hyndman,  Box  142,  Kemptville,  Ont. 

1.  Ancient  Frontenac  &  68.  Maitland Kemptville 

Cataraqui Kingston      112.  St.   John's Morrisburg 

22.  Grenville Prescott      113.  Covenant Cornwall 

59.  Sussex-St.  Lawrence,  Brock'le      132.  Leeds Gananoque 

OTTAWA  DISTRICT,  No.  13 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Reginald  James  Axcell,  132  General  Ave.,  Ottawa,  Ont. 

16.  Carleton Ottawa      148.  St.  John's Vankleek  Hill 

61.  Granite Almonte      151.  Laurentian Pembroke 

114.  Bonnechere Renfrew      210.  Kitchener Russell 

116.  Maple Carleton  Place      222.  Ottawa Ottawa 

133.  St.   Francis Smiths   Falls      226.  Prince  of  Wales Perth 

143.  Glengarry Maxville      248.  Dochert Arnprior 

ALGOMA  DISTRICT,  No.  14 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Paul  Charles  Freeberg,  232-2nd  St.  East,  Fort  Frances,  Ont. 

82.  Shuniah Port  Arthur      149.  Atwood Rainy  River 

90.  Golden Kenora      152.  Alberton Ft.  Frances 

140.  Ft.  William Ft.  William      254.  Golden  Star Dryden 

NEW  ONTARIO  DISTRICT,  No.  15 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Earl  Alexander  Martin,  Sudbury,  Ont. 

58.  Pembroke Mattawa      102.  Algonquin Sault  Ste.  Marie 

95.  Tuscan Sudbury      103.  St.  John's North  Bay 

257.  Espanola Espanola 

TEMISKAMING  DISTRICT,  No.  16 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Leslie  Walker  Coombs,  Swastika,  Ont. 

169.  Temiskaming       New  Liskeard      223.  Abitibi Iroquois  Falls 

203.  Cobalt Cobalt      251  Kirkland Kirkland  Lake 

213.  Northern    Lights Timmins 

YUKON  TERRITORY  DISTRICT,  No.  17 
R.  Ex,  Comp.  Gordon  A.  Claude  Gunton,  Box  344,  Whitehorse,  Y.T. 

154.  Klondike Dawson,   Y.T. 

256.  Yukon Whitehorse,  Y.T. 
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FIRST  PRINCIPALS 
1^55  -  1956 

NAMES  AND  ADDRESSES 

No. 

1.  K.  H.  Gibson,  702  Johnson  St.,  Kingston 

2.  S.  H.  Dolman,  34  Parkside  Drive,  Hamilton 
3  Herbert  T.  Down,  349  Simcoe  St.,  London 

4.  H.  J.  McCaw,  381  Manor  Rd.  E.,  Toronto 

5.  J.  A.  Kennedy,  261  Wortley  Road,  London 

6.  Fred  Scott,  41  Fairfield  Ave.  N.,  Hamilton 

7.  A.  W.  Hag-gar,  36  Burton  St.,  Belleville 

8.  Horace  Carr,  193  Wineva  Ave.,  Toronto 

15.  Harold  R.  Marriott,  216  Kathleen  Ave.,  Sarnia 

16.  J.  S.  H.  Taylor,  44  Lees  Ave.,  Ottawa 

18.  H.  Hall,  42  Norwich  Ave.,  Woodstock 

19.  John  C.  Wismer,  R.R.  No.  1,  Gordon  Station 

20.  James  Haynes,  89  Ontario  St.,  Brantford 

22.  G.  R.  Drummond,  Spencerville 

23.  J.  L    Hyde,  Waterford 

24.  J.  S.  Barr,  330  Ontario  St.,  Stratford 

26.  Ross  Milligan,  15  Richard  St.,  Trenton 

27.  John  M   Taylor,  R.R.  No.  1,  Collingwood 

28.  J.  R.  Wheeler,  854  Colborne  St.  E.,  Oshawa 

29.  R.  R.  Reece,  Dunnville 

30.  Russel  E.  Pfrimmer,  R.R.  No.  4,  Goderich 

31.  David  Campbell,  Picton 

32.  D.  J.  Marriott,  47  Lincoln  Ave.,  Gait 

34.  J.  E.  Williams,  104  Essa  Road,  Sarnia 

35.  Edward  Lovelock,  Brooklin 

36.  R.  W.  Williams,  723  St.  Marys  St.,  Peterborough 

37.  W.  H.  Meldrum,  7  Pine  St.,  Port  Hope 

40.  ,J.  W.  Frey,  R.R.  No.  6,  Guelph 

41.  John  W.  Eckhardt,  Ingersoll 

44.  E.  Zeran,  Napanee 

45.  Morley  Cook,  Colborne 

46.  F.  R.  Stewart,  St.  Mary's 

47.  J.  E.  Montgomery,  98  Harvey  St.,  Chatham 

48.  Thos.  G.  Perry,  R.R.  No.  5,  Cobourg 

53.  Geo.  H.  Downer,  Petrolia 

54.  J.  W.  Harriman,  60  Redan  St.,  St.  Thomas 

55.  C.  A.  Larson,  203  Russell  Ave.,  St.  Catharines 

56.  G.  L.  Nystrom,  972  -  4th  Ave.  W.,  Owen  Sound 

57.  L.  L.  Doan,  193  Main  St.,  Port  Colborne 
59.  W.  E.  Morden,  61  Chafey  St.,  Brockville 

61.  Wm.  J.  Sutherland,  R.R.  No.  2,  Almonte 

62.  Jos.  Shield,  R.R.  1,  Buttonville 

63.  C.  O.  Bridge,  R.R.  No.  4,  Kincardine 

64.  E.  C.  Hudon,  36  Margery  St.,  Welland 

65.  Dr.  Angus  McLeod,  170  St.  George  St.,  Toronto  5 

66.  J.  B.  Higgins,  R.R.  No.  2,  Bayfield 

67.  Art  Brown,  Box  120,  Palmerston 

68.  Keith  Forbes,  Kemptville 

69.  G.  Hilts,  Grimsby 

71.  Donald  Hines,  Essex 

72.  James  Johnston,  R.R.  No.  1,  Harold 

73.  Roy  McEachran,  179  Inches  Ave.,  Chatham 

74.  Walter  D.  Kelly,  Petrolia 

75.  Elmer  Zimmerman,  Milton 

76.  A.  G.  Martin,  1110  Wilmott  St.,  Niagara  Falls 
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77.  Harold  Lesy,  Apt.  201,  136  Kingston  Rd.,  Toronto  8 

78.  J.  F.  Hodgins,  R.R.  No.  8  Parkhill 

79.  Albert  0.  Cook,  1021A  Pape  Ave.,  Toronto  6 

80.  H.  B.  Porter,  2433  Windermere,  Windsor 

81.  Claire  Pressey,  R.R.  No.  1,  Corinth 

82.  E.  S.  Pearson,  208  Farrand  St.,  Port  Arthur 

83.  W.  J.  Albert  Dunn,  Orangeville 

84.  Miller  Davis,  Wingham 

88.  Gordon  Higgs,  R.R.  No.  1,  Turnerville 

90.  John  Miller,  120  Third  St.,  North  Kenora 

91.  Clair  Howes,  397  Davisville  Ave.,  Toronto 

94.  L.  A.  Gilkinson,  2  Wellington  St.,  Lindsay 

95.  Fred  Lumley,  Sr.,  Copper  Cliff 

102.  John  Henry  Davey,  556  Queen  St.  E.,  Sault  Ste.  Marie 

103.  E.  Lome  Moore,  105  First  Ave.  E.,  North  Bay 

104.  Harry  Barrett,  120  Randall  St.,  Oakville 
110.  William  Turney,  Castleton 

112.  D.  J.  Dillabough,  R.R.  No.  1,  Morrisburg 

113.  John  M.  Pottie,  414  Marlborough  St.,  Cornwall 

114.  D.  R.  Preston,  67  Peter  St.,  Renfrew 

115.  R.  C.  Walker,  R.R.  No.  1,  St.  George 

116.  A.  A.  Wright,  Box  253,  Carleton  Place 

117.  Clayton  C.  Stroh,  98  Kent  Ave.,  Kitchener 
119.  James  Gould,  Wheatley 

129.  John  R.  Coveney,  Mitchell 

130.  John  Norton,  Paisley 

131.  Gerald  Bell,  Lions  Head 

132.  Wm.  R.  Johnston,  Gananoque 

133.  T.  J.  Porter,  65  Daniel  St.,  Smith  Falls 

134.  Clausen  White,  Pefferlaw 

135.  Mason  Acton,  Uxbridge 

138.  T.  R.  Todd,  921  St.  Clair  Ave.  W.,  Toronto 

140.  Alex.  Wilson,  741  Sprague  St.,  Fort  William 

143.  Charles  E.  Blair,  Moose  Creek 

144.  Roy  H.  Spencer,  Brighton 

145.  A.  J.  Martin,  76  Sutherland  Dr.,  Leaside  (Toronto) 

146.  J.  A.  Wilson,  Listowel 

147.  Floyd  Wilson,  Lucknow 

148.  Vernon  Stephens,  R.R.  No.  1,  Vankleek  Hill 

149.  Wm.  1.  Podscalny,  Rainy  River 

150.  John  Duffy,  1245  Wilton  Ave.,  London 

151.  Clifford  Stone,  R.R.  No.  3,  Cobden 

152.  M.  F.  Hemmens,  235  Third  St.  E.,  Fort  Frances 

153.  Ian  E.  Scott,  Box  132,  Wallaceburg 
154. 

155.  J.  G.  Myers,  Copetown 

161.  Carl  Whittemore,  Marmora 

163.  G.  F.  Allen,  102  Courcellette  Rd.,  Toronto 

164.  Allan  E.  Stuart,  R.R.,  West  Lome 

167.  Stewart  Holt,  149  Seventh  St.,  Midland 

168.  H.  Beatty,  Campbellford 

169.  D.  R.  Young,  Haileybury 

175.  J.  R.  Dunbar,  26  Fairleigh  Ave.  S,,  Hamilton 

184.  H.  S.  Winkworth,  Box  67,  Fort  Erie 

195.  Elmer  Carney,  R.R.  No.  2,  Georgetown 

198.  H.  V.  Sansom,  Orillia 

203.  G.  G.  Pacey,  Temagami 

205.  Harold  Ince,  158  Spruce  Ave.,  Richvale 

210.  William  J.  Campbell,  Russell 

212.  Murray  Fidler,  216  Glenayr  Road,  Toronto 
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213.  C.  L.  Current,  279  Maple  St.  S.,  Timmins 

214.  Terry  C.  Smith,  In  wood 

215.  George  H.  Walker,  87  Alder  Cres.,  Long  Branch 
217.  Thomas  R.  Briscoe,  43  Ardagh  St.,  Toronto  9 
218  Bernard  Robinson,  Homing's  Mills 

219.  Thomas  H.  Barker,  Richvile 

220.  Gordon  H.  Horner,  15  Lynnhaven  Rd.,  Toronto 

221.  W.  H.  A.  Hill,  Hanover 

222.  John  Sinclair,  1146  Rockingham  Ave.,  Ottawa 

223.  James  Morgan,  Iroquois  Falls 

224.  M.  K.  Thomas,  579  Beach  Blvd.,  Hamilton 

225.  S.  W.  Alexander,  122  Chine  Drive,  Toronto 

226.  D.  C.  Kerr,  Perth 

227.  Chas.  West,  10  North  Park  St.,  Belleville 

230.  Cliff  M.  Lobban,  23  White  Oak  Blvd.,  Toronto  18 

231.  David  N.  Pugsley,  688  Mount  Pleasant  Rd.,  Toronto 

232.  Charles  J.  Henry,  18  Wayne  Ave.   (Walmar  Hgts.  P.O.),  Scarboro 

233.  E.  W.  Humphreys,  1993  Yonge  St.,  Toronto 

234.  James  E.  McCaig,  Maple  Ave.,  Georgetown 

235.  Geo.  Chatburn,  Wellington  St.  WT.,  Aurora 

236.  Stanley  Parke,  Box  136,  Caledonia 

238.  Richard  Taig,  51  Briscoe  St.,  London 

239.  .Jack  Mitchell,  R.R.  No.  2,  Blenheim 

240.  Arthur  Hill,  Smithville 

241.  F.  Hacking,  507  Castlefield  Ave.,  Toronto  12 

242.  Fred  Bilyea,  R.R.  No.  2,  Lambeth 

243.  Ernest  W.  Cross,  25  Mountain  Ave    S.,  Stoney  Creek 

245.  W.  Corry,  860  Vine  St.,  Preston 

246.  Robert  Cruise,  165  Rosemount  Ave.,  Weston 

247.  Ivan  Parkinson.  R.R.  No.  8,  London 

248.  S.  H.  Geo.  Connock,  342  Cunningham  Ave.,  Ottawa 

249.  N.  A.  Wilkinson,  Bowmanville 

250.  Allan  Pye.,  739  Huron  Line,  Windsor 

251.  Max  Kaplan,  83  Government  Rd.  E.,  Kirkland  Lake 

252.  J.  D.  VanHorne,  146  Johnston  St.,  Sarnia 

253.  Evan  Thomas,  Port  Dover 

254.  John  H.  Gibson,  85  Arthur  St.,  Dryden 

255.  W.  Ross  Wittet,  R.R.  No.  1,  Courtland 

256.  J.  P.  Roche,  R.C.A.F.  Station,  Whitehorse,  Y.T 

257.  J.  G.  Gutcher,  Massey 
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NAMES  AND  ADDRESSES  SCRIBES  "E"  OF  CHAPTERS 

1955  -  1956 


1.  T.  N.  Clarke,  173  MacDonnell  St.,  Kingston 

2.  J.  Herbert  Forbes,  24  Kinkley  Crescent,  Hamilton 

3.  Jas.  A.  Elgie,  907  Lome  Ave.,  London 

4.  Robt.  J.  Gray,  70  Beechborough  Ave.,  Toronto 

5.  Abraham  Cavanagh,  585  St.  James  St.,  London 

6.  Chas.  Pepper,  16  East  23rd  St.,  Hamilton 

7.  S.  H.  Lennox,  265  Bleecker  Ave.,  Belleville 

8.  Arthur  Lewis,  222  Ellerslie  Ave.,  Willowdale 

15.  E.  L.  Treitz,  455  Cromwell  St.,  Sarnia 

16.  F.  A.  McDiarmid,  357  Waverley  St.,  Ottawa 

18.  Alex.  Wishart,  45  Wellington  St.  S.,  Woodstock 

19.  A.  E.  Coombs,  195  Church  St.,  St.  Catharines 

20.  R.  W.  E.  McFadden,  4  Hart  St.,  Brantford 

22.  Edwin  A.  Cook,  Frescott 

23.  W.  F.  Tyrrell,  240  Kent  St.  South,  Simcoe 

24.  Geo.  S.  Atkins,  257  Ontario  St.,  Stratford 

26.  Frank  W.  Sherbert,  166  King  (St.,  Trenton 

27.  R.  H.  Davidson,  361  Cedar  St.,  Collingwood 

28.  Graham  E.  Bickle,  295  Arthur  St.,  Oshawa 

29.  A.  W.  Dayman,  Dunnville 

30.  W.  H.  Roope,  Box  50,  Goderich 

31.  E.  R.  Hodgson,  Box  433,  Picton 

32.  Gordon  J.  Johnson,  55  Lansdowne  Rd.  S.,  Gait 

34.  A.  G.  Bowie,  R.R.  No.  5,  Barrie 

35.  R.  McNee,  P.O.,  Box  211,  Whitby 

36.  D.  Miller,  312  Bos  well  Ave.,  Peterborough 

37.  E.  J.  Barrowclough,  R.R.  No.  3,  Port  Hope 

40.  Jias.  A.  Robertson,  3  Eramosa  Road,  Guelph 

41.  Lyle  L.  Mansfield,  Box  815,  Ingersoll 

44.  Ernest  J.  Walters,  Box  224,  Napanee 

45.  A.  A.  Kemp,  Box  45,  Castleton 

46.  J.  W.  Durr,  St.  Mary's 

47.  L.  H.  Veale,  175  Thames  St.,  Chatham 

48.  Eric  W.  Niles,  Brook  Road  (R.R.  No.  5),  Cobourg 

53.  Robert  M.  Story,  Petrolia 

54.  K.  S.  Woodward,  45  Redan  St.  St.  Thomas 

55.  A.  N.  Irvine,  R.R.  No.  2,  St.  Catharines 

56.  H.  C.  Irwin,  2306  -  4th  Ave.  W.,  Owen  Sound 

57.  J.  O.  Killer,  59  Kent  St.,  Port  Colborne 

58.  Pembroke 

59.  H.  N.  McKenney,  16  Beecher  St.,  Brockville 

61.  J.  T.  Kelly,  Almonte 

62.  Harold  A.  Armstrong,  1102  Avenue  Road,  Toronto  12 

63.  R.  J.  Kincaid,  P.O.  Box  217,  Kincardine 

64.  C.  E.  Griffin,  R.R.  No.  5,  Welland 

65.  C.  C.  Kilner,  35  Errington  Ave.,  Toronto  7 

66.  C.  A.  Barber,  Box  486,  Seaforth 

67.  R.  G.  Barton,  Box  213,  Palmerston 

68.  C.  D.  Beckett,  Kemptville 

69.  John  Aiken,  Box  707,  Grimsby 

71.  Ambrose  Shipway,  Box  435,  Essex 

72.  Thos.  W.  Solmes,  Court  House  Building,  Belleville 

73.  Thos.  E.  Armstrong,  Box  326,  Ridgetown 

74.  A.  W.  Holt,  Strathroy 

75.  Edwin  Harrop,  R.R.  No.  5,  Milton 

76.  C.  H.  Sheppard,  1896  Delaware  St.,  Niagara  Falls 
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77.  Jas.  T.  Gilchrist,  468  Gladstone  Ave.,  Toronto  4 

78.  George  Portice,  R.R.  No.  7,  Parkhill 

79.  Robt.  V.  Edge,  1123  Logan  Ave.,  Toronto  6 

80.  C.  W.  Flett,  442  Askin  Blvd.,  Windsor 

81.  Basil  C.  Damude,  Aylmer 

82.  S.  H.  Green,  669  Red  River  Road,  Port  Arthur 

83.  A.  L.  Hartmier,  Box  203,  Orangeville 

84.  John  McLean,  Box  33,  Wroxeter 
88.  Hugh  M.  Dunlop,  Turnerville 

90.  C.  H.  Quinton,  Box  586,  Kenora 

91.  Jas.  Silk,  6  Teignmouth  Ave.,  Toronto  10 

94.  Geo.  McCombe,  41  Elgin  St.,  Lindsay 

95.  P.  A.  Coates,  107  Pine  St.,  Sudbury 

102.  Geo.  E.  Hall,  34  Wemyss  St.,  Sault  Ste.  Marie 

103.  W.  L.  Brown,  1040  Front  St.,  North  Bay 

104.  Allan  Day,  130  John  St.,  Oakville 
110.  O.  B.  Phillips,  Warkworth 

112.  Rev.  G.  Oliver  Davies,  Box  383,  Morrisburg 

113.  E.  T.  Robertson,  237  York  St.,  Cornwall 

114.  H.  Young,  137  Raglan  St.  N.,  Renfrew 

115.  H.  J.  Broughton,  Box  402,  Paris 

116.  R.  I.  Cross,  Box  361,  Carleton  Place 

117.  W.  R.  Cooper,  68  Lancaster  St.  W.,  Kitchener 
119.  Gordon  Bloomfield,  10  Howard  Ave.,  Leamington 

129.  J.  K.  Taylor,  Box  238,  Mitchell 

130.  Howard  Yates,  Port  Elgin 

131.  Gordon  G.  Sinclair,  Box  292,  Wiarton 

132.  J.  N    MacMillan,  420  King  St.  E.,  Gananoque 

133.  C.  A.  Bailey,  29  Glen  Ave.,  Smith  Falls 

134.  F.  H.  Johnston,  Pefferlaw 

135.  J.  K.  Noble,  Uxbridge 

138.  Joe  Benson,  788  Windermere  Ave.,  Toronto 

140.  Geo.  H.  Iddon,  340  S.  Franklin  St.,  Fort  William 

143.  W.  S.  McLean,  Maxville 

144.  Chas.  A.  Wilson,  Brighton 

145.  J.  R.  Legecy,  48  Braeside  Rd.,  Toronto  12 

146.  W.  H.  Sargent,  Listowel 

147.  A.  C.  Agnew,  Lucknow 

148.  B.  G.  O'Flaherty,  Box  174,  Vankleek  Hill 

149.  William  Hirst,  Box  7,  Rainy  River 

150.  Harold  Steels,  R.R.  No.  1,  London 

151.  C.  W.  Fraser,  281  McKay  St.  (Box  54),  Pembroke 

152.  J.  B.  Edgar,  339  Third  St.  W.,  Fort  Frances 

153.  John  Burnett,  444  Duncan  St.,  Wallaceburg 

154.  R.  G.  Menchions,  Whitehorse,  Y.T. 

155.  E.  L.  Walker,  Ryckman's  Corners 
161.  D.  Kernohan,  Box  112,  Madoc 

163.  T.  Middleton,  9  Hollywood  Cres.,  Toronto 

164.  R.  J.  Lemon,  Box  143,  West  Lome 

167.  H.  A.  Humphries,  226  Dominion  Ave.,  Midland 

168.  W.  H.  Brady,  Campbellford 

169.  H.  C.  Walker,  Box  363,  Haileybury 

175.  Ernest  Greenhalgh,  20  Spruceside  Ave.,  Hamilton 

174.  John  A.  Bell,  235  Emerick  Ave.,  Fort  Erie 

195.  E.  A.  Hay,  246  Main  St.  North,  Brampton 

198.  H.  K.  Maynard,  109  Front  St.  S.,  Orillia 

203.  H.  O.  Armstrong,  Box  549,  Cobalt 

205.  Herbert  S.  Sparks,  417  Elm  Road,  Toronto  12 

210.  J.  L.  Steele,  P.O.  Box  105,  Russell 
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212.  Dr.  S.  Perlman,  353  Bathurst  St.,  Toronto 

213.  L.  H.  Farrow,  410  Patricia  Blvd.,  Timmins 

214.  J.  Sam  Maddock,  R.R.  No.  1,  Alvinston 

215.  T.  B.  Rogers,  11  Elma  St.,  Mimico 

217.  John  A.  Mackie,  10  Reigate  Rd.,  Toronto  18 

218.  Hilton  Emrick,  Homing's  Mills 

219.  R.  A.  Boddy,  200  Albany  Ave.,  Toronto  4 

220.  W.  M.  Creech,  4245  Dundas  St.  W.,  Toronto  18 

221.  H.  C.  McKechnie,  Box  10,  Durham 

222.  Henry  Garland,  77  Gloucester  St.,  Ottawa 

223.  F.  J.  Bean,  Box  125,  Iroquois  Falls 

224.  J.  S.  Drysdale,  800  Cannon  St.  E.,  Hamilton 

225.  Roy  A.  Reddish,  26  Alexis  Blvd.,  Wilson  Heights  P.O. 

226.  L.  V.  Wood,  6  Beckwith  St.,  Perth 

227.  W.  M.  Barlow,  285  George  St.,  Belleville 

230.  E.  S.  McNeice,  40  Oakwood  Ave.  S.,  Port  Credit 

231.  Jas.  W.  Woodland,  595  St.  Clair  Ave.  W.,  Toronto 

232.  Robert  Fick,  270  Oak  Park  Ave.,  Toronto 

233.  A.  E.  Hayward,  46  McRoberts  Ave.,  Toronto 

234.  J.  Addy,  Glen  Williams 

235.  Ernest  J.  Eveleigh,  43  Connaught  St.   (Box  34),  Aurora 

236.  Edgar  C.  Reid,  Box  151,  Caledonia 

238.  A.  V.  Sedgwick,  194  A.  Duchess  Ave.,  London 

239.  Ernest  Fryer,  Talbot  St.,  Blenheim 

240.  S.  Magder,  Smithville 

241.  Ernest  Pickles,  101  Gledhill  Ave.,  Toronto  13 

242.  Fred  G.  Sheppard,  c/o  Beck  Memorial  Sanitorium,  London 

243.  John  H.  Lee,  10  Second  St.  S.,  Stoney  Creek 

245.  A.  P.  Hertel,  558  Hamilton  St.,  Preston 

246.  W.  Allen,  64  Lawrence  Ave.  W.,  Weston,  Toronto  15 

247.  George  Tucker,  387  Clark  Side  Road,  London 

248.  George  R.  Clarke,  Box  724,  Arnprior 

249.  L.  W.  Dippell,  Box  40,  Bowmanville 

250.  Walter  Hockney,  1542  Bruce  Ave.,  Windsor 

251.  Hartley  West,  45  Park  St.,  Kirkland  Lake 

252.  R.  A.  Bond,  408  Wellington  St.,  Sarnia 

253.  H.  Vernon  Ryerse,  Box  666,  Port  Dover 

254.  Paul  I.  Dalseg,  P.O.  Box  577,  Dryden 

255.  W.  L.  Young,  R.R.  No.  3,  Tillsonburg 

256.  A.  M.  Borland,  Box  815,  Whitehorse,  Y.T. 

257.  J.  F.  Crossley,  Box  391,  Espanola 
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Grand  First  Principals  Z.  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Canada  from  1857  to  1955 


•W.     M.    Wilson      1857 

*  Thompson  Wilson    1858 

•T.  D.  Harington   1859- 

*John  C.  Franck   1861- 

•T.    D.    Harington    1863- 

7-8-S 

*S.  B.  Harman   1872 

•C.    D.    Macdonell   1873 

Mas.    Seymour     1874 

*L.    H.    Henderson   1875- 

•F.  J.  Menet   1877- 

♦Daniel    Spry   1879- 

'Donald    Ross   1881- 

rH.    Macpherson   1883- 

*Thos.     Sargant  1885- 

•Rob.    Hendry    Jr 1887 

*R.  B.  Hungerford   1888 

*  J.    J.    Mason   1890- 

•J.    E.    Harding   1892 

•J.   Ross   Robertson   1894 

•M.    Walsh   1896 

•Wm.    G.   Reid   1899 

*Wm.    Gibson   1901 

"A.    Shaw   1903 

'William    Roaf   1905- 
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'John    Leslie   1907- 

*  George    Moore   1909- 

"Fred    W.    Harcourt   1911- 

'Daniel  F.  MacWatt   1913- 

•Wm.  S.  R.  Murch   1915- 

•A.  S.  Gorrell,  M.D 1917- 

•Wm.  N.  Ponton   1919- 

•H.  S.  Griffin,  M.D 1921 

"Richard   H.   Spencer   1922 

•Walter    H.    Davis  1924- 

'Kenneth    J.    Dunstan   1926 

-Edwin    Smith   1928 

*  Walter  G.  Price,  D.D.S 1930 

*Chas.  W.  Haentschel,  M.D.   . .  1932 

*  Alexander    Cowan   1934 

-George    L.    Gardiner   1935 

*Wm.   Y.   Mills     1937 

*  Llewellyn    F.    Stephens   1939 

'John   M.   Empey   1941 

John    M.    Burden     1943 

Reginald    V.    Conover   1945 

Frederick    W.    Dean   1947 

Clarence  MacL.  Pitts   1949 

Alexander  G.  N.  Bradshaw       1951 

John  A.  M.  Taylor   1953 

John    L.    House    1955 
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Honorary  Past  Grand  First  Principals  Z.  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Canada 


Elected 

♦Henry    Robertson   1888 

'Kivas     Tully     1891 

'Hugh  Murray  1903 

'Harry     H.     Watson   1909 


Elected 

*E.    T.   Malone   1919 

•A.    T.    Freed       1920 

*Sir  John  M.  Gibson       1922 

*  Roderick  B.  Dargavel   1941 


Grand  Scribes  E.  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada 


'Thomas    B.    Harris   1857-73 

R.    P.    Stephens   1874-5 

'Daniel  Spry  1876-7 

David    McLellan   1878-91 

•Thomas    Sargant  1892-8 


•George    J.    Bennett  1899-1915 

'Henrv  T.  Smith   1916-1928 

*  Edwin     Smith   1929-1949 

Fred  J.  Johnson   1949-1955 


Deceased 
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GRAND  REPRESENTATIVES 
AT  GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  CANADA 


Grand    Chapter 


Name 


Residence 


Alabama .Robt.    N.    McElhinney   .     69  Fuller  Ave.,  Toronto 

Alberta   R.  V.  E.  Conover   Box   717,   Brampton 

Arizona     Percy    W.    Rogers   144   Geoffrey   St.,   Toronto 

Arkansas    

British     Columbia    John    L.    House   14  Pearson  Ave.,  Toronto 

California      Don    Calder   25  Edgar  Ave.,  Toronto 

Colorado      Kenneth  S.  Clarke   Kingston 

Connecticut    Karvey  J.  Milne   Kingston 

Delaware      George    W.    Slack   Uxbridge 

Dist.  of  Columbia    B.    H.    Smith   169  Dufferin  Ave.,  Belleville 

Florida    M.    S.    Gooderham   244  Inglewood  Dr.,  Toronto 

Georgia     E.   T.    Querney  114  Hyland  Ave.,  Sudbury 

Idaho     F.   A.    McDiarmid   357  Waverley  St.,   Ottawa 

Illinois     J.    W.    Woodland   595  St.  Clair  Ave.  W.f  Toronto 

Indiana     Y..A.  L.  Tinker   28  Anderson  St.,  Toronto 

Iowa       \ . .  .B.   F.    Nott   North   Bay 

Ireland    R.   W.   E.   McFadden   ....  4  Hart  St.,  Brantford 

Kansas    A.  P.  Goering  Hamilton 

Kentucky     A.   S.   H.   Cree,   D.D Leamington 

Louisiana     Jos.    Carson London 

Maine    Edwin  A.   Cook   Prescott 

Manitoba    Fred    V.    Higginbottom       103  Hillsdale  Ave.  W.,  Toronto 

Maryland     Frank     Todd     Cobalt 

Massachusetts    ....  A.    J.    Stringer   101   MacLean  Ave.,  Toronto 

Michigan    , .  Fred   W.    Dean    244  Holton  Ave.  S.,  Hamilton 

Minnesota    Oliver     Ellwood  137  John  St.,  London 

Mississippi     H.   T.   C.  Humphries   ....  53  Clegg  St.,  Ottawa 

Missouri   Wm.  T.  Tow       16  St.  Andrews  Gdns.,  Toronto 

Montana     E.  J.  McCleary       Ottawa 

Nebraska    W.   S.  M.   Enouy  512  Brunswick  Ave.,  Toronto 

Nevada       Jos.    Lofthouse,    D.D.  Kenora 

New  Brunswick   .  .  A.     Cavanagh       .    . . 
New  Hampshire  .  .  N.    M.    Sprague 

New    Jersey    G.  H.  Shannon 

New   Mexico      Frank    A.    Copus 

New  South  Wales     Fred     J.     Johnson 

New    York      John   M.  Burden 

New  Zealand  Dr.  J.  Austin  Evans 

North    Carolina    ...Joseph   Penman   

North    Dakota    L.    Hewson   

Nova    Scotia    C.M.Pitts     

Ohio     A.    G.    N.    Bradshaw 

Oklahoma    Ed.     Worth 

Oregon  ...     Wm.    E.    Tregenza   . 

Pennsylvania     

Quebec         .  .J.   A.   M.   Taylor 


Queensland       Neil  A.  MacEachern 

Rhode  Island   E.  H.  Brennan  

Saskatchewan    ....  J.   E.   Girven   .    . 

Scotland     Alex.    M.    Hannah 

South    Carolina    .     Herb.    F.    Thompson 

South    Dakota    D.   C.  Patmore 

Tennessee    Chas.    Fotheringham 

Texas W.    E.    Gowling 

Utah       James  T.  Gilchrist     . 

Vermont     Chas.    H.    Sheppard 

Victoria    Sydney   G.   Newdick 

Virginia    Fred  G.  Smith   . 

Washington .M.  A.  Searle     .  . 

Western    Australia  Wm.   J.   Shaw 
West    Virginia    ...  .J.   B.   Henderson 

Wisconsin    Dr.   S.   Perlman 

Wyoming   


585  St.  James  St.,  London 

Trenton 

4    Queen    St.    N.,    Kitchener 

Owen  Sound 

400  Lake  Promenade,  Long  Branch 

126  Old   Orchard  Grove,  Toronto 

309  Avenue  Road,  Toronto 

New  Liskeard 

113    Gorevale   Ave.,    Toronto 

P.O.  Box  374,  Ottawa 

655  Waterloo  St.,  London 

32  Grand  Ave.  W.,  Chatham 

923   Mercer   St.,   Windsor 


R.R.  No.  1,  Hornby 
Waterloo 
Leamington 

,581   Weller  St.,  Peterborough 
167  Albertus  St.,  Toronto 
Kingston 

10  Maple  Dr.,  R.R.  No.  3,  Orillia 
70  Brock  St.  E.   (Box  1035) 
Tillsonburg 
Ottawa 

468   Gladstone  Ave.,  Toronto 
1896  Delaware  St.,  Niagara  Falls 
189   Marion   St.,   Toronto 
146  Broadway  Ave.,  Ottawa 
Apt.  206,  111  Oriole  Pkwy.,  Toronto 
49  Charlton  Ave.  E.,  Hamilton 
R.R.  No.   1,  Essex 
353   Bathurst   St.,   Toronto 
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GRAND  REPRESENTATIVES 
AT  GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  CANADA 
Grand    Chapter  Name  Residence 

Alabama     Walter    F.    Estes   531 -19th    St.    N.,    Birmingham 

Alberta    F.    S.    Watson     9804-1 12th  St.,  Edmonton 

Arizona     Harold  J.  Fulton    627    W.    Central   St.,   Coolidge 

Arkansas  L.     W.     Williams   P.O.   Box   105,   Osceola 

British     Columbia    A.    R.    Byrnell       1375   Kamloops   St.,   Vancouver 

California     Angus    L.    Cavanagh     .  .     2032  N.  Vermont  Ave.,  Los  Angeles 

Colorado        E.    L.    Bartholick   414  Equitable  Bldg.,  Denver 

Connecticut    C.    J.    Fairhurst  Norwalk 

Delaware      Nathaniel  D.  Rand   708   Nottingham   Road,   Wilmington 

Dist.  of  Columbia   .Lucien    G.    Yung   Apt.  201   -  2803  Nicholson  St., 

W.  Hyattsville,  Md. 

Florida    H.    J.    Wendland   Bradenton 

Georgia     T.    B.    Elfe   1301   Vineville,  Macon 

Idaho     Chas.   Harting   Payette 

Illinois     G.    F.    Thomas   Chicago 

Indiana     William   H.   Baugh   Terre  Haute 

Iowa     E.    W.    F.    Holler   Brooklyn 

Ireland    

Kansas    Roy    H.    Clossen   Coffeyville 

Kentucky    A.    Gordon    Susler   Maysville 

Louisiana     A.     McKnight     Tallulah 

Maine    John    G.    Faas   Benton  Station 

Manitoba    Frank    W.    Brownell   ...     82  McAdam  Ave.,  Winnipeg 

Maryland  Gerald    M.    Pine   Denton 

Massachusetts    W.    F.    Clark   660   Belmont  St.,   Watertown 

Michigan    Arthur   Burke   1721-16th  St.,  Port  Huron 

Minnesota    C.    A.    Olsen   6121    Worden   St.,   Duluth 

Mississippi     Justin    N.    Jones  Hattiesburg 

Missouri     Chester     Selby  Lebanon 

Montana     Marion   A.    Averill       ...     Box  254,  Choteau 

Nebraska   Donald    L.    Willhoite     .  . .   Superior 

Nevada      Carl   F.    Dodge   Fallon 

New    Brunswick    .  .Edgar  W.  Mair  Woodstock 

New    Hampshire    ..Alfred   H.   White       P.O.  Box  149,  Laconia 

New    Jersey     Dr.    Godfrey    Pittis   Allendale 

New   Mexico  William    L.    Ranville   Albuquerque 

New  South  Wales    H.    B.    Mathews   Box  2968,  N.W.  Sidney 

New    York      Clifford  A.  McDonald  Medina 

New  Zealand   Norman    B.    Spencer  Box   315,   Auckland,   CI. 

North    Carolina    .  .  .E.    G.    LaPatra       65  Vermont  Ave.,  Asheville 

North  Dakota    Clifford    E.    Miller Fargo 

Nova    Scotia    P.     S.     Cochrane   Wolfville 

Ohio       J.    A.    Gorham       Box  276,  Bellevue 

Oklahoma    Frank    E.    Eldred   R.F.D.  No.   1,  Drumright 

Oregon    R.    W.    Davis       Oregon 

Pennsylvania     Arthur    L.    Miller       Pittsburgh 

Quebec         Arthur    J.    Osgood     216  Lafayette   St.,   Montreal   S. 

Queensland     L.    T.    Jobbins  Queensland,  Australia 

Rhode  Island   C.    A.    Southworth   Pawtuckett 

Saskatchewan    Lome   Johnson         503  Sterling   Trust  Bldg.,  Regina 

Scotland     Rt.  Hon  The  Earl  of 

Galloway  76  Queen  St.,  Edinburgh  2 

South  Carolina   .  . .  .Wm.    N.    Bradford    Sumter 

South   Dakota    Joseph     Hansen   Horley 

Tennessee    R.  H.  Roney,  Sr Newbern 

Texas     J.    o.    Caruthers       Richmond 

Utah         Herman    L.    Bauer  ..   Salt  Lake   City 

Vermont     Harry    B.    Springstead        Bradford 

Victoria    Allen   Grant     6  Secord  Ave.,  East  Kew. 

Melbourne,    Australia 

Washington       Andrew    E.     Solberg   1402  W.  854th  St.,  Seattle 

Western     Australia  Wm.   Henry   Berry   209   Cambridge   St.,   Wembly  Park 

West    Virginia     C.    C.    McGhee  Huntington 

Wisconsin    Oscar    E.    Peterson   316  Oak  St.,   Manasha 

Wyoming   Carl    S.    Gilbert   Laramie 
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GRAND  SECRETARIES 

Grand   Chapter  Name  Residence 

Alabama     Charles    H.    Stubinger   . .  Box  98,  Mas.  Temp.,  Montgomery 

Alaska     A.    A.    Johnson       117-3rd    Ave.,    Anchorage 

Alberta     F.  J.  Hand,  G.S.E 1717-28th    Ave.    S.W.,    Calgary 

Arizona     Joseph  A.   E.  Ivey   Box    1488,    Mas.    Temp.,   Tuscon 

Arkansas  ..CD.    Hill  700  Scott  St.,  Little  Rock 

British     Columbia    E.    B.   Baker,    G.S.E.       .     Room    103-603   W.   Hastings   St., 

Vancouver 
California    Chester  D.  Newell     Room    423,    Mas.    Temple, 

San  Francisco 

Canada    Fred   J.  Johnson,   G.S.E.     Room  712,  Temple  Bldg.,  Toronto 

Colorado     Harry     W.     Bundy       .    .     Room  300,  Mas.  Temple,  Denver 

Connecticut    Bliss  W.  Clark  .  Box  838,  New  Britain 

Delaware     Marshall    M.    Carpenter      Box   254,   Wilmington  99 

Dist.  of  Columbia    R.     N.     Babcock  Mas.  Temple,  Washington 

England    Sir   S.   A.   White,   G.S.E.     Freemasons  Hall,  London,  W.C. 

Florida      John    B.    Phelps   Box  283,  Miami 

Georgia     W.    J.   Penn,    Jr 801   Mulberry  St.,  Macon 

Idaho     Edward   H.   Way  Box   1753,   Boise 

Illinois    Edward   E.    Core   Mas.  Temple,  Dixon 

Indiana     Chas.     Thomas   Mas.  Temple,  Marion 

Iowa       Ross  J.  Gamblin  Bullock  Bldg.,  Atlantic 

Ireland     H.    R.    Shellard,    G.Reg.    Freemasons  Hall,  Dublin 

Kansas      Arthur    H.    Strickland        320  West  8th   St.,  Topeka 

Louisiana     Lee   W.   Harris  Mas.   Temple,   Alexandria 

Maine      Convers    E.    Leach  Mas.  Temple,  Portland 

Manitoba      C.    J.    Hutchings,    G.S.E.     15  Crowson  Bay,  Fort  Garry, 

Winnipeg  9 

Maryland  fhas.  H.  Welden   Mas.  Temple,  Baltimore 

Massachusetts  W.    T.    Clark     Room  209,   Mas.   Temple,   Boston    16 

Michigan    Rov     Andrus  Mas.   Temple,   Lansing 

Minnesota    John    H.    Anderson   Mas.  Temple,  St.  Paul  2 

Mississippi     Sid.    F.    Curtis  Meridian 

Missouri     Rav   V.   Denslow  Trenton 

Montana     p^jnh    N.   Lodge  Helena 

Nebraska     Carl    R.    Greisen   Mas.  Temp.,  19th  &  Douglas,  Omaha 

Nevada  K    C.    Peterson  .  Carson  City 

New    Brunswick    .  Roy  E.  Crawford,  G.S.E.    P.O.   Box   184,   St.   John 
New   Hampshire    .  .Hiram    W.    Johnson  3  Highland  Ave.,  Antrim 

New    Jersey    Wm.    Beck  269  Power  St.,  New  Brunswick 

New   Mexico    Elmer    H.    Rieman       .         P.O.    Box    166,    Roswell 

New  South  Wales    F.     R.     Sinden  Unity  Bldg.,  16  Callaug,  Sydney 

New   York  George    A.    Lambert  Mas.  Temp.,  New  York  City  10 

New    Zealand     .  . .  E.    Cannons       Box   1845,   Wellington 

North  Carolina  ...  J-    H.    Parker  Box  792,  New  Bern 

North    Dakota    ...  .A.    S.    Pond  Fargo 

Nova    Scotia    Harold  F.   Sipprell       .         Box  555,  Wolfville 
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THE  ROYAL  CRAFT 

IN  THE 
Four  Divisions  of  the  Globe 

A 
REVIEW 

By 

Most  Excellent  Companion,  Colonel  K.  V.  E.  Conover,  O.B.,  V.D.,  P.G.Z. 

FORWORD 

To  The  Most  Excellent,  The  Grand  First  Principal,   Officers  and  Com- 
panions of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada — 

Most  Excellent  Sir  and  Companions : 

It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  this  review  of  the  proceedings  of  fifty- 
seven  Grand  Chapters  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  is  presented.  Unfortunately 
the  proceedings  of  Colorado,  Indiana,  Kentucky,  Mississippi,  Tennessee, 
Wyoming,  Ireland,  Manitoba  and  New  South  Wales  were  not  received. 

The  information  gleaned  from  these  fifty-seven  proceedings  is  con- 
solidated under  twenty-two  headings  including  three  complete  addresses 
selected  from  many  equally  interesting  and  informative  papers  which 
could  not  be  included  in  this  review.  The  addresses  included  were  "Sym- 
bolism and  Allegory  of  the  H.R.A."  by  V.  Ex.  Companion  J.  H.  Parkes, 
Grand  Lecturer  of  the  Supreme  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Queens- 
land," "The  Father  of  the  American  Rite  of  Freemasonry"  by  Dr.  William 
L.  Cummings,  P.G.H.P.,  New  York,  and  "Our  Duty"  by  E.  Companion 
C.  H.  Simpson,  of  the  Supreme  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Western  Australia. 
There  is  also  included  in  the  review  a  statistical  table  which  reveals 
several  matters  of  interest. 

It  is  regretted  that  space  allotted  for  the  review  in  our  proceed- 
ings, prevents  the  inclusion  of  other  most  interesting  and  informative 
articles  which  contain  many  items  of  interesting  information  from  the 
pens  of  outstanding  leaders  of  the  craft.  The  articles  by  the  following 
are  drawn  to  the  reader's  attention,  "The  Mark  Master"  by  M.  E.  Comp. 
Ray  Denslow,  of  Missouri;  an  address  on  "Enduring  Values"  by  Luther 
Jordan,  General  Grand  Scribe  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  in  the  pro- 
ceedings of  Iowa  and  "The  Condition  of  the  Rite"  by  The  First  Grand 
Principal  of  New  Zealand. 

It  is  recommended  to  this  Grand  Chapter  that  some  method  be  adopt- 
ed whereby  such  and  other  articles  of  value  which  are  not  included  in  this 
review  be  preserved  and  indexed.  If  such  a  policy  were  to  be  adopted 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  would  in  a  very  short  time  be  in  posses- 
sion of  a  very  valuable  pamphlet  library  of  source  material. 

Frankly,  Companions,  Royal  Arch  Masonry  is  not  making  the  pro- 
gress it  should.  More  Grand  Chapters  are  disclosing  a  net  loss  in  mem- 
bers. Despite  the  intense  campaigns  in  some  jurisdictions  to  secure  new 
members,  the  numbers  seeking  admission  each  year  is  growing  less.  In 
the  United  States  of  America,  the  appeal  of  the  York  Rite  is  not  meet- 
ing with  the  response  commensurate  with  the  effort  made  to  popularize 
the  "New  Rite".  In  the  proceedings  reviewed  eleven  Grand  Jurisdictions 
record  a  net  loss  in  members.  The  net  loss  from  suspensions  for  non 
payment  of  dues  on  the  North  American  continent  was  6,042  and  2,819 
who  received  demits  did  not  affiliate.  It  would  appear  to  be  wasted 
effort  to  encourage  large  numbers  of  Master  Masons  to  join  our  ranks 
if  we  lose  by  suspension  over  one  in  five  of  all  who  are  admitted.     The 
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constant  but  growing  loss  by  suspensions  at  the  spiggot  should  have 
equal  attention  with  the  attempt  to  fill  the  barrel  with  admissions  at  the 
bung. 

Some  considerable  part  of  the  effort  to  secure  new  members  should 
be  directed  to  keeping  the  members  we  already  have.  The  reason 
for  this  loss  by  suspension  for  non  payment  of  dues  cannot  be  financial, 
as  in  all  jurisdictions  the  annual  dues  are  very  low,  in  some  instances  as 
low  as  two  dollars  per  annum  in  a  considerable  number  of  chapters. 

It  would  appear  that  attendance  at  Chapter  meetings  is  at  a  low  ebb. 
While  other  interests  and  entertainment  of  various  sorts  and  kinds  may 
interfere  to  some  extent,  Royal  Arch  Masonry  must  undergo  serious  soul 
searching  if  it  is  to  acquire  that  prestige  and  appeal  which  has  apparently 
been  lost. 

In  the  very  early  days,  when  craft  masonry  was  spreading  by  leaps 
and  bounds  over  the  entire  English  speaking  world  and  some  portions  of 
continental  Europe,  meetings  were  held  in  ships,  homes,  public  houses 
and  public  meeting  places.  It  is  noted  with  interest  if  we  look  across  the 
sea  to  England  where  craft  masonry  had  its  origin,  we  might  find  some 
of  the  answers  to  some  of  our  problems.  In  England,  Chapters  are  not 
restricted  to  Masonic  Temples.  Chapters  are  held  in  hotel  rooms,  in 
restaurants  and  public  meeting  places  particularly  in  metropolitan  areas. 
Evidently  Chapters  meet  where  the  members  can  easily  and  readily 
attend  and  not  in  places  where  temples  are  located.  Is  it  possible  that 
we  on  this  continent  have  confused  the  dedication  of  chapter  rooms  with 
the  dedication  of  chapters?  More  chapters  in  communities  where  the 
Companions  live  might  solve  the  problems  of  parking  and  traffic  which 
now  confront  our  Companions  in  their  effort  to  attend  convocations  in 
mid  city  temples.  More  chapters  would  offer  to  the  membership  greater 
opportunity  to  take  part  in  the  degree  work,  also  opportunities  to  become 
an  officer  in  the  chapter  but  above  all  it  would  enable  our  companions  to 
cultivate  that  intimate  sense  of  companionship  which  is  such  a  vital  part 
of  the  Royal  Craft  if  it  is  to  attain  its  full  and  complete  destiny.  More 
and  smaller  chapters  meeting  in  residential  areas  might  help  to  solve  both 
problems  of  small  attendance  and  suspension. 

Several  jurisdictions  express  doubts  about  the  efficacy  of  the  class 
method  of  conferring  degrees.  One  Reviewer  says,  "It  has  always  been  a 
question  in  my  mind,  whether  members  gained  by  the  'sawdust  Trail' 
masses  constitute  a  real  asset  to  the  rite"  and  another  pungently  adds 
"Evidently  the  other  twenty-two  were  given  a  tag  you're  it  and  we  sur- 
mise that  most  of  them  will  consider  it  finished  so  far  as  they  are  con- 
cerned. A  candidate  who  gets  the  work  on  the  sidelines  will  quite  likely 
continue  in  that  posture." 

Many  leaders  of  the  craft  are  alarmed  about  the"  numbers  of  officers 
who  cannot  or  will  not  take  any  part  in  the  degree  work  and  in  some 
instances  cannot  open  or  close  their  chapters.  One  or  two  suggest  that 
all  officers  be  examined  as  to  their  proficiency  prior  to  installation.  In 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada,  while  degree  work  is  not  always  all  that 
it  should  be,  the  members  elected  to  the  council  must  submit  to  an  exami- 
nation as  to  their  proficiency  in  the  degree  work.  This  certificate  must 
be  produced  before  the  installing  officer  can  proceed  with  the  ceremony 
of  installation.  The  three  principal  officers  are  obligated  as  to  the  per- 
formance of  their  duties  and  are  installed  in  separate  chair  degrees  with 
separate  passwords  and  signs  restricted  to  each  chair.  In  the  final  ana- 
lysis the  members  of  each  chapter  have  the  control  over  their  officers 
by  the  ballot.  Probably  that  great  weakness  of  democracy  of  choosing 
as  leaders  those  who  are  popular  and  generally  known  as  good  fellows 
rather  than  those  who  are  known  as  efficient  leaders  has  crept  into  the 
craft. 

My  visits  to  other  jurisdictions  through  their  proceedings  have  been 
interesting  and   instructive.      Many   pleasant  hours   have   been   spent   in 


reading  the  proceedings  of  the  various  jurisdictions.  It  is  my  sincere  hope 
that  this  review  will  be  interesting  and  informative  to  those  Companions 
of  this  Grand  Chapter  who  happen  to  secure  a  copy. 

Unfortunately  the  form  of  the  review  prevents  the  expression  of 
individual  thanks  to  those  reviewers  who  have  so  kindly  referred  to  our 
efforts.  To  each  and  every  one  of  them  we  say  thanks  and  thanks  again 
for  your  words  of  appreciation. 

THE  HOLY  ROYAL  ARCH 
Nebraska  (1953) 

Most  Excellent  Companion  Raymond  C.  Cook,  Revieiver,  says  farewell 
in  his  last  review,  leaving  fio  his  companions  this  message: 

"Royal  Arch  Masonry  is  a  vital  living  branch  of  Ancient  Craft 
Masonry.  It  should  be  a  much  greater  living  force  than  it  is.  Allow 
not  your  enthusiasm  to  be  checked  by  carping  critics  who  regard  Royal 
Arch  Masonry  as  a  stepping  stone  or  a  halting  place  or  a  necessary  evil. 
It  is  the  pith  and  core,  the  summit  and  completion  of  Ancient  Craft 
Masonry.  To  those  who  belittle  the  chapter  and  decry  the  work,  be  this 
your  answer.  She  needs  no  defence.  She  stands  majestic  and  serene 
amid  the  crumbling  ruin  of  the  old  temple.  Her  brow  clothed  with  the 
splendor  of  His  Holy  Name.  Her  finger  encircled  with  the  signet  of 
truth  ever  pointing  upward.  From  the  dark  entombment  of  ages  she  has 
recovered  that  which  is  lost  and  the  continual  utterance  of  her  lips  is 
"Holiness  to  the  Lord".  She  keepeth  watch  over  a  priceless  treasure  and 
exists  for  the  preservation  of  Truth  that  has  caught  the  gleam  of  Heaven 
...  I  would  like  to  close  this  review  by  using  that  poem  authored  by 
Louise  Haskins,  a  contemporary  English  Writer: — 
'And  I  said  to  the  man  who  stood  at  the  gate  of  the  year: 
"Give  me  a  light,  that  I  may  tread  safely  into  the  unknown" 
And  he  replied: 

"Go  out  into  the  darkness  and  put  your  hand  into  the  hand  of  God. 
That  shall  be  to  you  better  than  light  and  safer  than  a  known  way." 
So,  I  went  forth,  and  finding  the  Hand  of  God,  trod  gladly  into  the  night, 
And  he  led  me  towards  the  hills  and  the  breaking  of  day  in  the  lone  East.' 

"Companions,  no  matter  how  dark  the  way — whatever  the  trials  and 
difficulties  that  lie  before  us — there  is  the  answer.     Let  us  follow  it." 

Vale  to  a  Prince  amongst  fraternal  correspondents.  R.V.C. 
Queensland  (1953) 
The  acting  First  Principal  said: 

"The  three  degrees  of  Ancient  Craft  Masonry  teach  that  there  is  one 
living  and  true  God.  They  proclaim  the  fatherhood  of  God  and  the 
brotherhood  of  man,  and  the  immortality  of  the  human  soul.  They  teach 
that  man  is  made  in  the  image  and  likeness  of  his  Creator;  that  he  is  a 
triune  being  composed  of  Body,  Soul  and  Spirit.  Their  object  is  to 
develop  the  spiritual  side  of  man's  nature,  to  instruct  the  candidate  how, 
through  the  use  of  the  mind,  to  subdue  and  discipline  the  physical  nature, 
that  the  spiritual  may  predominate.  The  Royal  Arch  Degree  is  the 
salient,  spiritual  Degree  of  Freemasonry  and  it  is  more  specific  in  its 
spiritual  application  than  the  Degree  of  Master  Mason. 

Realizing  then,  that  man  is  made  in  the  image  and  likeness  of  his 
Creator,  that  his  soul  is  immortal,  and  that  we  are  on  a  journey  to  com- 
pleteness of  being,  spiritually,  we  can  understand  that  behind  our  cere- 
monies there  is  a  very  valuable  lesson  to  be  learned  and  imparted  to  our 
candidates.  This  should  impress  upon  us  the  necessity  of  seeing  that 
order  and  dignity  are  observed  in  carrying  out  our  ceremonies  and  that 
solemnity  is  maintained  in  the  practice  of  our  rites.  We  may  then  not 
only  assist  in  forming  perfect  ashlars  for  the  house  built  on  a  foundation 
laid  when  we  were  made  Entered  Apprentices  but  also  for  that  higher 
and  more  perfect  house,  the  spiritual  house  in  the  Heavens." 
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Scotland  (1954) 

The  M.  K.  First  Grand  Principal  The  Earl  of  Galloway  points  out'. 

"That  one  of  the  finest  lessons  we  learn  from  Masonry  is  to  be 
found  in  that  beautiful  degree.  You  will  remember  the  case  of  the 
strangers  from  Babylon  who  asked  to  be  allowed  to  take  part  in  the  re- 
building of  the  Temple  of  the  Lord.  When  asked  what  branch  of  work 
they  wished  to  be  engaged  in,  they  replied,  they  merely  begged  for  em- 
ployment; they  were  not  seeking  any  of  the  higher  offices  which  already 
had  been  filled.  Now  Companions,  that  is  a  real  service  without  any 
feeling  or  thought  of  personal  gain.  May  I  with  all  respect  suggest  that 
we  Royal  Arch  Masons  should  be  ever  mindful  of  that  striking  passage 
in  our  Royal  Arch  Degree,  to  strive  to  give  our  utmost  in  whatever  branch 
of  work  we  may  be  engaged,  quite  regardless  of  whether  we  have  the 
g/>od  fortune  to  find  highest  honours  come  our  way." 
North  Dakota  (1951) 
The  Grand  High  P)-iest  said: 

"No  potentate,  hierachy  or  supreme  council  governs  us.  All  Royal 
Arch  Masons  are  equal.  The  same  opportunity  is  extended  to  all,  neces- 
sitating only  zealous  devotion  to  duty.  Some  serve  for  a  short  time  as 
officers  then  return  to  the  quarries  and  again  hew  stones  necessary  for 
that  magnificent  temple  which  is  our  individual  and  personal  life. 

My  Companion,  enter  into  the  sublime  spirit  of  the  Royal  Craft  not 
because  of  its  allegiance  to  any  earthly  Prince  or  Monarch  but  royal  in 
brotherhood,  in  hospitality,  in  love  and  comradeship." 
North  Dakota  (1954) 
The  Grand  High  Priest  cites  from   the  Masonic  Bulletin  of  Iowa,  1947: 

"The  Masonic  fraternity  seeks  no  control  over  progress  of  govern- 
ment and  the  enforcement  of  law,  and  as  an  organization  it  takes  no 
part  in  the  solution  of  industrial  and  social  problems  except  through  the 
influence  of  its  teachings  upon  the  character  and  conduct  of  its  members. 
The  primary  purposes  of  Masonry  are,  to  enlighten  the  mind,  arouse  the 
conscience,  stimulate  the  noble  and  generous  impulses  of  the  human 
heart.  It  seeks  to  promote  the  best  type  of  manhood  based  upon  the 
practices  of  brotherly  love  and  the  golden  rule.  It  is  the  obligation  and 
the  privilege  of  Masonry  as  the  foremost  advocate  of  Democracy  and 
brotherly  love  to  set  the  example  and  expound  the  doctrine  of  the  only 
workable  solution  of  mankind,  "Do  unto  others  as  you  would  have  them 
do  unto  you."  When  these  results  have  been  accomplished  the  mission 
of  Masonry  has  been  achieved." 
New  York  (1954) 
The  Grand  High  Priest  concludes  his  report: 

"The  longer  I  linger  in  the  quarries  of  Freemasonry  the  more  con- 
vinced I  become  that  Freemasonry  is  much  less  a  matter  of  rituals,  pass- 
words, grips  and  secrecies  than  it  is  a  matter  of  a  life  to  be  lived.  When 
one  says  to  me  that-thus-and-so  is  a  Royal  Arch  Companion,  I  am  more 
concerned  about  what  kind  of  a  man  and  citizen  he  is  than  I  am  about 
the  number  of  Degrees  he  has  received  or  the  offices  he  has  filled.  It  is 
not  enough  to  be  good:  a  good  man  must  always  do  good.  It  is  not 
enough  to  profess  high-sounding  moral  principles:  it  is  also  necessary  to 
live  up  to  those  princples  in  daily  contact  with  every  person  whom  one 
meets,  in  the  grocery  store  or  the  machine  shop  as  well  as  with  every 
Companion  and  Brother  whom  he  meets  in  Lodge  and  Chapter  .  .  . 
Companion  if  a  non-initiate  should  ask  us  what  Royal  Arch  Masonry 
really  stands  for,  can  we  honestly  answer:  "Look  at  its  every  conduct". 
West  Australia  (1954) 
The  Fi)-st  Grand  Principal  adds  this: 

"If  our  Freemasonry  over  the  years  is  to  do  anything,  it  has  to  be  a 
forward  movement.  I  like  to  think  of  the  motto  of  the  Ohio  University, 
"No    state    can    endure    without    the    intelligence    and    integrity    of    its 


6 

citizens".  That  is  a  great  motto  for  a  university.  I  believe  it  is  for  you 
and  me  to  apply  what  intelligence  we  have  been  given  to  the  under- 
standing of  the  great  truths  of  Freemasonry,  and  endeavour  to  practice 
it.  We  teach  the  symbols,  but  symbols  have  been  the  downfall  of  many 
other  organizations.  Symbols  only  have  a  meaning  with  which  we  invest 
them.  Words  are  like  that.  The  word  "Mother"  recalls  mother  a  family 
parent.  The  word  "Hammer"  has  a  deep  significance  to  the  Russians 
and  the  Jews.  These  are  our  working  tools  which  symbolize  so  and  so. 
These  symbols  must  not  satisfy  ourselves  that  we  have  done  a  good  job. 
They  must  be  something  dynamic  that  lead  to  action  .  .  .  Let  them  be  an 
inspiration  to  greater  things  and  let  no  man  be  satisfied  until  he  knows 
their  very  nature.  The  great  German  Goethe  had  said,  "Great  ideas 
cannot  be  truly  spoken,  they  have  to  be  lived.  So  it  is  in  our  order,  the 
many  ideas  we  have,  required  to  be  lived." 
Maryland  (1953) 
The  Grand  High  Priest  affirms: 

"The  ties  which  unite  Masonic  Brotherhood  as  one  family  are  Friend- 
ship, Love,  Charity — Friendship  to  each  other,  Love  to  all  mankind  and 
Charity  towards  the  poor,  the  suffering  and  the  afflicted  and  when  they 
are  practiced  by  Masons  as  they  should  be,  who  will  say  that  they  do  not 
constitute  ties  that  can  never  be  broken  and  which  will  last  forever. 

To  these  virtues  let  us  add  faith.  In  our  present  day  society  we  find 
much  to  criticise  and  condemn,  while  all  around  us  careless  and  wanton 
acts  continually  bring  about  great  loss  of  life  and  property.  We  are  con- 
fronted and  confounded  with  false  doctrines  that  the  present  is  all  that 
counts  and  that  man  has  already  destroyed  the  future,  which  for  him  can 
never  exist.  Nevertheless,  Companions,  I  submit  that  in  these  very  con- 
ditions we  find  the  Challenge  of  today.  How  then  shall  we  as  men  and 
Masons  meet  this  challenge? 

The  answer  is  one  word — Faith.  With  Faith  in  ourselves,  Faith 
in  each  other,  Faith  in  the  future  and  above  all  an  abiding  Faith  in  the 
Divine  Principles  contained  in  the  Sacred  Volume  upon  our  Altars  we  can 
meet  the  challenge  of  today.  I  believe  that  Masonry  is  the  strongest 
bulwark  in  existence  in  America  today  against  some  of  the  "Isms".  It  is 
our  duty,  as  men  and  Masons  to  point  out  the  Supreme  Truth  that  the 
Word  of  God  bears  evidence  that  the  bright  light  of  Faith  is  a  working 
tool  by  which  we  are  able  successfully  to  meet  and  overcome  the  Challenge 
of  Today". 
Louisiana  (1953) 
The  Grand  High  Priest  concluded  his  address  as  follovjs: 

"Every  day  men  read  about  and  admire  Freemasonry,  with  its  love 
of  Charity  and  Truth;  but  what  do  they  say  and  think  of  Freemasonry 
according  to  you  and  I.  Every  day  you  are  writing  a  story  of  Freemasonry 
— by  act  and  deed,  take  care  that  the  story  is  true.  Tis  the  only  story 
most  men  will  read,  according  to  you  and  I.    Finally  I  say  to  you: 

'Tis  the  human  touch  in  the  world  that  counts, 

It  means  far  more  to  the  fainting  heart 

Than  shelter  and  bread  and  wine; 

For  shelter  is  gone  when  the  night  is  o'er, 

And  bread  lasts  only  for  a  day. 

But  the  touch  of  your  hand  and  the  sound  of  your  voice, 

Will  sing  on  in  my  heart  always." 

THE  INFLUENCE  OF  THE  ROYAL  CRAFT  IN  THE  WORLD 

Delaware  (1954) 

The  Grand  High  Priest  gives  this  solemn  thought  which  is  worthy  of  the 
most  sincere  consideration: 

"Companions,  world  conditions  today  are  such  that  we  are  continu- 
ally beset  by  worries,  doubts,  and  uncertainties  of  the  future.     It  seems 


to  me  that  half  of  my  lifetime  has  been  lived  in  an  atmosphere  of  war 
or  the  threat  of  war.  This  situation  should  have  the  most  solemn  consid- 
eration and  the  earnest  prayers  of  all  Capitular  Masons.  Let  us  renew 
our  vows  to  "God.  our  country,  our  neighbors  and  ourselves."  No  nation 
that  forsakes  God  can  long  endure.  Our  faith  is  in  Him — it  must  so 
continue.  Our  country  needs  us.  Now  is  the  time,  as  never  before  that 
we  must  rally  round  the  Stars  and  Stripes,  forgetting  racial  discrimina- 
tion, forgetting  creed,  remembering  only  that  we  are  Americans  and 
that  each  of  us  is  vitally  dependent  upon  his  neighbor,  and  that  our 
neighbor  is  equally  dependent  on  us.  "In  union  there  is  strength"  and 
that  great  body  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  affiliated  with  each  other  under 
the  banner  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  constitutes  the  greatest  single 
concentration  of  Masonry  in  the  world.  Capitular  masonry  therefore, 
must  take  the  lead  in  furthering  God's  work,  in  patriotic  undertakings,  in 
civic  activities  and  in  leading  personal  lives  that  are  shining  examples  to 
others — ever  remembering  that  our  every  act  is  observed  by  someone, 
and  our  thoughts,  words  and  deeds,  be  they  good  or  bad,  are  sure  to  have 
an  influence  on  someone's  future  actions.    Keep  them  good." 

Georgia  (1954) 

The  Grand  High  Priest  points  out: 

"Masonry  teaches  freedom  of  speech,  freedom  of  thought  and  reli- 
gious liberty.  The  ancient  Landmarks  of  our  orders  have  not  changed 
nor  ever  will,  and  it  is  our  duty  as  Masons  today  as  never  before,  to 
safeguard  its  principles  which  are  vital  to  our  liberty  and  happiness." 

CONDITION  OF  THE  RITE 
Wisconsin  (1954) 

The  Grand  High  Priest  observes: 

"There  is  evident,  an  everlasting  spirit  of  fraternal  co-operation 
among  the  Masonic  Bodies  of  Wisconsin  which  augurs  well  for  our  future. 
For  in  Masonic  unity  lies  our  greatest  strength." 

West  Australia  (1954) 

The  First  Grand  Principal  reported  that: 

"The  Annual  Reports  of  the  Grand  Inspector  of  the  Workings  and 
his  deputies  are  again  very  encouraging  and  state  that  very  satisfactory 
progress  is  continuing  to  be  made." 

Maine  (1954) 

The  Grand  High  Priest  states: 

"Royal  Arch  Masonry  has  more  to  offer  than  just  entertainment  and 
I  am  confident  that  by  dignified  degree  work  and  conscientious  effort 
on  the  part  of  the  Officers  and  Companions  of  our  constituent  Chapters, 
we  will  be  enabled  to  preserve  and  to  hand  down  to  future  generations 
those  same  qualities  which  have  distinguished  Royal  Arch  Masons  for 
so  many  years. 

"Inspection  reports  indicate  a  financial  soundness  in  Chapters 
throughout  the  state,  with  only  one  chapter  showing  any  indebtedness, 
and  one  with  a  high  percentage  of  unpaid  dues.  Worthy  of  note  is  the 
record  of  one  chapter  .  .  .  which  at  the  time  of  its  last  annual  meeting 
preceding  official  visitation  showed  a  clean  slate  with  no  dues  out- 
standing, no  indebtedness  and  with  invested  funds  in  excess  of  $7,000.00. 
This  chapter  has  more  than  300  members,  and  for  a  chapter  of  that  size 
to  have  no  dues  outstanding  is  certainly  an  enviable  record,  worthy  of 
imitation." 

Idaho  (1954) 

The  Grand  High  PHest  cautiously  says: 

"Generally  the  condition  of  our  chapters  are  good.  Many  chapters 
suffered  a  loss  of  members  by  death,  which  list  seems  to  have  been 
extremely  high;  also  nation  wide  economic  conditions  have  caused  many 
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Companions  to  seek  other  fields  and  so  have  applied  for  demits.  How- 
ever the  law  of  averages  applies  on  this,  as  demits  and  affiliations  seem 
to  balance.  Dropping  from  the  rolls  for  non-payment  of  dues  remains  at 
the  usual  number.  Fortunately  it  is  not  increasing.  Our  membership 
continues  to  show  an  increase  for  an  average  comparable  to  all  other 
jurisdictions  of  the  nation. 

Idaho  (1954) 

The  committee  o?i  chartered  chapters  reports: 

"It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  only  eight  chapters  are  carrying  a  total 
of  25  members  who  are  two  or  more  years  in  arrears  in  dues.  This  is  a 
decrease  from  the  report  of  last  year  in  which  10  chapters  carried  41 
members  in  such  arrears." 

Massachusetts   (1953) 

The  Grand  High  Priest  points  out: 

"Masonry  is  a  human  institution.  Economic  problems  affect  our 
membership.  We  have  listened  to  propaganda,  for  the  last  twenty  years, 
stating  that  if  we  changed  the  government,  calamity  would  strike  and 
once  more  we  would  be  begging  bread.  Today,  many  members  of  our 
fraternity  are  living  with  fear  in  their  hearts  wondering  when  they 
shall  be  called  upon  to  traverse  the  desert  of  despair  again. 

"This  attitude  of  mind  influences  our  masonic  economy,  as  indicated 
by  the  increased  number  of  suspensions  and  demits,  and  fewer  applica- 
tions for  degrees. 

"Number  of  suspensions  shows  increase  of  100%.  Number  demitted 
show  an  increase  of  20%.  We  had  177  fewer  candidates  than  in  1952."  He 
also  reported: — 

1953  1952 

Amount  of  arrears  of  dues  $21,034.05       $22,779.77 

Amount  of  dues  remitted  3,898.00  2,863.10 

Amount  expended  for  charity  1,530.55  1,478.13 

"The  Grand  High  Priest  further  suggests  that  each  chapter  appoint 
a  committee  to  which  delinquent  members  might  be  reported  each  year 
before  the  summer  recess.  A  call  from  such  a  committee  should  awaken 
the  negligent  or  perhaps  discover  a  case  for  relief." 

Missouri  (1954) 

The  Grand  High  Priest  asks  this  question: 

"There  was  a  time  in  the  history  of  our  Grand  Chapter  when  the 
membership  stood  at  35,776;  that  was  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago.  Today, 
the  figures  are  23,011  —  more  than  12,000  short  of  our  former  record. 
Apparently  something  is  lacking.  Is  it  because  people  are  not  interested 
in  Royal  Arch  Masonry  or  is  it  because  we  are  not  presenting  its  values 
to  Master  Masons." 

Scotland  (1954) 

The  Chairman  of  the  Visitation  Committee  reported  as  follows  for  the 
Metropolitan  Area: 

"All  chapters  were  visited  and  the  reports  indicated  that  the  work- 
ings were  very  satisfactorily  carried  out  with  all  the  dignity  and  enthus- 
iasm which  we  now  expect  in  chapters.  Meetings  were  well  attended  and 
it  is  a  pleasure  to  report  that,  over  the  period  covering  this  report,  180 
members  were  exalted  with  8  affiliations.  An  aggregate  of  approxi- 
mately 120  meetings  were  held  by  various  Chapters  over  the  period  of 
intake,  therefore  represents  about  1.5  new  members  per  meeting." 

"Evidently  in  Scotland  the  old  rule  of  three  is  the  effective  method 
used  in  conferring  the  Holy  Royal  Arch  Degree."  (R.V.C.) 


ALL  THE  TRUMPETS  SOUNDED 

New   Hampshire  (1954) 

The  Grand  Chaplain  pointed  out: 

"Life  is  indeed  a  quest.  That  I  believe  is  the  supremely  right  view 
of  it,  and  it  will  be  happier  for  all  of  us  if  we  face  it  as  such.  The  path 
of  the  quest  is  the  path  of  unending  ascent  of  the  Royal  Arch  of  life, 
an  ascent  which  never  reaches  its  meridian.  It  is  the  path,  in  fine  of 
eternal  truth. 

"The  true  birthright  of  every  human  being  is  to  know  our  own 
divinity  and  then  realize  it;  to  know  his  own  divinity  and  then  to  mani- 
fest it;  nothing  less  than  that  is  the  prize  for  which  humanity  is  striving. 
Born  of  the  Eternal  Spirit  nothing  less  than  that  can  satisfy  the  eternal 
craving  of  the  human  soui.  The  one  untameable  thing  on  earth  is  the 
soul  of  man,  and  the  one  impossibility  to  man  is  to  elude  the  Love  of 
God.  This  to  me  guarantees  immortality  and  makes  it  forever  inescap- 
able. The  realization  of  that  fact  should  soften  our  grief  when  we  are 
called  upon  to  part  with  those  Companions  whom  we  "have  loved  long 
since  and  lost  awhile." 

Nova  Scotia  (1954) 

The  G)and  High  Priest  adds  this: 

"Mindful  as  we  are  of  the  loss  we  have  suffered,  yet  we  do  give 
thanks  for  their  lives  and  labours.  We  state  our  conviction  and  our 
hope  in  the  words  of  Browning,  "Therefor  to  whom  turn  I  but  to  thee, 
the  ineffable  Name-Builder  and  Maker,  Thou,  of  houses  not  made  with 
hands.  What,  have  we  to  fear  of  change  from  Thee  who  art  the  same? 
Doubt  that  thy  power  can  fill  the  heart  that  thy  power  expands!  There 
shall  never  be  one  lost  good.  What  was,  shall  live  as  before;  the  evil  is 
null,  is  naught  is  silence  implying  sound;  What  was  good  shall  be  good, 
with,  for  evil  so  much  good  more;  On  earth  the  broken  arcs;  in  heaven  a 
perfect  round." 

"So  'they'  passed  over,  and  all  the  trumpets  sounded  for  'them'  on 
the  other  side." 

Oklahoma  (1954) 

From  the  report  of  the  committee  on  necrology  this  is  quoted: 

"We  have  followed  these  companions  to  the  brink  of  the  grave  and 
bade  them  a  fond  farewell,  consigning  their  spirits  to  the  mercies  of 
their  heavenly  Father.  We  have  spoken  words  of  comfort  to  their  loved 
ones  and  in  our  feeble  way  tried  to  ease  the  pain  that  is  ever  present  in 
the  loss  of  one  so  dear  to  their  hearts.  We  have  told  the  world  that 
we  treasured  their  memory  and  have  passed  resolutions  in  our  chapters 
for  the  permanent  record  to  posterity  that  they  were  a  part  of  the  life 
of  our  community.  What  has  all  this  meant?  Is  it  so?  Have  we  done 
our  best  to  cheer,  to  comfort  and  support  them  along  the  way  of  life  while 
they  were  with  us  ?  Did  we  whisper  good  counsel  in  their  ears  if  per- 
chance they  strayed  from  the  beaten  path  of  right  living?  Did  we  offer 
a  word  of  encouragement  when  their  spirits  were  low,  when  adversity 
had  overtaken  them  ?  Have  we  seen  to  it  that  their  widows  and  orphans, 
where  necessary,  have  not  suffered  because  of  their  passing,  and  have  we 
profited  by  the  lives  that  should  have  been  a  blessing  to  us?" 

Montana  (1954) 

The  Grand  High  Priest  closed  the  necrology  report  as  follows: 

"As  we  bid  our  companions  farewell  we  are  consoled  by  the  thought 
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that  it  is  only  a  short  time  in  the  calendar  of  eternity  and  we  find  comfort 
in  these  lines: 

Goodbye  till  morning  comes  again 

The  shade  of  death  brings  thought  of  pain, 

But  we  know  how  short  the  night 

That  falls  and  hides  him  from  sight. 

Our  hearts  would  sing  the  glad  refrain 

Good-bye  till  morning  comes  again." 
Rhode  Island  (1954) 
The  Grand  High  Priest  said: 

"While  we  feel  deeply  their  absence  from  our  deliberations  we 
realize  that  this  is  but  a  personal  reaction.  As  our  masonic  teachings 
have  impressed  on  our  minds  the  assurance  of  eternal  life,  and  we  know, 
freed  from  the  uncertainty  and  suffering  of  mortality,  they  are  enjoying 
the  eternal  peace  and  knowledge  of  Divine  Truth  that  comes  only  in  the 
second  temple  of  the  hereafter.  Let  us  carry  on  with  our  daily  work, 
inspired  by  their  example  and  stimulated  by  their  spiritual  presence,  and 
labor  to  so  build  our  temple  of  this  life  that  we,  too  may  receive  that 
same  reward  when  the  great  summons  is  extended  to  us." 

Florida  (1954) 

The  committee  on  memorials  pddnts  out  in  their  report: 

"We  are  deeply  impressed  by  the  brevity  of  life  and  the  certainty 
of  death  because  'it  is  appointed  unto  man  once  to  die'  and  after  mortal 
death  the  spirit  of  man  like  a  pure  flame  ascends  and  shines  forth  with 
additional  splendour;  so  the  immortal  soul  rises  triumphantly  above  the 
things  of  time  and  obtains  perfection  in  God's  eternity.  Thus  in  spite  of 
all  doubts  and  fears  that  grip  us  betimes,  we  follow  with  certain  step 
the  guiding  rays  of  the  light  of  truth  and  with  unfaltering  faith  our 
eager  souls  press  on  sharing  across  the  centuries  man's  hope  that  life, 
eternal  life,  is  waiting  for  us  beyond  the  mystic  veil  called  death." 
Arkansas  (1954) 
From  the  report  of  the  committee  on  Necrology  this  is  taken: 

"As  the  mountains  are  round  Jerusalem  so  the  Lord  is  round  about 
his  people  from  henceforth  even  forever.  (Psalm  125-2). 

"With  this   Divine   protection   constantly   encompassing  us,   no   evil 
can  harm  our  mortal  days  and  death  becomes  only  the  instrumentality 
by  which  we  are  retranslated  from  this  veil  of  tears  into  those  endless 
days  of  joy  which  is  eternity." 
North  Carolina  (1954) 
The  committee  on  N ecology  closes  the  report  thus: 

"As  we  think  of  these  departed,  let  us  be  conscious  of  our  own 
approaching  dissolution  and  pray  God  to  make  us  worthy  to  be  partakers 
of  the  glorious  heritage  of  the  redeemed.  May  we  who  remain  in  such 
a  manner  so  that  when  God  calls  us  to  join: 

The  innumerable  caravan  which  moves 

To  that  mysterious  realm,  where  each  shall  take 

His  chamber  in  the  silent  halls  of  death, 

Thou  go  not,  like  the  quarry  slave  at  night 

Scouraged  to  his   dungeon,  but  sustained  and   soothed 

By  an  unfaltering  trust,  approach  thy  grave 

Like  one  who  wraps  the  drapery  of  his  couch 

About  him,  and  lies  down  to  pleasant  dreams." 

MINNESOTA  (1953) 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  Necrology  states : 

"There  are  three  different  ways  of  believing  in  God.  First  as  the 
way  of  life.  Thus  He  sets  the  pattern  for  all  attitudes  and  relationships 
with  other  people.  And  He  assures  us  He  will  give  us  strength  to 
practice  His  way  of  Life  as  He  did.     Second  we  think  of  Him  as  "Truth" 
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which  gives  us  the  viewpoint  that  we  must  have  clear  thinking;  open 
mindedness;  unprejudiced  relations  with  our  fellowmen;  a  freedom  from 
ignorance  and  fear.  Thirdly  we  must  think  of  Him  as  life  itself  for  He 
is  the  source  of  life.  'In  the  beginning  was  God',  He  gave  us  the  true 
interpretation  of  life  with  its  deeper  meaning.  He  described  the  quality 
of  life  and  the  continuity  of  life  involved." 

Vermont  (1954) 

The  Giand  Chaplain  offered  this  prayer: 

"Our  Father,  we  lift  unto  Thee  the  loved  ones  of  those  Companions 
whom  Thou  hast  called  home.     Give  them  faith  to  dare  to  look  up. 

"Thou  light  of  every  darkness,  steep  Thou  our  souls  in  Thee  that 
when  the  daylight  trembles  into  shade  and  fills  the  silence  of  the  tomb, 
we  may  not  be  afraid  as  we  pass  from  the  weak  candlelight  of  earth  to 
Thine  eternal  sunshine.  Amen." 

WORLD  CONDITIONS 
Saskatchewan  (1954) 

The  Grand  First  Principal  reported: 

"When  the  news  flashed  around  the  world  that  Princess  Elizabeth 
had  become  Queen  Elizabeth  II  an  elusive  thrill  stirred  the  hearts  of  her 
people.  Men's  minds — and  hearts — recalled  stories  handed  down  across 
the  centuries — tales  of  another  Elizabeth,  who  nearly  four  hundred  years 
ago,  had  graced  the  throne  of  England. 

"Then  as  now,  there  was  no  peace  in  the  world.  There  was  wars  and 
rumours  of  wars.  Tyranny  stalked  the  earth  and  great  indeed  must  have 
been  the  vision  that  could  survey  the  future  without  fear.  Yet  with 
Elizabeth  I  upon  the  throne,  England  began  to  realize  her  greatness  in 
Literature,  Exploration  and  Accomplishments  in  hundreds  of  fields.  The 
Elizabethan  Era  shines  like  a  wondrous  beacon  in  the  night. 

"Today  Elizabeth  II  rules  in  a  time  of  testing.  Her  realms  have 
many  problems  to  face  and  solve.  Yet  her  subjects  believe  that,  with  the 
help  of  God,  under  her,  lands  that  call  her  Queen  shall  know  another 
glorious  era. 

"Our  Brethren  of  the  Craft  will  view  with  satisfaction  the  news  that 
Queen  Elizabeth  II,  has  given  her  consent  to  be  the  Great  Patroness  of 
the  three  Royal  Masonic  Benevolent  Institutions  conducted  by  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  England,  one  for  girls,  one  for  boys  and  one  for  the  older  folks. 

"We  are  also  pleased  to  learn  that  Phillip,  Duke  of  Edinburgh,  and 
consort  to  our  Queen,  has  joined  the  'Craft'." 

TEXAS  (1953) 

The  Grand  High  Priest  announced: 

"The  time  is  at  hand  when  we  must  carry  the  teachings  of  our  order 
into  the  highways  and  byways  of  our  communities;  living  its  lofty 
precepts  day  by  day;  doing  our  utmost  to  inculcate  in  the  hearts  of  all, 
higher  standards  of  Christian  living.  We  must  each  and  every  one  help 
spread  the  ideals  of  Freemasonry  before  the  world  for  all  men  to  see, 
approve  and  emulate.  If  we  can  spread  the  teachings  of  the  Great  Light 
of  our  fraternity  to  enough  people  we  can  change  the  trend  of  civiliza- 
tion." 

West  Virginia  (1953) 

The  Grand  High  Priest  reports: 

"During  the  year  many  changes  have  taken  place  in  the  world  about 
us,  yet  we  still  live  in  an  atmosphere  of  tension  and  distrust.  We  are 
happy  that  the  year  has  witnessed  the  cessation  of  the  war  in  Korea.  We 
sincerely  hope  and  pray  that  this  will  lead  to  a  just  and  lasting  peace, 
and  that  we  may  be  another  step  nearer  making  the  brotherhood  of  man 
a  reality  rather  than  just  a  dream." 
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Kansas  (1954) 

The  Grand  High  Priest  said: 

"As  I  review  the  former  reports  they  would  indicate  that  the  condi- 
tion of  the  world  at  that  time  was  most  trying;  wars  or  rumours  of  wars, 
a  civilization  torn  asunder  with  unrest,  people  all  over  the  world  dis- 
trusting one  another,  utterly  failing  to  meet  in  intelligent  conference 
for  a  worthy  and  honourable  solution. 

"Strange  as  it  may  seem  one  could  report  the  same  or  even  a  more 
alarming  condition  today,  for  we  find  ourselves  after  these  many  years 
still  struggling  for  the  answer,  hoping  for  a  solution,  asking  all  peoples 
to  have  faith,  seeking  peace  in  a  world  of  strife,  recommending  unselfish 
hope  for  better  things,  praying  for  mankind  to  receive  Divine  mercy  and 
the  normal  blessings  of  good  health  and  reasonable  comfort.  One  could 
write  volumes  covering  formula  for  a  better  way  of  life,  or  recite  lines 
upon  lines  filled  with  recommendations  for  justice;  yet  all  seems  for 
naught,  the  world  seems  to  glory  in  aimless  direction  and  one  might  well 
be  influenced  to  give  up  in  despair.  Yet  again  with  more  determination 
than  ever  and  with  unlimited  encouragement,  as  your  Grand  High  Priest, 
I  charge  you  to  have  courage  and  hold  firmly  to  the  teachings  of  Masonic 
enlightenment  for  ours  is  a  noble  purpose,  well  founded  and  worthy  of 
your  most  sincere  effort  and  best  support." 

Vermont  (1954) 

The  Grand  High  Priest  gave  this  direction: 

"The  world  of  today  is  struggling  to  have  peace  and  happiness  but 
with  the  large  forces  continually  working  to  overthrow  our  governments 
and  even  working  in  our  schools  to  misinform  our  men  and  women  of 
tomorrow,  we,  Companions,  must  look  well  to  the  teachings  of  the  Good 
Book  which  is  always  open  at  our  meetings  and  have  Faith  that  'He  who 
created  all  things'  Will  lead  us  to  a  solution  of  our  troubles  and  peace  and 
happiness  will  come  to  us  all.  We  must  have  strength  and  a  determina- 
tion to  fight  the  forces  against  us  and  courage  to  uphold  the  teachings  of 
Masonry  for  they  are  noble  in  purpose  and  worthy  of  our  earnest  sup- 
port.    Emmerson  said: — 

Not  gold,  but  only  men  can  make 

A  Nation  great  and  strong; 
Men  who  for  truth  and  honor's  sake 

Stand  fast  and  suffer  long. 
Brave  men   who   work   while   others   sleep 

Who  dare  while  others  shy; 
They  build  a  nation's  pillars  deep 
And  lift  them  to  the  sky." 

CHAPTERS 
British  Columbia  (1954) 

From  the  foreword  of  the  report  on  Fraternal  Correspondence  by  Most 
Excellent  Companion  Reid  this  comment  is  quoted: 
Neither  numerical  strength  nor  financial  supremacy,  however  are  a 
true  index  of  Masonic  growth.  Smaller  chapters,  and  more  of  them  may 
well  be  the  answer.  Granted  inspired  leadership,  a  small  Chapter  be- 
comes a  closely  knit  unit,  often  located  in  an  area  where  the  majority  of 
the  members  reside.  The  Companions  enjoy  that  sense  of  personal 
relationship  lacking  in  larger  chapters.  They  have  a  better  opportunity 
to  increase  their  Masonic  knowledge  and  enthusiasm  by  taking  an  active 
part  in  the  work,  whereas  in  a  large  Chapter  the  newly  Exalted  Com- 
panion is  submerged  in  a  sea  of  strange  faces  and  realizes  at  once  that 
he  has  no  hope  of  being  singled  out  for  special  duty  or  attention.  He 
feels  almost  alien,  gradually  loses  interest,  and  is  eventually  suspended 
N.P.D." 
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Delaware  (1954) 

The  Grand  High  Priest  speaks  frankly: 

"The  degree  work  in  some  instances  has  fallen  to  a  new  low.  It 
seems  incredible  that  a  chapter  officer  would  try  to  get  by  with  such 
work  that  the  chapter  itself,  and  particularly  the  Past  High  Priests, 
would  permit  such  work  without  taking  some  steps  to  correct  it,  and, 
finally  that  the  Grand  Chapter  would  allow  its  subordinate  Chapters  to 
perform  some  of  the  most  beautiful  ritualistic  work  in  masonry  in  such 
slipshod  manner.  A  degree  team  is  not  the  answer  to  this  problem.  THE 
OFFICERS  MUST  KNOW  THEIR  WORK.  I  am  firmly  of  the  convic- 
tion that  no  officer  should  be  advanced  in  the  chapter  line  until  he  has 
been  thoroughly  examined  by  the  Grand  Lecturer  and  pronounced  quali- 
fied. I  musn't  overlook  the  members  of  the  chapters  who  do  not  hold 
offices.  Too  often  the  reason  they  don't  hold,  or  haven't  held  offices  is 
because  they  too,  are  not  working  at  Capitulary  Masonry.  Often  they 
fail  to  support  those  officers  who  are  trying  to  carry  on  the  work  of  the 
chapter  even  to  the  extent  of  merely  being  present  at  stated  convocations. 
There  are  so  many  things  for  a  member  to  do — committee  work,  substi- 
tuting in  the  line  when  necessary,  taking  minor  parts  in  degree  work, 
visiting  the  sick,  and  many  other  duties." 

West  Virginia  (1953) 

The  Grand  Lecturer  concurs: 

"The  Grand  Lodge  in  1896  adopted  the  wise  law  that  no  master-elect 
could  be  installed  into  office  unless  he  could  confer  the  several  degrees 
and  deliver  the  lectures  pertaining  to  them  in  an  efficient  manner.  Some 
modifications  of  that  law  might  be  made  to  work  to  the  advantage  of  our 
chapters.  For  instance,  it  would  not  be  demanding  too  much  to  require 
the  council  officers  as  a  group  to  be  able  to  confer  the  several  degrees 
and  deliver  the  lectures  pertaining  to  them  in  an  efficient  manner.  If 
such  a  law  was  enforced  all  our  chapters  would  be  places  of  interest  and 
fountains  of  true  Masonic  knowledge." 

New  Hampshire  (1954) 

The  Grand  High  Priest  observed: 

"That  there  has  been  an  increasing  shortage  of  manpower  in  a  good 
many  chapters.  Something  is  decidedly  wrong  when  our  chapters  are 
unable  to  find  interested  Companions  to  become  officers,  thereby  filling 
all  stations  without  relying  on  Past  High  Priests  to  do  the  work.  Is  it 
because  those  who  have  taken  an  active  interest  in  our  capitular  Rite 
are  interested  only  to  the  point  of  personal  honours?  Why  have  they 
not  seen  the  light  to  transmit  enthusiasm  to  others  ?  If  we  are  to  prosper 
we  must  do  our  share  of  the  work.  This  country — yes  the  world  needs 
men  imbued  with  the  principles  of  Masonry  more  than  ever  before.  Com- 
munism and  other  forces  are  grasping  at  our  throats — hatred  and  jea- 
lousies are  creeping  into  our  way  of  life — are  we  the  calibre  of  men  our 
forefathers  were?  Should  we  not  as  Royal  Arch  Masons  dispense  true 
Masonic  light  and  knowledge  to  our  less  informed  brethren." 

Wisconsin  (1954) 

The  Grand  High  Priest  suggests  that: 

"The  matter  of  the  rehabilitation  of  dormant  chapters  be  given  in- 
tensive study.  The  correction  of  the  cause  of  their  troubles  requires  much 
experience  and  a  diagnostic  ability  not  given  to  all  men.  Usually  the 
proper  treatment  cannot  be  long  delayed  for  there  is  a  point  of  degenera- 
tion beyond  which  rehabilitation  is  impossible.  Dormant  Chapters  are  a 
discredit  to  the  fraternity  in  the  areas  in  which  they  exist  and  I  feel  it 
is  the  responsibility  of  the  Grand  Chapter  to  offer  them  every  assistance 
to  the  end,  that  Royal  Arch  Masonry  merits  the  respect  to  which  it  is 
entitled." 
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Ohio  (1954) 

From  the  Charter  and  Dispensation  Committee  report  this  is  quoted: 

"Once  again  your  committee  calls  attention  to  the  large  number  of 
chapters  having  a  membership  of  600  or  more.  We  repeat  the  warning 
contained  in  our  1952  report,  that  these  chapters  are  headed  for  trouble 
because  by  their  very  size  they  are  unable  to  interest  all  of  their  mem- 
bers who  desire  to  become  active  Royal  Arch  Masons.  These  chapters  are 
not  in  a  position  to  offer  speaking  parts  in  any  degree  work,  positions  in 
the  line  of  officers  or  committee  activities  to  all  who  desire  to  take  some 
responsibility  in  the  chapter.  The  result  is  loss  of  interest  in  many  Com- 
panions who  would  make  good  workers  and  officers  if  they  had  some- 
thing to  do.  One  answer  to  this  problem  is  another  chapter.  Once  again  we 
ask  each  District  Deputy  High  Priest  to  examine  his  own  district  to 
ascertain  locations  in  which  new  chapters  may  profitably  be  established." 

EDUCATION 
Ohio  (1953) 

This  paragraph  from  the  Address  of  Comp.  Rev.  George  McD.  Cordner 
at  the  annual  dinner  of  the  Grand  Chapter  is  quoted: 
"If  the  continuing  philosophy  of  Masonry  is  to  be  kept  alive  in  any 
age,  it  must  be  taught  to  all  of  those  who  enter  our  doors  as  members. 
We  do  not  make  masons  by  ceremonies,  degrees  or  signs.  We  make  a  man 
a  mason  when  we  have  presented  to  him  our  history,  our  philosophy,  our 
Wessons,  and  our  obligations,  and  when  he  has  willingly  made  them  a  con- 
tinuing part  of  his  life.  The  first  principle  by  which  masonry  is  to  achieve 
its  ends  must  then  be  a  plan  of  Masonic  education,  constantly  carried  out, 
within  everybody,  for  the  enlightenment  and  re-enlightenment  of  all  our 
membership.  Masonic  Education  is  not  a  senseless  luxury  to  use,  when  we 
are  not  conferring  degrees.  It  is  an  essential  part  of  our  work  and  a  con- 
tinuing obligation  if  men  are  to  be  made  masons,  and  if?  Masonry  is  to 
continue  to  hold  fast  its  ideals.  Yet,  what  we  learn  and  believe  as  Masons 
can  never  be  expressed  alone  behind  tiled  doors.  We  are  a  universal 
fraternity  and  whenever  we  find  ourselves  in  conflict  with  forces  that 
would  destroy  the  freedoms  we  cherish  and  whose  values  we  have  learned 
within  our  craft,  then  must  we  as  Masons  proclaim  by  our  lives,  demon- 
strate by  our  actions,  and  teach  by  our  examples,  the  overwhelming  value 
of  these  freedoms,  that  men  the  world  over  may  join  with  us  in  preserv- 
ing the  way  of  life  that  produces  the  highest  good  of  mankind.  Thus  we 
must  be  ever  faithful  to  our  craft,  alert  to  dangers  that  may  threaten, 
supporting  the  good  that  exists,  and  ever  mindful  that  the  eternal  God 
has  made  each  of  us  his  brother's  keeper." 

New  York  (1954) 

The  Grand  High  Priest  stated: 

"Our  slogan,  'Achievement  Through  Education/  has  been  followed 
by  dissemination  throughout  the  Empire  State  of  our  basic  Royal  Arch 
message.  The  publishing  of  the  pamphlet,  The  Long  Sought  Word,  and 
the  issuance  of  a  monthly  service  have  been  of  untold  value  in  this  direc- 
tion." 

He  recommended  and  Grand  Chapter  approved  the  appropriation  of 
the  sum  of  $500  each  for  the  purchase  of  two  pages  in  any  two  of  the 
next  four  issues  of  the  "Empire  State  Mason."  These  pages  would  contain 
properly  edited  notes  on  the  doings  of  Grand  Chapter  as  well  as  sub- 
ordinate chapters  throughout  the  state." 

MEMBERSHIP 

Victoria  (1953) 

The  Grand  Orator  had  this  to  say: 

"Maybe  we  have  gained  our  Masonry  at  too  slight  a  cost,  and  by  cost 
we  mean  genuine  sacrifice.  It  is  an  axiom  that  what  costs  us  most  we 
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appreciate.  Our  order  is  esteemed  and  respected.  Its  ramifications  extend 
from  the  top  to  the  bottom  of  the  social  tree,  and  we  have  never  known 
what  it  can  mean  to  suffer  for  our  association  with  the  institution.  The 
annals  of  Masonry  immortalize  one  of  our  Grand  Masters,  H.A.B.,  who 
refused  to  betray  his  trust,  although  the  refusal  led  to  his  untimely 
death.  We  gave  thanks  to  the  Most  High  that  under  the  beneficent  rule 
of  Her  Gracious  Majesty,  as  under  that  of  her  illustrious  predecessors,  we 
have  never  faced  and  are  unlikely  to  face  similar  trials;  but  even  in  these 
times  the  lot  of  all  our  brethren  is  not  so  favorably  cast.  We  remember 
with  pride  the  Worshipful  Brethren  and  Eminent  Companions  of  the  Eng- 
lish Constitution  in  Japan  who,  upon  the  outbreak  of  the  Pacific  War, 
were  immediately  imprisoned  and,  under  torture,  bid  reveal  the  full 
secrets  of  a  Freemason.  In  each  case  they  refused  to  betray  their  trust, 
though  they  suffered  terribly  in  consequence.  It  should  be  remembered  in 
passing  that  under  the  license  which  permitted  Masonry  to  be  practiced 
in  Japan  a  gentleman's  agreement  was  made  that  no  Japanese  should  be 
received  into  the  order.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  war  the  Japanese  erron- 
eously considered  that  such  a  secret  society  was  merely  a  cover  for 
Westerners  to  carry  out  espionage  activities;  which  doubtless  would  have 
been,  in  the  case  of  a  secret  society  of  their  own." 

Victoria   (1953) 

The  First  Grand  Principal  again  said: 

"The  question  of  interesting  and  CONTINUING  to  interest  those 
who  are  exalted  t%>  this  order  so  that  the  attendance  percentage  may  be 
greatly  increased  is  causing  concern  all  over  the  world.  Personally,  I 
believe  that  bad  and  unintelligent  rendering  of  our  ritual  and  the  promo- 
tion of  companions  to  office  irrespective  of  merit  and  ability  or  of  past 
neglect  are  responsible  for  the  trouble.  Like  my  predecessors  in  office,  I 
emphasize  the  necessity  of  efficiency  throughout  the  constituent  Chapters 
and  would  remind  the  Principals  of  their  obligation,  'not  to  concur  in  the 
appointment  of  any  Companion  to  a  subordinate  office  unless  fully  con- 
vinced that  he  is  duly  qualified  for  and  worthy  of  that  office.'  " 

Maryland  (1953) 

The  Grand  Lecturer  and  Visitor  remarks: 

"From  personal  contacts  with  some  of  the  membership  of  three 
chapters  due  to  the  fact  that  these  chapters  are  situated  up  long  flights 
of  stairs  I  find  that  many  of  our  elderly  companions  are  prevented  from 
attending  the  convocations  by  those  stairs." 

Georgia  (1954) 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  General  Welfare  recommends: 

"One  of  the  most  serious  situations  confronting  subordinate  Chapters 
is  attendance  or  rather  the  lack  of  it,  and  with  the  continued  advance- 
ment and  expansion  of  television  it  is  going  to  become  harder  and  harder 
to  get  companions  to  attend  meetings.  We  therefore  offer  these  recom- 
mendations with  a  view  of  holding  and  possibly  increasing  attendance: 

1.  Start  meetings  at  time  designated. 

2.  Expedite  all  business  meetings  and  degree  work,  keeping  length 
of  meetings  to  an  absolute  minimum. 

3.  Keep  as  many  companions  working  in  the  various  degrees  as 
possible  as  companions  who  have  some  part  in  the  work  will  in  all  prob- 
ability attend  meetings. 

4.  Pick  the  best  possible  material  in  your  chapters  for  officers.  By 
this  we  mean  companions  that  are  qualified  to  handle  the  afflairs  of  the 
chapter  and  who  will  attend  meetings. 

5.  Dramatize  your  degree  work  and  select  companions  well  qualified 
for  the  part  they  are  to  take,  and  most  important  keep  the  degree  work 
from  dragging. 

6.  By  all  means  keep  your  past  High  Priests  interested,  assign  them 
to  some  committee  or  give  them  part  in  the  degree  work. 
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7.  Do  not  put  on  too  manv  degrees  at  one  meeting,  but  arrange  work 
so  that  companions  can  get  home  at  a  reasonable  time." 

Washington  (1954) 

The  Grand  High  Priest  closed  his  address  viith  this   thought: 

"May  the  day  soon  come  when  each  individual  companion  shall  be 
earnest  and  sincere.  Then  indeed  shall  we1  have  faith  that  our  great  in- 
stitution may  become  what  God  intended  it  to  be,  a  mighty  power  for 
good  throughout  the  land,  spreading  the  gospel  of  'intellect,  reason, 
philosophy  and  true  religion/  Then  indeed  shall  we  have  faith  that  the 
great  I  am  shall  become  universal  and  eternal." 

NONPAYMENT  OF  DUES 
Washington  (1954) 

The  Grand  Secretary  asks: 

"I  am  wondering  if  we  are  again  on  the  down  grade.  For  the  first 
time  over  a  period  of  ten  years  we  record  a  loss.  While  it  is  small,  still 
it  is  a  loss.  The  question  arises,  why? 

Deaths  and  demits  we  cannot  control  but  something  can  surely  be 
done  to  halt  the  appalling  loss  by  dropping  for  non-payment  of  dues  and 
our  apparent  lack  of  enthusiasm  in  acquiring  new  members.  What  is  ac- 
complished in  exalting  a  companion  and  then  in  a  short  period  of  time  see 
him  surrender  his  membership  by  the  route  of  N.P.D.  ?  Where  lies  the 
fault? 

Is  it  because  of  apathy  and  lack  of  interest  ?  Is  is  because  of  degrees 
conferred  in  a  sloppy  and  inefficient  manner?  Is  it  laxity  on  the  part  of 
the  High  Priest  and  secretary  in  not  personally  contacting  the  Companion 
in  question  and  ascertain  his  reasons  for  allowing  his  membership  to 
lapse  ?  Is  it  because  our  fees  are  too  low  that  the  candidate  does  not  ap- 
preciate that  which  is  acquired  so  cheaply  and  with  so  little  effort?  Is  it 
because  of  apathy  and  indifference  among  the  members  towards  their 
chapters  ?  Is  it  because  of  poor  leadership  ?  Is  it  because  we  of  the  Royal 
Craft  hide  our  light  under  a  bushel  and  hesitate  to  spread  more  light  and 
masonic  knowledge  among  symbolic  lodge  brothers?  Is  it  because  our 
candidates  are  not  given  a  thorough  instruction  on  the  ideals  and  objec- 
tives of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  ?  Is  it  because  we  do  not  make  our  meetings 
interesting  enough  that  our  members  will  be  encouraged  to  be  regular  in 
their  attendance?  Is  it  because  of  poor  organization  and  waste  of  time 
that  meetings  sometimes  last  beyond  the  midnight  hour?  Is  it  because 
the  Chapter  is  sometimes  used  as  a  stepping  stone  to  acquire  something 
that  is  supposed  to  be  higher?  Is  it  because  of  the  attitude  of  many  of 
us,  let  George  do  it?  But  the  record  shows  that  during  the  year  1953 
George  did  not  do  it." 

Virginia  (1954) 

The  newly  installed  High  Priest  observed: 

"It  is  indeed  appalling  when  we  observe  so  many  fine,  upright 
Brethren  so  highly  recommended,  apparently  worthy  and  well  qualified, 
knocking  at  the  portals  of  our  institution,  seeking  further  light  on 
Masonry  and  with  the  hope  of  obtaining  a  greater  knowledge  and  under- 
standing of  the  Most  High  and  Mighty  God,  through  the  symbols,  colors, 
signs  and  scriptural  lectures,  as  are  taught  and  portrayed  in  our  chapters, 
which  have  been  handed  down  through  the  chosen  few  and  taught  from 
time  immemorable  to  those  worthy  to  carry  the  light  of  truth;  to  see 
these  brethren  or  companions  after  they  are  exalted  to  the  Royal  Arch 
Degree  turn  aside  by  saying  we  have  nothing  to  offer,  failing  to  examine 
themselves  a  first,  a  second,  a  third  time,  failing  to  listen  to  the  small 
voice  within  ever  calling  them  to  higher  and  nobler  life,  failing  to  heed 
the  Father's  call  to  make  the  pathway  easier  for  weaker  feet  to  tread, 
failing  to  beautify  and  adorn  the  world  in  which  they  live,  into  which 
they  brought  nothing,  but  have  received  so  much  from  the  hand  of  the 
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Father.  Yea  I  say  it  is  appalling  to  find  these  men  and  other  good  Com- 
panions on  our  suspended  list  for  non-payment  of  dues,  unmasonic  con- 
duct and  other  reasons.  We  ask  ourselves  this  question:  Did  we  fail  in 
our  duty  when  the  degrees  were  conferred;  did  we  impress  on  their  minds 
the  great  principles  of  our  institution?" 

Maine  (1954) 

The  committee  on  the  condition  of  the  Fraternity  reported: 

"The  figures  reported  on  uncollected  dues  seems  to  be  getting  some- 
what out  of  control  and  although  not  of  alarming  proportions  they  are 
almost  50  per  cent  higher  than  last  year.  Perhaps  a  little  more  activity  on 
the  part  of  the  secretaries  and  other  officers  and  committees  appointed 
to  make  personal  contact  with  delinquent  Companions  could  remedy  this 
situation  before  it  gets  out  of  hand  and  results  in  a  heavy  loss  through 
suspension." 

California   (1954) 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  Fraternal  Correspondence  in  the  fore- 
ward  observes: 

"Demissions  and  suspensions  continue  to  mount.  There  is  a  growing 
concern  over  urging  Companions  into  the  front  door,  only  to  see  them 
slip  out  the  rear  door.  It  is  generally  agreed  that  personal  contract  will 
solve  a  good  many  situations  where  lack  of  interest  is  apparent." 

Iowa  (1954) 

The  Grand  High  Priest  comments: 

"Our  demissions  and  suspensions  are  too  high  as  compared  to  the 
number  of  admissions  and  reinstatements.  I  am  convinced  that  some  of 
the  suspensions  are  handled  in  an  illegal  manner,  and  that  High  Priests 
and  secretaries  are  enjoined  to  set  their  house  in  order  where  such  a 
condition  exists.  Demission  of  189  members  with  admission  of  90  and 
suspensions  of  218  with  reinstatements  of  90  are  figures  out  of  propor- 
tion." 

Texas  (1953) 

The  Grand  High  Priest  instructed  the  District  Deputy  Grand  High 
Priests  as  follows: 

"Please  start  early  in  your  efforts  to  induce  the  Chapters  to  reclaim 
those  who  have  been  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues.  We  need  them 
in  our  chapters  and  we  need  their  support  to  the  home  for  aged  masons." 

Connecticut  (1954) 

From  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  financial  reports  of  chapters  this 
is  taken: 

"The  terms  of  exemption  of  dues  in  the  various  chapters  were  care- 
fully scrutinized  by  your  committee,  and  we  are  happy  to  report  that 
some  Chapters  have  amended  their  by-laws  to  conform  realistically  to 
today's  conditions..  .  .  However  the  shocking  fact  is  that  28.5  per  cent 
or  3,154  of  our  companions  are  exempt  from  further  payment  of  dues. 
This  is  largely  a  problem  to  be  solved  by  the  individual  Chapters,  as 
many  of  them  have  already  done.  Manifestly,  the  happiest  solution  is  to 
swell  the  membership  rolls  with  new  names. 

Closely  allied  with  the  foregoing  is  the  subject  of  the  annual  dues 
charged  by  constituent  chapters.  Again  we  hesitate  to  elaborate  on  the 
subject  because  it  is  patently  each  individual  Chapter's  own  problem. 
Nevertheless,  an  analysis  of  the  reports  disclosed  that  many  Chapters 
depend  upon  candidates'  fees  to  close  the  gap  between  annual  expendi- 
tures and  income.  During  the  lean  years  they  could  not  avoid  going  into 
red  figures  due  to  the  inflexibility  of  their  fixed  overhead  costs.  We  re- 
peat that  this  is  a  problem  which  should  be  tackled  promptly  by  the  lead- 
ership of  those  Chapters  which  are  skating  on  thin  ice. 
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And  now  we  come  to  the  subject  of  gravest  concern  to  your  commit- 
tee and  of  outstanding  importance  to  all  of  us.  We  refer  to  the  ljarge 
number  of  MEMBERS  IN  ARREARS  FOR  THREE  YEARS  OR  MORE 
AND  THE  AGGREGATE  AMOUNT  OF  THEIR  INDEBTEDNESS.  Be-, 
fore  pursuing  this  subject  further,  however,  we  think  it  is  fitting  to  call 
attention  to  the  exceptionally  fine  records  of  some  Chapters  in  this 
respect.  .  .  One  of  them  .  .  .  has  collected  its  dues  100  per  cent  since 
1949  .  .  .  but  we  think  it  is  pertinent  at  this  stage  of  our  report  to  point 
out  that  there  are  seven  chapters  whose  cumulative  total  of  three  years 
and  over  deliquents  involve  166  members  out  of  a  dues  paying  total  of 
1963  members  and  their  aggregate  indebtedness  amounts  to  $2,775.  These 
seven  chapters  account  for  59  per  cent  of  the  total  of  282  known  three- 
year  delinquents  and  almost  70  per  cent  of  the  total  three-year  or  more 
indebtedness  of  $3,958.70.  ...  It  is  not  necessary  for  us  to  comment 
further  on  this  deplorable  situation.  Its  seriousness  is  apparent  to  all. 
We  can  only  urge  the  leadership  of  the  several  Chapters  involved  to  do 
their  utmost  to  retain  these  members  whom  we  can  ill  afford  to  lose." 

Pennsylvania  (1953) 

The  Grand  High  Priest  stated: 

"The  loss  due  to  suspensions  over  the  past  years  has  very  definitely 
affected  our  membership.  I  believe  that  it  is  more  important  to  retain  the 
older  members  than  it  is  to  forget  them  and  look  for  new  members  to 
replace  them.  If  a  chapter  cannot  hold  the  interest  of  their  present  mem- 
bers, how  do  they  expect  to  hold  the  interest  of  the  new  ones  over  a 
period  of  time? 

I  would  recommend  that  the  District  Deputy  High  Priests  write  to 
each  High  Priest  in  their  district  requesting  them  to  have  all  members 
contacted  personally  during  the  summer  and  early  fall  that  owe  two 
years  or  more.  Too  many  members  that  have  shown  apparent  disinterest 
in  the  Chapter  are  those  who  have  not  attended  over  a  period  of  years, 
chiefly  because  they  feel  that  they  do  not  know  the  active  members  and 
that  no  one  is  interested  in  them.  Personal  contact  and  an  invitation  to 
attend  will  do  much  to  increase  attendance  in  the  Chapters.  It  will  also 
keep  the  number  of  deliquents  to  a  minimum." 

South  Dakota  (1953) 

The  Grand  High  Priest  continues : 

"I  would  like  to  recommend  that  the  High  Priest  and  secretary  of 
constituent  chapters  make  personal  contact  with  members  wherever  pos- 
sible with  all  who  are  six  months  or  more  past  due  and  try  and  collect 
these  dues  if  possible.  It  is  always  easier  to  pay  one  year's  dues  than 
three  or  more  at  one  time.  I  also  know  that  by  personal  contacts  more 
can  be  accomplished  than  by  a  letter,  especially  if  the  member  also 
belongs  to  the  Commandery  or  Shrine,  as  they  will  not  want  to  drop  these 
bodies.  It  is  also  easier  to  keep  up  your  membership  by  keeping  the  dues 
collected  than  to  go  out  to  obtain  new  candidates  which  is  necessary  if 
you  desire  to  keep  your  chapter  and  Grand  Chapter  growing.  You  cannot 
stand  still.  You  must  either  move  forward  or  backward." 

Alabama  (1954) 

The  Grand  High  Priest  said  this : 

"Companions,  we  are  losing  too  many  members  by  suspension.  If  you 
will  check  the  records  you  will  find  that  the  suspensions  in  some  of  the 
larger  chapters  are  all  out  of  line  with  the  times  and  conditions  which 
clearly  indicates  more  work  should  be  done  on  the  part  of  someone.  We 
plead  with  the  representatives  of  the  respective  chapters  to  see  that  those 
charged  with  the  collection  of  dues  discharge  their  duties  promptly  and 
not  allow  the  Companion  to  get  several  years  behind  and  eventually  sus- 
pended." 
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LEADERSHIP 
Montanna  (1954) 

The  Grand  Lecturer  in  A'./.s-  oration  chose  the  subject  "Leadership"  from 
which  the  following  extract  is  taken: 

"Again  I  would  like  to  stress  that  leadership  is  the  art  of  influencing 
human  behaviour.  One  of  the  basic  elements  is  the  ability  to  instruct  and 
to  lead  others.  Efficiency  is  enhanced  by  high  morale  and  esprit  de  corps 
and  is  most  forcibly  demonstrated  by  sound  administration.  The  ef- 
ficiency of  the  chapter  rests  usually  on  two  men,  namely,  Excellent  High 
Priest  and  secretary  in  the  individual  chapters. 

In  that  we  might  promote  leadership  in  our  organization,  let  us  look 
at  some  of  the  requirements  for  leadership.  In  considering  leadership 
much  information  is  taken  from  the  requirements  as  set  forth  by  army 
standards.  The  reason  for  this  is  that  "Man  is  the  fundamental  instru- 
ment of  Masonry  as  well  as  the  army  and  he  remains  fairly  constant. 
Unless  the  behaviour  and  elemental  attributes  are  understood  and  ap- 
preciated, mistakes  will  be  made  and  faulty  leadership  will  result  in  a 
decline  of  Masonic  influence.  To  all  responsible  for  the  maintenance  and 
continuation  of  our  order  they  should  consider  and  select  men  for  ap- 
pointments who  will  possess  some  of  the  characteristics  which  will  be  set 
forth  later. 

A  leader  must  possess  a  majority  of  these  characteristics:  Self-con- 
fidence, obedience,  loyalty,  neatness,  self-control,  courage,  intelligence, 
decisiveness,  initiative,  thoughfulness,  justice,  honesty,  truthfulness, 
decency,  sincerity,  good  humor.  If  any  of  these  are  not  inherent  they  can 
be  developed.  Any  theory  that  leadership  is  solely  inherited  must  be  re- 
jected. It  can  be  developed  in  any  reasonable,  intelligent,  morally  sound 
and  forceful  man  no  matter  how  inexperienced.  Dissolute  habits  will  tear 
down  any  spark  of  leadership  and  if  any  man  possesses  some  of  the  fol- 
lowing characteristics  he  will  fail  as  a  leader:  Immorality,  obscenity, 
drunkenness,  ridicule,  sarcasm,  insulting  remarks,  surliness  and  uncon- 
trolled anger." 

West  Virginia  (1953) 

The  Grand  High  Priest  reports : 

"From  the  Deputy  Grand  Lecturers  and  Inspectors  indicate  that  there 
is  lack  of  interest  among  the  officers  of  several  of  our  subordinate  chap- 
ters. If  this  condition  is  permitted  to  continue  the  Grand  Chapter  cannot 
expect  to  continue  to  grow  and  prosper  as  it  should.  We  hope  that  the 
official  representatives  of  the  subordinate  chapters  will  return  to  their 
homes  with  a  renewed  determination  to  see  that  their  officers  put  forth  a 
greater  effort  to  learn  the  work  and  to  urge  them  to  work  harder  for  the 
advancement  of  their  chapters." 

South  Carolina  (1954) 

The  Grand  High  Priest  adds: 

"Much  needs  to  be  done  to  enhance  the  work  of  this  institution  al- 
though it  has  been  noted  that  many  of  the  chapters  have  renewed  their 
efforts.  Proper  preparation  of  those  whom  we  exalt  and  more  thorough 
instruction  for  those  who  participate  in  the  degree  work  are  vitally 
necessary." 

DEGREE  WORK 
Wisconsin  (1954) 
The  committee  on  advancement  suggests: 

Our  ritualistic  work  is  of  prime  importance  to  our  candidates  for 
whom  the  degrees  are  provided.  In  the  short  time  we  have  with  them  in 
each  degree,  we  must,  by  our  earnest  and  faithful  presentation  of  the 
wor'<,  truly  portray  to  them  the  fundamental  precepts  of  the  degree,  and 
creafe  in  them  the  desire  for  deeper  understanding  of  the  principles 
advanced.  This  understanding  is  acquired  by  individual  study  and  listen- 
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ing  to  information  imparted  by  others  who  have  studied.  Many  chapters 
are  finding  it  possible,  by  speeding  up  their  business  sessions,  to  include 
at  least  a  fifteen  minute  discussion  period  or  talk  on  a  masonic  subject  of 
interest  to  the  companions.  Our  own  research  chapter  provides  a  valuable 
and  additional  source  for  Masonic  information  and  many  of  our  com- 
panions are  taking  advantage  of  this  opportunity.  Royal  Arch  Masonry 
is  not  a  play  section  of  Masonry.  The  solemn  truths  presented  are  in- 
tended to  improve  our  convictions  on  the  life  we  live.  Our  appreciation  of 
the  good  qualities  of  mankind;  our  friendly  bearing  toward  all  mankind; 
a  spirit  of  cooperation  and  the  sharing  of  responsibilities;  our  faith  in  the 
immortality  of  the  soul  and  in  the  Master  of  the  Universe  who  guides 
our  destinies;  our  belief  in  and  familiarity  with  the  Holy  Bible,  that 
great  Light  in  Masonry." 

Georgia  (1954) 

The  committee  on  General  Welfare  says: 

"We  must  speak  out  against  the  practice  by  some  subordinate  chap- 
ters in  communicating  or  simply  obligating  candidates  in  the  degrees.  In 
some  cases  that  we  know  of  as  many  as  three  degrees  have  been  com- 
municated to  candidates.  Certainly  when  this  is  done  we  are  not  giving  a 
candidate  what  he  has  paid  for.  We  should  always  remember  our  re- 
sponsibility to  a  candidate  in  that  we  are  trying  to  make  him  a  better 
man  and  mason  and  not  just  adding  his  name  to  our  rolls." 

Nebraska  (1953) 

The  Grand  High  Priest  forcibly  states : 

"It  seems  to  me  that  any  group  of  officers  with  even  a  modicum  of 
interest  in  their  asssignments  should  be  able  to  master  the  requirements 
laid  down  in  our  examination.  Inability  to  qualify  on  these  few  lines  of- 
fers scant  promise  for  proper  preparation  of  the  more  exacting  demands 
in  the  conferral  of  the  degrees  and  affords  little  hope  for  any  betterment 
in  the  life  and  activity  of  the  chapter.  Sloppy  and  ill-prepared  degree 
work  is  the  bane  of  any  organization  with  a  ritual  and  is  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal causes  of  poor  attendance  and  lack  of  interest  on  the1  part  of  the 
membership.  I  have  often  said  and  repeat  it  again:  WHEN  WE  CONFER 
BETTER  DEGREES  WE  WILL  HAVE  BETTER  CHAPTERS. 

These  chapters  are  indeed  in  a  slough  of  despondency  and  inertia. 
They  have  even  been  guilty  of  using  the  blackball  to  satisfy  a  personal 
grudge.  Their  officers  are  not  interested,  seldom  attend  meetings,  cannot 
be  depended  upon  in  their  duties  and  contribute  nothing  whatsoever  to  the 
building  of  the  chapter.  From  their  attitude  it  would  seem  that  their 
only  reason  for  maintaining  their  own  chapter  membership  is  to  enable 
them  to  hold  on  to  some  supposedly  'higher'  standing.  There  will  be  no 
betterment  of  conditions  in  such  chapters  until  there  has  been  a  complete 
housecleaning  and  such  dead  wood  has  been  cleared  away.  They  are  in- 
deed the  rubbish  of  the  old  temple.  We  have  been  carrying  these  chapters 
along  from  year  to  year  apparently  hoping  for  a  miracle,  but  I  believe 
the  day  for  miracles  is  past.  I  can  see  no  pallative  remedy  whatever  for 
the  situation.  If  the  officers  are  on  the  job,  earnest,  active  and  sincere, 
furnishing  the  proper  kind  of  leadership,  the  companions  of  the  chapter 
will  soon  catch  the  spark  and  fall  in  line.  Then  will  dawn  a  new  day  in 
capitulary  masonry." 

Illinois  (1954) 

The  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  reports  in  part'. 

"A  study  of  these  inspection  reports  unfortunately  reveals  that  many 
of  our  chapters  are  not  able  to  confer  any  capitular  degrees  and  some  of 
them  not  even  able  to  open  a  chapter  and  receive  their  district  inspector. 
This  is  highly  regrettable.  One  of  the  chief  faults,  I  feel,  lies  perhaps 
with  Grand  Chapter  in  not  providing  adequate  instruction  for  these  chap- 
ters. We  hope  to  be  able  to  remedy  it  in  the  near  future.  A  program,  I 
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hope,  can  be  devised  this  next  year  whereby  our  chapter  officers  can  be 
taught  how  to  confer  degrees  in  a  competent  manner.  For  only  then  will 
thev  be  able  to  go  out  and  secure  petitions  and  extend  masonic  education 
to  our  lodge  brethren  who  will  still  remain  uninformed  of  the  profound 
mysteries  of  the  capitular  degrees." 

Missouri  (1954) 

The  Grand  Lecturer  observes: 

"The  greatest  injury  inflicted  upon  Royal  Arch  Masonry  by  the 
existence  of  weak,  inactive  chapters  is  the  notable  fact  that  many  worthy 
brethren  seeking  a  more  profound  knowledge  of  their  fraternity  are 
denied  this  privilege  because  of  negligence  and  indifference  on  the  part 
of  certain  chapters.  In  some  manner  the  dignity  of  labor  must  be  sus- 
tained if  Royal  Arch  Masonry  is  to  be  maintained  on  the  high  plane  it 
has  always  enjoyed.  Many  means  have  been  employed  and  others  are  yet 
to  be  tried,  but  there  is  no  substitute  for  good  ritualistic  work,  beautifully 
portraying  the  impressive  lessons  taught  in  our  rite.  No  one  is  impressed 
by  ritual  read  from  a  book  or  officers  half  in  and  half  out  of  costume 
parading  before  ill-kept  and  poorly  arranged  settings.  May  we  all  resolve 
to  do  our  work  better  so  that  those  who  pass  our  way  may  delight  in 
their  membership  and  more  fully  appreciate  the  work  of  our  society." 

Nebraska  (1953) 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  states: 

"There  is  no  excuse  for  the  appearance  or  use  of  the  printed  word 
while  the  chapter  is  in  session  and  I  shall  be  happy  to  see  the  day  when 
all  the  officers  of  all  Nebraska  Chapters  are  thoroughly  conversant  with 
the  few  lines  the  ritual  assigns  them.  With  the  exception  of  the  High 
Priest  and  Principal  Sojourner  any  officer  worth  his  salt  can  learn  all  he 
has  to  say  in  a  short  evening  of  serious  application,  and  these  two  of- 
ficers should  have  become  familiar  enough  with  the  text  as  they  have 
progressed  through  the  line  to  require  only  a  modicum  of  concentrated 
study  to  master  their  assignments.  I  have  long  felt  that  if  we  had  no 
printed  rituals  we  would  have  more  proficient  officers  and  degree  work- 
ers." 

"It  has  always  been  a  question  in  my  mind  whether  members  gained 
by  the  'sawdust  trail'  masses  constitute  a  real  asset  to  the  Rite,  it  being 
my  observation  that  many  who  are  herded  in  through  the  front  door  of 
the  chapter  with  a  great  fanfare  of  jubilant  trumpets  over  the  size  of 
the  class  make  quite  an  undistinguished  exit  through  the  back  door 
marked  'Suspended  N.P.D.'  after  an  inactive,  uneventful,  somnolent  so- 
journ of  a  year  or  two.  Rather  the  candidate  who  joins  a  Chapter  because 
he  has  been  impressed  by  the  proferred  'further  light'  and  who  has  a 
sincere  desire  to  acquire  that  light — than  one  who  revels  in  a  multiplicity 
of  numbers  and  who  joins  only  because  he  knows  someone  else  who  is 
going  to  take  the  degrees.  The  beauty  of  the  whole  York  Rite  system  is 
its  appeal  to  the  individual  as  an  individual — the  still,  small  voice 
'that  holds  the  divine  essence  after  the  wind,  the  fire  and  the  earthquake 
have  passed.'  " 

North  Dakota  (1952) 

The  report  of  the  Fraternal  Correspondent  comments: 

"The  Grand  Master  of  Masons  (Washington  State)  was  the  active 
candidate.  Just  how  the  Royal  Arch  Degree  could  be  conferred  on  a  single 
candidate  is  beyond  our  comprehension.  Evidently  the  other  twenty-two 
were  given  a  tag  'you're  it'  and  we  surmise  that  most  of  them  will  con- 
sider that  it  is  finished  so  far  as  they  are  concerned..  .  A  candidate  who 
gets  the  work  on  the  sidelines  will  quite  likely  continue  in  that  posture." 
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CHARITY 
Michigan  (1954) 

The  Grand  High  Priest  points  out: 

"Since  the  beginning  of  time,  CHARITY,  meaning  Christian  love  for 
God  and  men,  and  BENEVOLENCE,  meaning  charitable  nature,  have 
been  important  problems  of  discussions.  Some  schools  of  thought  would 
prefer  that  large  sums  of  money  be  collected  for  one  central  project,  to  be 
managed  and  promoted  by  professional  personnel.  Some  prefer  that  a 
central  project  be  developed  and  managed  by  Grand  Chapter,  into  which 
money  from  wills  and  gifts  could  be  placed,  thereby  focussing  attention 
to  the  Royal  Craft.  From  programs  such  as  either  of  these  much  attention 
could  be  directed  and  also  much  good  accomplished.  It  is  suggested  that 
every  Companion  give  this  much  serious  thought.  .  .  It  has  always  been 
my  feeling  that  the  benefits  derived  from  the  practices  of  Charity  and 
Benevolence  in  our  chapters  were  not  sufficiently  appreciated  or  under- 
stood. Do  we  always  let  just  one  man  do  the  visiting  of  the  sick  and 
sometimes  call  for  a  report  on  the  condition  of  a  companion?  Do  we  go 
out  of  our  way  just  a  little  bit  to  be  sure  that  distress  is  non-existent 
among  our  Companions  or  their  dependents  ?  In  some  of  these  instances 
perhaps  a  very  little  money  advanced  to  cases  which  have  been  investi- 
gated in  true  Masonic  manner  would  be  so  helpful.  These  acts  of  charity 
and  benevolence  can  do  much  for  the  term  'Companion'  in  gaining  public 
esteem." 

New  Zealand  (1954) 

The  committee  on  the  Jubilee  Scholarship  Council  reported: 

"That  grants  were  made  to  eight  holders  and  three  additional  grants 
were  made  during  the  year.  He  also  reported  that  increased  support  had 
been  given  by  the  chapters." 

Missouri  (1954) 

The  Grand  High  Priest  reports  on  the  Walter  J.  Bulbitz  Foundation: 

"A  contribution  in  the  amount  of  $500  was  made  to  the  American 
Humanics  Foundation  which  was  established  for  the  purpose  of  establish- 
ing courses  in  human  relations  in  colleges  and  universities  and  to  finance 
young  men  and  women  who  desire  to  take  such  courses  in  preparing 
themselves  to  become  teachers  of  youth. 

A  contribution  of  $400  was  made  to  Han  Yang  Lodge  No.  1048 
A.F.  &  A.M.  to  be  used  for  relief  to  Korean  orphans.  Charity  is  so  much 
a  part  of  our  organization  that  we  should  never  fail  to  contribute  as  much 
as  we  possibly  can  to  the  relief  of  those  less  fortunate  than  we." 

Massachusetts   (1953) 

The  Grand  High  Priest  reminded  the  Companions: 

"The  object  of  the  Raymond  T.  Sewell  Charity  Fund  is  to  help,  aid 
and  assist  any  needy  Companion  anywhere:  in  this  Commonwealth.  This 
fund  was  established  as  a  memorial  to  M.  E.  Raymond  T.  Sewell,  our  late 
Grand  Secretary,  who  so  faithfully  served  the  Capitular  Rite  in  Massa- 
chusetts." 

New  York  (1954) 

The  Grand  High  Priest  reported  that: 

"The  sum  of  $2,131.83  had  been  contributed  by  Chapters  and  other 
Royal  Arch  organizations  to  the  tuberculosis  relief  fund." 

Illinois  (1954) 

The  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Masonic  Home  at  Sullivan 
reported: 

"Now,  forty  years  ago,  in  1914,  the  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  the 
State  of  Illinois  dropped  a  pebble  into  the  water  and  in  these  forty  years 
has  been  spreading — going  out  from  the  centre  into  the  sea.  This  pebble 
was  the  Royal  Arch  Hospital  at  Sullivan  .  .  .  This  hospital  has  90  beds 
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and  during-  the  last  year  over  a  hundred  of  our  older  people  were  taken 
care  of.  .  .  We  have  provision  for  couples  now  and  at  present  we  have 
three  couples  in  that  hospital." 

Texas  (1953) 

The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Home  for  Aged  Masons  reported: 

"That  the  endowment  fund  amounted'  to  $88,350.41  with  total  assets 
of  $1,888,915.27,  and  that  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Texas  contributed  per 
capita  tax  of  $1  per  member  amounting  to  $44,094.00;  that  there  were  66 
widows  wards  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Texas  and  66  master  masons  and 
wives  of  master  masons  wards  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Texas  in  residence 
on  September  30,  1953.  The  Grand  Chapter  also  contributes  $5  from  each 
exaltation  fee."  (Unfortunately  the  amount  from  chapter  and  private 
sources  are  not  totalled,  but  the  list  covers  eleven  pages  in  the  report.) 

Iowa  (1954) 

"This  fund  which  was  started  with  the  small  amount  of  $322.00  in  1876 
has  grown  to  $115,956.53  as  of  March  16,  1953.  At  the  97th  annual  con- 
vocation of  the  Grand  Chapter,  10  April,  1953,  an  amendment  to  the 
by-laws  was  introduced  and  adopted  'Providing  that  when  the  Charity 
Fun  1  reaches  the  sum  of  $115,000  the  annual  appropriation  of  five  per 
cent  of  the  gross  annual  income  be  discontinued  as  long  as  the  Charity 
Fund  remains  at  or  above  $115,000.00  .  .  .  Hundreds  of  worthy  Companions 
have  received  assistance  from  this  fund  .  .  .  From  1921  to  1933  $44,423.00 
has  been  used  from  this  fund  for  the  greatest  of  all  masonic  principles, 
Charity." 

Ohio  (1954) 

The  Grand  Secretary  reported: 

"During  the  past  year  eight  chapters  contributed  the  sum  of  $87  to 
the  Royal  Arch  Fund  at  the  Ohio  Masonic  Home  in  addition  to  which  the 
Grand  Chapter  will  turn  over  to  the  Ohio  Masonic  Home  for  credit  to  the 
Royal  Arch  Fund  $16,071,  representing  twenty-five  cents  per  capita 
collected  from  subordinate  chapters  during  the  year  ending  May  31,  1953." 

North  Carolina  (1954) 

Facts  about  the  Oxford  Orphanage: 

"A  chapel  was  erected  by  the  York  Rite  Masons  and  the  York  Rite 
Grand  Bodies  of  North  Carolina  during  the  year  1951-1952.  This  chapel, 
costing  over  $200,000,  provides  the  children  with  excellent  opportunities 
for  training  in  religion  and  culture  by  providing  for  their  spiritual  and 
moral  perception.  Plans  are  made  to  include  full-time  chaplain  service. 

Children  between  the  ages  of  six  and  twelve,  sound  of  mind  and 
body,  are  admitted  to  this  orphanage  student  body  without  respect  to  any 
masonic  affiliation.  At  the  present  time  we  have  a  capacity  of  322  chil- 
dren, with  less  than  seven  per  cent  coming  from  Masonic  families.  The 
children  are  admitted  from  anywhere  within  the  State  of  North  Carolina; 
they  are  cared  for  upon  an  individual  basis  and  are  maintained  in  the 
orphanage  throughout  high  school  or  as  long  as  the  conditions  of  the 
family  require  their  care.  Post  graduate  training  is  provided  for  those 
who  reveal  marked  ability.  The  orphanage  is  operated  by  the  Grand 
Lodge  A.F.  &  A.M.  of  North  Carolina  and  was  created  in  1872." 

Quebec  (1954) 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  and  Benevolence  recommends 
the  following  additional  expenditures: 

"That  the  sum  of  $250  be  donated  to  the  Canadian  Red  Cross,  the 
sum  of  $250  to  the  Children's  Memorial  Hospital  and  $400  to  the  Waler; 
Home  in  Richmond."  (This  is  a  total  to  charity  of  $900/  in  a  budget  of 
$4,120,  almost  twenty-two  per  cent  of  the  total  revenue  to  charitable  in- 
stitutions which  have  no  connection  with  Masonry.  R.V.C.) 
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DISPENSATIONS  AND  RULINGS 
Michigan  (1954) 

The  Grand  High  Priest  refused: 

"A  permission  for  chapter  to  accept  an  invitation  from  the  Michigan 
Racing  Association  for  the  chapter  members  and  their  ladies  to  attend  a 
lunch,  free  reserved  seats  and  one  of  the  races  to  be  named  in  honor  of 
the  chapter.  I  declined  permission  to  use  the  term  Royal  Arch  or  Royal 
Arch  Mason  on  an  occasion  of  this  kind  and  added  this  further  reasoning 
to  substantiate  my  disapproval. 

vVhile  I  have  no  ideas  or  opinions  to  recite  regarding  the  validity  or 
beneficence  of  an  event  such  as  this,  may  I  respectfully  observe  that 
people  hold  positive  opinions  regarding  even  an  association  of  this  kind. 
Consequently  the  possibility  of  offending  (even  a  few)  should  be  care- 
fully considered.  There  is  another  even  more  important  reason  concern- 
ing the  factor  of  the  York  Rite  Co-operation.  We,  of  course,  know  that 
the  Royal  Arch  Chapters  and  Symbolic  Logdes  are  very  close  and  ever 
should  fiercely  remain  so  in  support  of  each  other's  character  and  good 
name.  Consequently  those  events  which  are  most  compatible  with  Sym- 
bolic Lodge  activities  should,  I  believe,  be  the  most  desirable." 

West  Australia  (1954) 

The  First  Grand  Principal  granted: 

"Two  dispensations  to  permit  the  advancement  of  brethren  on  the 
night  of  election." 

Maryland  (1953) 

"The  Grand  High  Priest  issued  eight  dispensations  to  receive  and 
ballot  on  petitions  at  the  same  convocation." 

Illinois  (1954) 

"The  Grand  High  Priest  issued  two  dispensations  to  hold  special  con- 
vocations in  the  open  and  to  confer  degrees  at  these  special  convocations." 

Missouri  (1954) 

"The  Grand  High  Priest  granted  a  dispensation  to  four  Chapters  to 
hold  a  joint  convocation  in  a  rock  quarry  for  the  purpose  of  conferring 
the  Mark  Master  degree  on  a  class  of  candidates  from  all  chapters." 

New  Jersey  (1954) 

The  Grand  High  Priest  stated: 

"More  than  half  of  the  requests  that  I  have  received  for  dispensations 
have  had  to  be  refused  because  they  were  requests  for  abrogations  of  local 
Chapter  by-laws.  In  New  Jersey  the  Grand  High  Priest  has  no  authority 
to  dispense  with  local  by-laws." 

Georgia  (1954) 

The  Grand  High  Priest  stated: 

"Believing  it  to  be  in  the  interest  of  Capitulary  Masonry,  I  have 
issued  the  following  dispensations:  to  receive,  read  and  ballot  on  ap- 
plications at  the  same  convocation."  (The  number  amounted  to  176.) 

Pennsylvania  (1953) 

M.  E.  Companion  F.  R.  Leach,  Grand  Reviewer  has  this  timely  comment: 
"We  cannot  understand  why  so  many  dispensations  are  granted  by  so 
many  Grand  Chapters  to  confer  degrees  out  of  time  in  order  that  peti- 
tions may  be  presented  to  the  so-called  higher  bodies.  The  Royal  Arch 
Degree  is  the  summit  of  Ancient  Craft  Masonry  and  is  of  sufficient  im- 
portance to  stand  on  its  own  merits  and  not  be  used  as  a  stepping  stone 
for  other  bodies.  If  we  were  a  little  more  interested  in  our  desire  to 
teach  Master  Masons  the  beauties  of  Capitular  Masonry  for  what  it  is — 
the  completion  of  the  Master  Mason  Degree  and  the  search  for  truth — 
our  chapters  would  have  no  need  to  rush  candidates  through  the  interest- 
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iltg  and  instructive  lessons  of  the  chapter  in  the  mad  rush  for  the  Shrine. 
As  Royal  Arch  Masons  let  our  work  be  to  build  the  second  Temple  to  the 
Glory  of  God  on  which  can  be  inscribed  'Holiness  to  the  Lord.'  " 

Louisianna  (1953) 

The  Grand  High  Priest  agrees: 

"I  received  several  requests  to  waive  time  between  the  reception  of  a 
petition  and  balloting.  Our  law,  statutory  regulation  No.  9,  requires  a 
two-weeks'  waiting  period,  therefore  the  Grand  High  Priest  does  not 
have  the  power  to  set  aside  the  law  and  we  must  respect  the  two-weeks' 
waiting  period. 

Nebraska  (1953) 

The  Grand  High  Priest  re  fused: 

"A  petition  of  a  master  mason  who  had  not  passed  his  proficiency 
examination  in  the  master's  degree  because  the  lodge  had  not  met,  even 
though  it  was  known  and  could  be  certified  that  he  was  able  to  pass.  I 
felt  this  to  be  an  evasion  of  the  Grand  Lodge  law  and  not  subject  to  ap- 
proval." 
California  (1954) 

"The  Grand  High  Priest  recommended  and  Grand  Chapter  approved 
an  amendment  to  the  constitution  which  will  permit  the  receiving  and 
balloting  on  petitions  at  the  same  convocation  either  stated  or  special 
without  dispensation  from  the  Grand  High  Priest  upon  the  unanimous 
consent  of  all  present  and  after  favorable  report  by  the  committee." 

Arizona  (1954) 

That  at  the  meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of 
Arizona,  held  in  April,  1954,  the  following  additions  were  made  to  the 
Regulations  of  Grand  Lodge: 

"Membership  in  any  concordant  body,  so-called  'higher'  or  'social' 
degree  by  a  member  raised  hereafter  to  the  degree  of  Master  Mason  is 
forbidden  unless  and  until  such  brother  shall  have  passed  such  examina- 
tion." (Meaning  the  examination  for  proficiency  in  the  third  degree.) 

In  conformity  therewith  I  subsequently  notified  all  chapters  that  I 
had  declared  ineligible  for  election  to  the  Royal  Arch  Degree  in  Arizona 
any  Mason  who,  subsequently  to  April  26,  1954,  was  raised  to  the  degree 
of  a  Master  Mason  unless  it  was  duly  ascertained  that  such  brother  had 
thereafter  passed  the  examination  for  proficiency1  in  the  lecture  of  the 
third  degree.  My  declaration  expires  October  26,  1954." 

AS  OTHERS  SEE  US 
Alberta  (1954) 

From  "Greetings  from  The  General  Grand  Chapter"  by  M.  E.  Comp.  J. 
V.  Follet,  we  quote: 

"A  couple  of  weeks  ago  I  was  down  to  Toronto  representing  this 
Grand  Chapter  at  the  Grand  Chapter  of  ONTARIO  and  the  Most  Excel- 
lent the  Grand  First  Principal  M.  E.  Companion  Taylor  asked  me  to  bring 
back  to  this  Grand  Chapter  his  greetings,  personal  greetings  and  also  the 
best  wishes  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Ontario,  of  Canada,  in  Ontario.  They 
do  not  put  'in  Ontario'  down  there  I  noticed.  They  do  officially,  but  when 
they  are  talking  on  the  Grand  Chapter  floor  they  forget  that  there  is  such 
a  thing  as  'in  Ontario'  as  the  title  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada.  They 
forget  there  is  a  little  more  Canada  than  Ontario. 

Ontarians  are  inclined  to  be  that  way,  you  know,  and  I  spoke  to  them 
of  our  Grand  Chapter  and  told  them  that  we  were  members  of  the  Gen- 
eral Grand  Chapter  and  I  hoped  that  they  also  would  become  members  of 
the  General  Grand  Chapter;  but  I  was  so  pessimistic  in  spite  of  my  in- 
vitation that  I  never  expected  it  to  happen  in  my  life  time,  because  the 
staid  ground  tradition  in  Ontario  is  a  pretty  hard  nut  to  crack.  I  want  to 
tell  you  that  it  is  very  difficult  indeed  but  I  pointed  this  out  to  them;  two 
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reasons  why  I  thought  I  might,  that  in  the  world  of  politics  today  nations 
are  getting  closer  together  to  stand  up  to  the  forces  that  are  trying  to 
work  against  them.  In  the  church  and  religious  lines,  the  religious  au- 
thorities are  trying  to  get  amalgamation  of  as  many  churches  as  pos- 
sible so  they  can  put  up  a  united  front  against  the  evils  that  are  against 
them,  and  I  say  on  the  same  basis  Masonry  should  get  together  and  unite 
in  one  front  and  thereby  exert  a  greater  influence  in  the  affairs  of  the 
country  and  in  the  affairs  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  than  is  possible  to  do 
divided  one  after  another.  That  is  the  message  that  I  took  to  them  on  your 
behalf." 

Just  to  make  the  record  correct  in  the  mind  of  our  guest  from  the 
west  it  is  desired  to  recall  to  his  memory  one  or  two  important  historical 
and  geographical  facts  about  the  forgetful  Royal  Arch  Masons  in  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada  was  founded  in 
1858  in  that  portion  of  North  America  then  known  as  Canada  which, 
generally  speaking,  lay  north  of  the  St.  Lawrence  River  and  the  Great 
Lakes.  All  north  and  west  of  this  area  was  known  as  Prince  Rupert's 
Land.  Confederated  Canada  as  it  now  exists  was  only  a  dream.  After 
Confederation  had  added  the  other  provinces  to  the  Dominion,  the  juris- 
diction of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  was  extended  to  include  these 
new  territories  including  the  Maritimes  and  the  Great  North  West.  At  one 
time  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  had  chapters  in  every  province  and  at 
one  time  several  in  Australia.  As  each  province  formed  its  own  Grand 
Chapter  they  assumed  the  name  of  their  province.  The  Grand  Chapter  of 
Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada  still  exercises  jurisdiction  over  a  vast  terri- 
tory outside  the  Province  of  Ontario.  It  would,  therefore,  appear  that  the 
name  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada  is  no<  misnomer. 
(R.V.C.) 

Arkansas  (1954) 

The  special  report  of  the  Grand  Secretary  on  attendance  at  the  Triennial 
Session  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  is  in  part  as 
follows : 

"Accomplishments  during  the  Triennial  Session  were,  as  was  evi- 
denced by  reports  given  by  General  Grand  High  Priest  and  others,  of  not 
much  importance,  and  outside  of  such  value  as  may  have  come  from 
sectional  meetings  held  during  the  three  years  prior  to  the  session.  I 
question  whether  there  was  any  material  value  accruing  to  Grand  Juris- 
dictions and  subordinate  Chapters  affiliated  with  General  Grand  Chapter. 

"It  is  said  that  'In  union  there  is  strength',  and  if  there  is  a  value  to 
affiliation  with  the  General  Grand  Chapter  for  a  small  jurisdiction  like 
ours  it  might  well  be  that  of  being  joined  with  a  majority  of  jurisdictions 
constituting  the  largest  Masonic  organization  in  the  world.  Personally,  up 
to  the  time  and  through  the  Triennial  Session,  its  greatest  achievement 
appeared  to  be  the  privilege  of  making  another  Past  General  Grand  High 
Priest.  The  general  policy  of  operation  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  is 
dictated  by  just  a  few  men  and  not  a  lot  of  attention  is  paid  to  small 
jurisdictions." 

Virginia  (1954) 

The  Grand  Master  in  his  remarks  said: 

"I  am  very  happy  to  see  our  distinguished  Companion  from  Canada 
here.  I  had  the  pleasure  of  attending  two  of  the  Canadian  Grand  Lodges 
during  the  year.  I  want  to  say  to  you,  my  brethren  and  companions,  we 
are  all  brethren  anyway.  You  know,  up  there  in  Canada  they  have  a  very 
fine  variety  of  Masonry.  They  take  their  Masonry  very  seriously  and 
cling  very  closely  to  the  Ancient  Landmarks  and  usages  of  Freemasonry. 
If  you  want  to  see  Masonry  at  its  best,  well  we  won't  say  at  its  best,  but 
on  a  very  high  plane,  if  you  ever  get  the  chance,  go  up  there,  my 
brethren." 
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CHAPTERS  MEETING  PLACES 
England  (1950 

The  committee  on  general  purposes  authorized  the  removal  of  fifty- 
two  chapters.  Thirty-nine  chapters  were  removed  from  a  hotel  or  restau- 
rant to  another  hotel  or  restaurant.  Nine  on  petition  were  moved  from  a 
restaurant  to  a  temple,  one  from  a  Freemasons  hall  to  a  restaurant  and 
three  from  a  temple  to  a  temple.  The  chapters  meeting  in  hotels  and 
restaurants  were  in  the  metropolitan  district.  Twenty-nine  new  chapter 
charters  were  granted,  six  of  these  chapters  were  to  meet  in  hotels  and 
restaurants,  three  to  meet  in  public  or  church  halls.  Eleven  of  these 
chapters  were  to  meet  in  Masonic  temples  or  halls.  The  chapters  to  meet 
in  Masonic  temples  or  halls  were  usually  in  the  provinces. 

YOUTH 
New  York  (1954) 

The  Grand  High   Priest  commended  the  activities  of  Rainy  am  Inc.   The 
purposes  are: 

1.  The  absorption  of  the  expenses  in  the  connection  with  the  hos- 
pitalization of  youths  between  the  ages  of  12  and  19  without  regard  to 
race,  creed  or  color  upon  application  for  such  aid  from  our  constituent 
chapters. 

'?..  Assistance  to  the  order  of  Demolay  within  the  state  of  New  York. 

3.  Encourageemnt  to  youth  of  the  State  of  New  York  in  athletics  by 
sponsoring  competitive  sports  events  and  presenting  trophies  or  awards 
upon  recommendation  of  local  chapters." 

JOINT  APPLICATIONS 

Louisana  (1953) 

From  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Joint  Chapter  Council  Petition  this 
is  quoted: 

"Councils  and  Chapters  may  be  strengthened  by  zealous  activity  of 
officers  and  members  of  the  constituent  bodies  of  the  respective  orders. 
Every  aid  should  be  given  them  to  assist  them  in  their  labours,  but  we 
feel  that  the  joint  petition  is  not  the  correct  approach  to  this  important 
problem. 

We  recommend  the  form  of  joint  petition  be  not  adopted  by  Grand 
Chapter." 

DEDICATIONS 
England  (1954) 

The  President  of  the  committee  of  General  Purposes  reported: 

"That  he  had  led  a  degree  team  over  to  Halifax  in  Nova  Scotia  to 
consecrate  the  Royal  Standard  Chapter,  the  charter  for  which  was  grant- 
ed by  this  Grand  Chapter  two  years  ago. 

The  delay  in  the  inauguration  of  that  chapter  was  caused  partly  by 
attempts  to  compose  the  differences  which  arose  over  that  matter  between 
this  Grand  Chapter  and  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Nova  Scotia.  I  met  some  of 
the  representatives  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Nova  Scotia  and  had  a  dis- 
cussion with  them  about  these  matters  and  though  I  cannot  claim  to  have 
persuaded  them  to  accept  the  view  of  the  matter  which  this  Grand  Chap- 
ter holds,  I  am  glad  to  say  that  our  discussion  was  very  friendly  and  I 
feel  that  there  is  good  reason  to  hope  that  before  long  the  relations  be- 
tween our  brethren  under  the  two  jurisdictions  will  become  more  cordial." 
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SYMBOLISM  AND  ALLEGORY  IN  THE  H.R.A. 

By  V.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  H.  Parkes,  Grand  Lecturer 

of  the  Supreme  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Queensland 

That  Freemansonry  is  an  ancient  science  is  common  knowledge  to  us 
all,  but  allegory  and  symbolism,  which  respectively  veil  and  illustrate  its 
tenets,  are  older  still,  being  as  old  as  the  world  itself.  The  E.A.  is  taught 
that  "Masonry  is  a  peculiar  system  of  morality,  veiled  in  allegory,  and 
illustrated  by  symbols."  But  on  being  exalted,  symbolic  Masonry  is  re- 
ferred to  as  "that  grand  universal  science  which  includes  all  others."  We 
are  soon  aware,  therefore,  that  although  the  Craft  degrees  are  referred 
to  as  Symbolic  Degrees,  the  Order  of  the  Holy  Royal  Arch  is  symbolic. 

As  Freemasons  we  go  to  the  great  light  for  instruction.  Sacred  history 
is  full  of  promises,  teachings  and  prophesies,  veiled  in  allegory  and  il- 
lustrated by  symbols.  And  as  we  trace  the  history  of  civilization  down 
through  the  centuries  and  in  our  own  day  we  find  that  all  great  and  im- 
portant events  and  experiences  affecting  public  and  private  life  have 
irresistibly  called  for  some  outward  symbol. 

In  the  physicial  universe  also  each  object  is  a  symbol  of  another, 
while  the  grandest  and  mightiest  structures  erected  by  man  are  but 
copies  from  natural  things.  The  Temple  of  Jerusalem,  to  rebuild  which 
our  worthy  predecessors,  Z.H.  and  J.  laboured  so  industriously  and  which 
is  acknowledged  by  the  Order  to  be  a  model  or  symbol  of  God  and  His  uni- 
verse, was  built  to  a  plan  designed  under  the  direction  of  T.G.A.O.T.U. 

Symbolism,  therefore,  and  allegory  are  of  Divine  origin  and  of  uni- 
versal application.  They  are  of  immense  value  and  the  right  use  of 
Masonic  allegory  and  symbolism  is  to  excite  the  imagination  and  to  ex- 
press more  clearly  than  can  be  done  by  any  other  means  the  important 
truths  of  morality. 

Masonic  symbols  are  not  valuable  in  themselves,  but  they  all  have 
definite,  distinct  and  ascertainable  meanings  which,  although  like  jewels 
in  a  mine,  are  not  apparent  to  the  surface  observer,  yet  most  minds  are 
capable  of  grasping  and  even  the  keenest  intellect  will  find  a  fruitful  field 
to  explore.  They  form  links  binding  together  the  fraternity  in  every  coun- 
try and  clime — a  never-failing  medium  of  communication  between  brethren 
of  every  language,  understood  alike  in  the  cottage  and  the  palace. 

We  must  remember  that  Masonry  has  been  handed  down  to  us  from 
the  remotest  generations  of  the  past;  that  it  has  succeeded  always  in 
adapting  itself  to  changing  periods  of  time,  and  that  it  comes  to  us  from 
an  age  when  symbols  were  not  to  reveal  but  to  conceal;  when  the  com- 
monest learning  was  confined  to  a  select  few,  and  the  simplest  principles 
of  morality  seemed  newly  discovered  truths,  and  that  these  antique  and 
simple  degrees  have  in  many  instances  became  somewhat  mutilated  by 
time;  in  others  the  discoveries  of  many  centuries  have  added  to  their 
beauty  and  learning. 

The  great  object  of  all  the  symbolism  and  allegory  is  to  teach  few 
great  truths.  All  of  the  degrees  set  out  to  achieve  this  object.  If  a  candi- 
date does  not  grasp  them  from  his  experience  in  the  earlier  degrees, 
they  are  forced  upon  his  consciousness  in  a  different  manner,,  or  even 
concealed  by  another  allegorical  narrative  in  a  subsequent  degree.  This  is 
the  main  objective  of  their  existence — to  explain  and  enlarge  on  that 
which  has  already  been  taught  up  to  the  Royal  Arch  degree.  But  in  re- 
ferring to  symbolism,  the  Royal  Arch  cannot  profitably  be  considered  an 
isolation.  Some  reference  must  therefore  be  made  to  the  three  craft  de- 
grees. It  was  inevitable  that  the  implements  of  the  architects  and  builders' 
art  should  here  be  made  use  of,  since  the  symbolic  structure  is  centered 
in  the  building  of  a  temple  and  incidents  related  thereto.  It  is  so  natural 
to  connect  the  idea  of  a  building  made  with  hands  with  another  kind  of 
building   not   made    with    hands — a    spiritual    habitation.    Indeed,    those 
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familiar  implements,  the  square,  compasses,  level  and  plumb  rule  have 
been  so  used  and  spiritualized  from  time  immemorial  in  all  parts  of  the 
world. 

What  do  the  symbols  mean  in  Masonry  today?  This  is  our  study — 
Freemasonry  is  a  progressive  science,  never  still,  never  going1  back.  Never- 
ihe  less  it  has  retained  and  must  retain  symbols  and  allegory  as  one  of 
its  principal  methods  of  instruction;  but  when  ancient  symbols  are  used, 
care  is  specially  required  to  see  that  the  correct  interpretation  is  obtain- 
ed. The  rites  and  ceremonies  have  undergone  considerable  change,  but 
our  "forms,  symbols  and  ornaments"  are  fixed,  remaining  as  an  abiding 
witness  to  the  great  antiquity  of  the  Royal  Arch. 

It  is  in  these  ancient  symbols  that  its  real  secrets  are  concealed  and 
these  are  as  densely  veiled  to  the  Mason  as  to  any  other,  unless  he  has 
studied  the  science  of  symbolism  in  general  and  Masonic  symbols  in 
particular. 

There  never  was  a  greater  need  than  at  the  present  time,  never  so 
great  an  opportunity  as  now  for  Masonry  to  assume  its  true  place 
among  the  institutions  of  man  and  force  recognition  by  the  simple  power 
of  brotherly  love,  relief  and  truth,  based  on!  the  philosophy  as  nowhere 
else  exists  outside  of  its  ancient  symbols. 

The  great  lessons  and  moral  teachings  which  our  symbolism  and 
allegory  contain  run  right  through  the  ceremonies  until  we  reach  the  S.V. 
and  unearth  its  contents.  Although  the  symbols  vary  they  all  have  a 
direct  influence  on  the  light  they  show  towards  the  attainment  of  the 
real  object,  the  S.W.  and  the  lesson  it  imparts. 

To  prove  this  contention  it  is  necessary  to  digress  a  little  by  en- 
quiring into  some  of  the  actual  history  of  Freemasonry,  to  discover  its 
beginning  and  evolution.  Historically  there  is  a  tendency  to  trace  Free- 
masonry to  a  number  of  Operative  lodges  in  England.  Records  available 
give  authority  to  the  fact  that  four  lodges  in  London  in  1717  established 
themselves  under  the  denomination  of  a  Grand  Lodge  which  they  con- 
stituted at  that  time.  One  of  the  oldest  documents  containing  a  written 
record  of  operative  Masonry  is  the  Regius  or  Halliwell  M.S.  of  1390.  The 
generally  accepted  theory  is  that  our  present  lodges  are  the  outgrowth 
of  operative  lodges  or  guilds  of  the  middle  ages.  There  is  no  inclination 
to  question  the  fact  that  our  modern  Masonry  as  an  organization  owes  its 
origin  to  these  operative  lodges,  but  what  of  its  symbolism  ? 

Are  we  to  believe  that  these  craftsmen  of  the  medieval  guilds,  most 
of  whom  were  illiterate,  conceived  an  entire  philosophy  such  as  Free- 
masonry and  then  concealed  it  beneath  a  complicated  system  of  sym- 
bolism and  allegory?  The  truth  is  these  lodges  served  merely  as  the 
preservers  of  these  ancient  mysteries.  And  so,  as  the  organization  of 
1717  grew,  so  the  symbolism  developed  and  expanded,  until  eventually  we 
have  the  degrees  as  we  now  work  them;  and  it  was  to  preserve  the  Great 
Truths  that  Masonry  stands  for,  for  future  generations,  that  Masonry 
itself  was  perpetuated. 

But  to  thoroughly  understand  our  subject  we  must  go  back  a  little 
further.  At  about  the  twelfth  century  Europe  and  Britain  became  covered 
with  guilds  of  builders — Masons  they  were  called.  Out  of  this  widespread 
craft,  and  owing  to  circumstances  of  language  or  locality,  guilds  or  co- 
fraternities  of  Masons  of  special  kinds  developed,  among  them  these 
guilds  of  those  Masons  who  specialized  in  the  Gothic  style  and  who  de- 
signed and  constructed  the  cathedrals.  The  facts  indicate  that  when  in 
the  Protestant  period  the  guild  system  was  destroyed,  local  lodges  of  the 
last  named  continued  in  existence  in  a  number  of  centres  in  England. 
Four  of  these  met  to  form  a  "Center  of  Union"  or  Grand  Lodge  in  London 
in  1717,  and  when  doing  so  opened  the  doors  freely  to  qualified  men  not 
employed  in  architecture.  The  result  was  our  present  day  fraternity  of 
speculative  Freemasons. 
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When  these  facts  became  established  the  interpretation  of  the  Ritual 
with  its  symbols  was  lifted  up  and  set  down  inside  a  new  framework. 
Due  of  course  to  the  methods  employed,  and  nothing1  being"  committed  to 
writing,  much  of  the  meaning  of  our  symbols  was  lost  for  a  time.  Fur- 
thermore, much  of  our  working  and  symbolism  might  be  made)  plain  if 
certain  officers  of  the  then  existing  Grand  Lodge  had  not,  in  1720, 
through  rash  and  mistaken  zeal,  destroyed  many  ancient  records. 

Many  searched  for  the  meaning  of  the  symbols,  but  most  have  found 
the  clue  in  the  Ancient  Mysteries.  There  is  nothing  now  in  existence  to 
which  the  Ancient  Mystery  Cults  can  be  likened.  They  had  in  them  much 
which  we  should  call  religion;  but  they  also  had  in  them  so  many  other 
elements  that  it  would  be  a  misnomer  to  describe  them  as  religious.  They 
were  in  reality  large  cultural  systems,  massive,  powerful,  long-lasting, 
and  they  in  so  many  ways  shaped  and  colored  the  Greek  and  Roman 
civilizations  that  the  latter  cannot  be  understood  apart  from  them.  They 
were  organized,  had  officers,  laws,  rules,  regulations,  admitted  members 
by  initiation;  were  divided  into  degrees  or  grades,  employed  ritual  and 
symbolism;  were  brotherhoods,  fellowships,  organized  charities,  and  in 
them  were  ceremonies,  philosophies,  fragments  of  science,  myths,  legends 
and  scraps  of  history.  When  we  realize  that  the  origin  of  Masonry  was  in 
the  Ancient  World  we  can  look  for  the  meaning  of  our  symbols  in  the 
Ancient  Mysteries  and  appreciate  the  resemblance  of  their  systems  to 
our  Freemasonry  of  today. 

From  this  we  see  how  symbols  survive  from  age  to  age.  While  it  is 
interesting  to  know  what  these  symbols  meant  to  the  ancient  world  our 
own  thought  is  what  do  they  mean  in  Masonry  today  ?  The  Masonic  sym- 
bols are  literally  and  strictly  Masonic  and  are  to  be  interpreted  and 
described  in  terms  of  Masonry  itself.  It  may  be  that  a  number  of  them 
are  employed  elsewhere,  but  in  our  fraternity  each  one  has  a  place  of  its 
own  at  some  point  of  time  or  space  in  the  degrees;  and!  the  meaning'  it 
possesses  is  shown  by  the  purpose  it  has  then  and  there.  We  cannot  at- 
tribute to  symbols  any  meaning  we  may  fancy,  but  must  conform  to  the 
Ancient  Landmarks. 

By  its  symbols  the  ideas  of  the  institution  are  represented.  By  this 
happy  union  of  speech  and  the  things  seen  the  initiate  is  doubly  reminded. 
Seldom  may  he  hear  the  degrees  and  lectures,  yet  his  frequent  contact 
with  the  symbols  used  will  reiterate  the  facts  and  their  meaning-.  For  this 
reason  Freemasonry  used  the  simplest  of  symbols,  the  tools  and  materials 
of  the  stonemason's  trade  are  sufficient  for  this  purpose  and  are  found 
everywhere.  Freemasonry  employs  symbols  to  teach  the  rich  fullness  of 
their  moral  lessons.  They  use  symbols  as  memoranda,  simply  noting  as  on 
a  tablet,  by  a  scratch  of  the  pen,  the  key  to  a  store  of  symbolic  informa- 
tion. We  can  easily  realize  that  there  is  no  science  so  ancient  as  that  of 
symbolism  and  no  mode  of  instruction  has  ever  been  so  general  as  was 
the  symbolic  in  former  ages.  The  first  learning  in  the  world  consisted 
chiefly  of  symbols,  and  the  wisdom  of  the  ancient  races  is  symbolic. 

Another  aspect  of  Masonic  symbolism  and  allegory  which  is  often 
overlooked  is  the  liberty  which  is  allowable  in  symbolism  and  allegory  in 
order  to  teach  its  lesson. 

K.  S.  T.  provides  a  wonderful  example  in  this  direction.  For  instance, 
it  is  doubtful  if  K.S.T.  was  actually  completed,  but  our  allegory  is  com- 
plete when  the  arch  of  the  S.V.  is  finished  and  so  we  continue — the  temple 
is  destroyed  and  on  its  ruins  we  begin  to  build,  using  what  we  need  or 
what  is  useful  of  the  structure  for  that  purpose. 

As  Royal  Arch  Masons  we  have  become  possessed  of  a  rich  inherit- 
ance. Since  1813  the  Holy  Royal  Arch  with  its  symbols  has  been  acknow- 
ledged as  Pure  Ancient  Masonry,  and  since  then  many  learned  Com- 
panions have  spent  their  lives  in  unfolding  the  story  of  what  it  all  means. 
We  live  in  a  privileged  age,  an  age  in  which  the  book  of  Nature  has  re- 
ceived a  new  index;  an  age  in  which  whole  chapters  of  revelation  of  the 
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past  history,  present  condition  and  future  prediction  have  been  brought 
to  light  for  the  first  time  in  human  history.  What  would  not  our  ancient 
brethren  have  given  to  read  these  chapters?  And  shall  we  who  presume 
to  follow  in  their  steps  neglect  to  do  so  ? 

One  thing  is  absolutely  certain  and  this  is  that  if  we  can  acquire  such 
knowledge  of  Masonry  so  easily  compared  with  the  laborious  exertion  of 
our  forerunners;  if  we  can  so  easily  know  more  than  they  did,  neglect  the 
opportunity,  there  comes  a  sudden  end  and  full  stop  to  the  process  of 
acquiring  Masonic  knowledge. 

THE  FATHER  OF  THE  AMERICAN  RITE  OF 
FREEMASONRY 

By  Dr.   William   L.  Cummings,   P.G.H.P.,   New   York  State 

If  those  present  at  a  communication  of  Rising  Sun  Lodge  in  the  little 
village  of  Keen,  New  Hampshire,  on  the  evening  of  December  24,  1790, 
when  a  young  man  who  had  not  as  yet  attained  his  majority  presented 
himself  and  was  initiated  an  Entered  Apprentice,  could  have  forseen  the 
eminence  in  Masonry  he  was  to  attain  and  the  vast  influence  he  was  to 
exert  on  the  Institution,  their  wonder  and  astonishment  would  have 
known  no  bounds. 

However,  blissfully  unaware  of  all  this,  three  days  later  the  lodge 
met  again,  passed  him  to  the  degree  of  a  fellowgraft  and  raised  him  a 
Master  Mason. 

Rising  Sun  Lodge  had  been  established  a  few  years  earlier  by  Grand 
Lodge  of  Massachusetts,  and  was  one  of  those  which  formed  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  New  Hampshire.  It  flourished  for  a  time,  but  ultimately  its 
charter  was  withdrawn  by  the  Grand  Lodge  for  "some  irregularities". 
Whatever  these  irregularities  may  have  been  that  lodge  performed  a 
service  for  Freemasonry  in  the  United  States  which  has  never  been  sur- 
passed.    The  candidate  was  Thomas  Smith  Webb. 

That  none  of  the  earlier  Masonic  writers  were  able  to  fix  the  dates 
of  Webb's  initiation,  passing  and  raising  with  any  degree  of  certainty  is 
due  to  the  fact  that  the  records  of  Rising  Sun  Lodge,  which  were  turned 
over  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Hampshire  when  the  charter  of  that 
lodge  was  revoked,  were  mislaid  and  remained  unknown  for  nearly  a  cen- 
tury and  a  half  until  the  late  Harry  M.  Cheney,  for  many  years  Grand 
Secretary  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Hampshire,  succeeded  in  locating 
them  and  so  establishing  these  dates  beyond  any  dispute. 

Thomas  Smith  Webb  was  born  of  English  parents,  in  Boston,  Massa- 
chusetts, October  30,  1771.  He  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  that  city, 
and  when  about  eighteen  years  of  age  went  to  Keene,  New  Hampshire, 
where  he  found  employment  as  a  printer,  and  there  was  made  a  mason 
as  has  already  been  stated. 

The  old  Lodge  records  show  that  he  withdrew  from  the  Lodge  on 
July  6th,  1791,  was  readmitted  less  than  a  month  later  and  again  with- 
drew on  March  7,  1792,  shortly  before  he  left  Keene  and  settled  in 
Albany,  N.Y.,  where  he  became  a  charter  member  and  second  Master  of 
Temple  Lodge,  now  No.  14. 

He  received  the  Royal  Arch  Degree  in  Harmony  Chapter,  No.  52,  of 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  May  18,  1796,  being  recorded  in  the  minutes  as  "a  so- 
journer". We  have  no  record  of  when  or  where  he  received  the  other 
capitular  degrees  or  those  of  the  cryptic  rite,  but  that  he  was  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  these  is  plainly  revealed  in  his  writings. 

In  a  paper  read  by  Victor  A.  Melman,  before  the  Chapter  of  Research 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Ohio,  November  5,  1949,  it  is  stated  that  he 
received  the  Order  of  Malta  and  the  Order  of  the  Temple,  in  New  York 
Encampment  in  1796.  I  have  been  unable  to  verify  this  from  any  other 
source,  but  see  no  reason  to  consider  it  incorrect. 
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In  the  latter  part  of  the  eighteenth  century  Freemasonry  in  the 
United  States  was  in  an  unsystematized  and  somewhat  chaotic  condition. 
Although  grand  lodges  had  been  established  as  yet  no  method  of  bringing 
about  uniformity  of  ritual  and  practise  had  been  perfected.  Each  lodge 
worked  according  to  its  own  ideas  of  what  was  right  and  proper,  its 
ritual  consisting  of  what  could  be  remembered  or  recalled  by  its  members. 

In  addition  to  the  three  craft  degrees  it  was  common  practice  for 
lodges,  or  some  of  their  members,  to  confer  the  Royal  Arch  and  such 
other  degrees  as  might  be  known,  under  the  assumption  that  the  lodge 
charter  was  sufficient  authority  for  so  doing.  This  practice  had  increased 
to  such  an  extent  that  in  some  localities  separate  bodies  in  which  the 
Royal  Arch  Degree  was  conferred  had  been  set  up,  these  bodies  being 
called  "chapters".  Prior  to  the  formation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the 
State  of  New  York  there  were  at  least  eight  such  bodies  in  operation  in 
the  state. 

While  it  is  difficult  in  these  days  of  highly  organized  and  systema- 
tized Masonry  to  visualize  such  a  condition  of  affairs,  it  was  quite  in 
keeping  with  the  period.  Similar  conditions  existed  in  England,  where 
the  so  called  "Antient"  or  'Atholl"  Grand  Lodge  from  its  inception  in  1751, 
had  held  that  the  Royal  Arch  degree  was  a  component  part  of  Ancient 
Craft  Masonry  and  Lodges  under  its  jurisdiction  were  authorized  to  confer 
the  Royal  Arch  as  a  fourth  or  complementary  degree. 

The  Royal  Arch  was  not  officially  recognized  by  the  original  Grand 
Lodge  of  England  until  the  Union  of  Grand  Lodges  in  1813.  Neverthe- 
less the  practice  of  working  this  degree  grew  up  in  lodges  under  its 
obedience.  It  is  a  somewhat  curious  fact  that  the  degree  was  conferred 
to  a  greater  extent  among  the  "Modern"  lodges  than  by  those  under  the 
"Antients",  and  the  first  Grand  Chapter  in  England  was  established  in 
1767,  under  the  immediate  supervision  of  Lord  Blaney,  then  Immediate 
Past  Grand  Master  of  the  original  Grand  Lodge.  In  the  midst  of  this 
confusion,  Thomas  Smith  Webb  enters  the  Masonic  picture. 

About  the  time  that  Webb  located  in  Albany,  there  arrived  in  that 
city  an  English  Mason  named  John  Hanmar,  who  was  thoroughly  familiar 
with  the  Prestonian  system  of  work  and  lectures  then  in  vogue  in  Eng- 
land. He  became  an  intimate  friend  of  Webb,  who  learned  from  him  the 
Prestonian  work. 

A  close  student  of  conditions  it  soon  became  evident  to  Webb  that 
this  system  in  its  entirety  was  not  adapted  for  use  here.  He  therefore, 
probably  with  the  assistance  of  Hanmar  —  set  about  revising,  or  rather 
rearranging  and  condensing  it.  The  result  of  this  work  appeared1  in  1797 
in  the  form  of  the  first  Masonic  Monitor  published  on  this  side  of  the 
Atlantic.  Webb's  name  did  not  appear  as  author  in  this  first  edition  of 
the  work,  the  title  page  of  which  reads:  THE  FREEMASON'S  MONITOR 
OR  ILLUSTRATIONS  OF  MASONRY  :  IN  TWO  PARTS  BY  A  ROYAL 
ARCH  MASON,  K.T.,  K.  of  M.,  etc.,  etc.  Printed  at  Albany  for  Spencer 
and  Webb,  Market  St.,  1797. 

A  second  edition  appeared  in  1802,  containing  in  addition  to  consid- 
erable other  material  not  in  the  first  edition,  a  monitorial  ritual  for  the 
order  of  High  Priesthood,  to  be  conferred  upon  presiding  officers  of  Royal 
Arch  Chapters,  a  degree  previously  unknown  and  unheard  of  and  even 
now  peculiar  to  our  American  system  of  Freemasonry.  In  this  and  in 
all  subsequent  editions  Webb's  name  appears  as  the  author. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  exaggerate  the  influence  that  Webb's  "Moni- 
tor" has  exerted  upon  American  Masonic  thought  and  practice.  It  is  the 
FONS  ET  ORIGO  —  the  source  and  the  origin  —  of  practically  all  moni- 
tors that  have  since  been  published,  and  in  most  American  jurisdictions  it 
is  the  basis  of  the  standard  work,  portions  of  it  being  recited  at  every 
lodge  communication. 


But  his  "monitor"  was  not  confined  to  the  craft  degrees,  his  work 
extending  to  the  capitular,  cryptic  and  templar  systems  as  well  as  to 
some  of  the  degrees  of  the  Rite  of  Perfection  and  now  included  in  the 
Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite. 

The  Mark  Master  Mason  degree  was  arranged  from  an  existing  skele- 
ton form;  to  comply  with  the  old  requirements  that  none  but  those  who 
had  presided  over  a  craft  lodge  could  be  exalted  to  the  Royal  Arch,  the 
Degree  of  Past  Master,  a  simple  installation  ceremony,  was  devised  and 
made  part  of  the  system  and  to  further  beautify  the  edifice  the  degree  of 
Most  Excellent  Master,  based  on  the  completion  and  dedication  of  the 
first  temple  at  Jerusalem,  which  so  far  as  known  is  the  only  Masonic 
Degree  dealing  with  that  legend,  was  made  precedent  to  the  Royal  Arch. 

Whether  the  degree  of  Most  Excellent  Master  was  invented  by  Webb 
or  adapted  from  a  then  existing  ritual  is  still  an  open  question.  We  can 
however,  say  without  fear  of  successful  contradiction  that  although  a 
degree  of  that  name  had  been  known  and  practiced  previous  to  1797,  the 
form  in  which  we  have  it  is  definitely  Webb's  invention  or  arrangement. 

The  Royal  Arch  was  rearranged  from  the  English  version  and  made 
the  crowning  degree  of  the  system  which  to  this  day  is  the  official  work 
of  every  jurisdiction  in  the  United  States,  except  in  Pennsylvania,  where 
the  degree  of  Past  Master  is  not  used,  and  in  Virginia  and  West  Virginia 
which  add  the  degrees  of  Royal  Master  and  Select  Master  to  their  Capi- 
tular rite. 

Enoch  T.  Carson,  one  of  the  outstanding  masons  of  his  day,  has  said: 
"Thomas  Smith  Webb  was  the  ablest  ritualist  of  his  day  —  the  very 
Prince  of  Masonic  workmen".  While  his  ritualistic  abilities  are  well 
known  and  generally  recognized,  his  skill  as  an  organizer  and  creator  of 
Masonic  bodies  has  been  largely  overlooked.  In  this  particular  field  he 
still  stands  without  a  peer. 

He  attracted  to  his  enthusiastic  support  associates  who  did  much  to 
aid  him  in  carrying  his  plans  to  completion,  but  it  is  to  him  alone  that 
the  results  attained  must  be  credited  in  their  inception.  His  infinite 
capacity  for  continuous  effort  and  his  almost  uncanny  ability  to  foresee 
the  future  produced  results  which  at  the  time  appeared  practically  im- 
possible. But  what  is  more  important  is  the  fact  that  despite  his 
ritualistic  abilities  he  realized  that  it  was  not  the  mere  letter  which 
counted,  but  instead  the  moral  and  spiritual  values  underlying  it.  Free- 
masonry was  not  to  him  simply  a  social  organization  with  a  more  or  less 
charitable  aspect,  but  instead  a  living  and  positive  force  for  the  better- 
ment of  mankind. 

To  enumerate  the  office  he  held,  the  honours  he  received  and  the 
extent  of  his  efforts  and  accomplishments  in  forming  and  firmly  estab- 
lishing the  Masonry  which  we  know  today  would  require  a  volume  and  in 
this  brief  sketch  of  his  career,  we  can  only  touch  upon  a  few  of  the 
most  outstanding  incidents. 

One  of  the  organizers  and  first  high  priest  of  Temple  Chapter, 
Albany,  in  1797,  he  was  elected  Grand  Scribe  of  the  General  Grand 
Chapter  for  the  six  Northern  States  of  America  in  the  same  year.  Shortly 
afterward  this  body  became  the  General  Grand  Chapter  in  which  Webb 
served  as  Scribe,  King  and  General  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest,  having 
declined  election  as  General  Grand  High  Priest  in  1816  in  favour  of  Dewitt 
Clinton.  He  was  also  largely  instrumental  in  the  formation  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  the  State  of  New  York  of  which  he  was  the  first  Grand 
Treasurer. 

Removing  from  Albany  to  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  he  became  a 
member  of  St.  John's  Lodge  No.  2  of  that  city.  In  1802  he  was  elected 
junior  grand  warden  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island,  becoming 
Grand  Master  in  1813,  serving  in  that  office  for  two  years. 
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While  high  priest  of  Providence  Chapter,  in  1801,  he  was  elected 
Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Rhode 
Island,  and  became  Grand  High  Priest  two  years  later.  He  occupied  that 
office  continuously  until  1815  when  he  declined  further  election. 

One  of  the  organizers  of  the  general  grand  encampment  of  Knights 
Templar,  now  the  Grand  Encampment,  in  1816,  Webb  was  elected  Deputy 
Grand  Master  and  held  that  office  for  the  remainder  of  his  life. 

The  last  three  years  of  his  life  were  mostly  spent  in  Ohio,  where  he 
formed  the  grand  chapter  of  that  state  and  also  that  of  the  State  of 
Kentucky. 

As  a  business  man  Webb  was  only  moderately  successful,  giving  up 
his  earlier  trade  as  a  printer  and  bookbinder,  on  his  removal  to  Providence 
he  established  a  plant  for  the  manufacture  of  wallpaper.  A  few  years 
later  he  gave  up  this  line  and  established  a  cotton  goods  factory  in  Wal- 
pole,  Massachusetts.  Some  two  years  later  the  machinery  of  this  plant 
was  shipped  to  Worthington,  Ohio,  where  he  proposed  carrying  on  the 
work,  but  died  before  it  could  be  put  into  operation. 

Like  other  men  who  have  achieved  greatness  in  some  particular  field 
of  work,  Webb  has  not  been  without  detractors.  For  reasons  which  in 
some  instances  are  plainly  apparent  and  in  others  more  obscure,  they  have 
sought  to  belittle  his  work  and  to  wrest  from  his  memory  the  credit  which 
he  so  richly  deserves. 

It  has  been  said  that  his  "Monitor"  contained  nothing  original, 
being  simply  taken  verbatim  from  the  previous  work  of  Preston,  that  he 
was  a  self-seeking  adventurer  and  that  his  motives  were  far  from  being 
unquestionable. 

The  first  of  these  claims  falls  of  its  own  weight.  Preston's  "Illustra- 
tions of  Masonry"  is  confined  entirely  to  the  first  three  degrees  of  Free- 
masonry, and  for  the  portion  of  his  work  dealing  with  these  three  de- 
grees Webb  gives  full  credit  and  acknowledgment  to  Preston.  Webb's 
"Monitor"  not  only  covered  the  monitorial  portion  of  the  craft  degrees 
but  also  those  of  the  capitular  and  chivalric  rites,  as  well  as  part  of  the 
system  of  the  Rite  of  Perfection.  Surely  Preston  deserves  no  credit  for 
this  part  of  the  "Monitor". 

So  far  as  being  self-seeking  or  having  ulterior  motives,  instances 
of  his  having  declined  honors  for  himself  when  he  felt  that  accepting 
them  would  not  be  to  the  best  interests  of  Masonry  are  not  lacking.  Had 
he  seen  fit  he  might  have  occupied  the  highest  office  in  the  gift  of  General 
Grand  Chapter,  and  would  have  undoubtedly  been  Grand  Master  of  The 
Grand  Encampment  had  he  not  stood  aside  for  another. 

Thomas  Smith  Webb  died  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  on  July  6,  1819,  as  the 
result  of  an  attack  of  apoplexy,  and  was  interred  in  one  of  the  cemeteries 
of  that  city.  Later,  his  remains  were  removed  to  Providence,  Rhode 
Island,  where  a  monument  marks  his  last  resting  place. 

Thus  was  extinguished,  at  the  early  age  of  forty-eight  years,  un- 
questionably the  greatest  light  in  the  galaxy  of  Masonic  genius  this 
country  has  produced. 

As  a  fitting  way  of  closing  this  brief  account  I  quote  the  words  of 
Cornelius  Moore,  in  his  leaflets  of  "Masonic  Biography",  "The  genius  of 
Webb  will  be  admired  and  his  labors  appreciated  so  long  as  his  ritual  is 
practised  among  Freemasons.  He  was  indeed  a  'workman  most  rare'  and 
has  left  the  impress  of  his  great  mind  deeply  graven  on  every  portion 
of  our  mystical  structure." 
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OUR  DUTY 

An  address  by  M.  Ex.  Companion  C.  H.  Simpson,  1st  Principal,  Sovereign 

R.  A.  Chapter  No.  56,  delivered  at  the  Jubilee  Convocation  of  the  Supreme 

Royal  Arch    Chapter  of   Western  Australia,   1854. 

With  his  usual  flash  of  genius  the  Most  Eminent  First  Grand  Prin- 
cipal has  supplied  the  keynote  of  the  two  addresses  he  has  delegated 
Companion  Samson  and  myself  to  present  to  you. 

From  the  Jubilee  programme  you  will  see  that  he  has  taken  the 
first  line  of  the  famous  Hymn,  "O  God  our  help  in  ages  past,  our  Hope 
for  years  to  come."  He  has  divided  this  into  two  parts.  The  first  part 
covers  the  past  and  the  second  part  inspires  confidence  for  the  future. 

The  very  interesting  address  given  by  Comp  Samson  provided  us 
with  a  page  of  history.  It  featured  well  known  personalities  identified 
with  the  beginning  of  R.  A.  Masonry  in  this  state.  Our  older  Companions 
probably  knew  these  pioneers  and  realise  the  progress  made  in  our  first 
fifty  years. 

The  story  told  by  Comp.  Samson  then  refers  to  a  period  historically 
brief  in  time  but  fruitful  of  achievement,  and  from  this  tribute  to  our  past 
we  draw  inspiration  and  courage  to  plan  for  progress  ahead,  and  in  meet- 
ing this  challenge  to  the  future,  the  question  we  have  to  ask  ourselves 
is  —  What  direction  will  that  progress  take;  in  what  form  will  it  develop; 
and  what  will  be  its  underlying  purpose? 

As  Masons  that  position  should  not  be  difficult  to  answer.  As  mem- 
bers of  a  great  brotherhood,  the  proud  possessor  of  imperishable  tradi- 
tions and  noble  ideas  —  we  are  dedicated  to  service,  to  our  God,  our 
neighbour  and  ourselves.  We  are  taught  that  part  of  each  day  should  be 
spent  in  serving  a  friend  or  brother  in  time  of  need.  We  are  directed,  as 
individuals  to  unite  in  the  Grand  Design  of  being  happy  and  communicat- 
ing happiness  to  others. 

Masonry  is  profoundly  wise.  She  stresses  our  first  loyalty  as  being 
due  to  our  Creator.  Other  loyalties  follow.  She  emphasises  service  out- 
side the  Craft  as  well  as  within  it.  She  enjoins  us  to  be  happy,  well  know- 
ing that  true  happiness  is  something  vital,  positive  and  dynamic. 

It  is  a  living  growing  thing  which  can  only  spring  from  contentment 
of  mind  and  the  consciousness  of  duty  well  done.  Happinesss  stand  for 
service  instead  of  self,  love  instead  of  hate,  giving  instead  of  taking, 
humility  rather  than  arrogance.  Happiness  comprehends  charity  and 
understanding.  It  demands  comfort  and  courage  in  times  of  sorrow. 
Happiness  is  always  constructive  and  never  destructive. 

Loyalty,  service  and  happiness  therefore  are  the  ends  at  which  we 
aim.  But  what  of  the  means  to  these  ends?  There  may  be  varying  con- 
ceptions. A  very  eminent  and  distinguished  Freemason,  in  the  person 
of  His  Late  Majesty,  King  George  VI,  said  in  a  Christmas  broadcast  some 
years  ago:  "It  is  not  to  be  expected  that  all  men  shall  think  alike,  nor  is 
it  desirable  that  they  should,  for  it  may  well  be  that  opinion  striking 
against  opinion  will  ignite  the  spark  which  will  light  the  lamp  of  truth." 

That  Companions,  was  finely  conceived,  and  finely  expressed,  and 
from  it  there  flow  three  assumptions:  Firstly,  that  men  shall  think 
and  give  free  expression  to  their  views;  Secondly,  that  there  will  always 
be  that  urge  and  thirst  for  knowledge  which  has  been  the  fountain  of 
ideas  and  the  inspiration  of  all  human  progress  and  achievement,  and 
thirdly,  that  when  the  truth  is  established,  men  will  accept  it  and  their 
differences  will  be  reconciled. 

It  is  in  regard  to  the  second  of  these  assumptions  that  I  wish  briefly 
to  speak. 

This  is  necessary  because  in  the  world  around  us  there  are  plain 
signs  that  the  pursuit  of  knowledge,  unless  directed  and  controlled,  can 
present  dangers,   even   threatening  man's   survival.     The   truth   is   that, 
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during  the  past  half  century  man's  material  progress  has  far  outstripped 
his  ethical  progress;  and  unless  that  trend  can  be  halted  and  corrected 
mankind  can  be  headed  for  disaster.  Yet  if  we  read  lessons  aright,  there 
are  grounds  for  hope,  because  the  very  qualities  which  have  endowed  man 
with  these,  as  yet,  uncontrollable  powers,  also  give  him  the  hope  of 
controlling  those  powers. 

We  are  beginning  to  realize  —  perhaps  only  dimly  as  yet  —  that 
our  very  hopes  of  survival  depend  on  spiritual  rather  than  material  forces, 
and  ultimately,  on  the  character  of  man  himself.  Our  achievements  of 
whatever  kind  are  rooted  in  the  human  quality  that  produces  them,  and 
in  the  last  analysis  our  progress  succeeds  or  fails  according  to  its  effects 
on  man's  body,  mind  and  spirit.  But  when  we  come  to  analyse  the 
character  and  quality  of  man  we  pass  beyond  clearcut  scientific  frontiers. 

We  can  mark  down  human  efficiency  in  figure  of  man's  production, 
but  who  can  evaluate  man's  progress  in  such  spiritual  elements  as  faith 
and  joy,  compassion  and  courage. 

We  have  tended  to  measure  success  by  our  products  rather  than  by 
ourselves.  The  excessive  materialism  of  this  modern  world  is  a  reflection 
of  the  excessive  materialism  of  man,  and  in  that  —  if  we  will  only 
accept  it  —  lies  a  lesson,  because  we  can  see  that  within  the  bounds  of 
natural  law  man's  destiny  has  been  shaped  by  man's  desire.  We  desired 
a  materialistic  civilization  and  we  achieved  one,  but  if  we  can  change  the 
direction  of  that  desire  and  realise  that  the  producer  is  more  important 
than  his  products  we  shall  have  discovered  the  road  to  true  understanding. 
We  shall  come  to  realise  what  Freemasonry  has  taught  us  all  along  — 
that  the  solution  lies  within  the  individual  on  the  standard  he  holds,  in 
his  responses  to  his  better  self.  It  lies  in  human  values  and  trends  — 
not  in  greater  complication,  but  in  a  greater  simplicity  of  life.  In  other 
words,  the  solution  lies  within  ourselves  and  we  can  find  it  nowhere  else. 

That  then,  Companions,  is  the  challenge  as  I  see  it.  The  challenge 
is  to  man  to  chart  his  course  by  spiritual  standards  in  which  case  material 
values  will  fall  automatically  and  harmoniously  into  line. 

Whether  mankind  will  accept  this  solution  and  emerge  triumphant 
only  the  future  can  decide. 

But  there  should  be  no  question  as  to  our  attitude.  In  this  regard 
the  directives  of  Freemasonry  are  clearcut  and  definite. 

But  make  no  mistakes  —  the  time  in  which  we  live  do  present  a 
challenge  which  is  a  call  to  action.  In  a  very  real  sense  it  is  a  privilege 
to  be  alive.  Because  life  for  everyone  is,  first  of  all,  an  opportunity,  to 
dream  if  we  wish;  or  to  create;  to  plod  along  or  to  soar;  to  complain 
or  to  serve.    Ours  is  the  choice. 

And  let  us  remember  constantly  and  carefully  that  our  very  associa- 
tion as  Companions  is  an  inspiration.  When  companion  meets  companion 
within  the  loyalties  of  our  common  faith,  real  bonds  are  created  and  we 
develop  within  ourselves  reserves  of  spiritual  power. 

And  so  in  the  ultimate  I  must  confess  to  being  an  optimist.  My 
faith  makes  me  so.  I  believe  it  is  the  will  of  T.G.A.O.T.U.  to  preserve 
His  creation  and  that  it  is  also  His  will  that  man's  progress,  halting  and 
stumbling  though  it  may  be,  shall  be  ever  onward  and  upward. 

And,  Companions,  if  we  will  but  pause  and  look  around  us,  we  must 
see  for  ourselves,  in  this  universe  of  ours,  rhythm  and  majesty,  the  har- 
money  and  concord  of  the  Creator's  law  —  the  stars  in  their  courses,  the 
earth  in  its  orbit,  the  seasons  in  their  cycles,  unfailing  seedtime  and 
harvest,  and  with  all  this  as  a  pattern,  and  an  object  lesson  constantly 
before  us,  surely  we  can  conceive  that  it  is  not  beyond  the  mind  of  man, 
ultimately  to  devise  similar  harmony  in  human  affairs. 
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